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1995 £ 3.99 Overseas price £4,25 Hff 18,95 
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Ultimate 

address 

utility! 


Fully registered 


version 


October 

1995 


Requires WO 2, hard drive 


DFA 


The complete registered version 
of this feature-packed address 
program is yours for free ! 




lI^FA. <v> 
,3ij£djlL:0 M aiWfcytf kii: tdav.aisi 


n wn rf i 


sf pm rvMiwrt m 
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October 

1995 
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Requires at least WO 2.04 r 1Mb RAM 


EpochVoyager 

The Amlgas 

ultimate 

personal 

Information 

manager 


Mil, 


■mmmhI* 


Shareware titles 

P£3M 32 channel tracks r player 
Play 16 - f 6-bit sample player 
VlrusChecker - latest update 
Cybt'rSuund 1 4-bit Amiga audio 
PNG - All new datatypes 


'v 


IJJ^ ijUjJdiSJ* 

* 3 Eluij|aaj' 


4 




9 77 







3.5 super xl drive 


The Super XL Drive allows you to store 
3.5MB on a high density disk, 

3,5 SUPER XL DRIVE ,£129.95 


The XL Drive allows you to store a 
1.76MB on a high density disk, 

1.76 XL DRIVE EXTERNAL ...£79,95 

1.76 XL DRIVE INTERNAL £75 

1-76 XL DRIVE A4OB0 £75 

PC8SQB E XT. POWER DRIVE £49,95 


floppy drives 


PC8EH A500 

PC&B2 A20QO . , 
PCB83 A6 00/ 1200 


£10.95 

£15.95 

£15.95 




w 







m 


HEWLETT PACKARD 

1 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI * £459 

W11CROPOUS 


2 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI £659 

4 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI £1099 

9 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI .... £2199 

HITACHI 

340MB 2.5 IDE £189 

S10MB 2.5 IDE ............ .£299 

810MB 2.5 IDE .£599 

1 GIGABYTE 2, S tOE £719 

OTHERS 

80MB 2.5 IDE ,£70 

120MB 2.5 IDE . , £95 



External IDE hard disk for the A50O 
comes complete with an internal ROM 
switcher, and upgradable to 4MB RAM 


M-TEC ATS0D BARE .......... ,£99 

M-TEC ATS0G 420MB .£259 


MLWlOW REQUIRES 30-PIN StM VS 



External PCMCIA 3.5" IDE hard disk 

OVERDRIVE BARE * £99 

OVERDRIVE 420MB .£259 



2 TO 4 GIGABYTE £659 

4 TO 8 GIGABYTE .,,.£899 

2 TO 4 CARTRIDGE DL90 £12 

4 TO 8 CARTRIDGE DL12Q , ..£19.95 


128 OPTICAL £479 

230MB OPTICAL £719 

1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL ..... .£1999 

230MB OPTICAL DISK £29.95 

1.3 GIGABYTE DISK £ 139.95 



SCSI case suitable for CD-ROM/HD/DAT 
and Optical drives. 

5,25" SCSI or IDE CASE £79.95 

3.5" SCSI or IDE CASE £79.95 


Save 1 SMB on a standard floppy drive 
and 3MB when used in conjunction 
with the XL Drive 1.76. 

FLOPPY EXPANDER £10 


new 


ZIP DRIVE 100MB SCSI £179.95 

100MB DISKETTE . , , , £15,95 

HP DRIVE REQUIRES SQUIRREL SCSI iNTEfifACC 



Disk Expander can add upto to 50% to 
your hard drive capacity and works 
with all drives including SCSI, IDE, 
Floppies and even the RAM disk, Disk 
Expander works on any Amiga with 
any Kick start. 

DISK EXPANDER £25 



Backup to 520MB onto a 4hr VHS tape. 
Version 3 has new backup modes for 
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU- 


VIDEO BACKUP 5CART £65 

VIDEO BACKUP PHONO £60 

UPGRADE TO VER5ION 3 £20 


h i soft 


SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE . 

. £59.95 

AURA 

£79.95 

MEGALOSOUND 

£29.95 

VIDEOMASTER AGA 

£59.95 

VIDEOMASTER AGA RGB . . 

£99.95 

VIDEOMASTER 

£52.95 

VIDEO MASTER RGB 

, £89.95 

COLOURMASTEft 

. £52.95 

PROMIDI INTERFACE . . . . 

£19,95 



squirrel interface 

i included utreri vnu 
see this lug a 


chi ps and spares 


25&k 32 SIMM 72-PIN {IMS} £40 

512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2MB) , . . .£75 

1 X 32 SIMM (4MB) £139 

2 X 32 SIMM (8MB) £279 

4 X 32 SIMM (16MB) , . . . .£449 

1 X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (IMS) £30 

4X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (4MB) £139 

1 X 4 STATIC COLUMN A3QO0 , . . .£25 

1X4DIP ,£25 

256 X 4 DIP £5 

1 X 1 DIP £5 

CIA .£12 

GARY ,,,.£19 

PAULA , £19 

DENISE £19 

SUPER DENISE .... £25 

KEYBOARD 1C .£12 

FAT AGNUS 1MB . . . .£19 

FAT AGNUS 2 MB £29 

PRINTER CABLE £6 

RS232 CABLE . . „ .£6 

SCSI EXTERNAL £15 

WORKBENCH 3.1 ASQ0/2000 £85 

WORKBENCH 3.1 A30QO/4QQQ £95 

ROM SHARE DEVICE £19 

2.04 ROM CHIP .£25 




The award winning Power Scanner 
includes the following features: Scan 
In 24-bit at upto 200DPI (all Amigat 
not just AG A)*, Scan in 256 greyscales 
at up to 400DPI (all Amigas), Thry'port 
for printer connection, Fully sup pens 
AGA chipset,, Display HAM8/Z4-bl 
images on a non-AGA Amiga (via 
image conversion), full editing facilities 
included. Works with 2.04 ROM or 
above, min 1MB (recommend 2 MB). 



POWER SCAN 4 B/W . £69.95 

POWER SCAN 4 COLOUR £1 69.95 
OCR (bought wish scanner) £20 
OCR SOFTWARE .. £49.95 

POWER SCAN 4 5/W ONLY £20 
PC I NTE R F ACE + CO L S/W £49.95 
PC INTERFACE + B/W S/W £39.95 



2 4- bit colour A4 flatbed scanners, 
complete with software, cables and 
manual, (Squirrel Included with 
Paragon flatbed scanner) 

EPSON GT-65D0 ...... .£539.95 

24 U IT 12il0&Fk5CftNNril 

PARAGON 600 . . . £399.95 

2- BIT CODOPI SCSI SCANNER, INCL. SOUlh.flEL 



The tower comes 
complete with 6 % 
5.25“ drive bays, 
5 x 3, 5* drive 
bays, 7 x Zorns 
slots, 5 x PC slots, 
real time clock 
and a 230 watt 
power supply. 


A4&00 TOWER 


£349 


Scan Doubler II Is a full 24-bit AGA flicker 
fixer which automatically de-interlaces 
all AGA screen modes and scan doubles 
non-interlaced PAL/NTSC modes to allow 
VGA monitors to display them. Supports 
VGA, S-VGA and Multiscan monitors, 
Pixel sharp picture, even at 1450 
horizontal resolution and has a standard 
15 pin VGA type connector. Comes with 
composite video/S-VHS outputs. 

SCAN DOUBLER II .. ,. £399 


III 




gen s 


as 


SCSI-2 controller card toir the Amiga 
2D0Di'4OOD. Upgradable to 3MB RAM 


Connect a CD-ROM, Syquest and any 
IDE hd to your A2OOQ/3O0O74OOO. 
Comes complete with cable and Vw 
ROM 2.04 or above. 


OCTOGIN 2 DOB 


,£129 TANDEM CD-DE £69 


award winning amiga peripheral manufacturers 

















Pflyvrr Computing Ltd are 
now the official joint 
owner and manufacture.’ 
oF Cieat Valley Froduds 
Inc. For more Information, 
pleas* Call 01ZJ4 273000. 




aAOOO 68060 


A 63060 accelerator board for the A400Q 
lurnrog at SO MHz and allowing upto 
128MB of user installable memory and a 
SCSI-1) hard disk coni roller. The board 
can be configured with either 4MB, 
BMP. 16MB or 32MD industry standard 
SIMMs. 

A4000 B&D4Q (0MB RAM) . . .£69-9 
A40QQ 6&06O (0MB RAM) . .£829 

4M6 STANDARD ADD £139 

4M0 GVP ADD , . £159 





A 68020 EC processor accelerator card for 
the A500 and A50Q+, with an option to fit 
a 638B1 or 68882 co-processor (PLCC or 
PGA). This card tan fit upto 4MB FAST 
RAM and is fully auto-ccmf iguring. 

NOT COMPATIBLE WITH GVP HARD DRIVE 

A5QD 68020 EC OMR RAM £99,95 
ASQO 68020 EC 4MB RAM ..£239-95 


gvp products 


a200Q 68060 


A 6806D accelerator board for the A2Q0Q 
running at 50MHz and allowing upto 
128MB of user installable memory and a 
5C5HI hard disk controller. 

A2000 68040 (0M8 RAM) . . £TBA 
A20QD 68060 (0MS RAM) , . £T8A 

4MB STANDARD ADD £139 

4MB GVP ADD £159 


emu La t i on 




SCSI hard card which can fit 8MB of 
RAM on-board. 


HC-B SCSI CARD 


£99 



Award winning Amiga Genlock. 

G-LOCK AMIGA GENLOCK . . £259 

DSS-S SOUND SAMPLER £55 



Official GVP RAM SIMMs. 

4MB GVP RAM . £159 

16MB GVP RAM £549 


2orra II card that provides an 
additional serial port, parallel port 
and comectfon for optional RS422 
and RS232 port. Call for details 


loEXTENDER 


£59 




mega chip ram 


Increase your Amiga 500/2000 chip RAM to 
a total of 2MB. MegaChip does this by 
using its Own 2MB RAM and also now 
includes a 2MB Fat Agnus. No soldering is 
required. 


MEGACHIP RAM 


£ 159,95 


VGA ADAPTOR £15 


A 2 MB RAM hoard for the A50G which fits 
in the trap door slot, 

A500 2MB RAM ,£90 

memory cards 

512K RAM WITH CLOCK ... .124.95 
5 12K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK .£19.95 

A 600 1MB RAM .£39.95 

A5QO+ 1MB RAM £29-95 


Mac and PC emulators for the Amiga 
EMPLAMT MAC BASIC .... £239.95 

13 - ASIC MAC EMULATOR 

EMPLANT MAC OPTION A , .£279.95 

DU.it SERIAL POlRT And aPPlITAL* 

EMPLAMT MAC OPTION B £279,95 

HI-SPEED SCSI INTERFACE 

EMPLANT MAC DELUXE .. .£399.95 

INCLUDES OFTiON A AND H 

E5B6 DX MODULE £89.95 

PC EMULATOR MODULI 



■pmsiEaii 

Intuitive cursor control at your finger 
tips replaces the mouse or trackball 
and 'Tap' for an instant selection, 


ALPS GUDE POINT 


£59.95 



Pen and cursor controlled graphic 
tablet, mdudlng cables and software 

POWER TABLET 12 X 12 £195,95 

1 N CL. PEN. CURSOR. AND POWER TAB, W 


modems 


ACEEXV32 fllS 14.4 hot at approve d£1 39 
X-LI N K TRUE Y ZE.B BT APF =IOVE P £2 2 9 - 9 5 
TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE , . .£49 

*U MODEMS l*lCLUOE SOFTWARE AND CABLES 

■mumuuu».,n 

MICROVITEC 1438 14 H s .£289 

EPSON STYLUS INC-PAPER .£489 

EPSON STYLUS PRO XL A3+ . £1499 

EPSON StnusrPRO XL INCLUDE STUDIO II SOFTWARE 

STUDIO II SOFTWARE ......£49,95 


grsphi c/ video 


PICASSO II 2MB RAM .,...£249.95 

including tv PAirrr >m 

PICASSO II 2MB RAM £399.95 

INCLUDING TV PAINT J 

CYBERVISION 64 £329.95 

64 HIT GRAPHICS FNGINE. INCLUDES 2M6 

VIDEO DAC . , . £25 

IB-BIT GRAPHICS ADAPTOR 

MAXIGEN 3 . , , .£299.95 

VIDEO GENLOCK 


order form 



We accept most major trc-dil card* and are 
happy to help yog with any queries. 

Ordering by chE-que.‘PO pease make payable la 
Power Computing ltd and specify which csetiveiy 
is required. 


taarranty 


All Power products come with a 12 month 

warranty grdett otherwise specified 

Help is on hand with a full Technical Backup 
stnrice which is provided For Power customers. 


AEI prices listed are fix The month of publication 
only, call to ronllrm price* before ordering, 

Most Hems are available at Tax. Free Prices to 
nOh-EC residents. Call to confirm prices. BFPQ 
orders welcome. 


All price! Include VAT Specif ications and prices 
arc subject to change without notice All 
trademarks are acknowledged. All orders In 
writing or by telephone wilt be accepted only 
subject to our terms and conditions of trade, 
copies of which arc available on request. 


NAME 

ADIDRE55 


POSTCODE 


SYSTEM OWNED 
DESCRIPTION 


TOTAL AMOUNT (irtc. delivery) £ 

CREDIT CARD NO, * 

EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE 

DELIVERY 2-3 DAYS £2.50 NEXT DAY £5 SAT £10 


MINIMUM DELIVERY £2.50 


ALLOW UPTO 7 DAYS FOR CHEQUES TO CLEAR 


for product information sheets please call 


TELEPHO! 

FACSIMII 


01 234 273000 


POWER COMPUTING LTD 
44AAB STANLEY STREET 


01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW 














It Ml U 


Ihe essential guide to Rmiga gaming 

System On-line 02 

Take a look at the latest events and news unfolding in the 
Amiga games world 

Preview; Tiny Troop* 91 

Direct gangs of v e rtica tly-cha lien ged people in Lemmings 
meets Cannon Fodder 

CD-ROM goo* public 92 

Muttons of games crammed onto single CDs? Andy Maddock 

decides if it reaily i$ bargain basement 

* 

Preview: Center Court 96 

Anyone for tennis? Andy Maddock takes a look at Actd Software's latest 

Preview: Citadel 99 

Tina Hacked reveals yet another Doof done in the pipelines - 
this time from Poland 

Competition 1 01 

Win yourself some Sensible Golf goodies in our competition 

Budget* 102 

More of the latest cheapies for the skinfints among you 


Game Heuieius 



doom - ste 

pntjir w 


Super Street Fighter 2 
Gamer Gold 
Gloom 


Reims 

Sola mOlDD 23 

Scala s new Mpeg encoding and 
decoding card comes under scrutiny 

laser Guidance 21 

Gareth Lots house gives you hi$ guide to 
the latest Amiga CDs 

Sonnet Doubler 29 

Ben Vost looks at a simple way to double 
the speed of your Amiga 4000 040 


P anasonic Driue SI 

it s a CCFROM, and Ts a removable rtnu?. 

its Panasonic's PD Drive reviewed by Ben Vest 



tune Builder 30 

Paui Austin gives you a full review of 
this acclaimed music package 

[D Driues 33 

reviews two of life latest 
CD-m drives to hit the. streets 

Furore 


[let Aouelties 53 

Ban Vost irfes out new versions otAffasac, 
ACUSeeMe and the Mosaic Hoffef 

Hmi File Safe 68 

The fMacte > replacement for the standard 
Amiga file system i Nik Lines checks tout 


Speakers tamer 


31 


Gareth Lofthouse and Tina Hackett sound out some of the speakers for our Arnicas 


Alultimedia F uture 50 

Gareth Lofthoose reports on the people 
bringing you the Amiga's multimedia 
future 





(Tlortal Combat El 

Una Hackett speculates on the future ol 
the Amiga as a viable games platform 



Super Amiga BBHHHHI 

ts it really possible to make a Super Amiga? Gen Vost thinks so 


Assembler 


Collapsing windows form the torus for this month's continuing tutorial 


?1 

?5 










dent issue 
on sale 21 
September 


CDUER 

SIDRV 



The [duerdisks 


Page 

IB 


DFHddre55 

One of the best-known shareware address 
databases, and we’ve got tt on our first CoverDisk 



Our second disk is jam-packed this month 
with splendid tools and utilities: 

PNG datatype; epoch Voyager; Yak; PS3M; Playl 6; 
Cyber Sound; Tiff datatype; Text datatype patch; Virus 
Checker; Converter Master; Lupe 


Hums 



g fltflS 



Adam Philips looks on in horror at the new Amiga price rag 


Help! Help! Never fear. We re here fo give you a hand 



Animation: 
the art 
□F the 
matter 


Odam Phillips goes 
in search of pure 
brilliance and finds 
the genii behind 
some of today's 
best 80 
animations 


USH Deujs 


Denny ptkm on the latest developments in the United States 

I 15 

tier? Vast worries about people walking with parrots un their shoulders 





Having asked for more letters, Ezra gets swamped hy one 




flfleHH 

Paul Overaa goes loopy in his Amos column this month 

liideo 

What are CE3 up to? Gary Whiteley wants to find out 

musk 

Paul Overaa examines MIDI drum machines, their pitfalls and advantages 

Comma 

Phil South doles out useful advice for keeping your phone bill down 

flmas 

The final part of the screen Info program courtesy ol Phil South 

Publishing 

A new version of PageStream and same add-ons for it 


AMIGA 


107 


Frank Nord looks at bits and 
bobs for Amiga productivity 



100 


Paul Austin checks out Plug-Ins 
and Go from Hester Associates 



| See page 57] 
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^ QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE 



VIDEO AND GRAPHICS ^ 

* : 

RAM UPGRADES A 


FLOPPY DISK DRIVES A 



■m i mmm genlock 


fiMITEK 


FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 


FREE 


SCALA 

HT100 

HOML VIDEO 
UTUNG PROT 

winnTH 

£49 SS 



High tfufirty graphics and vtdee Tux-nsi ini 
FREE 5f#r ttT)QQ efts* 

rtiirf tides and special e heels to irffflwi 
Idea! tor home end senu^professionat iraws 
EupflOftS all v'jm duel An^pa a»r? AG4 pvajjftHS 
.'Wifi, Mr? outwit WftyO&to L-iifeCf^gi’r; 
Switches hehyeen r.vifrj only, romp vie f only 
and mutwd graphics 


* Hardware face between graph/py/oea 

* PCS thru - ami ? o tits gtitikrck troth 
tti\nQ ntrphrgged when sot m use 

* Option*! chroma key unit avaitahke 
Stpttmto* '35 

TG-pagie ™r?jjaf 

fibs toll ffiitfw 

sleeve 


ibcvat vnDBin 


CD-ROM DRIVE & SOFTWARE 


OVERDRIVE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM 

FOR THE AMIGA 1200 

tins uml cc wtMflfls .? CD-ROM arm wm m Mute tn Smart css nt interfaces, the 
PCMCIA slot Tins makes for an in credibly conwmwtt ami simple to use CD ROM 
drive system opening upawhuts new nmnd nf CD/nurllimcdia tectrnel&cry 

* PCMCIA 
connection 

* Quad speed 
mechanism 

* figtifGftKdrfa 

transfer nr te 




* PhotvCC 
compatible 

* Mirtll-Se$$lot\ 
compatible 

* Rum most CD software 


SEE PACE 2 FOR FULL OVERDRIVE RAMGE 


Ammet Set 1 

A yiytibvlea cf secure ■ AJCA 3500 

Amiciet 5 

1 . 1 ggab>t» cH m1w.ii e AC* LL-iU 

Aminat 6 

1 t jflftviTirn A£* Q&K1 

Animations Double CO 

Hmdtnris of anrrjnijrs AC* !WW 

CDBooM.O 

tfc» CC” pm H . P A1M-V.J5 ACC ‘«n 


C=> 


£249 

INC VAT H4F: dfcO 


Giga Graphics 

'C"JM kTifljeft oo4 f 


£24.95 

Light ROM 

... £39.00 


d5utab ol 30 crjpct:. images elc 

■ AO-fllOO 

£14.95 

Meeting Pearts Vol. K . 

£9.95 


ijfiLr^t, jl Ifie finest FO software - 

ACM UL-lVi 

£14.95 

Terta Sound Library 

£19.95 


r HIM «xnd hire ACT MK) 


£19.96 

The Light Works 

£39.90 


FU'ftrnr.Tfg sraaage ■ ACT 050C 


£29.00 

UPD Gold 

£39.95 


Eiilin? Pp binary en 4 CDs - ACM 85W 

£29.00 

Zoom 

£19.09 


ifTiaaes- oo 4 CDs ■ *03 0500 


▼ 

t M 


PhpfOgfML'S 



Setacien *1 PD Gasses • KG Z 0500 

IMAGE MANIPULATION 

PHOTOGENICS VI .2 

FOR A1200/A4000 

* Manipulate amSfPPPt graphics in 24-int 

■ Supports OOput/U image formats 
GIF. tfT, PdotoCR *vtd rmny tOQ( 

* Mottw image editing 

* Heat-time HAMS display 


■ including JrtG 

■ tnote 


NEW VERSION! 


Open design lets yon to add you/ 
oi+'D loaders, sa vers or effects 


wcvjiT mpiw 


IMAGE PROCESSING 

IMAGE FX v2.(l 

FOR Alt. ANllfiAS 



SCALA MULTIMEDIA 

MM40O 

* Wd’ho mag one 
fireieflMiee 
package 

* tipper! 

Pffltlf Jffl? 

WnUir 
jnimatiofts 


*2f-Art inu^tf pwMsiiflf 

* Vjf unis Pea rfi mfjMlWi>ia tooia 

* Image inunfftwls 

* &5mtw«i Jsrt .Hrrvato.y 

* tnjid'ifl'rcJ iTiAj? catvpotmg 
4 Autoix 

* ."n son FX nrrmw 
*Sottw){/« 4 

ant' anwnij 


Eaay to ii.ir 
slurK&wrf Afffnul 


* JlIlniA'fd SMDfiitrf Stan rfartf towni tltvn 
■ SuppGdl Gf c F. PCX O.C flWPJffl 1 


£299 

«C VAT ASS - W£ 


ASM 51 2K (no clock) E2Q.0Q 

rakes an AiOO Irwn 51 2K Lo 1«* ■ RAM &505 

A5M 51 2K fine clock) £25.00 

Take* an A500 Iron 51 2K to 1<* - RAM 0510 

A 500 Pitts 1Mb £30.00 

tiAwanASffll iTomfuti ta2** ■ RAM 0530 

A60O liwib (no clock) £30.00 

Tsiu^anA5(KHTS>m luttoJH*- HAM OKH 

A600 1Mb fine clock) £40,00 

Takes at AiHH! Iiiirn !wt .»?» HAM I* 10 

Hawk Imi - No FPU £99,00 

6wii 33-t.l HAM thMrO. !m, popUaM 
and aniinry ba^oc «lsn» HJ»H 12T£f 


r am ^ i* ™ m W 

RAM UPGRADE & 
MATHS ACCELERATOR 
OPTIONS 

FOR THE AMIGA 1200 


BUILT-IN 

&Arrfmf 

HACKED 

CLOCK 



* pfitfs firjij^r iitTt? A 12W tnpdm - 
(Vo soHtertag r soiree 1 

* FAST RAM twain W f. ? 

4 or Imi. 

* Cues industry sidt'dfldl Socketed 

StAlUs ter easy upgredes 

* l^pf.Kifai Floating point l/nif • 53Wiror 

Pi CC 8988? Ok-procssm 

* Corip'ede.'isrve /it.ivuu ' wifi? M'iii fra f, 'an s 

* Works with j ft A t200 and A J200HD 
computers 

* Does ucT tnvahdate your A 1 200 warranty 

* S year warranty 

INCREASES 
SPEED SV 
UP TO 3X 
FROM 


tTtHJ tiMritaribi 

iiiMiim 


STW ,Bnnl 




ncm 

STE 0ELCW 


Hawk 2 ms - No FPU Cl 29.00 

HWi. 33 ,brl AjVM h:ur 3 3 Mb papubfnd 
HrdLmnarrbaJimir^ FUM 1230 

Hawk - No FPU .....£1B9,0Q 

P.wb . 3 ?.t>l HAM th-ard Ju,,f.: K niiUilnr!. 

,iro ■jiiIIl'iv backed cktct, RAM 1 2AP 

Hawk 8wt. - No FPU £329.00 

5+,'r, 33 -tn RAM llOflrtl. BVr, H>jyulalaa 
and flaHery har.-iod Shu* - RAM 1 

FPU 33Mta For Hawk £59.00 

CyHal end FPU tat htmlt ■ UPG 1250 

FPU 4DMte For Hawk £99.00 

CyslaJ and FPU tar Hn*k - UPG 1355 


MODULATOR 


i."!H modulator 

POfi AH AHHSAS 



it’s Amitek Mamtsa E.rlenv?! iJodutator 
ttKtkn jr.' iVf-i-Ai rr.uiLirf.Ti err/ miitftilJiCf fer 
jii Armp awrterj Everything nseoerl rs 
sujtafei Like art 
Amit^t peripherals, A 

crrrTies fv.'Jfr ,ii7 fj-ij, 
fa IMS*/ ffWUUi 


INC VAT MCA 


POWER SUPPLY 


Ami|ekA50£V60CVl200 

Ottiit (bkiiired mifKanenl pc«w 
H.ifCiy Inr ASMVH»' 13 C 0 - POW fl 5 ED 


£29.00 


H 1Mb SONY FLOPPY 


mMETEK 


354" DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE 

FDR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 



Hyh tuattty 3Y Sorry mKtmtm 
Strong metal rasuro 
durlt-m .intt-clrck teaiure 
SwtiFfialte ant /-virus mode 
Enpst/le- d'sat.le swrfcfl 


* TSkts access fjytis 

* OJiSy CiUifr.tfliV >U thru port 

* Um power usage 

* External PSU 

wtmuiwt 


riL VAl Ul‘J 1 1 


'M LOADER INTERNAL FLOPPY 

™ 3V4" 1Mb INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE 

FOR AMIGA 5Q0/5DCFLU5 OR AMIGA- OOOfl 200 

Ouse "irnr.iLa 1 Amm iQ/rfar teptKtPm 
drives irf iiJw/tar w«/s w-iu mb te 'eiiiife 
I'.tVf.Y mono intern*! f/r.tm The pea t&lurts 

i ft# OudLi.ry iflltir^ Jj®, 3 Y firm 
(TjsrfeLnijn fill- me ntr.'-v-i w 

Amiga MS’ AN /net n?t,' nr a? ro ftf jsaur tfr.vs 
rs tncloded. fit/s ejsy Ju tvNm Irtlvty 
msfiincfimra and 24 wanlfri vranardy 



INC vat nm sbc 


«c vat cm 


SCSI INTERFACE 


r BaEjumar 
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STUDIO PRO 

PRINTER CONTROLLER 

• Prtnl 24-bit graphics 
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II 


Prints pictures 
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SILICA STOCK A FULL RANGE OF PRINTERS, DRIVES A ACCESSARIES * CALL FOR DETAILS 


HD & CD-ROM DRIVES, MICE & J’STICKS 
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SCSI CONTROLLER 
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PD SYSTEM 

READ/WRITE OPTICAL DRIVE 

• Quad speed CD-ROM Drive 
with gook D.itiL Transfer 
iind 1 95ms access 

• fiSOWb -writable npinai d.sk 
drnrt with riipriuvaUlL- curlridgrc 
Cartridges |DIS 1500 ) £ 45.00 

ALL-IN-ONE 


MORE THAN JUST A 
GAMES CONSOLE 

Critical Zone includes the powerful 32-hit CD 
games console with built-in dual speed CD- 
ROM drive, an 11 button contrailer and 7 top 
CD-ROM games. Optional upgrades include 
keyboard and disk drive (allowing use of A 1200 
software) and an MPEG video playback card 
allowing video CDs to be played on the CD . 

* 32-Bit processing power 

* Dual speed CD-ROM drive 

* 16. 8 million colours 

* Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs 

* 11 button controller 

* Titles available from £14.99 

* Optional full screen video 
CD module - ccaosso 
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Hmiga price shock 


Any hopes that the 1200 would be 
released for under CSOO have been well 
and truly quashed with the news thal the 
relaunched model will cost £399, This 
means the machine will reappear at £50 
mere than when it left the marketplace in 
the summer of Iasi year, The reason given 
for such an increase is the cost of higher 
charges for rushed manufacturing, casing, 
and the increased cost of DRAM, 

The 6-8020-based 1200 is expected to 
hit UK high streets a) the end of 
September with a maximum ol 60,000 
allocated to British distributors. 

The biggest shock, however, are the 
prices rumoured lor ihe re-release of the 
4G00T - after an American distributor 
announced that they were lo sell the 
40QOT for S3, 500, Amiga Technologies 
fired back saying that this simply wasn’t 
the case and no price had been decided 
upon yet. 

Since then, a meeting has taken place 
in Philadelphia where several key figures 
tram EsconVAmiga Technologies including 
Petro Tyschtschenko, Senior Vice 
President of Escom and Gene rat Manager 
of Amiga Technologies, and many distribu- 
tors from round America, attended to 
discuss the Amiga's future in ihe US. 
Apparently al the top of ihe debating list 
was price 

The rumoured cosl for the 40G0T will be 
in Ihe $27QQ region - the reason given 
was the expense of parts being put 
together costing that much. 

A surprising plan also unveiled is that 
the 4QQ0T will receive ng advertising from 



Amiga Technologies in the Slates on its 
relaunch - Tyschtschenko told Amiga 
Computing that any advertising would be 
handled by the distributors themselves. 

There wilt be some 1200s winging their 
way to the US of A. Johnathan Anderson, 
the new general manager of Amiga 
Technologies UK, explained: The States 
will be taking the 1200 in small numbers 
but we've found the American consumer 
prefers the tower-style type computer and 
not Ihe look of the 1200/ 

As for the 4O00Ts relaunch into Britain, 
according lo one UK company, White 
Knight Technology, they were told by 
Silica, the distributors, that the high-end 
machine wilt definitely be released in the 
040 version at the confirmed retail price of 
£1,900 + VAT. It will come with 2 meg chip 
RAM. 4 meg FastRAM and a 1.2 gig SCSI 
2 hand drive. 

The (act that for this price there will be 
no monitor or CD drive included in Ihe 
setup has drawn gasps of honor from both 
Sides of the Atlantic. Also, the 060 version 
to be released laier on is rumoured to cost 
an estimated £2,150 + VAT. No-one at 
Amiga Technologies was able to give a 
definite answer on pricing al the time of 
going to press. 

Tyschtschenko also commented that 
they si ifl weren't sure how they were going 
to markel the 4000T on its arrival in the 
UK; 'The US market is very buoyant and a 
good market for fhe 4000T. but wa're still 
planning what we'll ba doing for Europe - 
it’s a very niche market far the machine, 1 ' 

Meanwhile, the manufacture of the 


machine is taking place in a factory near 
Bordeaux in France by a company called 
Solectron. For your £399, Amiga 
Technologies is throwing in software as 
part of a bundle to go along with the 
machine. The Scale MM3QQ has been 
announced as a package that will go with 
the system, but it's doubtful the package 
will ever appear for the floppy-based 1200. 
Anderson commented: There's no point in 
including the Scala system with a floppy- 
based 1 200 with no hard drive - it would be 
impractical. The 1200 wilh a hard drive 
though is much more praclicaf and useful. 1 

Questions are still being asked about the 
size of hard drive that will be provided - a 
figure floating around currently is 170 Mb. 

Bad news, though, came in the shape of 
the CD32 - apparently there are no plans 
presently for resuming the console in the 
States or the UK other than being possibly 
used as a key technology for kiosk 
displays. This was verified by Jonalhan 
Anderson, but he hastened to point out that 
there are deals going on with various 
companies including a Canadian bank la 
use the CD 32 in the commercial arena. 
The future of the FMV cartridge is looking 
decidedly shaky as well If reports are to be 
believed. 

There was a meeting between the 
general managers of all ihe European sub- 
sidiaries on 3 August where many matters 
such as pricing, distribution and much mare 
were resolved. Any official news will have 
to wait though until the press conference to 
be held by Amiga Technologies on 16 
August. More news nexl month. 


flo Rmigas in Escom shops 

It has been confirmed by Petro Tyschtschenka, 
Senior Vice President of Escom and General 
Manager of Amiga Technologies, that ihe Amiga 
will not be appearing in any of the Escom shops 
dotted round the country. The reason for this deci- 
sion was explained by Tyschtschenko: “We used 
to stock the Apple range In our shops but it was 
unsuccessful. We would need people who were 
Amiga educated but the Escom shop staff are very 
much geared towards the PC/* 

Instead, it looks like the main bulk of sales 
will be made through the Independent retailers 
and any chain stores that decide to come on 
board. 


Item life For UistaPro 

The much-heralded landscape package has 
received a useful ally in the form of Geo Morph, The 
utility is a landscape morphing program thal allows 
the user (o create surrealistic fly-by animations. 

There are several types of morph available: 
Linear morphs where the entire landscape changes 
at a consiant rate, accelerated morphs where ihe 
change accelerates or decelerates, and 'wipes' 
where ihe change starts at one side or corner of the 
landscape and sweeps across. 






Gff oMnrph'. Bringing nm w file In VnimPm 


Grow or shrink trees, e imply or fill lakes, change positions of rivers, make clouds that move 
and change, plus alter treelines, snowlines and sea levels on the fly GeoMorph requires 
Vista Pro 3 and a system with hard disk and a minimum of 4 meg. Costing 569.95. interested 
punters should call Chaocity on 901 80S 925 7732. 


OCTOBER 1 995 










Item flmigas an show 


II you're desperale for a sneak preview of the up- 
and-coming Amiga machines, the “Internationale 
Fimkausstellung" fair is being held in Berlin and 
Amiga Technologies, togalber with Escom and 
Virtual Products, have booked (heir 
own booth. This is the 
first time the Amiga will 
be given its official air- 
ing since Commodore 
crashed. 

Held from the 26 August to 3 
September, Ihe 1200 and 
4000T with diffeienl configura- 
tions and several applications will 
be on show for Amiga fanatics to 


gaze over. Also rearing its head are Ihe much talked 
about Virtual i-Q’s l-glasses. Exclusively distributed 
by Escom in Europe, the glasses are a virtual reality 
headset that will allow 1 computer images and televi- 
sion pictures to be displayed in them, 
and is fully compatible with the 
Amiga. Apparently, the 
glasses have received 
positive feedback from 
the industry with IBM 
and Microsoft committing 
themselves to support ihe 
1 new hardware. 

Vintifll f-O's r-glassesi Virtuat 
roality ill homo fakes * stop closer 



Amiga Technologies UK team 

After ihe failed attempt by David Pleasance to buy Commodore 
UK an on-going concern, the new face of Amiga Technologies 
based in Maidenhead near Ihe old headquarters of C=UK has 
appeared on Ihe second floor of a high-street rented office, 
Heading the team is Jonathan Anderson. ex-Product Marketing 
Executive for C=UK, with support from five other former 
Commodore employees including national account manager Bob 
Bumdge and sales manager John Smith. 

Anderson is quick to point out "that it's a real team effort here. 
We're working together to make the Amiga an absolute success 
on its relaunch." 

And for those wondering whai happened to David Pleasance 
and Colin Proudfoot, former managing directors of the UK sub- 
sidiary, Anderson sheds a veiled light on the subject: 'They were 
offered a package and subsequently declined the offer." 1 


Amiga architecture 

The Amiga is continuing its saturation of 
all walks of life - this month sees the 
merger between Delphus Visuals, a 
graphics and animation house, and Visual 
Space and llfusi ration, an architectural 
computer modelling consultants, 

The end result is a collaboration that'll 
produce animated walkthroughs and fly- 
bys primarily for the architectural commu- 
nity and property developers, Using the 
Gyberslorm 060 accelerator, the company 
has big plans for the future using the 
Amiga, 

For more details on how to see your 
dream home turned into a virtual reality, 
contact Simon Wilson on 01633 613300- 


multimedia on the increase 


After the announcement of Image Vision from Imagelab Iasi month, another company In the form of Optonica are 
on the verge ol releasing a multi media package in September to rival Scata's, There are two versions up for grabs 
-MM Experience and MM Experience Pro. 

The former Is aimed at home users allowing the combination of graphics, animations, music modules, text, 
i&und samples and CDXL video into standalone presentations or productions. The package comes with a free 
distribution player so that any end results can bo circulated among potential viewers, 

The MM Experience Pro is suited to the 
professional developer wanting to create 
CD- ROM -based projects, point of informa- 
tion. and point or sale projects and interac- 
tive TV interface systems. Featuring all the 
facilities of the standard version, the more 
advanced additional functions Include ani- 
mated menus, optimisation for CD, project 
management facilities, CD32 controller 
support, ISO prep and ISO build functions, 
project chaining and more. 

The MM Experience retails at £39,95 and 
ihe Fro version at £249.95. 

Also announced is InfoNexus 2, the file 
management system, with a host of 
improvements and new functions at £29,95 
For more details on any of these products, 
contact Optonica on 01455 558282. 

MINI fiptrifnc*; Tho latomt in 
multltnodia pnduellMM Ewporimncm: 

TJi# m irtuitimedim products 



Items briefs 


I - 

lilt on-line 

tn a distinctly tongue-in-cheek move, the 
Trade Union's Congress are planning to 

I open its very own Cyber Canteen at the 
forthcoming Congress from the 11-15 
September in Brighton. They are also 
unleashing their own web site as a 
forum tor debate and information. The 
address is http://poptel.org,uk/tiuc 

make a mouie 

Visitors to the Museum of the Moving 
Image between -the it and 29 October 
are being offered the chance to 
contribute to an animated short film 

5 I called Going To The Pictures as part of 
Ihe Get Animated event being hold 
there. In conjunction with the Art 
Councils web site, The Hub, Internet 
users will be able to download the film 
as it is made, The web address is: 
http://www.ace , mdx . a c. u k/Hub/H tib . ht 
ml 

The home page 

Already receiving a warm welcome from 
visitors, Amtg$ Computings home page 
Is waiting to be perused. For the latest 
news, previews and reviews, simply type 
I in : 

http://ww w.demon .co, uk/a m igaecum p 

flew browser on 
the ujatj 

While Netscape aren't exactly on the 
verge of releasing an Amiga version of 
their now world-famous navigator system, 
P’Jami is a new browser based on the 
stiINn-development Ho (Java which has 
been winning some acclaim for its unique 
features. Developed by Sun Micro- 
systems, they ate making the source code 
available to anyone wishing to pen the 
program over to another format. 

To have a chat with Ihe development 
team., send some e-mail to the following 
address: ami ga-hotjava @ mall. iMNet.de 

Oops 

In our article on Colchester Zoo last 
month, we gave ihe impression that 
Qpton lea's authoring system Interplay 
had been written by Premier Vision. This 
is not true and the package was solely 
created by ihe bods at Optonica. 
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NEWS 


Quad speed for 1EDD 


Quad speed CD-ROMs 3 re beginning to infiltrate ihe Amiga market, ushered along by 
the arrival of Silica's Overdrive Quad Speed unit for (he 1200 Connected through the 
PCMCIA card slot, the CD-ROM is IDE-based and capable of holding up to 650Mb of 
informal ion with a transfer rate of 600K/sec. 

The makers claim that The Overdrive is also compatible with the majority of CD32 
software and has Kodak PholoCD and multi-session compatibility The kit will set you 
back £249 and can be ordered from Silica on 0161 -309 1111. 



CD-flOMi Offering tart transfer rat** and 
C (!<T>P<1 trhjJFry with thm maj&rity if CD32 AOttwat* 



I II 


Cyberscribes wanting lo be the next 
David Mamet. Alan Ackybourn, or 
Caroline Churchill can now visa Allied 
Domocq (nlnmol sill? where mTomKi- 
lion on its arts initiative can be found. 
The international drinks and retailing 
company has recently set up a compe- 
tition for a new playwright somewhere 
to win a L 5000 development gran I tor 
the most promising script outline 

Alter winning, the wiiter wifi he 
given expert advich lo complete the 
play and then wdh extra landing, Ihe 
script will be turned min a refill I v and 
performed on stage. 

For more Information on Ihe Allied 
Domecq 1995 Playwright Award, 
access their site 


more Amiga 
products 


/> (ip //www dt imot 1 co, uk/ftyf teri nl emc- 
tiv&/phiywrigft t. tit mi 


This month sees the announcement of a 
host of products for the Amiga from Gordon 
Harwood. First up is the new PnoGrah Plus 
package featuring S-VHS compatibility. 
Also included is the new version 2.5 soft- 
ware and the real-time colour frame grab- 
ber and digitiser costs £1 £9-95- For existing 
users an upgrade is avails bie for £4.95. 

For users wanting more power to their 
Amiga, Harwood have also announced 
several products for customer perusal. The 
new 1 230-1 V board features 50MHz 6S030 
technology and the Blizzard 1260 Turbo 
Board apparently brings the performance of 
the Cyberstorm 060/50 accelerator to the 
Amiga 1 200. The prices for the former are 
£199.95 and tor the tatter, £599.95. 

For more info, contact Gordon Harwoods 
on 01773 336761. 


Ouer the rainboui 


Cybersystems have a limited quantity of the excellent Rainbow 111 RTG graphics card 
for sale The Rainbow ill comes with 4Mb of super fast VRAM and runs under the EGS 
system These boards are available tor only £275 from Cybersystems on Q1&43 £92150. 


(lews briefs 
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fl fresh start 


The maker of award -winning monitors 
liyama have launched two more in the 
new family of redesigned display 
units. The 17" and 21" Vision Masters 
come with a new sel of controls tea- 
luring just three buttons that allow a 
variety of differing functions, With an 
on-screen display and ergonomically 
designed cabinets, the 17" 
MF-3617E (available in September) 
costs £575 and the £1" MF-8221E 
(available in October) retails at an 
expected £1229. 

More details can be obtained from 
liyama on 0 1436 745482. 


Twisting gour arm 


You should approach friends who are 
members of the Special Reserve 
Discount Club with care - ihe Club 
has announced its 'Summer 
Membership Drive Arm Twister' that is 
offering a fiver to any current memb^ 
who can ini reduce a new member lor 
more than a year. The money will be 
accredited to iheir accounts with the 
Club and can be put toward 
purchase. 

The offer ends on ihe 30 
September and for more details, con- 
tact Special Reserve on 01279 
600205. 


1200 EHpartsion 


CeV Design have announced the 
arrival of Zorro 3 Expansion for the 
1290 in (ho- shape of the New Model 
4B Chassis. Due lo ship this Autumn, 
(he unit offers five Zorro III slots, two 
Zorro II slots, and a keyboard inter- 
face for an external keyboard lo make 
(he 1209 into a Full tower case. There 
are also two video slots and a GPU 
4000 slot plus four PS/2 Simm 
sockets for memory additions, 

For more info, contact CeV Design 
on 001 617 942 0209. 


Blitsed 


For those interested in Blitz Basic 2, a 
new disk magazine has been unveiled 
called SHtzarama. Aimed at beginners 
and experts alike, a free copy of ihe 
first issue can be obtained by sending 
a SAE to; Blitzarama. 8 The 
Deepway, Quorn, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire LE1S 8HG. 
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ipecial Summer Sale Prices until 1st October 


85 mb £ 99.99 
125 mb £ 114.99 
170 mb £ 129.99 
210 mb £ 149.99 
2 58 mb £ 174.99 
344 in b £ 199.99 
510 mb £ 299.99 


Our HIGH SPEED 23' IDE hard 
drives ior the A1200 and 
^ 'm Vi, A 600 computers come com 
plete with tlttmg 

Hi / cable* screws, partitioning 

■ulJF - software, full Instructions 

and 12 months guarantee. 
r All dnves supplies by oursefeves are 
tested, formatted, partitioned and nave 
Workbench installed for immedf- 
ate use. 

Fitting is incredbly simple; if you 

can plug the mouse into the 

mouse socket, you will be able to 

plug the hard drive into the hard drive ^ 

socket! 

Free fitting for personal callers , 


These high spec accelera- 
tors simply fit In the trap- 
door and are compatible 
with The PCMCIA card 
slot. They all use standard 
72 pin SIMMS (upto 32mb| 
and include a battery 
backed up realtime clock, 


A1230 TURBO 50 LIGHT 

FEATURES: 

* 6S0EC30 processor (no MMU) 
running at 50mhz 

* l si mm socket 

* Battery backed clock 

* Socket for an FPU 

ONLY £199,99 


These feature packed. Lop quality modems 
* are probably the bast modems available for 
use with the Amiga. All modems include our 


A123Q TURBO 28 

FEATURES: 

* 66030 (with MMU) and 
68882 FPU both running 

, at 2Smhz 

* Two simm sockets 

* Built in SCSI II interface 

* SCSI cable . 

* Software J 


which includes a cable to connect the modem to 
the- Amiga, NCOMM com ms software and an 
Amiga Guide to Comms, 

Features;- 

* MNP2-4 error correction 
H , MNP 5 dots compression 
n 9 Fax class 1 & 2, Group 3 
:• - * Hayes compatible 

p SO page manual 

-■ • 12 month warranty 

► * GP FAX Software 139-99 

* Termite Software 1-39,99 


postal orders 
(made payable to Siren 
Software) 

ir credit card details to:- 


SFEEDCOM+B 
(14,400 V32bli) 

£09.99 


SPEEDCOM+ET 
(10,200 V32T«rbcr) 

£139.99 


SPEEDCOM+BF 

|2 M«0 V34 & VPC) 

£149.99 


A1230 TURBO 50 P 

FEATURES: 

* 68030 (with MMU) running 
at 50m h 2 

* 2 simm sockets 

* Built in SCSI interface 

■ Socket for a SOmhi PGA 
68882 FPU 

* SCSI cable 

* Software 

ONLY £269.99 


A 1200 32 bit FASTRAM memory 
expansions featuring a batteFy 
backed clack, an accelerator FPU 
socket. 

■ * Easy trapdoor installation. 


2mb £114.99 
4mb £174.99 
8mb £299.99 


Simply fit onto the side of the ASGO 
or ASQO-k Uses standard high 
speed IDE hard drive. Can have 
up to Smbs of RAM fitted to It, 


A500+ 125mb hard drive £189.99 
A 500+ 425vnb hard drive £229,99 

A1 500/42000 Internal hard cards 
available at the same price. 


CD ROM DRIVES 
(Power Computing} 
with Squirrel £ 191-99 

INTERNAL REPLACEMENT 
FLOPPY DRIVES £ 44.99 

GOLIATH HIGH OUTPUT 
POWER SUPPLY £44.99 


Our unique and highly rated external Clock 
Cartridge will enable your Amiga to continually 
store the correct time and date n Us own bat- 
tery backed memory, 

Simply plugs onto the back of the Amiga and 
does not invalidate the warranty. 

Compatible with ALL Amigas ONLY 


es include Vat Postage, - «n 
will be charged at £3.50 p 
ft,), L> ,&0 Europe and £12 
rest of the wcrld. 


ulus £L.OO D^EOiec anc each -a 


No.l 

FOR MAIL ORDER 


APOLLO A 1230 
ACCELERATORS 


SIREN 

SOFTWARE, 

178 BURY NEW RD 
WHITEFIELD, 
MANCHESTER 
M45 6QF, 
ENGLAND 


Access, Visa, Switch, Delta 

Connect etc accepted 


Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm 
Saturday mornings 9am to 12pm 


Please phone first to 
check availability 
of any item. 


From the MG2 junction 17 
head towards Bury, 

We are 50 yards on the 
right hand side after the 
third set of lights. 

The door to our premises 
is next to the 
Psychic Centre opposite 
the Masons Pub. 


■ 

FREEPHONE 
0500 340548 


(credit/ switch card sales only'' 

1 

tel: 0161 796 5279 

* 

* 

■ 

for enquiries or 

— 

fax: 0161 796 3208 


33mhz 68882 FPU 
40mhz 68882 FPU 

£59.99 

£79.99 

1 A60O MEMORY EXPANSIONS 1 

Imb without clock 

£34.99 

Imb with clock 

£39.99 

-i 

/ £ 





A SUBSIDIARY COI\ I 

L 

30 HARTINGTON ROAD, SOU! I 


THE NEW AMOS AGA EXTENSION 
IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM PETRA 
SOFTWARE. 

ORDER THE AMOS AGA 
EXTENSION FROM AMIGANUTS 
NOW AND YOU WILL RECEIVE 
AMOS DIALOG PROCEDURES 
ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE!!! 

IF YOU DON’T BUY .... 

Tel: 01703 348943 


SOFTWARE 

JPANY OF AMIGANUTS 



1 HAMPTON, HANTS. SOW OEW 


THE AMOS AGA EXTENSION AUTHORISED 
BY MICHAEL PRINCE IS THE MISSING LINK 
IN AMOS PROGRAMMING AND IT IS AT A 
PRICE THAT YOU CAN AFFORD!!! 

£10.00 no P-P 

AMOS DIALOGUE PROCEDURES BY JOHN A. 
KINSELLA IS LIKE INTOS, ONLY IT IS MUCH 
BETTER. WITH THIS PROGRAM THERE IS NO 
NEED FOR THE INTERFACE LANGUAGE AS 
THIS DOES IT ALL FOR YOU. 

I T Is 



Tel/Fax: 01703 366069 

J 


Hi 


NEWS 


The price isn’t right 


*o 


he- US Amiga market is cau- 
tiously optimistic about E scorn's 
prospects lor reviving interest in 
the Amiga on this side of the pond. 
New Amiga 4000T& are on the way for 
US customers, but it appears at press 
time (hat E scorn don't believe there's 
enough interest in the A 1200 over here 
to justify releasing an NTSC version in 
North America. This has a large group 
of dedicated Amiga followers anxious lo 
upgrade to AG A but unable to justify an 
A40OOT upset. 

Rumours of a s-lralospheric $3,500 
price for a basic A4QQQT unit hit the 
nets in July and nearly caused even 
high-end Amiga users to panic. 
However, E scorn issued a statement 
that no price had yet been set. and it 
appears that the units will sell for under 
53000, Even at that price, though, it 
appears lhat Escom views the A4000’s 
North American market as strictly 


Gnawing on a 
Reili Termite 


Oregon Research have updated 
their popular Termite comma soft- 
ware (distributed in the UK by 
HiSoft) to version 1,10, which 
sports a number of new features 
and bug fixes. Among the 
Improvements are built-in ZModem 
(the program still supports exter- 
nal XPR protocols as well), built-in 
ANSI and VT1Q2 terminal emula- 
tions, as well as XEM-based sup- 
port for the RIP graphics terminal 
emulation popular on PC BBS sys- 
tems, much fasler scrolling, and a 
multitasking review buffer. 

Giber enhancements include 
chal window history, an improved 
dialer, support for multiple 
palettes. ARexx support in the 
macro subsystem, and an 
improved manual and quick-refer- 
ence card. Most of the nagging 
bugs that plagued ihe initial 
release have been squashed - 1 
have yet lo see a crash in this 
version. 

The update price in the US is 
$10 for a new disk and quick refer- 
ence card, or 515 with the 
improved manual as well. For 
more information, contact Oregon 
Research. 16200 SW Pacific Hwy., 
Suite 162 t Tigard. OR 97224 USA’ 
phone (503) 620-4919; fax (503) 
624-2940; or e-mail orres@tele- 
port.com, (Contact HiSoft for U K, 
update information.) 


Denny Utkin reports on the US market’s 
uncertainty about the new Umiga 
package and price 


high-end video. Despite the Amiga's 
superior OS, it's hand to justify spending 
$2995 for a 25- MHz. 6Mb A4QQQT with 
a 540Mb hard drive and no monitor, 
when the same money will buy a name- 
brand 1 20MHz Pentium system wilh 
16Mb, 1.2Gb of hard dnve space, a 17- 
inch monitor, and a quad-speed CD- 
ROM dnve. 

Despite a growing concern that 
Escom have not only picked up 
Commodore's hardware line, but also 
their marketing prowess, a number of 
US companies are still working hard to 



ms&F^ 


news 


provide new products for Amiga users. 
DKB has a 68060 board in the works 
(look for details next monlh), Final Venter 
4 jus! shipped, and Oregon Research 
has updated Termite, the only 
commercial terminal program available 
m the US. 


Softwood branches out 


Soil Wood, once the tiny publisher of a tew top-notch 
productivity programs, are branching oul to become 
one of the big players in the US Amiga market. The 
company recently purchased the assets of now- 
defunct New Horizons, and now they've announced 
lhat they’ll be carrying Phase 5 hardware products in 
North America, including the Gybervision 64 graph- 
ics card. Blizzard 1230-111 accelerator and 1220-4 
RAM hoard, Fastlane Z3 SCSI card, and Cyberstorm 
060 accelerator for the A4Q00. Other exciting news 
is that Softwood have hinted that the company will 
be working with Phase 5 to bring 650&Q accelerators 
to the Al 200. A2000, and A3C0O senes as well- 

In the meantime, Final Writer is seeming to be an 
oddly inappropriate name for the company's word 
processor. SoltWood has now released version 4 of 
this 'Final' program. The updated version now sports 
an improved user interface wilh click-tab access to 
pages, sections, and requester areas, making many 
functions a click or two away and saving the irouble 
of working through layers of requesters. 

Casual writers will appreciate the addition of a 


professional grammar checker to the program, as 
well as the ability to pull up readability statistics, And 
if you've cursed Final Writer's mechanism lor selecl- 
ing bold and italic text, you'll be happy to know thal 
it’s finally been made simple. The upgrade's only 
$30 from any previous version. 

In ihe US, contact Softwood al (BOO) 247-8330 
(voice): fax (602) 431-8361, or e-mail 

75300.670@compuserve.com for more information. 
European users should contacl iheir local distributor. 



Fbmt Writ** 
4 sports an 
imprwod 
uamr 

Interface, 
a* w *11 mm m 
grammar 
checker 


Breakup of the (IS 


The CompuServe Information Service 
(CIS), home to four Amig;^ forums and the 
only US online service wilh easy access 
from the UK, has announced dramatic 
price cuts. The network’s hourly rates 
have dropped From $4 ,B0 an hour to $2.95 
per hour, and the $9.95 monthly foe now 
includes five hours of access to alt 
services, 

Revamped software is on the way for 
Ihe Mac and PC, but It remains to be seen 


whether CIS will support Amiga devefc 
ers who want to create front-ends for 
favourite computer Hopefully they will, as I 
it appears CIS isn't going to update fhs| 
text-based portions of ils services, bi 
rather concentrate on building its Mosaic 
like graphical user interface. 

CompuServe also announced tha« 
they're going to create a second service, 
code-named WOW!, that will be geared | 
more towards novice computer users. 
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HOW TO ORDER LOW COST DELIVERY Jfttt 


:ry 0 1 1 3 23 1 -9444 

L I .95 24 HR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX; 01 13 231-9191 
£2.95 NEW' BBS Sales & Technical line TEL: 01 13 231-1422 


Oreif r by phww quoting yuie- credit card 
number. If paying by d-eque pleas* make 
payable (W "FlftST COMPUTER CENTRE" 
hi any tiKTekpundence pie. He quote a 
phone number, part code A- C, p- Allow 
5 wurfiirig dap fur (toque clearance 

SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 
DEPT, AC, UNIT 3, ARMLEYPARK 
COURT, STAHNJNGLEVfiD, 
LEEDS. LST2 1AE. 


• Standard dc I ivc ry £1.95 

• 2-3 Week Diys £2.95 

•Next Week Day £4,9S 

Ddivwy subject to stock crraitaWlfty 

• A| I prices in dude VAT @ 1 7.5% 

• Large showroom with parking 

• Multi-million pound company 

• Overseas orders welcome 

• Educational purchase orders welcome 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

»TfW| ifcfwrf-ii- dwlpf 

tierilfmTxl!HAcTT' ." i? c i W | Mimkijn 

■tmttm 1 :nnd Jia'U£F-fw raiilJiUM wpiMij UhML 


Hard Drives 


3,5*' Hard 
Disk Drives 
with A I 200/ 
600 install kit 

| W p ncanvnind U" 
driY&t Im ftrt*4 by qy*irfw.j 

r-a input''# r r rrji n ■ n nj 

inc. software, cable's 41 * d instruction! 

260 Mb, , £ I 19.99 54 CMb,„£ 1 * 9.99 
B 50 Mb„ai 9 99 1 . 05 Gig.. il 74.9 9 
2.5" Hard Drive upgrade kit 
ontyEI £18.99 

Include* set up software, cables and 
full inxEnjcticMiL, no Hard Drive. 

Fitting service available if 

required. 



oppyD 


SONY Deluxe 3.5 "External 

Drive only!!1 £49-99 

Qn.'<W vmitcflj Tlwwiffh [K>rt. AnS-dkk, 
JUiti-vimi v«- 1 i h, IT manlti wjrrjnly and K 
ciMfh durable nteul cue. Wn-riu, on ill 
tTOjiv Excellent valve. 

XL t , 44 e *l driveONLSf I! £ 84 , 99 

A 1 200/6 00 internal drive £ 29.99 
A 5 - 0 01 500+1 membtdrive £ 39 , 99 . 


2.5" Hard Drives for 
A600J 1 A I 200 with 
installation kit 

Inc, software, urrrwt,. [jMrs 
and imLructkiirw 

AMAZING 00Mb, -£89.99 
LOWEST !3QMhJ:iD9.99 
PRICES 250Mb-.£ 139.99 
EVER 34OMb-.ZI09.99 

All irt?M Happltad 3fh# hriri Lsn^irtp Centra Im 
■ mrimm I 3 »«.«■(% **+ **4«d ig ****** 

l«\ cnmpJiih-lHp 

WHEN rr COMES Tp HARD 
DRIVES WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
AND THE BEST, 50 CALL US RlRSTj 


Scanners 


I Power Scan v4. £89.99 

lilt j.'iti! t on XGX Niypa., H pSdlt XljA 

[Power Scan Col £ I 74.99 

il bit tciour turner. It J - ii.v- 

Alpha Scan 800 £99-99 

RCSI il|» ISA wbi ki, on 1 1 

Alpha Scan 256 £139-99 

oca whwir. HD rrei la ju OCR 

Epson GT05OO £549.99 

| CtKurflnbed hxtif R>rMSC 9 dvbti l'»- »■ 
Arr f>-p.irrndn,i ir.i-jii!£ i]:hw- c, prfce £B 9 99 


AMIGA REPAIR 
CENTRE 

Wr rJIrr *F ft E E tiLntxUcn iw» ycur 
A i'igj.ur i'l,, |H-'-t.^rrjJi;iniHirtiii- h 
(.■riiiLi’-eti |. A 
■Wrrtrp tann of 
HJitii.Wrt 
rbantedw 
^WnattolTSW 

rinvivE mir 

-hi 

t *n il«n >nrinj*B 

(LiildcFpkitUfl U 

LUiCulI I I CQ. 



** Lpi - Wi fWfiW muni* .MM HHI [■eJfWIBMM 
ijrWI hm*WI r.;„ , ,,, 1,^51 Tt,-,-. P i.-' » - . i tr-nM-, £jr 

H- If. *il b «*■ t*. ran**' tw 

Tfin-KJH . it rh. *U.hy f IH * -Jt;i i P ,;mm p— r.n-.^l fanfrf gtu tfi 


CD ROM Drives 


auua 

AC D -300 K=1 

. ■ 

Larg* LCD^htiivsi ivw _ • 

ONLV 

£169-99 

• IhwpFin ilc-ii- rmtvnHV phrivCF 

PRlMA Shareware CO ROM 

valued at £ 9. 99 FREE®! with every 

Jorder ftw the AIWA ACD-Jclfi di m 


I Sany o-H94 A2 ^ £ 1 26,99 

• iiotii Attm Ty ne * J00M.B I nmfw rate. 

NEC 6 Xt 6 «Md £ 212.99 

■ * I SOHi. Anm nine • ?M KB Tramfer rate, 

* Fulb' SCSI II frjmpjErtWe * 5™ rim* 

GVP 400 fl+HL, -Ahr^ £ 129,99 

$£Sl ll viterfacE (and lor big bo* Amiga's 

S q ui rrt» > 5 C 5 I Interface £ 45,00 

LVY v n-ii tMH^frt -nttr drive, ( 11.44 sefuniE 


RAM Expansion 


PRlMA 


fteilkte die full potential of yeur 
AkJOG writh the Prirva Technoloale* 

trapdoor BAH -ip.in,|iin. Include, rnral 

lime tlptb 

1 MR RAM 

2 MB RAM 
4 MB RAM 
R MB RAM 

IHBilJMHiCOPRO 
4 MS A 11 MHi COPRO 
a MBA 12 MHrCOPRO 
Part exchange available on your 
aid mem ary. Call for pricing. 


fill. ft 
£ti9.?9| 
f 33 J Ml 
t 141 9? 
t 2 M.?T 
t 3?7 W\ 


■ 

i ■ ^ 

ML 


ASDO^OO+IiOO RAM Expansion 


PRlHA AS«B Silk BAM \iw clocfcy 1 4 n 
dRIH A A 5 D 0 Pk.iv I Mb RAM . J 4 44 
PRlMA A 430 I Mb RAM (no thxh >£24 Vt 


Monitors 



All ..ur ntnnlEurt ((ihlfly UK 
ipecintatlDAi. All nionlun camt 
Midi ceneecimg Heidi*, 

Microwtec 
Autoscan I43fl 

.IB dpi. HUB KHz. aFll 
Aftub* rTiodn, AC A I 
I niryitlibi* Mil judici, i ill I 
a uMveil stand. 

only £274.99 

+AlJQ0'f requw dn dddptor (A.99 



I Mb 72 Pin SIMM! 

2Mb 72 Pm SIMM 
| 4 Mb 72 Pin SIMM 
B Mb 72 Pin SIMM 
I* Mb 72 pinSIMM 
IMblOpin SIMM 
H Mb JO pin SIMM 
156by4DRAM(DILs| 

I Mb by 4 ZIFFS 
25 A by 4 ZIFFS 
Part exchange available an your 
AW memory* Cill for pt 


Printers 


Canon 


iBjlB 


n BJCTOColoiir 

’ i-w-jUi tacT.i pn-H 

'“f’BjaMfcx 


£204,9? 

■ AST hull In 

£299.99 

” £129.99 


mvm pf"r>to. »Hi»J 'I# 

Pjkmi BJC4 OO&Cotour £ 299 99 

|h tpjlkll i rdnajr. Wf«r l|K |PfWftl|T| 146 4|» 

Zanon 8)C£ 00* Catour £459.99 

r hRikhL Mknvd -c-stvur prrtw. r-rv*«f T 36 

fXJl HEWLETT* 
WlrA PACKARD 

fFMOmana £279.99 

ataar up«TviBilHr r*wrw »r#i |vL 

HPl20r540 Colour Kit £36.99 

|HPb6i> Colour C38S.99 

IkLr*. tciffU* Pf%|#< #t*" HP 

|Newn HP SP laser printer £729, ?9 

EPSON 

r5tyfu«<ofQur £449,9? 

I 44 IW**W aw. *4l* r»fK»(iUf^ 

iNiwf. 1 Epson Stylus Pro £799-9? 


CH'IZKN 


Crtiun printcn hive a 2 year guajantec 

A BC Colour printer £ 145.99 

until, ju wr u ABU in w* M f,n pwrtnr (cpnii 
LEurifUJd Mh SI iB*#r Auri-i ihuc f»«d#r 
Tr»dw Iwd "i»hmI *4: 03. fS 
vrrir l ■ J 4 If II Miifhs HnhruF ih# cateur cfibar« 

Prujfti II Colour £ 249,99 I 

His tckiup Imfit prffir bufit in linn ihwrt N pid i i 

m Wf JProjet 3 more £f»OA 

w a h ,,,,-iur n» *hi 

w m m fc y . 


a, 1 v*u I 


ES23I 


(Zd4>L# Ml Jfl Aau S 


Sta r LC I 00 ? pin Colour £ 121.99 

f pin f sl'iur ^prlnlvT, I hH-fll hM£ If 0 Ci|ri- 4rpA 

Star LC 9 Q 9 pin mono £ 102.99 

1 pip mu no print or ASP MIH In. paiih fcroctor npUanaL 

Star LC24 On pin mono £117.99 

H p" *w... aiF tun*,. 

Star LC 24 DC 24 pin Colour £ 1 34 . 9? | 

14 pw ukauir p^inLor A^F tuUl In. * LO *■ 

Star SJ I 44 Cuiuu, £229.??] 

Siun»jnj iP-rdih-i c*lpsr Uiwni tronkr pirtr, | 
riAM f LiHiia, 2 p^m mbu, 14 p'p<m cotaur. 


ra st^prt^FAXModem |_S~I Disks/Storage. 

^ -j h- ~ O • 


f low low 
Prices 


Suftmr-MJtModem 283 


* Up ut I IS^EOfcpa |.4]h<ii 4 
V Uhic A Aifcf rr,Hi Aniww 4 
1 fll V34Siirtriiii 

HC ilium lafitati* 


Oadi i h 2 Fu 

LCD DlipLap 
• HUiA ROM 

IVwWiffpop 


only £199.99 

li It ab*Fii,!plh> il-stiri Hlp^a'i Hum? . 

If wi R-tiKill - Amiga Cenyiudna Q(( 1 444 

Su&vFAM*K*fo*n I 

I Thh rv:d,m Ull 1 1M4 bwn, in -yjn V 3 
p.M,V.Hbh, VU.VH. HHPI-I, Vaj. I 

| 4 1 HMi I <H4 H-*h V 1 F. . t-faUrtfr— 

j i." I I - ■ TV'- 4 <*H- 

■■■■■.99 



only ( 

DIKilohotKs 


New 

Low 

*rtee5 


Supf Or -pk M woc/gffl 144 lc| 
V.32 bis (14400 baud) 

■.uar i irtl in-tiuii irl in* OUtU V]lAi Fil nudlfn. 
Iuiimu m b-b4 bw iLil, I ru Mi, UM UiU 

now only £96.99 


n# Bart , 

pntiim la wall lb «bn c>*t p«rinir*ri D ABT ippmiid I 
medwnL Skjpn Pf«k»n i fwn ■ 1 p 


| WE ARE PREFERRED USB DEALERS 

\ 5 portskr 288 

only £193.99 

tenure* VJI, iB.UM &Fi. 


ILA&T appFKIUpd 
: VJilhifa Alb fin Dry V 3-4 I £ BLOW Im) 


Sportster 1 44 £13499 1 

Amazing price reduenon on 
Courier Dual Standard V34+ 
£287,99 Now 33.600 bps. 


QTY BuIkDS'DD BrandecJ-Tu 

10 

£3.4? 

£4.49 

to 

£9.99 

Cl 1.9V 

54 

£15 9? 

£16,99 

iao 

£79,?? 

£35.?? 

200 

£S2.9? 

£63.49 

soo 

£118 99 

£142.?? 

1000 

fiM.W 

£253.99 

| U ibJa , it jjnracipMt Al ImWc Mt im nihliM | 



►MJI 

CO t^Ofc 

Disk labels 
500 £6.99 
I 000 £9.99 
Re-Mark- It disk Libel* x 1 0 £1.49 
10 Capacity box £0.9? 

50 Capacity lockable box £3 .99 

I DO Capacity lockable box £5.49 

*90 Capacity Ban* b*x £10 99 
' 1 50 Capac ity Fos»u box £20.99 
4 00 Capacity CD holder £4 .99 

“add 1 ] 'K Priivrnf il pipthzwig jut t one Fr*ui 
I ur Sim: bov. Wtimol dHnery -to* pvcHai^-d 
L*Rth nther product or when tiuying 3 or r*jre_ 


Ribbons 


Citizen SwilL 1 ABC niurtu 

0.99 

C id ten Swift' ARC colour 

£ 1 2.99 

5 tir LC 90 mono rifofcKkn 

£ 4.99 

[Star L.C 1 0 1 40 mono 

£ 3,69 

Slat LCI D ,’ 140 culciuf 

£ 7 . 9 ? 

IStaj- LCI 4 fl« colour 

£ 11 . 9 ? 

SrarLC 240 cmonn 

£ 6.99 

pr.irLC 240 nicmn 

£ 5 . 9 ? 

Star LC 24, 1 Qi 7 QDi 300 Culbur 

£ 13 , 9 ? 

Re-Ink Spray for mono rlbb&iii 

£ 11.99 


| HOST OTHER MAKES AVAILABLE 

PREMIER-INK 
Cartridge Refills 

■ n ■ hrUirts in ruiiiiiiij tti-L, -rich piMi-r 
nkibubhl*- i-l CtamjiatiM* wilh (Iih HP 
|Dci-,rt iwin. Cinnn FiC- 1 J&'IDili 

I] WHO, Star 4 J 4 I. Clnzeo Fro|et and many 
l.ithcrk. Foil fiiqi oicnlnun. avallxMe. 

ijfle refill a (SIlnl> U> 99 

rwinreRlli ( 44 m|) £ 12.99 

Thru* cpkiur Jot (tSml) £19 99 

all colour bit (Mml) £ 27 - 9 ? 

| Liu Ik rehlla ( 1 35 ml j £ 34.99 

Miscellaneous 
iPfinter Switch Box 1 way £ 12.99 

IPfintfr Swifth Box J way £17 99 

IPrinter Stand* (Uni venal} £ 1 . 9 ? 

1 l,t Metre: primer cable • -i VV 

|3 Kvcre printer cable £4 99 

h Metre printer c-dbN- £(.?? 

| LC Metre printer cable £ 12,99 

Jlel part eat eniicihcabl« £ 9.99 


Ink Cartridges 

Canon BJ 1 0 i‘S tn r SJ 4 fl £ If . 99 I 

Canon Bj 20 Di 236 £ 19-99 

Canon BJ 36 (] pack) £ 13.99 

CairaniJC T®rnDna(] path) £10 99 
Canon BJC 70 colour (3 puk) £ 14.91 
CanPO BJC40QJ>(alour (■unElr) L|* 4? 
Cano n B JC 4900 muns (sin ^ I ui £ 7 .94 
Canon B|C 4400 memohdh cap. £ 21,99 
Canon BjC HUt manut^mf. £ 1 4,49 
Canon 8 jC 400 e tdoiif £B ?4 

HP, DeskJet colour £ 2 ?.f 9 

HP. Deikjct double mono £ 24,99 
HP. Deikjet 664 double mono £ 25.99 
HP-P«(kjet 460 colour £ 27.99 

Epion Stylus mono £1499 

Epion Stylus colour £ 36.99 

Srar SJ 144 m.:ni>i'cnkiur(%iri^tt j £0 99 | 

Covers 

All printer duit covers £S .99 1 

Paper 

Wlee* app't nnlg “i»erv orde-W with p™<« I 
or purchased! din-rt fren* U'- ummrniHn 
Tanfold J Exactor iredi) 540 aheeti 14,99 
Fanfold (tractor fwd> l Q 00 *hem£ft .99 
Fanfold (tractor fi-rdj 2 G 0 Q shocta^ I V 49 
filigfe ihetl JOHiltfSH £ 4 . 9 ? 

Single iherr ia04rf-nett £4,99 

Single sheet 2004 iheeti £ I 7 44 

Epson Stylus 710 dpi piper pick £. 12 .?? | 
Bribery Ibr UOt dweti £i.l» wkfi fmthut? 
wehnui srinrn 

Printer repiir sjM-ct.il ists , -u i^tc 


Viper II 20 HMU £145.99 
Viper IMO EC £109.99 
Roboshift M K I £9.99 
NewMega Mouse?- £12,99 
Mega Housenoodpi £ I 1.49 
True Mouseioodp, £10,99 
Crystal Trackball £34.99 
ZyFi-2 Speakers £26,99 
ZyFi Pro Speakers £5 7. 99 
Amiga Modulator £34.99 
Amiga PSU £34,99 

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER!’ 
Workbench 1.1 software 
upgnde 

pnly £29.99 

Ricldtart 2 . 0-1 £ 34.49 

Kicks tirt 2,45 f for use in A 60 Q> £ 34.99 
Fatter Ajfiirs 9375 - lb £ 26.99 

Super Dentist £ 14.99 

6 S 7 1 -43 J 4 Knybnird cnntradlcr £ | 3 . 9 ? 
CIA B 520 A UO cuntrolfer £ 14 . 9 ? 
6888 2 Co Pro 25 mh i PLCC £3 4.99 
63 S 82 Co Pm 33 mh i PLCC £ 44 .?? 


Tirbotech realtime clock 
cartridge £ 17.99 lits any Amiga 


CD ROM Software 


THE BIGGEST SELECTION IN THE COUNTRY 
ALL AT THE BEST PRICES..TROM THE NO. 1 IN CD-ROM 

17 Bit Collection! Double} 

£78.?? 

ColdFlsh 2 

£24.49 

1 7 Bit Continuation 

£14.49 

Graflx S^satlons 

£17.49 

U Bn Phase 4 

£14.49 

f9twlfGrolif r* Ervcydoi>od«a 

£25.9? 

1 7 Bit' LSD compendium 1 

£14.99 

llluiiuni in 3D 

£0.9? 

1 7 Bit> LSD compendium 2 

£ 14.99 

HJfhl: ROM 

£19 99 

Adult Seilaatiow (Ov«r 1 fl'i) 

£1 7,99 

Light Worics 

£19 9? 

Atnlnet 5 

£ 1 2.4? 

Mxg'C lllu-cinm 

£114? 

Aminat# 

£14.49 

MrnEing Pearls l 

£9.99 

Nwwfl Aminet 7 

£14.4? 

Meeting Febrla IE 

£9.99 

Armi ir L culhectian (Eta *et 4 Ct>'i| 

£74.49 

MuPtiHedi.i Toolkit 2 (IxCD's) 

£27.99 

Ntwil Amui Ui«n CD Vrr 2. 

£16,99 

Network CO 

£12 49 

AnnttR [ions (Dotiblc) 

£17,4? 

New Prirtlf Prima CO Vcjl, 1 

£9.99 

Aiwidm (DnuWp). 

£14.99 

Prafenionaf G if* 

£17 49 

BC 1 Not 1 

£199 

Proffeisiunal U Li litim. 

£17.49 

BCI Net 2 

£17.49 

Sounds Temflt (Doublejl 

£17.49 

CAM 1 (Double) 

£22.49 

Space And Astronomy 

£14.99 

CD-PDJ 

£6.99 

Spectrum ScnxatdcMis 

£ 1 7.49 

CD-PD2 

£6 9? 

The Beauty af Chad* 

£1 3.49 

CD-PD 1 

£■.?? 

NWiffTen on Ten p^ck (IOxCD's) 

£35.99 

CD-FD4 

£12.99 

He vfHJPD Ck.UI C D (4 m CDs) 

£27.??: 

OemoCO 1 

£1,99 

MtwttWorid Of Pinirpri 

£12.9? 

Di-moCDI 

£6.91 

WFD Hottest 4 

£17.99 

Euniicenr 

£12.49 

WPD Hottest 5 

£19.99 

Fractal UrtiVerie 

£17.49 

Wterd Science Fonts 

£6.99 

Fresh Fish® 

£27,49 

Weird ScwmcfClipxrt 

£6.99 

^atovfiy 

£6,ff 

Wierd Science Animaticm 

£16.99 

GoldFiih 1 

£24.49 

NevdfZoom 

£16.99 


FREE!! Prima Shareware CD-ROM worth £10 
with every order of CD-ROM software over £30 
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onathan Poller says he won't 
carry on, Games publishers say 
it's the reason they've dropped 
ihe Amiga. Big Amiga names like ASDG, 
Gold Disk, New Horizons and Digital 
Creations have all dropped below the 
horizon for one reason or another. It's no! 
necessarily all connected with piracy, but 
it has to be said lhal piracy on the Amiga 
Is rife, 

Sometimes people use piracy as 
an excuse because the only way they 
can gel to see a piece of software in 
these Amiga shop-free days is to get a 
dodgy copy pi it from a friend, This is par- 
ticularly irue of serious software - shops 
are pretty much guaranteed to be able 
to selt a £25 game, bul a piece 
of software retailing al £2507 They 
aren't likely lo want to take the chance it 
doesn't sell. 

The software companies can get 
around this lo some extent by making 
more demo versions of their software, lim- 
ited time versions, save disabled ver- 
sions. versions where you can only use a 
tiny area of the screen. It would help peo- 
ple make the decision to buy and would 
probably resull in increased revenue for 
the company. They will, of course f still 
have the problem of ensuring a wide dis- 
tribution of Ihese demo versions, but with 
magazines panting for new material and 
the Internet becoming ever more popular, 
only the insular of companies will find 
themselves with difficulties. 

But Ihe area hil hardest Is certainly 
games. People rip games off left, right 
and centre. It's not just an Amiga 
phenomenon - every week in the leisure 
computing trade mag CTW, some 
company or other is claiming they have 
losl millions of dollars (billions in some 
cases) in revenue owing lo piracy. This is 
sometimes because a pirated \ sion of a 
game is in some way improved jiving the 
player endless lives or the ability to install 
the game ontn a hard drive, and I may 
be in a tiny minority, but I won't buy a 
game that won'l lake advantage of extra 
RAM, processor power or additional 
floppy drives. 

I'm also no! keen on games lhal don't 
install on a hard drive. Perhaps it's about 


The final uersion 


The HC team 


If formodote hasn’t 
hilled the ffmiga. perhaps 
piracy will Ben Host 
Ieohs at an euer more 
dangerous problem 


lime games companies looked to the 
somewhat higher end of the market, After 
all, who's more likely to buy a game - a 
person who actively expands their Amiga 
and is willing to spend money on it, or 
someone whose only investment has 
been a joystick? 

Escom need to have a concrete 
software strategy in place. It's all very well 
getting the hardware back in place, but 
withoul companies like ASDG and 
LucasArls back in the fold, serious and 
games users of the Amiga may as well 
give up now and get that Mac or PC. 
Perhaps, tike Microsoft, Escom need to 
have an in-house software team creating 
new word processors, games and image 
processing packages, They could afford to 
get the best programmers out there, par- 
ticularly ihose in the public domain and 
shareware fields, and really bring some 
quality software back onto our beloved 
platform. 

Added revenue from software sales 
could help to bolster R&D budgets, 
pushing the Amiga back towards Ihe 
forefront of computer technology - whore 
H belongs and was ten years ago. We are 
getling faster base level machines with a 
greater capacity for RAM. and hard drives 


§1* 


Iht 


are becoming more and more comma 
place, but there are no staggerin 
advances in the graphics, sound i 
operating system technology the! powe 
the Amiga. 

The operating system could deli nits 
stand a little more game -friendliness, 
you give programmers tho tool^j. the 
need to rapidly scroll screens, pl-^ba 
animations, or manipulate bobs In 
OS, publishing houses wouldn't need t 
reinvent the wheel with every game th 
write. This won't improve the situation 
a vis piracy, but it might attract some 
the game publishers back from olher plat- 
forms where these things are, or will soo 
be, taken for granted. 

So who is this Jo na than Potter? He': 
the guy that spent the Iasi four year 
developing Directory Opus, only to threa 
len lo give it all up because his software 
is available from every pirate BBS in tti 
world. 
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flu's'.ness Medlines Lid a 1 * not 
fe r cyi| of the erodes in this ssve or for any of the opn> 
iops ejrjsrttitt 1 . 


For hk yean .Amiga Cwnpuriiif hju been the leading 
magazine for Amip MidunJaiUh As a key memher 
of dw 3DG fommWcaEMtii group, Amiga 
Computing promises to inform, educate and 
m(rrtai.n id readers each mond 1 , with dl* mtnt 
dciitated coverage of the Amiga available, 
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The Fall & Rise in Amiga 
Frame Grabbin 


ProGrab™ has caused a Real Fall in the Price of Quality Frame Grabbing 


p'nqr,i-n viTor-g 
YOU tnr 1 


ProGrab 1 *.., 

Erif-Jlt 2.5 
wfiw'iw m>*' 

■ kl| 1 pO <1 lw 
Vlitu.il Memory . 
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- the Rise in Standards speak for themselves! 




The revolutionary NEW S-VHS ProGrab" 1 ' 24RT Plus, with Teletext, is not only the best way to get 
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real 
time. PAL-5ECAM-NT5C*, 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of 
image grabbing on the Amiga, and at the same time has received rave reviews for its ease 
of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab Plus™ is now S-VHS compatible too] 
ProGrab™ has received honours from just about every Amiga magazine! 

And... with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology either... 

A simple 3 stage operation ensures the 
right results - Real Time, after time. 


Grdb Images with 
your camcorder 
including S-VHS 


Take a signal from ,1 _ 
TV VirtiH SCAtfl output 


ProGrab"'... 

supporti nf jEccnl 
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jiu#d In J4 Rn 
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Use d satellite recever 
as your output device- 


Grafcr TV or video 
ptfluros frnm your 
VCRS video output 
including S-VHS 


ProGrab' 1 ',,, 

wppcm ir r niiM, 
nj&MH Clipbajrd 
JPEG. AMP PCX 
TtFP " Fik- 

or Artmi Tilt 
oulpyri lormirb All 
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row .m Mi' bn i , >3 
Into ProKjiJti" 
ditctNr In 
A far*^ of lunge 
processing fif«n 

puicrct :ijj'’riui!-iij 
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rtwwpma fel'r 

Mipporti I'roOriti 
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Loader' ca enadle 
grahs a-r-rrlji frogi, 
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STAGE f... 

Select- any video source with S-VHS or composite output. Tins could 
De your camcorder. TV with SGART output, satellite receiver 
domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing through 
your VCR/player. . the choice is yours. 


STAGE 2 m * 

With ProGrabfc software, select an image you wish to capture 
uiinsg the on screen preview window - and Grab [because the 
hardware grabs frames in real time, there's no need for a freeze frame 
facility on the source dew|. ProGrab™ even includes a Teletext viewing/ 
capturing facility from either TV or satellite sources Once grabbed, simply 
download and view the furl image on your Amiga screen 


STAGE 3m. 

Use the image with w favourite word processor DTP or graphics package 


For just £129.95 

hC-jr.YJ 1 *-' IS SuppUfd iMncfi 

everyVimg ycxul rad 

■ PraGraP” 24 I 7 T Plus Digitiser- 
« IVuw Vttilon ?,5 SoIDwjht 
» Parallel Fort Connecting Cable 
■ Mains Power Supply Uiiit 
* User M.inu.iJ 
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PrnGf.jfc v optional RCMCH Interface 
c an cubend performance e^en man* 
Jill [Pie seflOuVHt5reSi-dr\tl user 

• PCMCIA interface lor A*QDs 

and At 2CGi only £29 95 

ijvinq r.A.STTR opera Ben 
■ Filler Dwnloadrng Tmcs 
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wfioc speeds at up so 
f I tps limnci; .met B Sip 1 '. |rolour| 

■ New sound sampling and jntmHton 
raiXYtiUtitt iM.’pt'Cfite sound samplcsf 
Fcquircdl 

- ,=f.' llll' ■ •! I-. Ill-M ? 1l yn II A I , 

h.Td drrvr 


ProGrab 1 ■’ really does make 
jf that simpler 


PjoGm/" suppons any Amiga wen tciruiar 
2M or later and I tVlf. »' 


Now coitipatible 
with both VMS 
I S-VHS! _ 
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[ For more information or to get 
your hands on the NEW ProGrab 
Plus'” call our safes line on 

01 773 836781 
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or Posr/FAX your requirements 
on the order form provided to . 


!■ compulerta 

harwood 





the UK's favourite Amiga Dealer 

Gordon Harwood CumpuitTs Limik'd. 

Ncwii Sif-L'et. Alfreiuii, E>trit>ys]i Lrf 

Tel: 01 836781 fa.\: UE 83 1 ()■+[) 
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JnilijlK); 
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Mease msh me,,. ProGrab Ftus 9 £ 129.95 ine. p£p 
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EHtracting 
CouerDish files 


M) 


f you have already booted this 
month’s CoverDisks, you may- 
have noliced a slight change to 
normal, We are now using Commodore's 
installer utility to try and make extracting 
the archives as easy as possible for you. 

To extract any single archive, simply 
double-click its icon and follow the on- 


screen instructions. If you wan! to quickly 
extract the program lo RAM. select ihe 
NOVICE level on the welcome screen 
and press proceed once on the current 
screen, and then again on the next. The 
program can now be found in your RAM 
disk. 

You also have the option of using a 
floppy disk. If you pick this option make 
sure you have a blank formatted disk al 
the ready, and if you only have one disk 
gel ready for lots of disk swapping and- a 
long : wail. 
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of disks, (rammed with the best utilities around 


Address uourr 


DFfl 


Author: Dirk Federleln 

Workbench: 2.04 

Everyone has an address book of one 
sort or another. Generally they are fairly 
tatty things with plenty of scribbles, cor- 
rections, and different hand writing 
styles. What you need is a program to 
keep all your loved ones' and friends' 
addresses and phone numbers stored in 
a convenient place, 

DFA really is the perfect solution. The 
program is split into a number of smaller 
parts, so the main executable is small 
enough to keep in your WBStartup 
drawer. If you ever need to find some- 
one's address DFA has a Applcon, so a 
quick double-click is all that is needed to 
pop up the main DFA screen wrlh a list 
view of all the people in your address 
book. 

To install you should really use the 
provided installer script as it is a little 
complicated and a number of tool types 
have to be set correctly. Other than I hat, 
it should be quite painless as virtually all 
the DFA files are held together in a 



The main OF A window - mil your 
friends and cpnlacf* c.in be 
grouped an it listed from here 


n iimnmm 






<■**»• prm | 



TMi la when? yw •rttmr alt you favourite 
penpl* into your buiylntf address beak 






t 


single directory. The first thing you will 
notice when you run DFA is that is has a 
very handy tool bar across the top of its 
window. All the more common com- 
mands are accessible via this tool bar. If 
you are not sure what each icon means,, 
just place the mouse pointer over the 
relevant icon and its functions will 
appear in the information box at Ihe top 
right. 

Adding new entries is very straight- 
forward. Click on the New icon, which is 
the little (older icon, This pops up ano- 
ther window with a number pf fields. The 
form is fairly standard allowing you to 
enter, among other things, the person's 
name, address, phone number and up 
to three e-mail addresses, You can cur- 
sor between each field, and each 



OF A is extremity configurable, 
ttm fonts, window positron and 
App«Jirsncff PAR b* changed 
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Faulty [ouerQisks 



If you should find your Amiga 
Computing CoverDisk damaged or 
faulty, please return it to: 

TIB Pic , TIB House, 11 Edward 
Street, Bradford. W. Yorks BD4 
7BH L 

Please allow 28 days for delivery 
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person can be placed in up to eight 
different groups. 

Once you have a few people entered 
into DFA you can cursor up and down 
The list on the main window A select ion 
cl their details is displayed in a small 
window at the bottom, or you can view 
their entire entry by pressing return or 
double-clicking. 

DFA comps with a fairly comprehen- 
sive preference program, along with the 
laiiiy normal window positioning and a 
choice of the fonts it uses. You can 
change exactly what information is dis- 
played in both the main address list view 
and also the smaller panel listview that 
is at the bottom of OFA's window. 

A couple of DFA's more unusual fea- 
tures is that it has been designed with 
network use in mind. Therefore, a num- 
ber of people can share the same 
address book over a network without 
any of the usual read/write conflicts. 
The other unusual feature is that if you 
have a modem attached, and then a 
phone connected to your modem, you 
can get the computer to phone up a 
particular person, 


DISK 2 


epoch UoMager 

Author: Jack Pritchard 

Workbench: 2.04 

1$ your life a messT Never know what you 
are meant to be doing next? Always 
forgetting about loved ones’ birth- 
days, weddings or bar mitzvah? Weil, 
epoch Voyager can help you get back on 
track. 


planner Is provided where every day ot 
the year is available, Just dick on the 
appropriate day and all the relevant 
entries for that day can be viewed. If 
that was not enough for you, there are 
two separate address books, It is possi- 
ble to search between the address book 
and you diary for any coincidences, 
Consequently . if you wanted to know 
what appointments you have with Fred 
Bioggs, there is no problem. 


This is a fully-featured Personal 
Information Manager, so it anyone asks 
you know what to tell them, Voyager 
allows you to store all your coming 
appointments, special events, deadlines or 
whatever you need reminding about. 

The main screen of Voyager is a diary 
which allows you to select a specific day 
from which you can enter a start time, 
an end time, a category, an occasion, a 
location and up to nine pages ot text. 
You can also have a daily planner with 
up to SO lines of text in each entry. 

Whenever you run epoch Voyager, it 
will check the next seven days to see if 
you have any entries in your diary. 
Along with the plain diary, it is possible 
to add anniversaries so every year you 
will be warned of impending birthday or 
wedding anniversaries. Along with these 
features you can also add simple 
reminder messages. By entering a date 
and a +- days amount, you can jog your 
memory on a daily basis - hopefully 
never forgetting some important task. 

For a wider view of things, a year 
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Ha-op your Ufa In ordmr, and navvr wtl*i 
anothfr ctat* wfWi ppoth Voyagar 


PlaqlE 

Author: 

Workbench: 2.04 

When the Amiga first arrived ten years 
ago, its custom sound chips were slate 
of the art, and even today the sample 
quality produced by the Amiga is super- 
ior to the FeeG's basic Sound Blaster 
and Ab lib boards. 

The fact that other platforms have 
realised that people might actually want 
their computers to make some sound 
has meant that over the last lew years a 
number of incompatible sample formats 
have emerged:. 

Along with the Amiga's own IFF-SSVX 
format there is Wave, Voice, Sun Audio, 
Maud, AIFF and not to mention plane 
raw sample formats - most of which can 
handle 8 or 1 6-bits, mono or stereo, and 
additional sample compression, 

PI ay 16 will allow you to play all the 
above mentioned sample formats and 
more. There are a number of ways to 
use Play 16, the simplest being to run it 
and use the file requester to choose a 
sample. Play 16 will then auto detect the 
sample type and play it. 

There are some more advanced 
options available which can only be 
accessed Irorn a shell Two of the more 
interesting ones it provides include 
direct Maestro Pro output, if you own 
such a board, and also that it supports a 
new sound driver system called Cyber 
Sound. 
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PS 3 U 1 

Author: Jarno Paananen 

Workbench; 1 .2 

There are more tracker players on lha 
Amiga than fish in the sea. Well that’s 
probably nol true, as there are not too 
many fish left in ihe sea, but thai's what 
you get for having an unmanaged natural 
resource. 

Anyway back to PS3M - what does it 
do I hear you cry? Well, it could have 
been just another typical pro tracker 
player. But what PS3M does is support 
the new PC tracker formats, specifically 


PS3M wrili Ajinftf.fi 
ijiyfillng up Id 32 
ehdfljfBfp - ff 
computer can Ijvfce 
the atuln 



Scream Tracker 3. and (he scream 
Iracker file extension is 'S3M'. hence 
the name PS3M, 

Even though trackers were invented 
on the Amiga, the emergence oil high- 
end sound cards for PCs has mean! 
that PC trackers new support up to 32 
channels at IS-bil. it might sound 
impossible tor the Amiga to reproduce 
this feat, but an A 1200 wi!h fas! memory 
will happy manage 16 channels at aboul 
24 KHz. 

One of the interesting features is that 
you can specify what speed the sam- 
ples should be played at, and this 
ranges all the way down to 4KHz - 
although any thing above 2QKHz gives 
good results. Along with the normal sup- 
per® for Pro tracker and Scream tracker 
modules, PS3M will also handle 6-8 
channel Fast tracker, 1-32 channel style 
Protracker, and finally multiTracker 
modules. 

You are nol just restricted fo the 
typical mono or stereo sound oufput 
either. PS3M has support for fake 
surround sound, or even real surround 
Sound for all you people with Dolby 
Prologic decoders, and Ff l hat was nol 
enough for you, PS3M can replay at 
14-bit quality A word of warning, how- 
ever, If you want to use all these 
features, do nol expect so have much 
processor time left. 

Uirus Checker 

Author: John Veldthuis 

Workbench; 1.3 

This is another favourile that should 
reside in everyone's WBStartup drawer. 
Those nasty viruses are always on the 
prowl, so a good virus checker is essen- 
tial.. The latest version adds more of the 
nasiy hliiters to its armoury, so you 
will have even more protection than 
before Sounds like a good under arm 
deodorant. 


(Mber Sound 

Author; Christian Buchner 

Workbench; 2.04 

If you want to use lha 14-tail output of PlaylG you are 
going to need the Cyber Sound device, and being 
the nice chaps and chappesses that we are. here it 
is. Cyber Sound allows your Amuga la produce sound 
output al 14-bit quality, at speeds of up to 60KHz ? 
depending on what system you have. The drawback 
is that if requires more processor power and is only 
really usable with an 020. 

This miraculous teal is achieved by mixing two 
channels, one playing al maximum volume, (he other 
al minimum - so producing a stereo output uses all 
four channels, The end result is that playing a 16-bit 
sample produces a lot less ’hiss' lhan the norma! 
way of cropping it down to fl-bite, 

To get the best results, a calibration preference 
program is provided. This allows you to test the 
Amiga's sound chips over its entire sound range, and 



TJie Cyber SdlTftd C.lFrbrnlp(jn allows 
you to fine tune the 14-bit replay 

lets Cyber Sound accommodate the slight variations 
lha! exist in all Amiga sound chips. Doing The calibra- 
tion will allow Cyber Sound to produce the besl 
output quality possible 
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Author: Gael Marziou end 
Philippe Bastiani 

Workbench; 2.04 



Yet Another Kom modify. as the man said 
Yak is another one of those wonderful 
commodities. Commodore did manage toi 


YAK. maybe another commodity, but jf 
pro vide a plenty of usetul funeiiorts 


Tiff Data type | 

Author: Bert, Wynants 

Workbench; 3.0 

Tiff is a Widely-used image format in ibtl 
computing world, even ihough it has never 1 
really been used on the Amiga - probably 1 
because IFF is a good all rounder. It is I 
aboul time someone did a Tiff data type, J 
because it was about lha only major 1 
picture format that was not supported by I 
them. 

This js compatible with version 6 of ihe | 
TIFF specs and supports 1,2,3,4,5,11 
6,7,8,24, and 32-bit depth images along || 
wilh line art, grey scale, palette images,! 
24-bi( colour RGB. and finally 32-bit colour If 
CMYK. 

To get the best out of the dala type you II 
really need 2 meg, and a hard drive to I 
store temporary files. 


FOG Data lijpe 

Author. Cfoanto© 

Workbench: 3,0 


Yes, its another data type, and for a file 
formal you may never of heard about, This 
is going to be a very importanl file formal 
«n Ihe Future because if you dud not know. 



PNG if the lieit tortalpw* 
picture farmer Around 








COVERDISKS 


do a couple of things nght after all. 

Yak has bean around for a good while 
now and works along the lines of 
MulfiCX. It provides lots of useful little 
additions lo Workbench. The main pari of 
Yak gives you belter control over your 
windows. You have all the usual dick to 
toni/back and screen cycling, along wi(h a 
very comprehensive hot key function 
which allows you to more or less assign 
any type of function lo a certain key com- 
bination - such as Execute a CLt 
Command or an A Rex* script, Insert text. 
Insert date, Close/Zip/Shrink/ Enlarge 
windows, Move/Cycle screens and win- 
dows, Activale Workbench, Blank display. 
Pop up a palette, or add a Menu shortcut. 




like using righl Amiga d tor delete, One 
of the neal features of Yak is the way 
you define your hot keys or mouse 
presses. All you do is press the key 
combinations or mouse burtons you 
want, and viola, the hot key definition is 
automatically produced for you. This is 
very handy, especially for some of 
the more complicated mouse button 
combinations, such as left button double 
right. 


lupe 

Author: Frank Toepper 

Workbench: 3.0 

If you knew any French or German, you 
would already know what Lupe does. It 
is a magnifying glass which will jump 
onto any public screen and has 
adjustable zoom, all the way to 20x. It 
may not sound much more than a 
little toy. but they do come in useful for 
positioning icons or magnifying parts of 
pictures. 



Look IhffFB, them's a pixel out ai place. 
What do moan you can'l telf? 


Unisys started charging people tor the use 
of the Lzw compression algorithms. This 
meant that anyone writing a program that 
could read or wnte GIF flies would have to 
pay royalties. 

This rightly angered a lot of people, as 
GIF is one of the widest used file formats. 
So CompuServe got a group of smart pro- 
grammers logelher who went about creat- 
ing a new improved, son ol GIF file format. 

PNG is the fruit of their labours. It has a 
large number ot features such as Support 
of true colour depths of up lo 43-bils-, and 
alpha channels. One of the most important 
s ihal PNG is though! to be completely 
royally free, so hopefully can be freely 
used by one and all. 

The PNG data type is by those lovely 
people al Cloanto, and it supports all parte 
of ihe PNG format. At the momenL the 
only PNG image you may have is the 
test png that came with the archive. 
However, this format will gain a tot ol sup- 
port - Image Studio and Person Paint 
already have external loaders thal allow 
them to read and write PNG files, and 
more programs will follow. 

So install the data type and help PNG 
become ihe defacto loss less image 
formal. 

iQHt Data Impb 
P atch 

Author: Stefan Ruppert 

Workbench: 3,0 

This is fairly straightforward and basically 
adds extra functions to the Amiga's Texl 
date type. Whenever you read a docu- 
ment using Amiga guide or Multiview, 
pressing return will pop up a texl 
requester, into which you can enter words 
to search lor. Using tab, you can then 
search forwards, and shift and tab will 



A aaarcti facility ia a 
welcome addition to 
MuliiViaw 


search backwards, 

To get Ihe palch to work insert the line: 

run >nil: titntdlpstch 

into your s^user^sfartup file, and copy 
textdtpatch Into (Tie C: directory. 

Fins 

Author: Matt Pillion 

Workbench: 1.3 

Another tiny utility for hard drive users, or 
for someone with a few megs of RAM. 


This allows you to create a virtual disk 
drive on a hard drive partition, Therefore 
you got a disk dnve that can be accessed 
almost as fast as a hard drive. For people 
like ourselves who are compiling disks, 
this is an absolute god send, as you are 
completely unburdened! Irani the drudgery 
of waiting lor the di$k drive to copy or run 
files. 


It also makes il possible to DMS straight 
to the hard dnve, so if you have a CO full 
of DMS files, you can go through them in a 
fraction of the time compared to using a 
floppy drive. 


(onuerter master 

Chris Krivitski 

Workbench: 2.04 

This is one of those little utilities where you think, 
why would any one need that? Then about two 
weeks later you will find yourself throwing half the 
stuff off your desk trying to find a copy of It. 

Converter Master will convert between all the 
more common measurement scales, such as 
Celsius and Fahrenheit, feet and meters. All you 
do Is select the type of measurement you wish to 
convert and enter the value into the appropriate 
box All the other values in that category will then 
instantly be displayed. 
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| READER OFFER 


Personal Paint B 


Now that you’ve had a chance to play around with 
Personal Paint 4 on our coverdisk, why not 
upgrade to the latest version? 

Available for only £39.95 on disk or even better 
value CD-ROM, Personal Paint v6.3 is a powerful 
and intuitive paint, image processing, animation 
and 24-bit printing package. 




! S 


A a inrun rnt FtMfUrVs: Stunhiti/ti 
Sl!/itnc.T Citmprriuixr. Multiple 
Fettles, Fnttn&jiy-Fmue Tuning.. 


Features of Personal Paint 6.3 include 







File 


and printing 

• ASL-compatible 
requester 

• More power lb rough 
machine language code: the 
software is. m part, up to 500 
per cenl faster 

• 'New look r user interface 

• A collection of utilities. 
Including colour fonts, new 
DeskJet printer drivers (up to 
four inks) and Jpeg Datatype 
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• Animation (featunng storyboarding, superior compression, multiple 
palettes, frame-hy-frame timing. ANIM-&7/6 and hybrid formats, etc.) 

■ New, faster image processing effects, including transparency, alpha 
channel and single-image stereograms (both SIRDS and custom 
pattern stereograms, as in 'Magic Eye') 

• Sophisticated ’behind the scenes' memory management, including 

virtual memory (swaps inactive . 

image data to Fast RAM and disk 
storage) and multiple levels of undo 
and redo 

• First paint program worldwide to 
support the new PNG (Portable 
Network Graphics) file format. 

Includes an ARexx script to convert 
GIFs to PNG. 

• Support of Retargsttable Graphics 
(display cards like the Picasso. 

Retina. Piccolo, Rainbow. EG5, 

Talon, Cybergraphics etc.) 

• Animation on RTG display cards 
(with or without double-buffering) 

• Direct, high-quality 24-bit printing 
(Colour and Black &. White) and inter- 
face to third-party software such as 
Studio Print Server 

• Professional and fast modes lor converting 24-bit pictures (IFF. 
PNG. PCX, PBM etc.) to 256 colours or Iess 

• HAM, HAMS and Picasso 24-bit viewer active during colour 
reduction 

• External input/outpul modules (loaders and savers) for easy exten- 
sions and upgrades. Modules for IFF, PNG, PCX, PBM, Amiga 
Datatypes and several others are included. A GIF module is available 
Irgm public domain sources. 

• Support and editing ol IFF, PNG and GIF project annotations 
(Author. Copyright and Comment Fields, plus Amiga filonotes) 

• Autoscroll painting 

• Workbench application icon (drag and drop) 

• Basic set of ARexx commands for presentations, format conversions 


oanto Personal Suite 6,3 CD-ROM 


On CD-ROM: 


s/V. * Personal Paint 6.3 
-i- gallery of pictures 
and animations, stereograms and 
stereo animations, fonts 

• Personal Fonts Maker 1 (for 
Amiga and Printer Fonts) + dozens 
of printer downloadable fonts 

• Personal Fonts Maker 2 
(professional version for colour 
fonts) + dozens of professional 
colour fonts 

• Personal Write 4 + Electronic 
versions of famous books 



Personal 1'onts Maker 2 


This offer is onfy valid for three months r so order now while stocks iast. Send your 
completed order form to: Personal Paint 6.3 Offer, IDG Media, Media House, 
Adfington Park, Macclesfield SKID 4NP. 




Personal Paint 6.3 order form 


Please rush me: 


□ 


Personal Paint 6.3 at the bargain price of £39.95 
(including VAT and p&p) - saving £10 off RRF 


□ 


Personal Suite CD- Rom at the bargain price of £39.95 
(including VAT arid p&p) - saving £10 off RRP 


Deliver to: 

Name (Mr/Mra/Ms/Miss) 


Address 


Posfcode 


D Bylime phone 


I wish to pay by: 

[ ] Cheque/postal order payable \o IDG Media 

I ] Credit card 
Card No. 


rm nr i 


Expiry Date 


Please allow 28 days for delivery while slocks last 
Q ^ fn ' s <f y°' J ™r w ‘ l&ri to fX9hv promotional material from pfter company 
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of the majority of Amiga users 
Mpeg is generally perceived as 
nothing more than a rough and 
jerky amm format. But as the CD32 has 
already proven, full-screen real-time digital 
video is well within the reach of the Amiga, 
offering a cost, storage and transfer time- 
effective means of dqiivonng digital video 
at ot about composite quality. 

Mot surprisingly, Seal a haven't wasted 
any time in recognising Mpeg's potential 
for presentation. As a result, the 
Scandinavian multimedia men have fine 
tuned toe Amiga's only dedicated Mpeg 
encoding and decoding card for direct 
application within Info Channel, MM3D0 
and their latest creation MM400. 

Although originally known a$ the Peggy 
card, toe same hardware has now been 
reincarnated as the M DIDO, complete with 
stylish packaging and a degree of ease of 
use within both ihe conirols and utilities 
that have made Scala a multimedia giant. 
The main reason lor incorporating hard- 
ware directly into a primarily software- 
based system is r of course, to minimise Ihe 
demand for even more hardware. At pre- 
sent the expense and hassle involved in 
incorporating traditional video into mullime- 
dia productions simply doesn't make it an 
option for mosl multimedia productions, 

PROVISIONS 

In the past, Scala offered provision tor 
incorporating iraditional video and even 
laser disks into presentations via their EX 
standard- However, both melhods had 
Ihe r limitation. Laser disks offer (rttle in the 
way of interaction as well as being very dif- 
ficult to master, Traditional: tape offers 
many of the same problems plus toe evils 
ot hardware maintenance, stow interaction 
and, of course, degradation of |he lape. 

Wrlh the arrival of the MD10D, Scala 
finally has full frame or partial digital video 
lhal will never degrade, unlimited video 
dips with no tope swapping, hardware that 
is unlikely to need any maintenance, and 
it's all in one box. 

Once the hardware is firmly entrenched 
in trie Amiga's video slot and the appropri- 
ate cable linked either to a composite 
video, S-VHS, or RGB outputs, plus an 
Mpeg audio out on the rear of the board, 
•you effectively have a traditional genlocked 
video single directly beneath the Scala pre- 
sentation. Unfortunately a$ it stands, Mpeg 
audio is only available via pre-recorded 
Mpeg movies, primarily from CD - CDs 
being supported directly in the control soft- 
ware As a result, direct encoding Mpeg 

Roll the credits 

Needless to say, MD100 is a product 
dedicated to serious multimedia produc- 
tion, and if you're looking for the ultimate 
in Scala impact it's arguably the ultimate 
addition. Full frame genlocked 24 -bit 
video at 25 fps. amidst all the other good- 
ies that Scala can throw into the action -it 
has to be templing tor animators and 
multi media types alike. 



Dll on the desktop 





video is the only option, although audio 
accompaniment is still available thanks to 
Scala's sample and mod playing abilities 

The ability to connect up to such a wide 
variety of display media is a real bonus, 
and should provide enough scope for 
pretty much any production. Obviously, 
quality Mpeg streams doesn't exactly grow 
on trees, As a result, after initial set-up, 
encoding an Mpeg animation is likely to be 
the first step. 

Assuming you've installed the Mpeg EX 
software in the Scala start-up drawer, a 
quick trip to the sysiem menu will reveal 
the encoding side of MD1D0. From here 
you simply select a sequence of frames to 
import and where to save the new Mpeg: 
file, adjust the resolution and setting as 
required, and click on encode. Now it's 
time lo make lots of coffee, 

Although the ond results are impressive, 
it must be said that encoding is a slow 
process. The example 300 frame a Him 
listed took roughly an hour and a half to 
encode from full video-res frames. 
Originally exported from a PAR card, they 
were then scaled and converted into Ihe 
Mpeg format and resolution. 

Slow Imparl and the lack of real-time 
capture is perhaps the only chink in 
MM 100’s armour. Unless you're lucky 
enough to have either a PAR card or a 
VLab Motion, your Mpeg productions are 
likely to be limited lo traditional computer 


AH the usual Scali ^cdiei 
pm* tut! f ram o digital video, 
impreaaive fry any standard, 
tmd only f.IMb to store the 
entire 300 ham* animation 


Paul Austin matures uideu 
an demand - Scala stale 


graphic animations. After selecting an 
existing Mpeg or creating your own, its 
addition to the production simply means 
clicking on the newly acquired Mpeg box in 
Scala’s mam layout, 

A quick dick reveals the Mpeg decoder 
controller, and it's from here you can con- 
trol the Mpeg action. The first stop is to 
select the file, at which point you're 
provided with an impressive array of 
customising options. 

As you can see from the screen grab 
you can play and pause, add a definable or 
Infinite loop, apply definable slow-motion, 
and even make the Mpeg wail when you hit 
Ihe appropfiato point in I ho production. 
Tape deck transport controls allow instant 
scans d the Mpeg stream and once you're 
happy, a simple OK adds the Mpeg and 
play settings lo the production. 

During testing I had at least five separate 
Mpegs, combined with mods, samples, 
wipes and all the olher Scala classics with 
no appreciable drop in overall performance, 
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The bottom line 

Product: MD 100 Mpeg 
encode/decode 
Supplier Scala UK Ltd 
Price: £ 599 
Tet: 01920 444294 


Ease of use , ft 

Implementation 8 

Value for money ,8 

Overall — 8 
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the bottom line 


Product: Zoom 
Price: £79.99 
Supplier: Active Software 
Tel: 0117 9741462 


Ease of use . 7 

Implementation _ 7 

Value for money g 

Overall ^7 


Boom 


A joint project from 
Active Software and 
Ground Zero, Zoom 
is a new release 
that claims to fea- 
ture their best PD 
from over the past 
six months. It distin- 
guishes itself from 
other general col- 
lections., however, 
toy an impressive 
looking interface that promises the sort of ease of use that 
Amiga CD needs. 

When it comes to the crunch, however, Zoom fails to 
beal the Aminat CDs that have set the standards in accessi- 
bility. One major reason for this is that most (if not all) of ihe 
tiles are archived using DMS, which means they have to be 
extracted on to floppy disks. 

In practice this means that when it comes to using the frle 
you Vo extracted you have to leave the interface and go to 
the workbench. Though this 1 $ not realty much of a problem 
with files that fit on one floppy, ft becomes off-putting 
when dealing with larger programs - especially since it's 
impossible to know which are worth the effort. 

EXTRACTION 

In contrast, Amine! predominately features LHA files 
which require less trouble lo extract. This weakness on 
Zoom's part is a shame because in other respects the pack- 
age works very well. It's large contents summary box is one 
good idea, for example, that would make a welcome 
addition to other collections in the future. 

Unfortunately, the actual contents aren't on a par either. 
There are huge amounts of babe pictures paddrng the CD 
oul, and though these are obviously popular sellers, they're 
of tittle use for anything computer related. Games take up a 
significant proportion of the disk, with around 70 card .sets 
for use with Klondike 111 patience included as part of the col- 
lection , Considenng the amouni of space avertable on CD, it 
would have been nice if these hadn’t been compressed so 
they could have all been used directly from CD. 

Mere serious users will at least find some info rest in the 
Ground Zero Imagine 3D collection, and Ihere's also some 
20Mb‘s worth of Magic WB daia to choose from. DTP users 
will find the addition of themed mono clipart another 
worthwhile addition. 

What finally undermines Zoom, however, is the fact that 
despite its competent interface, the disk contents have not 
been organised into helpful categories. In fairness, The CD's 
fun emphasis and colourful fronl-end do make a welcome 
change, but the flaws mean it doesn't make The top league. 


image collections on CD have 
been popular from ihe outsei, but 
Giga Graphics gains an instant 
edge by virtue of its sheer size. For 
just over £30, the package composes 
of four CDs packed with more than 
TO ,000 pictures plus a fow handy utilities 
to allow buyers to make the most of its 
contents, 

Considenng ihere's over 2Gb of information 
here to search through, it was to be hoped 
that there would be proper categorisation of 
Ihe images, Ifs unfortunate, then, that ihe 
images are simply organised alphabetically, 
which as usual makes for an almost hopeless 
mix-up of subject matter. 

To give an idea of the problem, out of one 
of the randomly chosen 'C’ drawers came 
these pictures which followed one after the 
ofhen a fantasy painting of a woman, Captain 
Kirk from Star Trek, Capital Hill and a ten- 
dered car in other words, finding what you 
want isn't always easy; on the other hand, 
guessing why some of the pictures are in a 


particular location makes for an entertaininc. 
game when bored. 

Thankfully, (he collection Is largely! 
redeemed by the inclusion of a thumbnail pr& 
view catalogue, so though the pictures are- 
rathe r jumbled, at least skimming through the j 
disc contents is greatly speeded up. 

Given the product's size, a fair assessor 
of all the contents is impossible in the spat 
available. However, it quickly becomes deL 
lhat ihe breadth of subject matter covered is : 
very wide ranging indeed, Whereas many 
colleciions have concentrated too much onjj 
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I Gareth loftheuse returns with our regular W column. — 
this month yields the latest general rollertion plus — 
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a huge graphics collection and a dusted off — 

multimedia encyclopaedia — 1 



science fiction in an area which is already 
overpopulated with the same Star Trek and 
Babylon 5 pictures, this collection! is more like 
a general image bank. 

All the standard fare is included, but 
fortunately (here are many other fields to 
choose from. Pictures of supermodols and 
swimsuits do. however, crop up all over the 
place, but at least there's some fair play 
thanks to the inclusion of a number of muscle- 
bound bunks as well, 

Cars, trains, space, planes - as you'd 
expect, there's an abundance of material to 
keep Ihe most avaricious anorak happy. But 
there's also a great deal of useful material 
loo. Sunsets, world locations and landscapes 
are available in huge quantities and often the 
quality of the photography is high. Similarly, 
dose-ups of roses and (lowers could be pul to 
a number of different uses. 

PROS AND CONS 

There are numerous painted backgrounds 
available, while photographs of stones, bricks 
and olher textures are there for 3D tans to 
wrap onto their objects, Considering the size 
of the collection, Lightwave and Imagine 
users may be disappointed to find it lacks any 
actual models; in my view, however, the col- 
lection benefits by concentrating on being a 
definitive 2D image bank, 

Flags, famous album covers, military 


equipment, ray-traced - the list goes on and 
on, and only occasionally does the quality 
drop to below average. Fans of fantasy artist 
Sons Vallejo will be pleased to see a huge 
amount of his arguably pornographic but cer- 
tainly talented paintings covering a sizeable 
section of the first CD. 

One further complaint does need raising 
however, that being the amount of image 
duplication in the collection. In tact, the Vallejo 
collection is a good case in point, with the 
same pictures cropping up three or four limes 
in close proximity. 

The images are generally in IFF format. In 
addition to all the pictures. Viewtek has been 
included so that everything required to look at 
the images is inducted with the package. The 
inclusion of Personal Paint is also welcome, 
since users will be able to toad up images and 
work on them. 

It's a shame, then, (hat it's an untran$laied 
German version, making it difficult to use for 
the majority of us- The slapdash way in which 
Some things are thrown onto some CD collec- 
tions - and this is not an unusual example - 
does not bode well for the Amiga's future CD 
market. 

So overall, Giga Graphics is not short ot 
flaws, Anyone who can find uses for a wide 
range of imagery, however, cannot help but be 
impressed by the value for money such a 
huge and far reaching collection offers. In 
short, it's should make a worthwhile buy. 


The bottom line 


Product: Giga Graphics 
Price: £32 99 
Supplier Active Software 
Tel: 01 17 9741462 
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Ease ot use B 

Implementation 8 

Value for money 9 

Overall 8 


The Hutchinson 
Encuclopaedia 


The appeal of having 
an entire encyclopae- 
dia stored on a single 
compact disc is obvi- 
ous, so it’s no sur- 
prise that many sup- 
pliers are selling out 
of the Grotier CD 
reviewed a few 
months back. In its 
place, the equally old 
Hutchinson electronic encyclopaedia has resurfaced, so 
we decided to see how well it’s stood the test of lime. 

Though it was originally designed for use with the 
CDTV, most new purchasers are likely to be using emu la- 
lion software on their Al2G0s, so it’s good that Epic have 
included alternative keyboard controls. Unfortunately, 
however, this is not enough to overcome every compatibil- 
ity problem. For example, though the instructions stressed 
that it was essential to boot from Ihe disc, this proved to 
be impossible using our Squirrel. We did manage to run it 
from workbench, but the text appeared in such a small 
font it was difficult to read - on the CD32 the articles are 
much more readable 

There are also problems using the encyclopaedia 
because the A1200 lacks a control pad, and navigating 
the interface requires combinations of Amiga keys, ALT 
keys and ihe cursor arrows. Sometimes users can get 
stuck in one amde and it's not at all clear how to get back 
to the main menu. 

Basically, this makes it impossible to recommend for 
Squirrel users, but it does seem to work perfectly well on 
the CD32. With over 25.000 enlries plus pictures and 
soundclips, tor those who own Ihe console the Hutchinson 
CD still sounds like a worthwhile product. 

In comparison to the Electronic Grader, however, The 
Hutchinson doesn't seem to work so -well. The first prob- 
lem is the peculiarly flickery screen which makes using the 
disc painful on the eye. 

Though there are 2000 photographs and 250 sound 
clips, they are sparsely distributed among all the plain (ext 
articles.. Considering this is supposed to be a multimedia 
product, the information is often blandly presented to the 
point where most people would rather use the traditional 
paper version. 

With searching tools that also seem inferior to Ihe 
Grotier, this CD unfortunately doesn't cui it in the modern 
multimedia age, It's only its price, plus the fact that the 
Grolter is hard to get,, that makes it even worth considering 
these days. 



Ihe bottom line 


Product Hutchinson 
Encyclopaedia CD 
Phce: £14.99 
Supplier: Epic Software 
Tel : 01793 490988 



ia$e of use 7 

I mpl e m ent at i on — 5 

Value for money 7 

Overall 6 
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World of [lipart 


Desktop publishing is no longer the sole 
preserve of people who can afford 
expensive packages like Page stream 3, 
with word processors now offering 
drawing tools and the option to import 
piciures as siandard 

PD collections have always been a 
good source of clip art, but finding the 
righl material to suit your documents 
and, equally importantly, your printer, 
was not always easy. A CD with over 
40,000 mono and colour images 
therefore holds an instant and obvious 
attraction. 

World ol Clipart 15 particularly large 
thanks to the fact it's spread across two 
CDs. and there’s a huge and diverse 
range of subject matter to choose from. 
Furthermore, the material appears to 
have been well selected to suit the bul- 
letins. pamphlets, fanzines and newslet- 
ters the CD will probably be most used 
for. 

There are large drawers dedicated to 
business and education, for example, as 
well as general symbols that will be use- 
ful lor just about anybody There's also 
work for computer and technology cate- 
gories which should please those who 
want to write about Ihoir Amigas as well 
as use them. 

Natural world drawings are always 
popular in dip art collections and unsur- 
prisingly, this CD has a good range ot 
dog, cat, insect and sea life pictures to 
choose from Transport, Christmas and 
people are categories thal are similarly 
well represented. Pictures range greatly 
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in size, with some of them only suitable 
for printing in a very smalt scale. 
Others, however, are about five times 
larger than your Amiga's display, mak- 
ing them suitable for targe scale use 
with printers boasling high DPt$. 

The standard ol many of the draw- 
ings is exceptionally high, with a lot less 
hit-and-miss quality control than some 
of the product's rivals, Some ot the 
images are highly accurate and 
detailed, but the inclusion of well drawn 
but simpler piciures and charicatures 
proves equally important, 

WIDE SCOPE 

For those who want to print in colour 
there's also a huge number of colour 
pictures covering almost as many cate- 
gories, and once again the quality 
remains high. In terms of breadth of 
coverage, therefore. World of Clipart is 
hard to fault, 

So far so good, but unfortunately 
there are a few complaints that have to 
be raised. Categorisations into drawers 


has been done consistently, but the 
actual file names are inexcusably 
unhelpful. With only numbers distin- 
guishing each individual picture, finding 
(he right picture can be unnecessarily 
il mo consuming It was also strange to 
find; pictures In the IFF drawer had bits 
missing for some reason, 

Of course the CD is padded out by 
duplicating images in just about every 
image format available, but this is a plus 
point when it comes to flexibility. What's 
more, a program called Transition has 
been included to allow Amiga owners to 
convert file formats. 

The odd flaw aside, this is a high 
value, high-quality collection I hat beats 
any of the competition I've yel seen. 
Useful for just about anybody, World of 
Clipari cnmes recommended. 


The bottom line 


Product: World of Clipart 
Price: £ 19.99 
Supplier Epic 
Tel: Of 793 490988 

Ease of use 


Implementation . 
Value for money. 
Overall 


Utilities professional 


There are some Amiga users that have absolut- 
ely no time for games. As a recent survey 
proved, Ihe inclusion of the smallest PD shoot- 
'em-up on the cover disks will have some people 
crilicising what they see as a waste of space. 

Such serious users might therefore sit up at 
the prospect of a dedicated utilities CD, and 
thal's exactly what this PDSoft producl is about. 
Business software, graphics production, hard 
drive tools, virus killers, DTV - you name it, if it's 
anything to do with productivity computing it's 
here on the disk. 

The CD has been around for a while now. 
however, and in some ways it's beginning to look 
rather dated. In terms of organisation, it really is 
a pain to use in Just about every way imaginable. 

Basically,, the CD consists of 1500 floppies 
worth of files and programs transferred onto disc. 
Searching through the drawers just brings up 
thousands of identical, nameless Icons with no 
due Ic their contents. This means you have to go 
to the alphabetic directory in a separate text file, 
seek oul items of interest, and then take a note 
of the relevant disk number. Even the numbers 
Oh the program drawers are made peculiarly diffi- 
cult to read It s another bunch of DMS programs 



music there are the usual PD music editors plus a 
collection of reasonable quality sound samples to 
expand your repertoire. Databases, sports selec- 
tors and disks for HAM radio enthusiasts give an 
idea of how much material is available. 

Frankly, however, I just couldn't be bothered 
spending hours trying to find the good stuff, This 
one is reserved purely for the most patient ot the 
tecchies. 


Ihe bottom line 


as well, which leads to the same slow transfer on 
to floppy you get with Zoom. It's worse here 
because you have even less of an idea of what 
you're going to got in the end. 

This Is all a bit of a shame since many of the 
contents will please the more serious Amiga 
users out there. On the educational side, there's 
a Language Tutor that provides an effective 
vocabulary tester for French, German and 
Spanish. For video fhgre's a titier program, for 


Product: Utilities Professional 

Price : £19-99 


Supplier: PDSoft 


Tel: 01702 466933 


Ease of use 

.4 

Implementation 

6 

Value for money 

7 

Overall 

6 
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Video 

Squirrel SCSI interface £59.9!) 

Pro Grab 24RT SHVS New Version £ I 2515 
H lie R.i'jl-Tinj? Qsl&iir Frame Grabbing 

S,enciic 8801 Genlock £ 1 59.95 

ftencilE 94tt 5VHS £179.95 

Vi* Amipt II AGA , . ,£64lS 

VI4 24RT £149.95 

Vi* 2* Pro RT £109.95 

Ram Cards ___ 

j*50Q with QlMfa £14.95 

ASlXKwi* I Mb ' ..,£1195 

MWwH* I Mb ...» ....£24 95 

A6C0 with I Mh ft clock £82.95 

A ! ZOO unpopulated .£59.95 

A 1 100 ‘with 2Mb , £129 95 

A S 200 wth 4Mb £17195 

A 3 200 wih 0Mb £299.95 

Modems 

X-Link 144k Fan ft Da» Modem . , .£129.95 
X-Link 28,8k Fax ft Data Modem . ,£232.95 
X-Link 144k Modem with GP Fax . . .£16915 


X-Link 20 0k Modem wrtk GP Fa* , ,£272.95 

All Modems Arc BT Approved 
Disk Drives 


A5Cfl Internal Floppy Drive ,£35.95 

A6Q0 & A 1 200 Internal Floppy Drive £38 95 
Quad Speed CD Rom Drive for A6Q0 ft 

A 1 200 with SCSI Interface £299.95 

2.5" 34(JMb Internal ID£ Hard drive For A 1200 
and A600 .... £16195 

2.5^ 5 10Mb Internal ID€ Hard dnvc for A 1200 

and A60Q £249.95 

2-5" IDE Cable ,£&% 

Ali Hard Drives Currtc With InttAllatloin 
Software 

Other 

High Quality 24 lie Real-Time Frame Grabber 
Naksha Greyscale Hand Scanner for Amiga 

500 and 500* £5195 

Tabby Graphics Tablet £57.95 

A5 Graphic* Tablet 

Video Backup System + Phono cable . .£54.95 
Video Back-up System * Scare cable . . .£57.9S 


Mastering Am ip Programming 
Secrets 

Learn a whole range of coding 
tricks to enhance ft improve 
your programming techniques 

£ 19.95 

Ma*«r|ng Amiga Programming Secret* 

Mew £19 95 

Secrets of Frontier Elite ..._ —_,£9_95 

Secrets of Sim C ity 2000 New £9.95 

A 1200 Insider Guide £1215 

A 1200 Next Steps .... £1215 

Amiga Disks ft Drives ... ..£1215 


A»embler (raider Guide.... ...£1315 

Desktop Publishing . ....£ 1 4.95 

Imagine Hines ft Tips £7.95 

The Font S Clips rt Book,,, ..,,£9 95 

Workbench A-Z Insider Guide £13 95 

Mastering Amiga Arexx.—. £17.95 

Mastering Amiga Printers 1 7.95 

Mastering Amiga Dos 3.0 Reference . ..£ 1 195 
Mastering Amiga Dos 3.0 Tuioria 1 .... ...,£1915 

Mastering Amiga Dos Voll. I 715 

Mastering Amiga Dos Scripts £l 9.95 

A I 200 Beginner's Rack £3615 

Includes A f 200 Inn4«r Guide. A 1200 N**c Steps, 
Aiiwgi Insider Video + 4 disks Of shareware 
Workbench 3 Booster Pack... .,,,,-..£3615 


<jR/V P/T/C.S 


JVftASM^z* 


BarEftPipes Pro v2.5 . 

Upgrade ■ v2 to vl.5 

....£19915 
£79.95 

Patch Meister 

Super] AMI IJ + 

Upgrade ■ coverdlik to v2,5 

,.,£149,95 

SyncPro 5MPTE Bo* 

Internal -Sounds Kit , 

.,...,£24.99 

Triple Play Plus 


£24 99 


PefoiTiance Tools Kit 

£29.99 

Deluxe Music 2. 

Power Tools K.ll 

£29,99 

Megsletound Samplet 

Pro Studio Kit 

, £2915 

Music X 1 

Rules for Tools 

£2919 

Pro Midi Interface 

Technosound Turbo 2 Pro New 


£79.95 

£59.95 

.,,,.£15115 
,.,,.£15915 
—..£7915 
_,__.£6915 

£23.95 

£49, 95 

£19.95 

£25.95 

For a limited period only we're 
offering Music X v2 and a 
Microdeal Pro Midi interface! 
for just £64. 9S, a saving of £S 
over the usual prices ! 


imagine 3 

Rolling Upgrade pro- 
gram Includes Imagine 3 I 
lO 4 I You must have 
Imagine 3 to qualify. 

3.1 ■ 3.3 in stock now. 

£99.95 


Image Processing 


ID & Rendering 

Visw Pro 3.0 

.,..£27.95 

Vuta Lite 

£2415 

Makepath fnr Vista ... 

.,..,...,.,£915 

Terraform for Vista. 

£9.95 

Imagine 3.0. 

£99.95 

Caligari 24 

£0915 

Caligari Broadcast v3. 1 

£249.99 

Esience *el 1 + Forge....^^.... 

gyais 

Essence vol 2 + Forgo 

....,..£79 95 

Pixel 3D Pro II 

........ £9415 

Real 3D Classic 

£59.95 

Real 3D v3 New 

£319.95 

Real 3D 2.4 to 3 upgrjidf , 

...£16615 


Art Department Professional v2.£.„, I 39.00 

AD Pro Conversion Pack ....,,...,....,..£59.99 

A5DG GT6500 Scanner Software £8915 

ASDG Pro Control ..._...£50.95 

Morph Plus £ I 29.95 

Naksha, Hand Scanner ,£69,95 

4W dp« mono hand scanner for A500 1 AHKH 

image fX 2 [AF 95% £184.95 

CAD 

X-CAD 2000 New Lower Purer . ., ..£22 95 
X-CAD 3000 £1 1 195 

Painting _ 


Pro Vector 3 NEW 

Pro quality tonne cured drawing package 

DPaint 5 ... . 

DPaint 4. 1 

Personal Paint 6.3 New VERSION 

Photogenic!, . 

TV Paint 1 - - , 

Brilliance 2„_ — 


LJ 7TL/T/£S 


r A Bars & Pipes v I Manuals - the perfect com- 
ipr panton for your cover disk ! Just £29.95 


T//£ //OA/L 1 
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Rnal Copy 2. 

Final Writer 3 

Mini Office 

Pen Pal 

ngHtremn 3 rirmr . 

Wordworth i.lSE,,... 

Wordwcrth 3 ,1 
Databases 
Datanexus New.— 

Digits Dmuoi't ........... 

Djgrta Orpniscr New.,.., 

final Data New 


w 


Disk Utilities 


-£4715 

...,£69,95 

....£37.95 

.._£29.O0 

..£174.95 

....£44,95 

...,£7915 


GB Route Plus - £3 1 .95 

Mailshot Plus , — , £35.95 

Music Librarian ,£22.95 

Plants For All 5*amnt £7715 

Spreadsheets 


Final Calc 

Turbocak 2 

Finance 


£ please call 
... £49,95 


....£24,95 

.,..£45.95 

,..,£3915 

....£39.95 


Cashbook C Dmbo...„„... ...... ..£59.99 

Counting House New—, ... ,—..£49.95 

Diglw Home Office .£39.95 

Money Matters .......... ...,£3419 

Personal Finance Manager + — £1915 


AmiFileSafe Single User Version New ...£2-0.95 

DirWork 2....... ._.£29.95 

Directory Opus 5.... £49 95 

Disk Fitpaiict^r ,£39 95 


Video $ Mui jimidia 


I Distant Suns 5.0 - —...£27.95 

r Alternative Scroller 2 £49.95 

Can Do 3..., ...... £229.95 

Media Podnc v3 - £24915 

Montage 24 £25915 

Scala HTI0Q .-£4915 

Sola MM2 1 1 New Lower Price £94.95 

Scala MM 3 00 New Lower Price ..21915 

Scala MM40Q £24915 

Scala Echo E£l00.— ...—,.£139.95 
Stela 14M4D0+EEI00 Save £40 L., „„ £349,95 


G igamcm 

Infoneaus New... 

Video Back-up System Phono 
Video Back-up System Scant, „ 

XCapy Prn „ 

Co mmun i ca.ti ons 


.£174.95 

....£5915 

£5415 

.. £49.95 
...,£4915 
..£32915 
....£4515 


.£4715 

..£2515 

.£54.95 

.£57.95 

..£19.95 


GP Fax — ...,£44,95 

T«rml»._— . £31,95 

Software Development 


Gamesmith ,,.. £64.95 

Dice C Compiler New £9B 95 

CygnrUs Ed Pro 3.5 - - £5195 

DevPac 3 £51.95 

Hisoft BASIC 2 ..... ,__.__.__..,...£54.95 

Intos £25 15 

Hnoft Fiscal £74.95 

M isceltaneous 

Maxuon Magic_ £23.95 

Siudu* II Print Manager New ...... ..£40.95 


lAminet I -4 4 CD pack £24 95 I 

lAminei 5.™^,.-, — £ 1 4 95 

lAminet 6 New £ 1 4 9.5 

jDesktoe Video CD— £ 1 3.95 

lEssenoal Uolities vol I CD.._ £0.95 

iGfga Gntphicj 4 CD pack.,,..— £30 95 

iGroWr Encyclopedia CD.,, ..,^,..,.,.£28.95 1 

I GFX Sensation CD £ 1 61 5 

iLghtworks by Tobias Richter CD £36.95 

I Star Trek Multimedia CD ,,,...£26.95 

Ar»de Chant CD... _.„.„£9!5 

I World of Clipart Double CD £1615 

1 Multimedia Toolkit CD.._ £2715 

jMafcin’ Music New ,£24 95 

|7en on Ten New £39.95 1 


I AD I GC5E English £19.99 

ADI GC5E French 1 919 

ADI Junior — . — ..,..£ 1 5.99 

ADI Junior Counting. ...,^..,£15.99 

Merlin's Machs _...£lfc.99 

Pafnt and Create...... ,£16.99 

Spelling Fair ^ 1 6.99 1 

Noddy's Playtime ^,.,^...£1619 

| Noddy's Big Adventure.... £16.99 | 

VRL Bundle Packs - ^Iew Lower Prices 
V ista Pro or Lite .Distant Suns. 
Mlakepath +■ Terraform now £5415 
Visa Pro or Lite. Makepntfi + 
Terraform £3515 


■Overseas Orders Welcome 
■Educational Purchase Orders 
Welcome 

When ordering please don't fargpt to include 
the carriage charges ' Charges wichhn the UK 
| are 

*£3 50 for finis class, past (which Msunlly arrive* 
I the next day). 

■£5-50 for next-day courier within the UK 
mainland, subject to availability. Please ask for 
oversea pricing, and pricing for islands ft 


You <an pay by ; 

Cheque Pfaaso make cheques payable co| 
Emerald Creative Technology Ltd 
Credit Card : Visa, Mastercard. Access. Delci I 
Switch and American Express, We only bill your | 
card when we despatch the order, not before. 
All pndn| n:Ufe VAT xn roc curEcfc. We r«*rvt die r^jhc cc I 

ctwje - (rru Vfil be inform *d cd jnp- chni^ pxi prrlei- ! 

All i pec Hi crferi are <?r cnaed period] *vy nd are subiKt col 

xvflihhi rf ol lEcck. FpiAtr X 130 ^ 1 wll bn rsplmcnd or npiirsd H j 

renr “*3 i«ir.e 1-3 days & purcKai* W* ]n.i neft)->: f wn can cl 

rntnii ihi ftaSA). Il il ifd rnkpoMabiilj ut I 7 M dJidUMW to eheel. fen -1 

ccvTsabtilnj' pf a parucubr product mh CKOtKe eq^pirm befon I 
Lu r i',j( tiOb 


VfSA 



| Twist 2 £0915 

Sy»wm 3F £4199 | 





Amiga CD Roms 


Education 


f/OI^ /Vl 0 «/l/: 7 £ 


-All Prices Include VAT Scottish Highland*. 
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10 PD DISKS FOR 
ON IV A FIVER FROM 
6000+ TITLES!!! 


Dept AC2 
PO Box 14 
Louth 

Lincolnshire 
LN1 1 8LF 
OISOT 450114 


VI 2 now offer Digitizing in 2 Colour to HAM 8 and Sound Sampling from 
5000 to 57000 sps rate! Yes, we're actually working for a living and not just 
being lazy! Yearly Membership and discounts now available! 


BLANK DISKS 47 ~ £ 2.50 FOR 10, FROM 17P IN BULK. ONE FOR ONE GUARANTEE. 


ONE DAY. A MAN WAS BORN. SMALL AND UNIMPORTANT TO THE WORLD. HE MEANT NOTHING. HE MPT I P 
WITH ANOTHER BOY AND GIRL, AND THEY GREW UP INTO (DRUM ROLL 1 ) VP-PD m A SIMPLE BUT BIG 

GC0NG G \ WAS f' FA E8Y0NE W1 10 SAID PD AT 50P A I>ISK COULDN’T BE DONE. W E RE STILL HERE AND WE'RE NOT 

WHAT MAKES US SPECIAL' WELL, OUR PRICES FOR A START. 

1-5 DISKS - 65P EACH 
6-9 DISKS - 60 P EACH 
10+ DISKS - 50P L-ACH 
P+P IS 50P ON ANY SIZE ORDER! 

WHAI ELSE? OK. IF 'lOl WANT MORE. OUR CATDISK. ITS ALL WRITTEN FROM SCRATCH NO SIMPLE CUT AND 
PASTE OF ANOTHER CATDISK FOR US. IT’S GOT, 6000+ TITLES IN IT. ITS ONLY SOP, WHICH IS REFUNDED ON 
YOUR FIRST ORDER. BUT, FOR SOP, YOU GET 2 DISKS OF CATALOGUE. 4 FREE PIECES OF PD SOFTWARE 

MINIMI M iDIFFEREM EACH MONTH!, HUMOUR AND LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT FUNNIER THAN MR FUNNY ON 
HIS MOST FUNNY DAY, 

THERE'S NO NEED TO SPEND £1, LET ALONE £2+ ON PD ANYMORE. WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU WANT AND 

1 ITLE ’ WE1L TRY 0UR W BEST TO GET IT FOR YOU WE HAVE AFTER SALES 
SERVICE BETTER If AN ONE ELSE, HONEST, OUR COMPANY IS NOW MULTI-NATIONAL AND WE Will 

AGGa>1 ®JORh OKI H RS FROM Et ROPE, t US A. CANADA ETC, WE PROMISE TO GET 24 HOUR I URNAROUND OR 
W'KLL LEI YOl PLUG OUR TOENAILS INTO THE MAINS. WELL REPLACE ANY PROBLEM DISKS IMMEDIATE! Y 
WITHOUT ANY OF THE WINGING OR WHINING YOU’D EXPECT. ' 

W ELL. THIS IS HOW GO< )I) WE ARE, Bt T HOW' ABOUT YOU? ARE YOU GONNA PAY TWICE WHAT WE CHARGE 
FOR THE SAME PD SOFTWARE, OR ARE YOU GONNA GET WITH THE CROWD? START SAVING MONEY AND 
PD AI I HE PRICE IT WAS MADE TO BE SOLD AT, NO BIG PROFIT MARGINS. NO FAT GUY GETTING 
A 1 1 ER OFF YOI R BACK, JUST CHEAP PD. JOIN THE 'I'D RATHER DRILL A 2 INCH HOLE IN MY FOREHEAD AND 
USE IT AS A PENCIL CASE THAN PAY THAT FOR PIT CLUB. YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE WE STOCK MASSES OF 
A1200 ONLY SOFTW ARE AND STILL CATER FOR THE A50O’S AM) ALL IN BETWEEN ANY TIDE YOU SEE IN AN 
ADVERT OR IN T HE REA II W SECTION. ITS VERY LIKELY WE ALREADY HAVE IT, IF NU W E 1 1 GET IT 
SO SEND 2N IS! CLASS STAMPS OR SOP TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE FOR YOUR TWO DISK CATALOGUE THIS IS 
™ «* * w ra* SELECTION, UPON VOUR FIRST OHTO. AINT WE NICE TO YAFT^ra,™ BE 

A HELLO W TO OUR FRIENDS IN THE INDUSTRY. DAVY DUNCAN, JEREMY FORD, PHIL AND AI ENIS NFII PAINTER 

«OB DAVIAU. ut WAIDER. SEAN KENNEDY. MARTIN W»SaS^TOCnuw 


WE STOCK COMPLETE SETS OF ASSASSINS, SCOPE, FRED FISH, 
A RUG, AMIGAN, N2UG, JAM, BARBIE, CHINA GIRL, 
GRAPEVINE, AND EVERYTHING ELSE. OVER 500 EXCLUSIVE 
TITLES THAT . .RE STOCKED, ERM, EXCLUSIVELY; BY V12-PD!!! 


6000+ Titles, that’s more than a library with less than that! 



HARDWARE 


I $ I star! this article 1 am dreading 

■s ■ being able to finish it. I'm not 
worried about going over the top 
in terms of copy, l am worried about being 
abie to fill the page with pertinent informa- 
fcn The main reason for my worry is that 
line Sonnet Doubler is so simple it defies 
beliel Simple in its operation and simple 
to install 

It arrives in a small cardboard box which 
alsc contains a tool that looks a bit like a 
small comb for removing the 6804Q chip 
from yc-vf 3640 daughterboard, an earth- 
ing strap, a sheef of instructions and the 
aoubler itself. The instructions give you 
guidelines on removing your existing 
SB040, covering all the different setups tike 
■be spoxied heatsink, the gtip-on heat sink, 
ana the paper-clip type spring clip heat 
sink Once you have tremulously 
removed the heart of your 
machine and pried the living 
soul from it, you can then insert ^ 
the Sennet Doubler. 1 

II consists of a board roughly 
twice the widlh oi one 68040 soc- 
ket wild pins on its underside at one 
end 10 Insert into your now empty 
6BC40 socket, and the new 68040 at the 
aiher end of the board sitting under 
combination heatsink and fan. There only 
appears to be one chip on the board, other 
than the '040 of course, along with a 
raup ; -e of resistors. 

OVER-CLOCKED 


Doubler ui5ion 
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Motorola only make 68040s decked up 
to 40MHz as far as I know, so the heatsink 
ar:i fan have to work even harder lo cope 
with an over-clocked CPU. The fact that it 
i$ running hotter than the normal ‘040 
seems to make little difference and cer- 
tainly didn't cause our machine lo crash 
any more than normal. 

Owners of machines other than A4000s 
may have trouble fitting the Doubler owing 
to the increased height requirements - it 
stands about an inch and a half proud of 
the daughterboard. You might be able lo fit 
it Wo a 3GQ0T but. unless they are willing 
to make senous modifications lo the case, 
A3CKJ0 owners will probably be out ol luck. 

What speed does it run at? Well, 
Syslnfo, that notoriously unreliable bench- 
mark, gives us a rating of about 
38 13MIPS and 9.66MFLGPS. Running it 


BIP a dee doo dah 


too uiarped 
to fit? 

I asked Biittersoft whether the Sonnet 
Doubler would work on any other 
68040 accelerator card but it seems 
that most other accelerators don’t use 
the 68040 at 25MHz:, they all over- 
clock to 28MHz. This means the 
Doubler will unfortunately not work as 
it actually relies on there being a 
25MH2 clock rate. 


through A IBB gives us results ol around 
twice the speed cf our standard 040 
rating, But is £399 too much lo pay for 
doubling the speed of your Amiga? it's 
certainly on ihe edge of acceptability as 
iar as I'm concerned when you could have 
a machine that is at least (our times the 


Nearly all PC motherboards these days come wilh what is known as a ZIP socket 
lor the CPU to sit in Z1F is an acronym for Zero Insertion Force and works by 
having a socket with overwide holes in It for the CPU's pins to go into. There is 
a tever on the side of the socket which, once you have inserted your Pentium or 
whatever, you pull over until it locks once more. 

This basically locks the pins of the CPU in contact with a conductive layer 
nside the socket. Mo more fiddling about trying to pry a chip out of its socket, 
Jevering it this way and that wtth a small screwdriver, hoping you won't bend 
any pins - Jusl flip the lever back and the chip will just lift out 

As to why there aren't any ZIF sockets on Amiga motherboards or accelera- 
tors. I can only surmise that this is because the 680*0 range of processors isn’t 
o swiftly obsolete (either that or the sockets cost too much). 


speed for about a grand Admittedly, that 
is over twice the amount the Doubler 
costs, but you would also have your origi- 
nal 3640 board to sell, and they fetch 
somewhere between £300 and £450 lor 
the right buyer. 

That brings the cost of the CyberStorm 
down to between £550 and £700, a much 
belter proposition, especially when you 
consider that you will get better memory 
access and ari optional SCSI-2 controller. 
Of course, it you can't afford that extra 
dc$h then the Doubler does represent a 
good way of Increasing the speed of your 
machine for relatively little outlay, /rgf 
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or those who missed our initial 
preview in Amiga Computings 
July issue, Tune Builder basica- 
lly offers a totally unique approach to 
musical production on itie Amiga. In the 
past, producing music to accompany 
either video or a multimedia production 
was tiolh expensive and time consuming, 
and more often than not bolh. 

Fortunately with its arrival, custom-built, 
pro-quality CD sound, is within the reach 
ot quite literally anyone. And there's no 
need for any musical equipment, talent or 
studio facilities. 

As any videographer will tell you, quality 
pre-recorded music is expensive, and 
even when you've got the basic working 
material you're still looking at a big invest- 
ment in time, money and effort to edit and 
incorporate the music into your produc- 
tion. Even then you're by no means guar- 
anteed that ihe end results wilf fit perfectly 
into the overall production - crescendos in 
the wrong place, quiet sections where you 
want a bil of excitement, the list goes on, 

Fortunately, Tune Builder puts all Ihese 
problems to the sword by providing a fully 
interactive customising process that 
allows the user to create music of precise 
length, tailored throughout in the style of 
your choice. Whether you need a change 
of mood or a dramatic crescendo, the 
exact slice of mo sic you need can be slot- 
led exactly in the right spot and repeated 
as often as necessary. 

The question is, how can a combination 



The bass line 


Aside from Ihe ease of use, lime 
Saying end all the other point 
bonuses for Tune Builder, the over- 
riding must for any library Is the 
overall quality of Ihe music. All too 
often, libraries consist of innumer- 
able synthesiser specials with the 
inevitable chicken in a basket' over- 
tones that make for more of a nove- 
lty item than a serious production 
tool, 

In Tune Builders' case there is a 
slight cheesy feel on Ihe odd Irack. 
but in general the collection is truly 
excellent with vocals and guitars 
blended with believable brass and 
impressive percussion. Better still; 
all the major sampling formats, 
options and rates are supported 
across Amiga, PC and Mac and oth- 
ers. There's even a direct support of 
the Toccata card. 

In short. Tune Builder is nothing 
short of essential for anyone 
involved in serious video or general 
multimedia, it will literally save hun- 
dreds of hours of hard graft while 
improving your overall production 
quality. If you can afford it. and can 
envisage a return on your Invest- 
ment, you can t really afford lo be 
without it. 
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ot a musical illiterate, some software, and 
TB's accompanying CD's create pro-qualt- 
ly music (hat normally would keep a pro- 
fessional musician busy for hours if not 
days. The simple answer is tha! although 
you have control ove r the construction, the 
tunes themselves and all the hard graft 
that went into them has boon done on 
your behalf by a team of professional 
musicians. 

Obviously, the process of transforming 
a musically inept computer jock into an 
instant impresario all hinges on the skill of 
those lovely people who pul TB's 
Arpeggio CD collection together. During 
what must have been a nightmare produc- 
tion process, the rouses behind the musk: 
built multiple edit points directly into each 
tune, which were ihen picked up by ihe 
accompanying software. As a 


consequence, the software can lake a 
slice out of this digital loaf and cut, copy! 
and paste it back in anywhere you need it. [ 
As any mu so will tell you, simply taking a I 
random slice out of a song and slapping ri I 
down elsewhere i$ 3 recipe for disaster,* 
Unless you’re either very gifted or* 
extremely lucky the timing, the key. and! 
overall continuity will be shot to bits. 

LARGE AND SMALL 

During testing I dissected and totally! 
reorganised entire tunes, shrank them to a I 
tenth of their original $i?e and expanded, 
others from 30 second originals info min- 
utes. Every lime Ihe end results were per- 
fect, no clicks, no pops, no agonising key; 
changes or obvious continuity faults wet 
perhaps one or two... 

As you may already be aware, ore 
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Jurt about #v«ry aampte format imnninabt * 
from a-bit mono lo full i6-blt CD itoroa 


(Din and match 


On initial boot-up, the first port of call is 
the Library section where you audition 
and select from ihe 344 assorted tunes 
spread over the 12 accompanying CDs. 
Needless to say, some form of filtering- 
not to mention audition ing, is essential, 
but foriunately both areas are 
something TB Is particularly adept at. 

Initially, the library presents you with 
the complete list and you're free to scan 
the collection and read the notes 
appended to each track - regardless of 
whether the CD is actually in the drive. 
If you find something you like the sound 
of, either during a browse or a dedica- 
ted search, it can be tagged and will 
then always appear in the search win- 
dow regardless of subsequent search 
parameters. 

If time is of the essence, or perhaps 
j you already have a firm idea of what 
you're after, the obvious step is lo 


forego browsing and go straight into a. f 
search. As you’ve probably gathered 
courtesy of the screen shots, filtering th& j 
344 tunes is particularly well implemenl- , 
ed. The first step is to select 3 style or 
even multiple styles IF this doesn't trim 
down the selection sufficiently you can j j 
narrow ihe selection further by search- 
ing by word, defining preferred tempos I 
and/or a range of beats per minute. 
Even track length, using greater, less or 
exact parameters is an option. 

DELIVERIES I 

During a complex search a click on I 
the button will usually deliver three or 1 
four tunes. The next step is to audition I 
your selection end to do it you' It need to I 
fire up your CD-ROM drive. As you I 
select each track the software provides I 
a brief overview in Ehe form of an I 
edilable note, the ID of ihe track, and I 
the CD on which it's stored. 

If you then select the CD Player . 
preview from the puli-down, a tape 'deck I 
control pops-up ready to assisl the I 
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Paul Rustin auditions Tune Builder - arguably 
the greatest aduanre in ffmiga musk in years 
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process on either searches or during 
browsing. Alternatively, rf you simply 
double-click on the selected track the 
CD drive will automatically locate il and 
start playback direct from Ihe CO, 

Obviously there's a chance that not all 
your selections will be on the same CD. 
Fortunately, if you double-click on a 
hack that isn't on the current CD you'll 
be prompted to insert the correct vol- 
ume. And as an added safeguard, each 
track which is on the current CD will be 
highlighted with a star in the selection 
window. 

Assuming you've found one or more 
cracks you're particularly keen on, you 
swnpfy tag them and click on the project 
button. At this point you'll bo asked what 
you want to import - either the currenlly 
highlighted Hie or your complete selec- 
tion, That done, the software sets about 
importing the 16-bit data and generating 
its fl^bit doppleganger Assuming you've 
imported all the tunes you require, sim- 
ply select one and click on the all 
important Tune Builder button, 
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Tit* irir/m&ra in pick, si net mix, Wirh 344 
hm« hi cfioos-e from thorn's no chance 
ot running wt of idea > 

minute of stereo CD quality audio trans- 
lates into roughly 1 4Mb of storage space, 
As a result, actually producing 30 minutes 
of CD quality sound internally would bring 
even Ihe best equipped Amiga to its 
knees. Consequently, TB offers a unique 
approach to production by importing the 
original 16-bit data for Ihe setected tune, 
and from this it creates a more manage- 
able 8-bit dummy. And it's this 8-bit clone 
which TB uses for preview during 
proaucton. 

As you'll discover later, you do have ihe 


Make your selections and Import. But bear 
in mind you toulrf nvmd 60Mb of disk space 
for thf nmenaaary Ifi and B-hit data 

opportunity to audition the available tunes 
in 16-bit prior lo editing; so you should 
have a good idea of the overall quality 
beforehand. For Ihe purists. 6 -hit may 
seem like a worrying compromise, bul in 
reality the done is more than adequate for 
basic edit decisions. 

Once your designer tune 1$ complete, 
the software reverts to the imported 1 6-bit 
data and compiles your master tune in the 
format and sound quality of your choice 
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Ihe bottom line 

Product: Tune Builder 
Supplier: AirWorks Media 
Price: $ 999 none broadcast 
Price: $18,999 TV and broadcast 
rights 

Tel: 001 403 424 9922 (Canada] 

Ease of use 10 

Implementation 1 0 

Value for money— 7 

Overall - 9 
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Once inside the editor you're presented 
with a waveform of ihe entire tune seg- 
mented into numerous individual edits, 
and it's these seamless euls that are 
the key to the whole process. 

Although the principle is inspired, the 
actual production process is embarrass- 
ingly simple. To audition (he tone simply 
dick on the Play Original button, and it 
you're perfectly happy with things as 
they are you can export the tune in Ihe 
rate and tile format of your choice 

The next option is lo interact a little 
more by specifying a user-delined 
length for the tune you require - either 
larger or smaller than Ihe original. ]f you 
add the length you need and dick on 
generate, TB automatically interpolates 
Ihe existing track to produce a custom- 
built tune thal will fit your time parame- 
ter- usually lo wilhin one second, 

If you don’l tike this initial mix you can 
click again and TB will produce a now 
variant. Vou can repeat Ihe process as 
often as you like and then toggle 
between the variations with the adja- 
cent arrow keys, If this still doesn't 
quench you thirst for interaction, there's 
Stili lots of scope. The next option is to 
use a combination of shift and mouse 
clicks to select individual sections - 
more than once if necessary. The 
selection is then played in sequence to 
generate a completely custom-built 
tune. If you like it, again a simple click- 
ing on the Export will gen orate a new 
master. 

INTERACTIVITY 

The final and, without doubt, the most 
flexible method is to apt for a full-blown 
edit session by getting interactive with 
the Assembler Bar directly below the 
waveform. To use il you simply click on 
a section you like, drag it across 
and drop it on the bar, To create an 
entire tune you just keeping clicking, 
dragging and dropping until you have 
exaclly the arrangement and length you 
need. 

To audition your creation you can 
click on the Play New button or shift 
and drag over the section you want to 
hear. As you select a new block from 
the waveform, its counterparts in the 
Assembler window light up. so it's easy 
to construct repeats or verse/chorus 
sections. 

You're also free to drop blocks in- 
between existing selections and defele 
others. In short, complete drag and 
drop control. If you need to fade the vol- 
ume, a click on the join between any 
iwo blocks evokes ihe Dynamic 
Adjustment Requester which allows you 
to add space for voice-overs or fade out 
tunes that perhaps slightly overrun ihe 
require nun-time. 
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Amm txnsHAL Floppy Drive 
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un-Timi 

THE HIGHEST 


400 dp, 

t9.« 


MOUSE 

ORDER CODE: WlSO 


OPTICAL 

MOUSE 

£ 19.99 

OWE* CODE: tflFI 

: 

MOUSE 

£2.99 

:■ 

MAT 

ORDER CODE: WlSl 


WHAT YOU PAY 

ALL PRODUCTS COME WITH 


vearj 

Wmxn 



FREE. 

jw«urt, r | | to 

thr 

All prices inci tide VAT and carriage within the UK 
mainland. Plsasa add £5 to your order for nonMUK 
Mainland delivery. All prod ucts are subject to availability, 
E&OE. Advertised prices and specification may change 
without notice. 




IF FOR ARY REASON YOU ARE HOT 100% SATISFIED 
WITH YOUR PURCHASE, YOU CAN RETURN THE 
COMPLETE PRODUCT TO US WITHIN 28 DAYS OF 
RECEIPT FOR A REFUND. 


ORDER HOTLINE 



.99 

! coot: wm 


A500 600 RAM BOARDS 


BETWEEN 9AM AND 6PM, MONDAY TO FRIDAY, 
■ TO PAY BY ACCESS OR VISA. TO PAY BY 
CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLEASE RETURN 
THE ORDER FORM BELOW 10 - 






IQsPiSS! l4.w 

INC DISH LABEL! MrHEMbE-.Ji: 


UAttTT LOW FRO FI Li DESIGNS 

Low Chip Count 
to Improve Reliability 


VISA 
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l Board Install in Minutes 
2 Year Warranty 


BTRADMB 
ENQUIRIES 
WELCOME 
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.99 


DiS COD': rfltf) 
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v3* (21 Hit). v3 2«i*. v32. v2J, v23, 
vaiMi vfi 

BABT/BT Approved 

Ml UII an £ Ot UHl 

MNP 2-5 A v42, v42eis 
Sync A Asyhc Operation 
Automatic Fall Back A 
Forward for Optimum 
Line Performance 
Group 1-3 Fax to 14.4k 
Fully Hayes Compatible 
LED Front Panel Display 
GP Fax Software Option 
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contact us ON IHTERHFT 

SALES@ WIZARDS. DEMON.CO.UK 


ORDER FORM 

Product Code & Description 
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Supplied with Cable 
Software 

r* •COMM f<Ot AmSI) 

2 Year Warranty 



TORNADO 14.4K 

ORDER foot M 

c99.m 

X-IINK 14.4K 
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TORNADO 2UK 
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c199.«9 

X-IINK 2ft JK 

Wtftt CORL: W505 

e229.99 


A5QQ snk 

NO CLOCK 


£ 19*99 

ORDER CODE: W4QI 


A500 SI 2k 

WITH CLOCK 


>99 

ORDER CODE: Well 


A500 


PLUS 


1MB 


*99 

ORDER OODtT W403 1 
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A600 


1MB 
NO CLOCK 


£i 
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>99 

0RUER COPt: W404 


Post Code 


A600 


Phone Number 


1MB 
WITH CLOCK 


.99 

ORDER CODE: W+D5 1 


CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO 
WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS. 
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REVIEW 


e D-ROMS seem to be quite in 
I vogue at the moment. You 
would have a lough time trying 
ic buy a PC or Macintosh which is nol fit- 
ted with one, but it's not like Amiga owners 
have bean te(1 behind, with Squirrel SCSI 
CD-ROMS flying off the shelves quicker 
than the hottest hot cakes. 

The options available for A 1200 owners 
are quite straightforward - get yourself a 
Squirrel setup. Big bo* Amiga owners 
have a much wider choice - slap in a 
SCSI interface and take your pick of ail 
the SCSI CD-ROMS that are out there, 

Bath the Plextor and NEC drives are 
internal drives so require a Irtlle mane work 
to fit than an external one. You connect 
both to the SCSI board via a 50- way rib- 
bon cable, making sure the red wire goes 
Id pin 1. The CD audio can bo piped 
through a four-way connector at the back 
and connected internally to your Amiga, 
allowing any CD sound to be mixed with 
ire normal Amiga audio - even though a 
little surgery had to be performed to make 
the provided lead fit at the Amiga end. Ail; 
that is left to do is power up the CD with 
an IDE power connector 
Boll the Plextor and NEC drives use 
taddies. I think they are a pain but they do 
allow you to use the drives, on their side - 
tl they are external drives - and protect 
the discs. They also have the usual array 
of controls that appear on CD-ROMS - 
foeaiiqhane socket, volume controls, and 
ar eject button. All pretty thrilling stuff. 

The Plextor drive is a quad-sj^eed unit 
and* when sysinfo is in a good mood, 
returns a transfer rate of more than 600k a 
second it appears to be a SCSI i device, 
but this us no real disadvantage because 
even the fastest CD-ROM is not exactly 
pushing SCS1 1 lo its limits. 

INSTRUCTIVE 

The manual that comes with the Plextor 
is jam packed with installation instructions, 
but unfortunately these are for the PC and 
Mac Having said that, a lot of this is rele- 
vant stuff, but probably the only thing you 
Will need to know is how to change the 
SCSI ID number. 

Another feature the Plextor drive has is 
flat It is possible to put it into audio CD- 
ROM mode. When you first turn on the 
computer, if you hold the eject button 
dewn for three seconds the drive can then 
play audio CDs. Any music CD you put in 
c will be played, and you can skip tracks 
by tapping the eject button. Unfortunately, 
the only way you can gel the CD-ROM 
rack is by turning your computer off again. 

As lor the NEC, it does seems to be of 
i t ghtiy better construction, and is a sex- 
tos speed, SCSI 2 device. Again, when 
sysinfo is in a good mood you can get a 
transfer rate of over 000k a second. The 
only other major feature the NEC has over 
the Plextor is a digital out connector, 
which would allow you lo get perfect same 
!>es off any CD, If you have the facilities to 
use this I am sure it will be very welcome. 

Having said that, the CD door on the 
NEC can be locked open. This might 


if 



sound a really trivial 
point, but whan you are 
flinging CDs in and out of 
it all day. it is actually really 
useful not to have to bother 
messing about trying to 
prop open the CD door 
when inserting the caddy. 

In practice, there seemed lo be very lit- 
tle difference between the two drives, even 
though (he NEC is a sextuple-speed 
mechanism. The Plextor does have a 1 Mb 
buffer and a random access time of 
220ms, which could be the reason For the 
Plextor beating the NEC drive at the 
A mi net Search. It is also difficult to spot 
the speed increase of the NEC when 
doing directory listings and animation 
replays. 

At the end of the day, whether you 
choose the NEC or Plextor will come down 
to how much you are willing lo spend. 
There is a very noticeable difference 
between using a quad-speed over a dual- 
speed' CD-ROM. but whether the extra 70 
pounds for the NEC compared to the 
Plextor is worth it is something you will 
have to decide, 


Ihe bottom lino 

Product: Plextor PX43cx 
Supplier : First Computer Centre 
Price: 239.99 
Phone: 01132319444 
E-Mail: 

sales @ firstcom.demon.co.uk 


Ease of use ... 7 

Implementation 8 

Value for money 7 

Overall 8 


Product: NEC GXi 
Supplier: First Computer Centre 
Price: 312, 99 
Phone: 0113 2319444 
E-Mail: 

sales @ firstcom . demon, co . uk 


Ease of use 7 

Implementation 8 

Value for money 8 

Overall 7 



Speed statistics 


| For all you slat freaks, a little selection of speed comparisons: j 

Drive 

Sysinfo 

Copy Fite 

AminetSearch 

A iwa aCD300 

305k 

28.8 secs 

5,0 secs 

Plextor PX4cx 

610k 

18.6 secs 

3.6 secs 

NEC GXi 

910k 

12.6 secs 

4.1 secs 


svsieih EssiniiHis 

HID Essential BLACK - Recommended 


mm? 

SCSI controller 


CD-ROM driver 


S' * inch bay 
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RUHR multimedia Rctiue Speaker System 



too much space. Three control buttons 
are situated at toe top and as well as the 
usual power button, there is a Surround 
control which, in Iheory, gives you more 
of a stereo effect due to the Front 
Surround Circuitry, However, when 
tested it didn't actually alter the sound a 
great deal. 

From such small speakers you do get 
quite a powerful sound, although bass 
sounds don't come across all that well, 
and unfortunately, although it claims 
'Dynamic Super Linear Bass', it Still 
sounds fairly tinny. 

At this price the Aiwa still feels tike a 
durable, sturdy system, and if you're not 
too fussy about deep bass sounds then 
the Aiwa provides value tor money. 


Given Aiwa's reputation lor top^quality 
equipment such as their latest CD-ROM 
drive which received a Blue Chip Award 
last month, high hopes were held for 
their mid-priced speakers. 

The Aiwa speakers, although quite 
compact, are stylish in design and 
because they are slim, fit nicely by the 
side of your monitor without taking up 

m 


Product: Aiwa SC-C55 


Pnce : £49.99 


Supplier: Aiwa 


Tel: 0181-897 7000 


Sound quality 

6 

Features 

7 

Build quality 

6 

Overall . 

7 
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SOW SRS-PtSD 

Probably the most ugly speakers on the market, the SonJ 
SRS-PC50 are designed to be attached to the side of your monitor! 
although rubber feel do allow them to be placed on your desktop, 
Featuring built-in amplifiers that give a total of 5W, they are a*5U| 
magnetically shielded to 
prevent distortion on 
your monitor, The con- 
trols are placed on the 
side of the speaker so 
when mounted they 
would face forward 
allowing ease of use, A 
bass control can be 
adjusted to give deeper 
sounds and the quality 
overall is good. 



Product: Sony SRS-PC50 
Price: £79.99 
Supplier: Gem 
Tel: 01279 442842 


Sound quality 7 

Features T 

Build quality — 6 

Overall 7 
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Yamaha VST-fTlS Powered monitor Speakers 



mounted which makes them easy to reach, but 
because of the lightness of build you have lo 
have both hands free lo support ihe speaker 
while you make your adjustments. Their size 
also makes them fiddly and even those with the 
nrtosi nimblest of fingers are going to have 
problems. 

Feature wise it comes complete with an extra 
output socket to allow it to be connected to 
something like a very impressive sub' woofer. A 
presence dial allows you lo change the amount 
of treble you get but unfortunately this wasn't all 
that responsive. For this sort of price, you r re 
better off going for the Power Speakers or the 
Aiwa which both feel like they should last a lot 
longer and provide belter value for money, 


The cheaper of the Yamaha set, the YST offers 
only a three Watt per channel output, but as 
we’ve seen before this is usually irrespective of 
the sound quality you get, However, in this case 
the sound is very feeble and reflects the tow 
wattage. 

Design is rather questionable too, Apart from 
looking like an upmarket air freshener, the 
speakers don't feel as it they'd survive any 
kn&cks or bumps. The controls are front- 


Product: Yamaha YST-M5 
Price: £49 

Supplier: Yamaha Kembats 
Teh 01906 366700 


Sound quality 5 

Features 5 

Build quality — , 4 

Overall . 5 


Bqdec BY-FI Pro B 

Zydec may not have the brand image that Sony and 
Yamaha products carry but this arguably accounts for 
their lower pricing The question is. can they match the 
big boys in terms of sound quality? 

The first noticeable point is their strange and some 
would say tacky, styling, with ihe pink and wobbly 
power button standing out like a sore thumb However, 
their upward lilt makes sumo sense considering rhoy 91 
h- set on a desktop well below ear level. Unpretentious but comprehensive controls include 
lume bass and treble, though they are rather stiff lo use Combine this fact with the unit s 
-ihlweiyhl and not very solid look and feel and the Zydec begins lo look leas durable than 
■ome qI Us more expensive rivals. 

Sound quality is not at nil bad and high volumes 
" all a In able without too much distortion, The 
h iss has impressive depth and mid-range clarity is 
■ .^enable considering the price The trade-oil 
IHwcofi bass and sire is loss impressive, however. 

'..in with Ihe more compact Yamaha speakers, 
if you're nol bothered about looks and ergonom- 
ir > and let s face II, it's nol as important for com- 
puter applications, as wiih a hi-fi - then ihe Zyti 
Hers a perfect ty decent sound solution for 
standard Amiga purposes. 


Product Zy-fi Pro 2 
Price: £46,99 
Supplier. Special Reserve 
Tel: 01279 600204 

Sound quality 8 

Features . - . 7 

Build quality 5 

Overall 7 



Sony [SS-B1DQ 



An al Fin-one set designed lo fit snggfy underneath 
your monitor, this unit from Sony is al the higher end 
of the computer speaker market. Magnetically shiel- 
ded to prevent distortion ol your monitor picture and 
boasting an unusual array of extras, on paper it 
already looks like one ol the tidiest audio solutions. 

The Sony's large base is designed to support mon- 
itors up lo 25 kg. and though it looks big when 
removed from the box, it actually takes up less desk 
space lhan having a couple of small speakers wired 
up next lo the computer. The only possible problem 
might be lhat when used with big box Amigas. the 
Sony will put your monitor at a neck-straining height. 

in terms of sound quality, the Sony was a strong 
performer. Of course it suffered from the same limita- 
tions you'd expect from cheap midi hi-fis, such as a 
lack of depth in the sound, but to expect much more 
for under El 00 would be unfair. Al least the bass was 
substantial enough to avoid too much tinnyness, 
providing the bass booster was turned to full. 

A downside of having everything located neatly 
beneath the monitor is that the speakers are too close 
to properly benefit from stereo. In fairness, though, 
few computer users will be overly bothered on this 
count, 

The Sony scores points for efficiency, for although 
it has a low wattage, high volumes can be achieved! 
with distortion only occurring at the very highest out- 
put - which is a lot more than can be said for many of 
its rivals. 

Connection lo the computer is made using the 
standard left-right channel audio jacks, but more 
unusual are the secondary set of ports hidden behind 
a flap mounted on the unit's front. These allow for the 
connection of video, a microphone and a Discman or 
Walkman. Not only is it good io have these available, 
but the fact that users won’t have to fiddle around 
behind the unit too much is also a welcome feature. 

Finally, it has to be said lhat paired with the right 
■monitor, the Sony's smart fascia can only make your 
kit look more impressive. Strong on sound and fea- 
tures, this sound system is a high calibre contender, 
and only its price wifi make serious users have 
second thoughts about buying. 


Product: Sony CSS-8100 
Price : £65 
Supplier: GEM 
Tel: 01279 442642 


Sound quality _ 8 

Features 9 

Build quality 7 

Overall 8 
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Yamaha VSI-fUlO + Subwoofer 


systems in the round-up fared equal- 
ly well. Front mounted controls veer 
from convention slightly with a knot) 
to control 'presence' rather than (re- 
late or bass. Roughly speaking, how- 
ever. this segms to perform a similar 
function to the standard treble con- 
trol, whereas bass didn't appear to 


The Yamaha Ml Os are a pair o( 10 
watt speakers from another rep- 
utable brand name which boasts 
unusual and elegant styling to match 
some impressively named special 
features including pure spruce wood 
cones and the exclusive Active 
Servo Technology. 

The latter facility Is another way of 
giving the bass surprising depth con- 
sidering how compact this pair of 
speakers actually is. Having said 
that, however, similarly priced 


be very adjustable al all. 

Clarity of sound was highly com- 
petitive in ils class, and the inclusion 
of a port lo allow the connection of a 
subwoofer will make them very 
appealing as components of a highly 
serious multi media sound system. 
The inclusion of jacks and adapters 
make an encouraging bonus since 
they allow minimal fuss connection 
to be made with anything from your 
Amiga 10 your hi-fi. This is instantly 
preferable to having to go ihrough a 
monitor headphone jack as is the 


case with some of the alternatives. 

The only complaint might be that 
these speakers ought to be a bit 
cheaper, and as standalone's their 
sound is nol quite on a par with the 
Sony's, Still, some buyers won't 
mind paying extra for Yamaha build 
quality, and when connected to the 
Yamaha subwoofer this system is so 
far unbeatable. 


Product: Yamaha YST-MIOs 
Price: £69 
Subwoofer: £1 16 
Supplier: Yamaha Kembals 
Tel: 01908 366700 


Sound quality 6 

Features — e 

Build quality — 8 

Overall — & 


Hid Hi-Fi Qualify speakers 

Boasting a hefty 60 waits and priced at only £49.95, these 
speakers from HiO seemed loo good to be true, but putting 
them to the test we found that our cynicism wasn't in the least bil 
justified, 

Mounted on l heir own stand, ihey are a lot bigger than the oth- 
ers we looked at and the space conscious may find their bulk off* 
putting. Similar In size lo the Prime* giants, if style is an 
important factor then the HiQ ones win hands down 

While the Primax speakers had sturdy lop-mounted switches, 
these have some rather flimsy switches situated on the front. 
Although they allowed for some accurate alterations to be made 
lo the volume, bass and treble, they did feel that any heavy 
handling might just snap them off. 

Overall though, ter the user who requires a good quality sound 
at a very affordable price, these come well recommended. 



Product: Stereo Speakers 


Price: £49. 95 (+P&P £7.00) 


Supplier: HiQ Limited 


Tel: 0181-9092092 


Sound quality 

6 

Features 

o 

Build quality 

8 

Overall 

8 





Competing at the lower end of the market, the 60 watt 
Primax speakers still supposedly have loads more 
wattage than far more expensive speakers. By now, how- 
ever, you're probably beginning to realise that this doesn't 
seem to count for much in terms of sound quality. 

This pair Is very small and simply styled, with magnetic 
shielding to prevent picture distortion if they're used in 
dose proximity to the monitor. Simple controls include vol- 
ume and bass, while connection is only possible to ihe 
Amiga via a monitor's headphone socket — unless you buy 
an adaptor, that is. Sound quality is perfectly adequate 


PrimaH GO matt 


considering the price, but like its big brother it tends to 
overstretch itself with distortion apparent after the volume 
has been raised by just over a third of its capacity . 

StifJ, they will prove perfectly adequate for gamesplay- 
ing and Ihe like, and compared to rival unit's they have a 
reassuring weightiness that suggests higher than average 
sturdiness. In short, they're a low budget offering that's 
worth considering. 


Product: Primax 60 watt 
Price: £39.99 
Supplier: Primax UK 
Tel: 01235 559922 


Sound quality fi 

Features _6 

Build quality 7 

Overall 7 



The Soundstemn range are a new collec- 
tion of computer speakers designed to 
establish their makers, Primax, as a top 
developer of multimedia peripherals. 
Boasting 240 watt power,, this top of the 
range pair promised much in comparison 
to the 5-10 watt average in its rivals 
Unsurprisingly, they are rather large 
and will prove an encumbrance on desks 
already straining underneath the weight of 
printers, hard drives and CD-ROMs. Ir 
terms of appearance, they boar the clog 


esl resemblance to standard hi-fi speay 


ers thanks to their box-like, basic design. 

The standard audio-system similarit 
are also borne out by the inclusion of 4' 
woofers and £" tweeters lor more convi 
ing bass and Ireble sounds. Like all g 
computer speakers, however, they indu 
a built-in power amplifier. 

The controls are comprised of the sla 
dard treble, bass and volume but they'flf 
top mounted which makes adjustme 
slightly more convenient than when k 
arc located at the base of the speakers. 

High volumes certainly are attain 
with these speakers - though the mere 
over 10 watt rivals is far less dramatli 
than you might expect, The real proble 
however, is that ihe volume doesn't ha 
lo be pushed up lhai high before ih 
sound becomes badly distorted, which 
obviously makes that excess pewe 
practicably unusable. 

Even if volumes are kept within a low 
medium range, the speakers were s 
none too impressive constdenng the pi 
Amiga owners would be well advised 
either buy .something cheaper or go 
Ihe Yamaha top-range speakers if th 
want real power paired with accuracy. 


Product: Primax Soundstorm 240 
Watts 

Price: £74.99 
Supplier: Primax UK 
Tel: 01235 559922 


Sound quality 7 

Features 7 

Build quality — . 6 

Overall 7 
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AMIGA A1 200 WITH SOFTWARE 399.99 
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9 -££' C^ElTlNa OUTSTANttMQ GRAPHICS CAPaBIUTiGS Th*£ A1 ;ro 
5 lYTH L' i» OF RAM MOUSE BUILT IN DISKDRIVE. SYSTEM SOFTWARE 
* IANUALS PLUS A NEW SQFTYWftE BL'JIH h T(I BE CONFIRMED .CALL 
I F=DU DETAILS; N ADDfTKJN SPECIAL HESEPVG WILL Hb QPFrRIhO A 
FARTHER 6 FREE GAMES TO ACCOMPANY THE AMIGA Al2CO 

ABM L SOFTWARE 399.99 
AIJOO A SOFTWARE * 

170 MB H AID DRIVE 4m? 

OVERDRIVE HARO DRIVES FOR 
AS DO & A 1200 
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JMS AND 5 IP MR 7 5" HARD DRIVES HAVE A ThREC VEAR WARRANTY 

OVERDRIVE CD ROM ,,....169.99 
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TITLES. OOUBLE SPEED MULTI -SESSION 
DRIVE COMPLETE WITH INTERNAL POWER 
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LETTERS 


Get writing - 50 1 did 





t 


Our first tetter this month comes 
from an obvious madman who... 
weft r tet him t&li it in his own 
words: 

I was prompted to write to you by 
the little snippet you placed on 
page 46 of issue 8&, namely 
“GET WRITING." One single let- 
ter won't exactly give you your 
requested sackful, bul rt you pnnt 
this in its entirety, then, what with your 
answers, you'll have at least a couple ot 
extra pages lo fill! 

Firstly, I must thank you tor your excellent 
magazine which I have followed carefully 
and with pleasure ever since issue one I 
am so very glad (as I'm sure are a good 
many others) to see from your well-bat' 
anced coverage that Escom are about to re- 
kindle the glowing embers of our old 'friend' 
C— . I am sure they will tielp,- 

,,,! nexi got my itchy fingers on a Ik 
Acom Atom, which was held together, as I 
remember, by much black adhesive.,, 

...Then at last, I got my eager hands on a 
WB1.2 Amiga 500 complete wllh Hi-res 1 
1084 monitor, bought on the strength ol... 

,,, Enough of the iovey dovey sentimental- 
ity though, and on to my first ever cry for 
help from your good selves.., 
tVe loved the idea o( computers for as 
long as I can remember (I dreamed nightly 
of ENIAC end COLOSSUS for months).,, 

. I have the ubiquitous 1Mb 3.5" floppy 
drive fdfO: Anticlick provided courtesy of 
Magic Workbench, A replacement lor DF1: 
should be on Its way by the time you read 
this), one 40Mb Quantum F40S SCSI hard 
drive.., ...I have 1Mb GhipRAM as standard 
with 2Mb FastRAM added, plus 4Mb of 32- 
bil wide SuperFaslRAM on an SSL A5000 

68020 accelerator board I also have an 

MFM hard drive, formatted to 29Mb, on the 
far side of an A2288 bridgeboard,, 

.. I also upgraded to WB2.1 about a year 
ago. In retrospect, I have found this to have 
been quite a wise move, although I some- 
times wish I had waited for v3.1 to arrive.. 

...the MFM drive now acts as my DH2;* 
named ‘Archive’, formatted as a single QFS 
partition with the standard WB formal com- 
mand (Yes, I did see the warnings about 
IDE drive low level formatting before under- 
taking the task!). For a couple of years all 
was fine,., 

...The drive was to all intents and purpo- 
ses dead. Finally, I checked it through with 
QBTools* again without much success, , 

...1 salvaged what was possible and again 
re -formatted All subsequent system checks 
showed up as OK - no read/write errors 
being reported. This same failure has now 
occurred three limes in the last three 
months and happy is no longer my middle 
namel Each lime the system fails it reports 
a "Read/write error on track xxxx"... 

,.,use the bay that would free up for an 


internal CD-ROM drive. They are 
obtainable quite cheaply these 
days, are ihey not?,.. 

....On the subject of DTP. I run 
ProPage 4.0 but CacheEdst gives 
me an ‘Out Of memory 1 error 
when launched from the 
Workbench... 

...perhaps t should have stuck 
with PageStream, ‘cos from what 
I've seen of WordWorth It's 
m,u.c,h. t,.Q,-C-, s.. J.,.o.-.w.,J Mind you 
PPage doesn't exactly zip along does it? 
Thank heaven for the Article Editor,,, 

...Oh how I wish I had my oW Star LC1Q 
colour printer back, Considering its age. il 
seemed to be able to 'turn its hand' to any- 
thing and everything I threw at it - and 1 
sometimes did! 

... Finally, if you r ve read this far. thanks 
for bearing with me and I look forward to a, 
doubtless abridged (you're not kidding - 
ad), version of this tetter appearing... 

Long live the Amiga and Amiga 
Technologies GmbH! May their bytes never 
fall to bits. 

Simon Smaifey, Lincoln 

Mr Smalley, who is apparently 56 going 
on 15, sent us a total of 2720 words* 
accompanied by several sheets of print 
out detailing his assigns, Workbench, 
Klckstart and DGpus version numbers, 
and Sysinfo printouts of the perfor- 
mance ot his machine in several areas, 
in answer to your queries, Mr Smalley, I 
only have room for very curl answers 
now, so pay attention: 

1, H's probably because your MFM drive 
is so old that you are having so many 
problems. Your best bet would be to 
ditch it as soon as possible and get a 
sensible size SCSI hard drive for your 
machine, b believe you should be able to 
use a partition for the bridgeboard, 
although it might be a little tough to set 
up. You should be able to pick up a 
500Mb drive for around £1 50 these days 
and you can never have enough hard 
drive space. 

2. The Mega Chip is good but, yes, I think 
you would have problems fitting it along 
with the A5O0O, 

3, It's been a while since l last used 
ProPage, but I thought that CacheEdit 
was part of ProPage 3 and made 
redundant in version 4. As you say* try 
switching back to PageStream. Frank 
Nord tells me the latest version is pretty 
Impressive. 

4. Not much you can do about a print 
head for a dot matrix other than replace 
it unfortunately. 

Lastly* thanks for your letter, it bright- 
ened up the office on a dull day and I 
hope you will be able to pul the £50 prize 
money to good use in upgrading your 
machine. 




n iim i, mum 

iqqi; 



Vour trims and Questions aired 


and ansurered bn our man of — 
letters, tern Surf — I 

Helping hand I 

1 have just bought a second-han 
Amiga 500 wilh hard drive* Workberd 
2.1, etc. and I was given some of yoi 
magazines. You gave away Persobl 
Font Maker on the cover of your Mi 
1994 issue number 73, Do you havei 
back issue of that number (hat I cb 
buy? 

K Stevens, 8elp 

You can certainly write In tor a bac 
issue* we do have issue 73 In stock 
The address is the same an 
cheques or postal orders should t 
made payable to IDG Media an 
made out for the amount of E4.4 
Alternatively, if you have a CD-RO 
drive you can buy the Personal Sul 
of programs on CD for only £39,1 
from our Personal Paint coverdii 
offer. 

Helping hand II 

I am the proud owner of an ASOO-t- wi 
4Mb RAM. a 120Mb hard drive and 
PC card as welt. 

After rearranging my hard drive Ikies 
managed to lose the software that rui 




■B l| — 


the PC card and it's driving me 
mad trying to find the correct soft 
ware, so I was wondering if you 
could help me in my quest? 

The PC card is a product 
called the KCS PC 
PawerPacker. I hope either 
you or a rellow reader may 
be able to help me. 

Julian Sorfleet, 

13 Kef shaw Avenue, Little 
Lever, Bolton BL3 IQS 


■ letters pleasE 



Hopefully there’s a kind reader 
out there who would be willing 
help Mr Sorfleet out as KCS seem 
to have disappeared into the aether. 

Helping hand III 


I am a newcomer to the Amiga having 
recently purchased a second-hand 
Am ga 500 Pius in 'as new 1 condition 
and in <ts original packaging. 

The machine came with a RoeGen 
genlock with a test disk. However, when 
inis restf demon st ration disk is inserted 
sher Workbench 2.04 all goes well with 
the colour bars test, but every time I try 
ih-e SCRIPT icon! get the message 
'Sahware failure/ 

I am unable Id refer back to the origi- 
nal owner who has moved house, so 
cogid you please inform me who the 
agents are tor the RocGen genlock 
anc or whera I could obtain another 
(unconmpted) demo disk. 

Also with this kit, there is a strip of 
Amiga fax cards, all with the suffix 3. On 
ihe Music 3 card it states lhal other fax 
cards were Issued with Ihe June and 
July issues of Amiga Computing and 


[scorn aduite 


You nskeri for more letters pages, 
but wtial you don't seem to realise 
is the (act that you have to write fnto 
us. To give you a further incentive, 

we will otter £50 from Adam 
Phillips wages to the best letter 

written. But ptease keep quiet 
about It, as Adam doesn’t 
L . know + „ 


iical instrument doesn't interface 

I have spent a lot of lime, effort and money trying lo get a good Midi kit 
togelher, only lo find lhat the device meant So run it ail is incapable of Iho 
(ask by design,. 1 don't know if any of your readers has had similar problems 
with the CD32/SX- 1 but I would like to make them aware That Ihe 
CD32/SX-1 module is nol compatible with MIDI interfaces and does not 
come with any Workbench disks, 

The advertisement placed by Silica states quite categoncaily that the SX-1 
turns Ihe CD 32 into 'a fully functioning Amiga 1200 compatible computer.' 
This Is not the case. I have asked for a refund from Sifica and I will get back 
to you if I encounter any problems. 

Roy Sharp, Liverpool 


I 


Wffle il is good news that the Amiga has finally 
come out of limbo {having finally been bought out 
by German company Escom) E have some fears 
which I would like lo voice; 
l Once Escom begin producing Ihe A120O 
again. I hope (hey will take their time to do so 
instead of just rushing it out. After all, look at 
what happened when Sir Clive Sinclair attempted 
10 meet demand with his Spectrum in the 1980$ 
- they were nol even tested before hitting the 
shelves and consequenily, many machines 
included serious faults. 

2. Will many ol the software developers who 
decided to quit the Amiga when they believed it 
to be a lost cause actually come back to it again? 
Some ol them seem to have made up their minds 
already and just don’t give a damn about the 
At 200’s future any more. 

1 How can we be sure that Escom don't make 
ihe same mistakes Commodore did with regard 


Yep, I’ve just checked Silica's ad and if does still say that ! expect the best that 
can be hoped for is that you get the refund and that other people can learn from 
your example. 


that back issues are available. Could 
you tell me if that is still the case and if 
so what the price would be. 

A £ Lott, Reading 

Again, any readers who can help Mr 
or Ms Lott with their problem should 
write into me and I’ll pass the infor- 
mation on. As to the Amiga fax 
cards, they were printed a fair while 
ago and I’m afraid our back issues 
don't go back that far. 

01m wife won't 
let me 

I have recently purchased an Amiga 
600 upgraded to 2Mb. My problem is 
with expanding the system. I was origi- 
nally planning to tit a hard drive and an 
external floppy, modem and printer. 
However, every time I go to the local 
computer shops they keep stating that I 
would be wasting my money and that I 
should buy a PC, What I would like to 


know i$ whether this is true and if not. 
what siie hard drive would you recom- 
mend as a minimum Also, is ihe 
internet accessible to my computer and 
Workbench 2. 

If you recommend buying an A120Q, 
that would unfortunately be out of 
the question as my wife is already nag- 
ging me about wasting money on the 
A6Q0. 

Andrew Brooks, Rochdale 

It might have been better tor you to 
have bought an A120Q in the first 
place, Andrew, but no you don’t 
need to ditch the 600 and buy a PC, 
The minimum size for & hard drive is 
whatever you can afford, but try lo 
get as large a drive as possible - it'll 
soon fill up. 

Once you've got a hard drive and a 
modem (preferably 14,4k or 28, 8k) 
you will have the minimum setup 
necessary for Internet access, 
although to be able to use Mosaic to 
browse the World Wide Web properly 
you will need Workbench 3.x. 


L 


to the launching of new machines and keeping its 
customers informed? 1 hope they do not intend to 
blitz the market with a fleet of ‘super machines', 
as a more sensible option would be to just create 
one and let it be the basis of all future develop- 
ments. The original A50G as a prime example of 
this and even today it is still a grand machine - I 
know, a friend of mine still has one! 

4, Do Escom intend to fully support the Amiga 
with a vigorous advertising campaign and per- 
haps show it as a 'serious' computer and not just 
something for the kids to play on? 

David O' Conner 
Dtnnington , South Yorkshire 

We will undoubtedly continue to gat s lot of 
mail about the Escom situation, so let's go 
over David's points one by one. 

1. Escom are a very large company with mas- 
sive manufacturing resources unlike Sinclair 


Research in the days of the Spectrum, so I 
think It’s unlikely that you'll ever see Amigas 
with as many problems as those early 
Sped rums. However, I do agree that Escom 
shouldn't just rush things through. They 
need to pay attention to bundling deals, 
packaging end advertising to ensure the 
A12QG and A4000T regain their place in the 
computing hierarchy, 

2. Certainly you will see the re-emergence of 
Amiga developers, distributors and retailers. 
As mentioned in this week's CTW, retailers 
are crying out for all things Amiga, but they 
can t get new games or serious software to 
meet the demand. 

3. I think that Escom actually do need to 
diversify the Amiga range in order to capture 
the niches left for It, The A5QC was a great 
machine as you say, but It's time to move on. 

4. We'll just have to wait and see. 


Amiga Computi rt g 
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AMIGA COMPUTING ADVICE SERVICE 


RCRS is here to solus all — 
uour embarrassing personal — 
Rmiga problems — 

Final Writer uioes 

My situation has now reached 
f M desperation stakes and I am in 

' serious danger of taking a ham- 
mer to my Amiga 1200 and the HP52Q 
that is attached. 

1 am running Final Writer 2.1, and the 
problem is that I cannot print past 10.5 
inches - anything after this is being 
ignored and not carried over to the next 
page, I have exhausted all the options in 
the program and in the Workbench 
preferences, 

Also, I would like to expand my mem- 
ory via a trapdoor board, I recently 
acquired a 4Mb SIMM tram an old 3B6 


REDD keyboard 



3 have fecenhy acquired an Amiga 600 and I am annoyed 
by me Sac*' o! h numeric keypad and would like fo attach 
Qi-if- | hgvr several PG keyboards fyrnq around What I 
t.*d to know r- rf fhe A600 ’Will support a real numeric keypad? 

f R f?red. F*1b 

The A6EK) the same type of ROMs »» used in the 
A5DQ+ so will support a numeric keypad I do feel, 
however, thai the biggest problem is how you will 
attach ihe PC keyboard. 

As the A6 f >0 uses a ribbon table the same as the A 1200. it 
,y 4I be quite a task to convert the PC keyboard's 5 -pin connec- 
tor to The Amiga s ribbon If you do manage it, there is a pro- 
gram on Aminfct to help remap PC keyboards for use with the 
Amiga. 



[0 Dilemmas 


i 

In the near future 1 am going to upgrade into the world of CD by adding a CC 
' ^ J drive to my computer. I have taken a fancy to Power Computing's dual 
drive, but have just noticed the price drop in the CD32. 

\ am now wondering which to buy, as I know the GD32 can be attached to the 
A 1200. Wiii the CD32 act in the same way as a CD drive? I do not want to use lha 
two separately for CDs and floppies, but want to use the two as one. 

I have seen some CDs that are only CD32 compatible, and also know about the 
FMV option, which inclines me to buy the CD 32, i will be using the CD drive for GD32 
games, audio CDs, public domain, and the odd encyclopaedia. Which would give me: 
the greatest access to the huge world of CD? 

Just one more quick question - how do t gel GctaMED sound files to play Irom my 
startup-sequence? 

Andr&w. Northamptonshire 

As with most things In life, which ever decision you make will involve 

r compromises. It you must have 100 per cent CD32 compatibility, then 
'* the only real option is to buy a CD32. You can then use something like 
the Communicatortl to allow you to access the CD32 via parnet. 
Basically, you get an icon on the Workbench and can access the CD32 like a 
normal device, such as a floppy or hard drive. The major down side to this is 
you will only be getting around 20 to 40 K a second transfer, which is not much 
better than floppy access, 

Your other option is to go for the Power Computing offering. That consists of 
either a dual or quad-speed CD, and the excellent Squirrel SCSl-tl interface. The 
CD32 emulation might not be perfect, but most recent CD32 games, and hope- 
fully all future releases, will be written with these CD32 emulators in mind. 
Therefore, future compatibility should be much better. 

The other thing you should keep in mind is that with the last option you are 
getting a SCSI CD-ROM and a PCMCIA SCSl-li adapter. This means that there Is 
a good possibility that they could be used on a future Amiga, or any other com- 
puter, with the right software, and the fact you have a SCSI interface means ii is 
possible to fit up to another six devices onto the SCSI chain. 

The biggest benefit, however, is that you can access the CD at its maximum 
transfer rate - 300k a second for a dual-speed drive. That is around 15 times 
faster than the Communicator II, and if you ere planning to use PD discs a lot 
then this could be quite an important point. 

I would go for the Power Computing system. You get a SCSI CD-ROM thal 
could be used with any other computer with a SCSI Interface. The CD access 
on the A 1200 side is Infinitely faster, and on top of all that you have got a 
SCSI-1 1 Interface. 

When you say sound files, do you mean samples or complete modules? To 
play a module, edit your user-startup file, found In the S: drawer, and add Run 
>MiL: <N1L: OctaM ED Player -Path and Module Name-'. Make sure a copy ot the 
OctaWI ED Player is in your G drawer, or on the path list. 

If you mean a sample, do exactly the same but instead of the GctaMED player 
you will need to use a sample player. 


PC, Gould you please tell me if it is possi- 
ble 10 ulilise it in any of the current A12QC 
memory expansions, Finally, the bution 
menu utility you gave away Is marvellous, 
but certain programs will not run, even 
though the path entered is an exact replica 
of opening the program using the mouse. 
Why is Ibis? 

John Cfeator. Liverpool 


fr I would be inclined to say you 
* do not have enough memory 
for Final Writer to create the 
entire page, but if this was the case It 
would simply produce an error mes- 
sage. All 1 can suggest Is you reduce all 
the margin values in the page and sec- 
tion menus to zero. Set the page size to 
A4 and draw a couple of boxes, one 
inside the other, in the bottom two 
Inches, and see how much you are 


then losing. I use Final Writer with ai 
HP55QC and find it will allow me tfl 
print up to 11 Inches. After that th 
printer cuts the rest off. 

Unfortunately, the SIMM you hav 
appears to be a 30-pin SIMM, so is onlj 
16-bit and cannot be used in any of 1h 
A 1200 expansion cards. 

As for your last query, many pro 
grams require what is known as si 
Assign to be made - simply just run 
ning the program is not enough. The 
use the Assign to find other flies thi 
they require to run, Galaga, for exam 
pie, uses a Music assign which point 
to the directory containing allits musk 
modules. 

Assigns are not very nicely imple 
menled on a basic Amiga, being hid 
den away and only changeable via th 
shell. A program such as MCP oi 
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TECHNICAL 


= Do you have a problem? Do you sometimes 

I find yourscll poised over your Amiga with axe 
in hand, spoil ling profanity at Ihe stubborn 
refusal of your Amiga software or hardware to 
behave properly? 

Well, calm down and swap the axe for pen 
and paper jot down your problems, along 
with a thorough description of your Amiga 
setup, and send it off to Amiga Computing Advice Service, IDG 
Media. Media House. Arlington Park. Macclesfield SKID 4NP, Or d- 
mail us at AC AS* 1 .i camp, demon. co.uk 


Assign Prefs gives you a nice GUI 
front-end to ad d, change and remove 
assigns, which makes looking after 
your assigns a lot easier. 


DSOD expansion 



I have an A500 and would like 
Bt" to know what is involved in 
p upgrading to OS 2-04 or 3-1. I 
know you can buy ROM kits and that 
Ihay ^ome with fitting instructions, bul 
ars ihey easy to understand by a com- 
plete novice like me? Do they need 
specai tools, and do they come with the 
Workbench disks as welt? Is it also pos- 
hbie lo use the 3.1 ROMs in conjunct- 
i on with a ROM switcher? 

At some point in the future 1 would 
also like lo fit a hard drive, but there 
seam to be so many different sons 
Iddnl really know which one would be 
best. 

Rose Hasted, Ox on 


With regards to upgrading 
your ASGO's Kickstart 
chip, l would suggest you 
went for the OS 3,1 kit. How difficult 
this is depends on what revision 
your A500 is. Basically, If your 



Amiga is no more than six-years old 
it should be a revision six machine, 
The only way lo find out for sure is to 
open your machine up, remove the 
metal shield by carefully bending all 
Ihe tabs up, and somewhere on the 
mother board, normally on the right- 
hand side, there will the revision 
number. 

If it is an earlier version than six 
you are going to have to do a bit of 
amateur electronics, and depending 
on how adventurous you are it may 
be best to get a qualified electrician 
to do the |ob. If, however, you have a 
revision six machine, fitting the ROM 
is a case of carefully prising the old 
ROM out of Its base - a flat head 
screwdriver pushed carefully 
between the chip and the base at 
each end should do the trick - and 
then replacing it with the new ROM, 
making sure you place it the correct 
way around. There are clear markings 
on the chip and Its base, so this is 
obvious. 

It is possible to use a ROM switch- 
er, but why do want to? I am sure 
once you use 3.1 you will wonder 
how you ever managed using 1,3, 
When OS 2 first appeared there was a 
legitimate use for ROM switches, but 
nowadays every program will run 
under OS 3. 

As for fitting a hard drive in the 
future, five years ago you could not 
move for Amiga 500 hard drive 
adverts, but now A500 stuff Is getting 
pretty thin on the ground. The easiest 
way to add a hard drive to an A&QO is 
to choose any of the ones that fits 
into the aide expansion slot. You 
should also consider getting some 
extra memory, as each hard drive 
partition uses up some memory and 


H1S0D Ethernet 

^ 3$ there art otherne: adaptor 

available for ihe A12Q0 
which plugs into the PCMCIA 
slot or the parallel port? I know 
these are available for Ihe PC, but I 
have not seen any advertised for the 
Amiga. I hope so buy an A1200 whan I 
go to university and would like to con* 
nect to the campus network, if I can. 

Philip Chung, Cambridge 


You will be glad to hear that 
^ there is such a card avail- 
J able celled the 1-Card. This 
is only half the story, as you 
have to find out what type of net- 
work the university uses so you 
can purchase the correct network 
and driver software. Unfortunately, 
the card is expensive at £249. If 
you give White Knight Technology 
a call on Q192Q 822321, I. am sure 
they can help. 

There is another option, but this 
Involves more work. You could gel 
hold of a PC PCMCIA ethernet card, 
which is much cheaper, but you 
then need the driver software and a 
copy of AmlTCP. The problem here 
is the driver software ter the card. 
Apparently, Erik Quae ken bush has 
written a driver, but 1 have been 
unable to get hold of him - HI keep 
you informed. 


you will be stretching 1Mb to the 
limit. You can normally fit extra mem- 
ory into the hard drive, but it is 
something worth checking before 
you buy one. 


Workbench blues 


rk I have an Amiga 500 and a ROM swiic- 
A J her fitted wiiti Kickstart 1,3 and 2,05. I 
' have Jusl increased my hard drive from 
40 lo 350Mb and have a Megachip 
installed. My problem is that on Ihe initial start 
up I am getting Ihe message 'pure bit nol seC, 
What is this pure bit and how do I set it? 

If I switch to 2.05 and boot my system, every- 
thing becomes very stow and jerky. I am told this 
>3 because it is still booling Workbench 1 .3, How 
can I get my system to detect which ROM i have 
selected, and automatically boot the correct 
Workbench? 

Finally, when using Pen Pal I find it very use- 
ful to use the CMD function to redirect the output 
to my hard drive, and then print later, This 
always worked Fine, but since changing the hard 
drive, every time I use it 3 gel a blank screen and 
a redirecting data message. When I then quit 
Pen Pal I am left with just Ihe blank screen and 
Workbench cannoi be found. 

M Dennett, Somerset 



Hlg^ar, and tMMtmr. Ev«ry of Wo/kbtfjieh 

3.1 fi an impfCMmenl over Iht now d&cr+pld f,3 


Normally, the pure bit error is as s od- 
T? ated with the pure protection bit of a 
-s' file not being seL A quick cure for 
this is to simply type from a shell, 'pro- 
tect Qr#? +p\ This will set all the pure bits of 
all the programs in the c: directory. However, 
running the 1.3 files under Kickstart 2,05 
should not make any difference to the speed 


of your computer. The error message you are 
getting, and the fact your computer is 
running slower^ Is indicative of a keyboard 
problem. 

It could be that when fitting the Megachlp 
you dislodged the keyboard connector. Does 
your caps lock light flash when you boot 
your computer? If it does then this definitely 
means you have a keyboard problem. All l 
can suggest is that you check the keyboard 
is correctly connected and make sure none 
of your keys are trapped by the computer 
casing. As tor your problem with CMD, are 
you running Pen Pal under 13 or 2 05, and 
which OS version of CMD are you running? 
Earlier versions of Pen Pal do not run under 
version 2, but it is possible to upgrade to 
either the last version of Pen Pal, or the 
much more recent Final Writer. 

I do wonder why you are still using 1.3, If 
Ft's just to run Pen Pal then you really should 
upgrade and dump all the 1,3 stuff on your 
hard drive. If you have to run 1.3 then there 
are e number of small CLI utilities that can 
detect which ROM you have running, and 
then execute the correct startup-sequence. 
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four hard-up host Qaue 
l usirh puts mare low-priced 
louelies under scrutm 


sving escaped some of the hottest summer 
weather in years by clearing off abroad for a 
fortnight of quality ctoudbathing, I was greeted 
on return by a PD pile of office-swamping propor- 
tions. Fortunately, although wading through all the disks 
was an extremely lengthy process, the high standard of 
most ensured ii wasn't too tedious an ordeal 
Better still, there were only ihree Lottery programs 
this month - and one of them wasn't even a predictor. 
Anyway, Public Sector has now received so many 
Lottery Predictors thal next issue a brief comparative 
round-up could be in order - and then I’ll hopefully be 
able to forget about them for a couple of months and 
concentrate on more imaginative offerings. 



Internet Utilities 

Programmed by: Various 

Available from; 17 Bit Software 
Disk No. 3724 f£1 plus 50p P&P) 

Unsurprisingly given Ihe title, five of ihe 
six programs on this disk will only be of 
interest to comms' buffs. AmiTALK, tor 
instance, is a Unix compatible talk pro- 
gram - which to two-thirds of the Amiga 
community will mean absolutely nothing 
but should prove useful tor the rest. 
There's also AmiTCP Helper, written by 
Amiga Computing's very own Ben VosL 
and Control Panel which offers a simple 
graphical- interface for AmiTCP functions. 

AmlWatch keeps track of when your 
friends or indeed enemies are togged 
on to the net. and when their name is 


Premier league 

Programmed by: David King 

Available lrom:Ft Licenceware 
Disk No. FI -092 (£3.99) 

This is a football game with a differ- 
ence; it's actually a card game. After 
you've selected a Premiership football 
team to guide through a 42-game sea- 
son, ifl cards are dealt out. You and 
the computer ihen take turns at select- 
ing cards which signify match events 
taking place; fouls, free kicks, penal- 
lies, substitutions and goals. One of 
the cards also brings the half to an 
end. 

What stops everything being totally 
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then you can see exactly what 
aach lelnptiona cj»M i* epitag yen 


listed, indicating they are on the net at 
that time, you can click a button to talk 
to them. Finally. GUIF is basically a 
graphical front-end to Ihe AmiTCP Finger 
command, 

However, while Comms r tans are the 
target of the sixth program too, its appeal 
is slightly broader. Onlina-o-meter tells 
you the cost of a phene call. IE can either 
be used by simply clicking on the call start 
and end buttons, or from comms software 
using AFtexx ft calculates the exact cost 
of each call taking into account factors 
such as differing charge zones, minimum 
charges and time and cost rounding, it is 
supplied with British charge details for ST, 
Mercury, and Nyne*, so getting the whole 
thing set up takes just a couple of min- 
utes, Since this is also a useful program 
for anybody who happens to have a tele- 
phone near their Amiga, I’d recommend 
getting hold of this disk even if you aren't 
an Internet addict. 
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dependent on luck is that prior to ear 
half, the player gets a chance to sn <zt 
a peek a I between one and six ol 


magic Assistant 


Programmed by: Various 

Available from; KEW=II Software 
Disk No. U 1142 


ITs all very well, this computerised desk 
top lark, but doesn't everyone occasions, 
fly miss things like notepads, addres 
books and so on? No! any more, becausf 
to the rescue in its very beat underpants 
outside-trousers superhero manner is thtf 
cotlectton of six assorted utilities. 

Let's start with the least impressive pno 
grams. TolleUhr is a resizable vecld 
clock, with the option to twiddle the rathe 
horrific default colours and suchlike 
Slightly more useful is MegaNote, a mu 
page notepad which would be a good 


Programmed by; David Worswick 
and Lee Martin 

Available from PD Libraries 


It's a while since there's been a go 
PD platformer but it was worth I ho wa 
Fans of tough arcade action will be 
home here with plenty of taxing level 1 
Duck has to toddle around ea- 
sereen zapping beasltos with his free: 
gun and then pushing ihern Into tar 
vats before they thaw: Much be- bilk 
bravery is In order because on son 
levels, new creatures are created e 
Iasi as you can trap the original one 
To top it all, each level has to be cor 
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cards. This memory lest aspect is what 
makes the game pretty enjoyable and 
addictive. Remembering where that 
Goal card was might be simple enough 
but once you've snatched the lead you 
flora'i want to forget where the Full 
Time card was located. 

And that, in a nutshell, is Premier 
League. The author was apparently 
inspired by a PD game called Premier 
P.cks which worked along the same 
liras - or rather, didn't work, having a 
tendency to crash on him with alarming 
regularity. Fortunately, tar from scoring 
such Lae Dixon-rype own goals. 
Premier League is a veritable Paul 
Irrce of a game - dependable, frequen- 
lly impressive and (much like Andrei 
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• Oodgem A mutti-levei pinUtotm 
■ i M g .im ra, or fonwIUmg 

-el ’.within a strict Time limit 
'he presentation is excellent 
jghout, the visuals are attractive, 
d the sound! isn't had either 
•isitmally, harsh collision detection 
da, the gamoplay is slick and 
j idicuve. 

Duck Dodgers is quite an achieve- 
nt, especially considering the tact 
! ifs programmer lives at one end ot 
country and Us graphic artist at the 
Although the two have apparently 
r met for over a year or so They 
> been sending one another stuff in 
post and the cm d result is this rather 
::iOle platformer Be warned, it's not 
•;jiy. However, for gamers after an 
• liable challenge. I'd heartily recom- 
nd D:.ck Dodgers 
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Kanchelskis, if you happen lo be 
reading, Fergie) quite hard to live 
without 



date in an Applcon. Very nice, but !'m not 
quite sure what the point is - I expect 
most people who regularly want to check 
the date already have a titlebar clock 
which displays H, Whan I ran it on the SO 
July I was Informed that this is the 
author's birthday - fascinating, but why? 
A calculator program which runs as a 
commodity, ACalc is perfectly usable if a 
little simple. 

Right, that's the moaning over, 
because the two remaining programs are 
actually pretty good. AddressBook 
impresses because of its general 
simplicity, and because it is British it talks 
about Postcodes and not Zipcodes. It can 
store names, addresses and telephone 
numbers, and it can search (or a record 
by name or address and then dial the 
appropriate phone number. 

Finally, the most impressive program 
on the disk is Assistant, a computerised 
diary with the added advantage of being 
able to provide daily, weekly or monthly 
pages. Again there are no fancy features, 
but the emphasis is on functionality and 
as a consequence, Assistant is very 
pleasant to use. Coupled with Address 
Book, it should render the conventional 
office rather redundant. 


Lottery Player 

Programmed by: Don Darden 

Available from: Darden Designs 
(£4 50 ) 

It appears that these days the world and 
his uncle have written Lottery prediction 
programs. Fortunately for my sanity's 
sake, Don Darden is keen to point out 
that this is not a predictor but a harmless 


Vqu are the 
euerqthing... 


I want to hear from you it you have any 
program, whatever its purpose, which 
you consider worthy of review. Whether 
it will be freely distributable public 
domain, shareware or I ice nee ware, If 
you feel ifs of sufficient quality to merit 
coverage then stick It in a jiffy bag or 
padded envelope and send it In with all 
haste, I promise I'll at least look at your 
work. 

Please clearly label the disk, and 
include a cover letter supplying a 
description of the disk contents, price 
and some basic instructions. The magic 
address is: 

Dave Cusick 
PD submissions 
Amiga Computing 
Media House 
AdUngion Park 
Macclesfield SKI 04NP 
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Lottery Player: it's cheaper 
then the rent thing.,. 
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u,snd rvu c mn tilt the edde In yvvr favour 

bil ol fun, being essentially two Lottery 
games in one package. 

The first game Is basically a straight 
copy of the National Lottery, Starting 
with anything up to El 00, each week 
you can choose numbers from as many 
cards as you like and see whether you 
win anything. The second game works in 
reverse, so alter you have selected 
seven numbers the computer will 
produce sets ot six balls and if your 
selected numbers match these, you win. 

The high score table can be saved to 
disk and if you aren't winning very often, 
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UTILITY 


of the month 


mtPLiit 

Programmed by: Alien Design 

Available from: Pixel Digital PD 
(El plus 50p PSP) 

Firsi there was MultiCX, the commodity that 
replaced your usual screen Wanker and workbench 
title bar clock while adding numerous features such 
as the floppy dnve dick stopper, the black work- 
bench border, a mouse accelerator, activation, of 
the front screen, and so on. Now from Alien Design 
comes Master Control Program, which hopefully 
will prove rather fess hostile to other programs than 
the MCP of Disney's Iron which presumably 
inspired the name. 

AH of MuftiCX’s mosl useful features are dupli- 
cated here., along with plenty of newies. These 
include AssignWedge which allows you to Assign 
or Mount whenever those ’Please insert ??? in any 
drive" type requesters appear; AppChange, which 



MCP ir easily configured from 
fra awn Prat crane ax program 

allows you lo change the workbench Apptcons 
that some programs cause to appear; and the 
option to change the workbench title bar message. 
Not all ihe features on offer are useful, and indeed 
I thought the animated Movewindow and 
Sizewindow were awful. But the beauty of pro- 
grams like MCP and MultiCX is that they can be 
configured to suit anybody's tastes. 

MCP also scores because ihe authors have 
selflessly made if Freeware rather than 
Shareware, meaning that once you’ve got it you 



MCP is brimming o\r+r w iffr eptfens 
- thro* xtzreanfuis of litem rri lac I 

don'i have to pay a bean. And sines it was actually I 
on Iasi month's Amiga Computing CgverDiskJB 
regular readers will already have MCP. 

It's not all roses though - it has to be said that ! 
MCP has caused a couple Of crashes during ihe I 
lame I've been using il, which is something MultiCX I 
Is not guilty of, But this is only version 1.04. and I 
stability is liable to improve in future releases. If the I 
authors at the same time implement some of lh& I 
features on the To Do list in (he ReadMe, MCP I 
could become the ultimate Workbench commodify. 


> 

you can increase? your chances by alter- 
ing the number of baits m each draw 
Leave things as they are, however and 
you've got a cost-free National Lottery 
simulator which, while perhaps nol 
matching the real thing lor excitement, 
will certainly be a lot kinder on the wall el 

Play this for half an hour, take a look at 
Ihe money spent and money won dis- 
plays, and you’ll realise If you haven't 
already, that Ihe Lottery is certainly not a 
good bet from a gambling point of view. A 
better alternative might bo to buy this and 
give a few quid a week lo charity. 

Alien Bash II 

Programmed by: Glen Gumming 
and Myles Jeffery 

Available from; Pixel Digital PD 

A shameless copy of Bitmap Bros 
classic The Chaos Engine, Alien 
Bash 11 is undoubtedly one of the 
host PD shooters 1 have over 
dapped eyes on. Although ibis is 
onfy a one-tevef demo of what will 
eventually be an eight-level epic, and features such as weapon 
upgrades and an equipment shop have not yel been Implemented, 
there is enough here to see that (his is an absolute corker. 

The gameptay is beautifully simple, consisting of wandering around 
the huge map slaughtering all manner of alien boaslies and rescuing 
their prisoners along the way. The wallndrawn graphics am very much 
in the style of those of The Chaos Engine, bul the tack of originality is, 
m this case, forgivable because the quality is so high. The frantic 
blasting action is accompanied by suitably meaty sound effects. 
These are to be further enhanced on AGA machines in ihe final 
version, but are nevertheless pretty impressive here and add 
considerably to the experience. 

At :his stage it doesn't look as if there will be a mulb-player option in 
ihe final version, which was, in the long term, a very appealing aspect 
of Ihe Bitmaps' hit. Still (hat's a small omission and there is plenty 
here to keep shool-’em-up fans occupied lor a tong time. 



It’s morse than that, 
he's dead Jim 

Trekkies and Trekkers the world over 
seem eager to surround themselves In 
anything and everything Star Trek rela- 
ted A selection of disks from On Line PD 
may therefore be ol interest if you have 
such an affliction. 

The Slar Trek Guide (Disks OL7A-F) 
is a six-disk extravaganza which requires 
a whopping 4.5Mb of hard-dri ve space 
but contains details in Amiga Guide for- 
mat of scores of episodes and all 
manner of related prattle. 

The Magic Trek Pack is a selection of 
Sfar Trek pictures intended for use as 
Workbench backdrops. The images 
show spacecraft designs and while they 
are hardly stunning, they beat a dull grey 
backdrop hands down. Finally, the 
Slarfleet Ships Library {Disks OL13A-C) 
is a three -disk guide to. arm. Start Is et 
ships. Or at least it would be. If I could 
gel it to work, properly. Anyway, fans of 
all things Trekful could do a lot worse 
than beaming these up. /7W 



The Star Trek Outer* I* baxicaHy hundreds o 1 
screenful* of f#ari, bul it'll enoltm 
*nrf TraJrkftf* everywhere 
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17 Bit Software 

1st Floor Offices, 2/B Market Street 
Wakefield. West Yorkshire WFl IPt 
Tel: 01924 366982 
Fax: 01924 200943 

Darden Designs 

Meadow Lane. Pilstone, 
Bucks LU7 9EAZ 
Tel: 01296 6661 B4 

FI Licence ware 

31 Wellington Road. Exeter, Devon 
EX29DU 

Tel: 01392 430002 

KEW=1I Software 

PG Box 672. South Croydon. Surrc- 
CR29YS 

Tel: 0101-657 1617 

Online PD 

1 The Cloisters. Halsall Lane, 
Formby. Liverpool L37 3PX 
Tel: 01704 034335 
BBS: 01704 034563 

Pixel Digital PD 

Stanley Dock Market, Regent Road 
Liverpool S4 
Tel: 0151-259 4017 
E-mail: Paul© Pixel.u-net.com 

Roberta Smith DTP 

190 Fslloden Way, Hampstead 
Garden Suburb. London NW11 6JE 
Tel: 0181-455 1626 
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We’re Backing Amiga! 

A miga 1 200, CD 32 and A40Q0 

will reappear shortly th.mks to Escom. Phone for 
latest news, prices and availability. 

We have available now memory expansions, 
accelerators, hard disks (SCSI and IDE.), floppy 
disk drives, mu It Ho cards, graphics cards, 
prinlersumpael, inkjet, laser), cables., adapters., 
printer and monitor sharer switches - just about 
anything Amiga Ml 
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Imagine a drive which is almns 
which takes disks similar In a il 



CD32 Expansion Modules 

\ , hi \ f emory , Fiapp v Drives , Hard Drives, i 
KeybiHird, Pnuitt ■ ■ turn your CDJ2 iwo a 
real Amiga m ith tin SX ■ if 

Great Value at £199.95 


Squirrel 

A 1 200 SCSI Controller. 
Now In Stock at only £69.95 


JAM 


3 2 Issues of Just 
Amiga Monthly 
from £15.00 Pay by 
credh/debit card. 
Phone for details! 

Call tor best 
pricing on 
Picasso ]] or the 
new 

CyberVision64 


Imagine filling this hard drive/ 
the cartridge and instantly having 
Megabytes of storage available .... 

i s fi^^o*** 

Imagine saving your work to eaftrid, omr 
read the data on any similarly equipped ’ 

\ ; 

Now you Ye thinking SyQUGSt „ 


Vlab YUV or 
VLAB Motion. 
Excellent value 
in real-time 
digitising 

Fusion Genlock 
with free 
SCALA500 
just £99.00 


SkaJjiMM 4 (Hl 12 ^V 5 



New!!! Panasonic PD New!i! 

Combined Quad CD-ROM Lind 650 MB 
Rewritable Optical Drive. 

Tli ifj new system from Panasonic is the first 
in (he world to combine a SCS12 CD-ROM : 
u ml Li SCS12 PCR drive in a single 5.25 
half hejL’ In uml 

For Amiga, PC and MAC 
Internal version only £589.95 

hMcmal VcrUuii Aim) A) ulluhk 

650 MB Rewritable media only £45.00 



F 1 ' je ... 

Contact us if you want an Em plant ora new niOList; t»r j 

WARP or the latest DTP software or a joypad Ibrymn 
CD32 or a PARNET cable or a CyberStorm or a CD ** 

^ > 


full of fonts or one full of clip art or CDFD 4 or the 
latest AMJNET CD or a CD32 keyboard adapter or a 


Hurd Drives 
Fujitsu 528MB IDE 
^'V 1 ” 3 Fujitsu 52 SMB SCSI 1/2 
^ Fast IBM 1000MB SCSS2 

Larger Onvo 


£ (9000 
£250.00 
£500.00 
It.'ALL 


SCSI controller or a VLAB digitiser or Flowcharting 
software or anything AMIGA!!! 


V 
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SCSI Control frrs 
Squirrel £69 95 DKB4091 £299.93 


SCSI C D DRJVFS 
Quad Sr-cetl SONY £229 95 
Nakamichi 7 CD Drive 049 95 
and lots Fots more . 

EalernoJ SCSI caw* wnli PSU iavail*bl« from £69.95 
SCSI Tnwcrt Irma I9V.95 
We ihick it»oil SCSI cablet. *nd can Tnaturii+ture 
vutlnm cable* in y<uu rpqu.immfnt’t litre in Devon 


Fas Modems cornpteu 
w il h software. Jam the 
Comini revolution! 
From £ I 89. 95 
iHT Approved) 
V34/VFC 28800bfhs 
faxmodems now 
available, £229.95 


PC Task 3. 10 
PC Emulator. Run 
Windows on your 
Amiga NOW! 
Only £79.95 


Can't see what you want? Just 
ring ( 013 92 ) 499 755 — we have 
lots more than we can show her 

| How To Order 


By Posi 

Send your Ch*quc/Po*t»l order ! 
to tile udtliesx above. Clearly 
stale your name, address, 
telephone number and the 
product (a) you require- Prices ! 
can chjinge m p\<n*c phone to i 
confirm pnee nnd availability [ 
Please allow seven wnrltini! 
days lor your cheque tt* clear ■ 


By Phone 

Far an even faster service 
idephtme our Miles but line 
and quule your credit nr dehn 
card number Friendly anil 
capcrl buying advice is 
available ai at) times 

(01392) 499 755 



Compare Our Prices f We don't 
charge extra for Credit Cards or 
Standard Delivery , 

What You See Is What You Pay ttt 

v - Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm 

01392 499 755 


Prtew Corral Al Tim* OT ScHnj To Pr a ia, hirim? 
E&QE Ple&ae Ption* Tc Confirm Lataal Prices 



All IVinTis Shown Im hide VVl' Standard Delivery Is Free, No Hidden Extras. 
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mlga owners are used to talk. In ati industry that seems to 
thrive on hoi air and unsubstantiated speculation, no-one 
knows better than the/ that certain promises should be 
taken with a pinch of salt. 

So when Manfred Schmitt stood up at the Frankfurt press i 
conference to announce the Amiga's new key role at the head! | 
ol his ever expanding multimedia empire, it r s not surprising if 
everyone's scepticism didn't evaporate overnight. 

£ scam's plan to build on the Amiga's lech nolog ica I superiority 
as a multimedia platform was obviously encouraging, but a number 
of questions remained After all, in the Amiga's absence ihe PC had 
been marketed so successfully It was. almost synonymous with the term 
multimedia, in the eyes of the general public. With even Escom them- 
selves pushing PC multimedia solutions, could the Amiga ever regain 
lost ground-? 

Fortunately the promises seemed infinitely more credible thanks to 
(he contribution ol two companies. Seal a .and Viscorp. Both could jus- 
lifiabty claim to have invaded their own brand of multimedia, and both 
learns have experience From long belore PC owners had even 
encountered the winning term. If any third parties were needed to 



kicks! art ihe new wave, they were the ones, But are tht 
really committed, or ts It just more talk ? 

To take Scala first, I heir decision last year to 
into PC development was so shocking to so 
Amigaphites il was seen as a death knell. The relief 
having the company that invented computer lelevi 
back at ihe helm of Escom's multimedia drive wi. 
understandably intense. 

As reported in our August Issue, the first good nem 
was the plan to bundle Sea la's MM 300 package with n« 
Al£G0$, The fact that the software won’t run on the ba 
machine, however, lelt some commentators puzzled- H Whai is » 
point,” some said, "ol giving away software that most new owtii 
can’t use?" 

Barry Thurston, MD of Scala UK. thinks differently: "On lj| 
face of it it's a strange package/ he conceded, “But it's fo 
the A12O0 Into the multimedia environment and almost tryi 
encourage the purchaser to get interested which is no 

thing/ 

Mo bad thing indeed:' since the At 200 certainly needs to 


I 
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J something Afferent than the similarly priced 
super consoles it will he up against this 
Christmas. But Thurston is aware that more will 
be espected from the Scala-Amiga Technologies 
collaboration if ihe Amiga is to become a really 
profitable multi media contender. 

Encouragingly,, despite their move into (he PC 
nark.ei. Seal a believe the Amiga can still lead the 
way 1 q a fijlgre of computer television. Thurston 
e* plains: In market areas like distributing inter- 
ir.ution onto TVs, which is what we're about, the 
Amiga will still be the best machine, ft's PAL com- 
patible as standard, plug and play like they say 
Windows 95 will be. and once Amiga 
Technologies start producing the machines I hey' 1 1 
si ill be the most cost-effective solution in the 
area." 

It would be fair to wonder, however, how much 
ihis commitment is backed up by new Amiga 




■e 


developments Irom Scala, which currently seam 
rather ihin on the ground. Thurston explains that 
Ihey've only really started pushing MM40Q follow- 
ing the buy-out. as they've been building EXs 
which expand on the current produces function- 
ality - most -recently they've created drivers for 
the PAR card and Sunrize Studio 16. 

The key to Scala's vision of the long-term 
future, however, is a multimedia standard that will 
thrive on all platforms, including the Amiga, Far 
ahead of the faddish approach lhal some PC 
developers have adopted, Scala have designed a 
state-of-the-art, object-oriented operating system 
called MMOS, 

"Object-oriented programming/' Thurston elab- 
orates, "basically means that each function in a 
program i$ a separate object wilh hooks which 
allow il to link with other objects within the pro- 
gram. So whereas before with a Scala product 


the uisian 


Ihe Amiga has been promised a new multimedia future bg the 
men at fsrum, but they can't deliuer the dream alone. Gareth 
lofthouse talked to the third parties that mill lead the mag 




Jcate i JjiftsCfrann <?i\ an dmig? mulljmifdlfl champion 


Tboy r»y (h* 
Amiga m its 
cunwil form 
if fpp iloBf, 
faul ualnf 
Shape Phiftor 
itewi run 
Mac's 
QuvcAfone 
faster than a 
LC III 
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Don't bGlieue the lujpe 


Everyone knows the Amiga was Ihe firstborn mul- 
fonedia machine If you were lo believe the hypo, 
however, it would seem that it has been loft far 
behind by ihe PC's dominant brand of multimedia. 

1 CD-ROM. 

Magazines have trumpeted PC interactive CD 
as if rt were the dawn of a new age, with writers 
making huge claims along the lines of CD redefin- 
ing the boundaries of entertainment. And if you 
diked the developers qI such software about the 
Kjluniga, The besl you could hope for was a 
patronising smile expressing sympathy 
Bui while the talk has definitely helped retailers 


push multimedia PCs Into the family home, the 
actual product is often disappointing. Anyone 
who’s seen ihe average (are will knew there's a lot 
of dichbd, bland material lurking behind arty 
interfaces. 

If this sounds like ihe bitter whine of someone 
who's missed the boat, then you might be Interes- 
ted to hear a few statistics. According to CTW. the 
computer trade weekly, 90 per cenl of the thou- 
sands of multimedia CDs that weni on sale in Ihe 
US Iasi year sold less lhan 100 copies, Now that 
speaks volumes. 

Even makers of acclaimed CD titles are finding 
it surprisingly difficult to survive, with Medio 
Multimedia, ihe makers of the almost benchmark 
CD called JFK Assassination, recently having to 
announce il was laying off 40 of its 75 employees. 


FEATURE 
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the main menu would be a whole series of things 
stuck together, now virtually every item is a sepa- 
rate object. It makes it a lot more flexible, pliable 
and easier to add to.' 

in lact, MM0S is so flexible it can, grow to meet 
new requirements with the minimum amount of 
difficulty. Thurston gives the example of a cus- 
tomer thal wishes to incorporate Scala into an 
editing suite; previously Scala would: have written 
an EX for it, but now the customer could be given 
a development pack to create one themseives- 

The good news is that though MMQS was 
developed for the PC, it adapts to the AmigaDOS 
envircnmenl much more readily. According to 
Thurston, tire developers one day decided to port 
it back to AmigaDOS and were amazed by how 
quickly they did it. “If we talk in terms of man 
years to get it onto PC. it took a day to put it back 



the future of rntwnctivt 
tm Airrfgd 

b*a*d - nr at toast it will 
faa If Den Gilbreath gota 
hie way 


E 


TJil* I* EO, a Viacorp 
u( (op currently 
doing well in triata Jn 
Amarinan homo#. 
QllbraMth believe* 
it# J/niga-twiod 
itieMMW will he 
oven better 


With so many of the CD companies being small 
start-up businesses, some commentators believe 
that many will be hard pushed to survive. 

Which all seems to suggest that a certain 
amouni of the CD multimedia is not really impress- 
ing Ihe public. Dressing encyclopaedias and cook- 
ery books up In hi-tech clothing does not neces- 
sarily make them into a new and exciting medium. 

It's clearly foolish and immature to be overly 
partisan on this issue.. The fact remains that many 
Amiga owners would jump at Ihe chance of getting 
products Uko Microsoft's Encana, and both hard- 
ware and software develops rs should be striving 
to match the PC's talents in this field. But it is 
equally important that we build on the Amiga's 
unique strengths, rather than lumping on a 
bandwagon heading tor fool's gold. 
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onto Amiga,'' Thurston explained. "Which 
says an awful lot for Amiga DOS as an 
operating system," 

"What that means lor us," ho contin- 
ued, "is that cross compatibility between 
scripts will be easier, and it's highly likely 
that our next generation of Amiga prod- 
ucts would be based around MMOS," 
Which, he went on to point out. wilt fit in 
very nicely with RISC Ami-gas that can 
emulate MS DOS. 

The question remains, however, of 
what will give the Amiga an edge ovor 
PCs already running the system, but 
Thurston Is confident. “It will be superior 
because it'll run AmigaDGS as well, and 
from that there will be a whole new 
range of products that are smoother 
faster and more fulfilling." 

It appears, then, that creative tools 
are still the key to Seal as vision. Now 
they're involved in the PC market, 
however, you’d think they might move 


Scala SUICB 5 S 
staries 

Scala's record of success has put 
the Amiga home computer at the 
heart of some of the world's biggest 
oorportions; 

Ford, Esso, Trust House Forte, SAS 
International Hotels and Co-op 
Supermarkets. 

in on the supposedly booming interactive 
CD scene as well, Thurston, 
however, is nonplussed by most PC 
CD-ROM. 

“Somebody hit upon the idea of slick- 
ing a CD-ROM drive In the PC and 
including a sound card, and; they said 
that was multimedia,'' he said. "Now, if 
ever there was a killer application that 
was it, because it's made an awful lot of 


companies an awful a mourn of money' j 

"But in iruth it isn't multimedia I 
continued. "It jusl means you've goi 
large storage device that you Cl 
relrieve information from and you a 
play sound files but - oh, by the way 
while you want to access inform atii | 
your sound is going to stop becau 
your PC can onty do one thing at a tin j 
I think the general public on the PC hi 
been cheated from true muUim-ed 
because of what various manufacture* 
have done." 

Thurslon does concede that the T 
has certain advantages, the main q 
being the quality of games Irom which,* 
his view, the PC owner gets their oil 
taste ot true multimedia But it's still rel| 
lively expensive. "The Amiga is still IT 
best machine affordable on the marks 
Thurston emphasised. "It's multimedl. 
for the masses, if you like, Hopetu t 
Amiga Technologies will be able 1 
maintain that." 


» 





tee! that with the Amiga we can rea; 
these target costs,’ 1 

In Europe, the concept of the set 1c 
box is largely unheard of, so what co.j 
purchasers of Viscorps model expert 
According to Gilbreath, the TV-bass 
technology will incorporate a voic 
phone, a fax, Internet access, plus an a 
in-one access point to a vanety of diffe 
ent network services with everything cm 
trolled using icon-based menus via yen 
remote control. 

Clicking on one icon will allow the us 
to jump into a multimedia, potential 
graphical, vivid world. Since it's Amig 
based. Gilbreath also forsees the posi 
bility of incorporating CD and authorisii 
synchronised CD-based games, 

Up to this point, however, the produ 
sounds like an extension on typical CO* 
puter-based product's technology. In fa 
the project is rather more radical the 
that, "We see a computer wold which 
well versed in interactivity," Gilbrea 


technology would cut down costs thanks to 
the way it used and encouraged writers to 
use memory economically. ‘What hap- 
pened was that a lot of the entertainment 
writers didn’t have the luxury of 1 6Mb main 
memory tike you got with a PC, ' he said. 
"In a way It forced them to write efficiently 
and if forced applications to be efficient." 

He continued. 'That helps us because 
memory is the highest component cost in 
any set top box. You look at some of the 
sat top offerings in this country: There 
Were requests for bids for machines to be 
made at a certain price, but people were 
coming up with units that needed a crazy 
amount of memory - ten times what the 
Amiga would need! Which, of course, just 
killed the whole thing." 

In general, it seems the whole issue of 
pnoe cou ld be the decisive factor -in terms 
of who wins the race to bring multimedia to 
the masses. Outside the set top box field, 
Apple Mac's Pippin is just another exam- 
ple of an impressive spec machine that's 
been indefinitely delayed because they 
can't deliver the goods at an affordable 
level for home use. 

The lesson is clear to Gilbreath. To be 
successful the initial cost is the key. We 





Bjhtv Thurston, UD of Seals UK, 
cufffaw* hi* vwiun fur (ft* future 


If Scala can take almost sole credit for 
inventing the multimedia software environ- 
ment on the Amiga, Don Gilbreath, has an 
equal claim on pushing the hardware in a 
similar direction Now Chief Executive of 
the American-based Viscorp, the inventor 
of the CDTV and CD32 is back with high 
hopes. 

Following a deal struck shortly before the 
Frankfurt press conference, it is Viscorp 
that stand to benefit first from Escom’s lib- 
eral approach to licensing by incorporating 
Amiga technology into a new set top box, 

Interactive TV in the US is at a far more 
advanced stage of development than in 
Europe. Like his numerous rivals, Gilbreath 
is hoping to bring video on demand, home 
shopping and interactive entertainment into 
the family living room ail under the control 
of a TV top unit. Unlike his competitors, 
however, he thinks he can do it at an 
affordable price - thanks to the Amiga, 

Gilbreath explained that using Amiga 
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lingering mith the engine 

jive though Viscorp and Scaia are about the Amiga's prospects, ihe mew machines 
ave some catching up to do wilh other platforms if they're going to have a chance of 
sting. Fortunately, it seems Amiga Technologies are well aware of this - hence !he 
commitment In 9 RISC-based Amiga. 

In the- nearer future. Barry Thurston agreed (hat bundling a CD dnve with Ihe Amiga 
was going 10 he important, and he added: "Hopefully il could spawn irue muttimedto 
products along the lines of Encarta. but obviously a lot more accessible and quicker." 
3u! though a CD-inclusive package was mooted at the conference, how long before it 
appear is another matter Ideally, Escom need to get it ready for Christmas, but by (he 
sound of things we could be waiting until Spring 1996. 

if Amiga users are going to get products like Encarta, however, a more fundamental 
change would have- to be made at the heart of the Amiga. PCs and Maes are able to 
show video footage running in a small window next 10 text and other graphics, whereas 
ihe Amiga would have to cut lo a different screen, 

The reason for this is that the other computers use chunky pixel graphics which make 
256 colour images move as fast as two colour images. By contrast, the Amiga uses 
bilptane graphics which become slower the more colours you use, 
tt's argued lhal the Akiko chip, which was incorporated into the CD32, was a way 
aiaind this problem, but since nobody has exploited Ihe technology, chat remains to be 
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explained “Then there's a whole cornmu- 
r iy of TV people who may not have a 
feffiputer. What we are driving towards is 
more TV centric hardware and software T 

Thus Viscorp - s previous set lop experi- 
ments typically had built-in. genlocks to 
make them very television friendly, And if 
you think TV centric software sounds tike 
RQ nwre than another empty buzz term, it's 
an eye-opener lo see what Viscorp have 
already achieved with a non-Amiga-baaed 
Cos named ED. 

MAXED-ROOM 

For example. ED already has an unusu- 
ally convenient on-screen TV entertain- 
ment guide It differs from a facility tike 
teletext because users will be able to 
select programmes lhat interest them, and 
automatically set the VCR up to record 
them at the same time. 

Then (here's the mailer of Viscorp's 
iesnse to NTN, a company bearing rights 
Ig a number of key sporting events. NTNI 
actually transmit live action lo ED and 
users are given the opportunity qf betting 
n a Whal happens next?' game. 

Ifs a way to get involved with the sport- 
tig even! you're watching, and over Ihe 


whole country you could be playing with 2Q- 
30,000 people," Gilbreath said. "We see 
that happening with a lot ol different TV 
shows." 

AH ol which sounds impressive, but one 
would expect that Ihe row Amiga -based set 
top box would be a long way off In develop- 
ment time. According lo Gilbreath, however, 
making The new product is the easy part 
"Electrically, the Amiga-based product 
exists but we've not deployed it yet, u he 
said. “Before we can do that jT$ about lining 
up a sufficient amount of roll out developers 
lo have titles ready. The product itsell is not 
a problem since it's based on a merging of 
our previous expenence," 

Gilbreath has seen radical technology 
Flop before, including his own CD-TV, so he 
realises having a good base product isn’t 
enough "This is a very expensive business 
lo be involved in," he explained. "M the bat- 
lie was j ust aboul technology this box would 
be a very strong winner But it comes down 
lo oonteni; if you bring out a new player you 
need enough supporting software on 
launch," 

If anything gives Ihe Amiga a fighting 
chance, it’s not the hardware bul the talenl 
lhat can exploit it lo the full - a fact stated 
by both Scaia and Viscorp. Barry Thurston 
called the Scaia programming learn heroes 
of Ihe Amiga world. Gilbreath is equally 
adamant lhat Amiga people are smartest in 
the set top field.. 

"There's a base of software writers that 
know AmigaDQS and know television and 
entertainment," he argues. "We know of 
other computer-based: companies doing 
similar stuff and television is not their nor- 
mal playback medium. We think our people 
are better equipped to do the job," 

A Jot oF promises have been made over 
the Iasi lew years, and tot of promises have 
been broken. With teams like Scaia and 
Viscorp leading the way, maybe this time 
things will be different, 
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Slowcoach myths 

If people moan about one area in 
which the Amiga has been super- 
seded by its rivals, it's processing 
Speed, New PCs and Macs are just 
so much faster, it won t be possible 
to do halt the things they're capable 
of until the RISC machines come 
through - or so they say. 

Of course speed is vary important, 
bull for multimedia (he Amiga is a lot 
more capable in this area (ban many 
realise. Interestingly enough, the 
Shapeshifter Mac emulator ran ani- 
mations and video faster on an 
Amiga 030 processor than on many 
of the Macs In our office. 

The fact that Escom have dropped 
the IDE-based A4000 desktop in 
favour of the SCSI equipped A400CT 
wilt also prove a big help. Barry 
Thurston points to faster transfer 
rates as being vital when planning 
for the playback of motion video. 
Add lo thal the fact that il allows the 
connection of better quality periph- 
erals. and more of them, and (his will 
give the Amiga access to some very 
powerfuF multimedia toots indeed. 
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II Is a shame, as I already said, that the cartridge system isn't a little more 
compatible. If it worked in the same way as standard MO drives there would at 
least be some cross- platform compatibility. As It is, the only drive you can 
read a PD cartridge In is Panasonic s own drive. It also has to be hoped that 
the PD drive is going to be more compatible in the future with hard drive con- 
trollers. Some of the SCSI controllers the PD drive does work with include the 
GVP hard card, HiSoll's Squirrel controller, the embedded SCSI controller in 
A3DQQs and thus Commodore s own A2091, and the new Data Flyer SCSI 
controller for the A 1200. 
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side of things, using AmiCDROM 
is extremely simple and you can 
set up (he PD drive as a CD-ROM 
unit with the same ease that you set up 
the cartridge side of things. 

How well does ihe drive perform? 
According 10 Syslnfo the cartridge runs 
along a? a nice steady meg s second, 
although copying files to and from the 
drive in DDpus puts the lie to those fig- 
ures. In a test I did copying roughly 1 OMbs 
worth of 24-bit pictures, it look six minutes 
and 40 seconds to write all IQMbs to the 
PD drive, and just one minute and 50 sec- 
onds to copy them from the PD drive back 
onto my hard drive (which, incidentally, is 
rated as giving me a liltle over three 
megabytes a second). 

This obviously means that in real world 
terms the drive only writes at about a meg 
every 40 seconds, not quite as fast as 
Syslnfo suggests. On ihe plus side it does 
mean lhat the drive reads at about a meg 
every eleven seconds - si ill not a great 
speed but at least better than its write 
speed. I should poinl out, though, lhat the 
speed lor reads and writes does vary quit© 
a lot and is not always as slow as the fig- 
ures I have printed. The CD-ROM's speed 
is a lot more predictable. Seeing that the 
drive is supposed to be a quad -speed 




/m 


drive, you'd expect to get around the] 
600k a second mark. And, no surpris- 
es here, that's exactly what you do gel I 
In conclusion, I would have to say that] 
wouldn't use the Panasonic PD drive as 
an everyday replacement for a hard drive] 
but if you are going to use it for archivi 
or as a final step before mastering a 
then Ihis unit provides significant value V 
money. For users oul there that haven 
yel bought a CD-ROM drive, it is pertia 
worth wailing for a bit and saving up t! 
extra cash to gel your hands on an addi- 
tional 664Mb of hard drive space at t 
same time. As each additional 664 Mb 
tridge only costs fifty quid it remains prol 
ably the cheapest way of beefing up your 
Amiga al the lowesl possible cost 


The bottom tine 

Product: Panasonic PD drive 
Price: £569,95 
Supplier: HiQ Ltd 
Tat: 0181-909 2092 


las© of use 9 

implementation ft 

Value for money ft 

Overall 9 


svsnm essemihis 

RED = Essential BLACK =. Recommended 


SCSI controller 
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t the start of this year, Panasonic 
announced a new dual-function 
quad-speed CD-ROM drive. So 
what? Well, it was a quad-speed CD-ROM 
drive and - this ts where it gets good - a 
650Mb magneto optical drive all in the 
same box, but for not thai much more than 
a standard quad-speed drive. The adverts 
started appearing and eventually we got 
one to look at for ourselves. So is it any 
good? 

Let's start with ihe way it is built. The 
drive tooks tike any standard CD-ROM 
drive from the outside with the exception of 
the PD logo on the front panel When you 
Open that panel you wifi notice another dif- 
ference. It has a I ray wrthin a tray kind of 
affair, one for ihe PD cartridge and one for 
a normal CD. Because of fhe height differ- 
ence between a standard CD and one of 
ihe$o cartridges, this tray within a iray 
fhingy becomes necessary - the interior 
Iray moving upwards when it retracts if 
there ts a normal CD in it. 

The PD cartridge itsell actually shares 
many of the same dimensions as a CD- 
ROM caddy - which you should have 
some familiarity with if you own an older 
CD-ROM drive. However, the PD cartridge 
will not work in caddy-based CD-ROM dri- 
ves which is a great shame as it would 
certainly pul this drive into my all-time lop 
ten list of products. 

SITTING PRETTY 

The drive is nice and easy to install with 
jumper-based termination (rather than 
resistor packs which can be awkward to 
remove and replace) and sits guile happily 
in ihe top bay pi my machine. Software 
installation is certainly a lot less complicat- 
ed than the many disks of installation soft- 
ware lor the PC and Mac included in the 
box would Suggest, 

If you are using an Amiga wilh a SCSI 
interface built-in like an A3QG0 r nothing 
needs changing. However, the drive isn't 
particularly happy with all controllers - it 
does work on a GVP controller and also 
on our A2691, bul it didn't like the A4(jgi 
SCSI II controller we use in our A40OO at 
work. It you do gel it working then all you 
need do is load up HDToolbox, or its 
equivalent on your machine, and partition 
the cartridge the same way you would with 
any new hard drive. As for the CD-ROM 
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LOWEST PRICES 


DG§ Iff® 



BEST SERVICE 


RAPID DELIVERY 


SALES FREE CALL 0500 737 800 


DISKS DISKS DISKS 

1 00% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE BOXES 

DS/QD Grade A* D&M> 

SO 3.5' Disks,,.., .XI 5.99 ....El 8.99 + 100 cop lockable box... Add £4.00 

100 3.5' Disks £27 91 ,..,£28.99 t 100 cap lockable box ...Add £4.00 

,..,£41.99 + 2x 100 lockable box... Add £8,00 
,,.,£51.99 + 2 x 1 00 lockable box ....Add £8.00 
,..,£78.99 + 3 x 100 lockahle box .. .Add £12.00 
,,.,£10! .99 + 4 x 1 00 lockable box , .Add £1 4.00 

500 3.5" Disks £104.99 ,.£124.99 + 5x 100 takoblebox... Add£!7.50 

1000 3.5’ Disks £189.99 ,.£234.99+ 10 x 100 lockable box . Add £30, 00 

FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE 


£ 1 94.99 


150 3.5” Disks £38.99 

200 3.5" Disks £48.99 

300 3,5” Disks £73 99 

400 3.5" Disks .......£98.99 



Cal! for 

Accessories 


rrm 



A1 200 PACKS 


CALL NOW!! 

OH FREE PHONE OSDO 737 BOO 

TO BOOK TOUR PACK 


FUSION VIDEO GENLOCK 


jtrfock hal is deal for bc+'i Ife foil rims 
£ s(Wh la home mw») md Itie semi prr> I 

cornarata prEsenblioris. FftEE Scale I 

speed erfocfi and c™day Hu<i er to yovt 

£98 


AMIGA 1 200 CD ROM DRIVE 


Overdrive Double Speed CD..„..., T „„„, r £l 74,99 

Overdrive Quad Speed CD.. „.... £234,99 

Overdrive Double Speed CD....... .£194,99 

■nrlvdinn space in irr,<nP a hand drive 

Squirrel SCSI-2 InteHbce 

HftHH+flVWClWCH 1 ... P .„£69,99 
Rugs .into ywjr PCMCIA & gllawi yp U to cnnnrsd 7 SCSI rWirti 

AMITEK HAWK RAM BOARD FOR A 1 200 

I 2Mb Ram... El 27 Alternative ... .,,£150 

1 4Mb Ram , £167 Alternative £180 

TUI PfUVfIT 


INKJET CARTRIDGES & REFILLS 


HP DeilijEf Black Dual Capacity Cdrtl'idgt..E2(J,W 
HP Do*k et Black Pool Capacity RoFilt Cl 
HP DesL r.1 SOOC/5AOC Colour Cartridges E23.W 

HP Peikief 5000/560C Colour Refill ... C I 6 99 

Canon BJ 10/20Q Black ink Cerlridoes 6.99 

Canon BJ 10/200 Block ink Refill,..?. £9,99 

Epoan Sly i lts Colour £35,?9 


TOP QUALITY RIBBONS 


foncscr+c TtiP I 1 2d 1 1 13.- 1 1 60 I CSS 4.30 3%) 

2lW2lBOi^l35 8,15 


TZ3/2lBftfL— 

tHun 1 2fip/Sw*i 0/M Wr W/M0 N/A 

SwKIWM 


5toLC2 
Stor It 2410/24200 


N/A 
N/A 

m 

AOQ r; rpi mmn 


4.00 

m 

2.95 

1M 

3J8 


Cdbv 

H/A 

li 45 

1140 

10.99 

11.30 

1150 


EXTERNAL OVERDRIVE HARD DISK 

hatedfe* oames, nnd da 1 : acrfab Tf to A6L0/A 1 200. 

260Mb C204 ,99 560Mb £234-99 

INTERNAL 2.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE 

80Mb 2,5" £89+99 250Mb £199.99 

1 70Mb 2. 5* . „ £ 1 39.99 340Mb £209.99 

210Mb 2 .5" £174.99 520Mb £284.99 

INTERNAL 3.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE 

420Mb 3.5 r ,..£159.99 840Mb £239.99 

540Mb 3.5" £174.99 lOGQMb £284.99 


AMIGA 


Amiga In TV 

Amiga to Sony !Vr.. n ,„,„,„ T ,.„£10.99 

Amiga He Amiga.,....,......,. ...,,£10,99 

Modulator overhang lead 23M/23F...,, £1 1.99 

Juyitkk SplittvT £5.99 

Automatic Mouse/ Jayilick cable £ 1 3,99 

Jay slick Extension lead 1 Oft..,, ,......,£5.99 

Printer Lead...,..,,—, f ., u ..,.,., u .„l..„.„l,„l,.£4,00 


DUST COVERS 


Amiga 1 2OO/5OO/5OOP/6O0 £4.00 

Commodore/ Phi lips monitors £4 .00 

Slar/Citizen /Porto sonic Printers £4,00 


ACCESSORIES 


Amiga Disk Drives fAinilek, Sony) ..,,..,,.....£49.99 

Amiga Mijum [top gualrty] ....... 1.50 

Pnlernal Drives AS0C/AS0O+/ ..£34/' 

TV Modulator |2yrs warranty) .,£34 

bolimw Mouse £1 .99 

IOOO Ubels. ........ .£0.99 

3.5" Disk head Cleaner ,99 

Pythian TM Joyslkk ... ............... ,£G,75 

Maverick 1M Joystick . 1 0.99 
uvnroi Ptwctr 


AMIGA CDS 2 

7 Games foci: * Pro* delivery 

SXl ttoduhr Expansion... £191.99 

Keyboard for CD32.... .....£36.99 

Dii Drive for CD32 £48.99 

CD32 lo Amiga 12M it sekn. £29.99 

CM2 to Scarf _.£11.99 

CompetiitiMv Pro Pad..,„.,... u ...£ 15,99 

Commodore Originsl Pad... .£8.99 

C032HFiLwd... £11,99 

Md £3 (Ac for hbcbhmi 



9 PIN 

£114.99 

..£124.99 

24 PIN 


PANASONIC 1135 

24 ?1N COLOUR 

£159.99 

All (tfinltfi fn* Iw4 i WWy 
DOTMATRIX 

Panasonic 1 1 50 9 pin mono 

Mar LO 00 9 pin colour 

DOT MATRIX 

PA MASONIC 2 13 S 24 pin CoW inc, sheet Wrier £ 1 5 9.99 
Ciiiien ABC 24 pin 46.99 

Ciiiien Swift 2W 24 pinwbur — ..... 179.99 

Star LC 24 pin coW inc. sheei fwd 149.99 

NEC P2G24pin mono £134.99 

INKJET - DESKTOP & PORTABlf 

Citrien Profer ItC colour inkjet „ „...£J49.99' 

Hewiefl Packard 320 tolour inkjet £249.99 

Hbwiefl Packard 320 «tono + sheei feed £245.99 

HtewIcN Packard 540 ntoftO inkjet, ,.£244,99 

Hewlett Packard 540 colour inkjet ,..£209.99 

Hewlett Packard 560 colour inkiel £399.99 

Hewlett Packard 660 colour inkjet £429.99 

Canon U3G mana inc. sheet feed .£214,99 

Canon B J200 mono ink et,„. £229.99 

Canon BJ4000 cobyr ii4cjBT.., m „..^,..., H ,.... u „..£304,99 
Add £1 2 JO tor i> i •- -on, Dot Manx ordyf Jin) caver, porto 
s tan d, 50C A4 paper when purchased wdh printer 


iH U'Jifc 


O 


Amitok Monitor 10845 

£189.99 

WITH Till AND SWVN STAND 

Micnovitec 1438 
(Free speakersl ......E279.99 

Philips 8833/U. £215.00 

Sharp TV/ Monitor r .£ 164^99 


IHOWTO FIND US 


f*- >*l 


:.i>T 


Mj-1 


*30“ 


AIL PROS t-JOUDE VAT A DtLMSY (wilmi oWrw.sc iwmd) bnliwry write 3 rfays |UK MAINLAND Ot W Y| 
ADD £B.OO FOR NEK r OAT Ml WtRT CALL CXi :.+Et 4> CHEQUE 5/ POSTAL ORDERS TO 

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE, 
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1 UU 

SALES HELPLINE; OI8I-686 9973 Mail order prices only PAX: 0181-686 9974 « 

AM afkirs 'shI^kI Vj nvuilnbihly EfiOE Pnti /Pack Jetaili riiny chtfcrgt wilhjcif 
)"k*ric«j rjlow r, wrirlu.iij day. For rlsequci lu . Ih^j. 


U.K. & INTERNATIONAL DELIVERY SERVICES - {BFPO ORDERS WELCOME + SURCHARGE) 


LAND 


~ij%r 















27 Watnall Road, Hucknall 
Nottingham NG1S 7LD. 

Tel: (0115) 964-2828 
FAX: (0115) 964-2898 


HARD DR WES 


WESTERN DIGITAL 


3.5" IDE 


540MB 12mS-.E14d.99 

630MB 10ms. .,,£189. 99 

B50MB 10ms,... £10 9. 99 

1 2 GIG. ,,, -10ms. . £239.99 
1.6 GIG 10ms,.,. £479. 99 


AMIGA HARDWARE 


external hard drives! accessories 


A 1 200 OVERDRIVES I 2*0 C A F ACITY DISK B OX 


The Logic3 stackable storage 
box holds up to 240 dii&ka. Easy 
to assemble includes metal lock 
and keys 

Only ..£12.99 

ASK FOR QUANTITY PRICES 


270MB ,.,...,.£199.99 

420MB £229.99 

540MB £249.99 

950MB E2B9.99 

1.2 GIG £389.99 


QUANTUM 


PRINTERS 

1 ALFA DATA PRODUCTS 

[EPSON 

foleg&rni0U£fl-4QQdpi Et2.99 


170MB 
270MB . 
420MB. 
540MB 
1 GIG . 


1 2ms . 
.12ms. 
12ms. 
, 1 2ms ■ 
,10ms 


,,£89.99 

...£99,99 

.£129,99 

.£149.99 

£259.99 


oilers photographic like quality Auto J^Mouse switcher.. .£12, 99 
when used with optional AT-BuS 2006/IDE ,,,£79.99 

7200PI pnnter drive (ceased AT-Bua 2006/SCSl £109.99 

paper required). Bum in auto AllaPowerVA50O,*IDE £89 99 

shoetteeder, 

Only ,,,.£429.99 


Coated 72QDFI paper 


CDROM DRIVES 


POWER CDROM 


270MB 12 ms. ...£169.99 

540MB,, ...,12ms £199 ,99 

730MB 10ms... .£249,99 

1 GIG 12ms.... £449. 99 

420MB 12 ms,... £129.99 

540MB 12 ms >•„. £149.99 

850MB 10ms ...£179,90 

1 .2 GIG 10ms.... £259, 99 


STUDIO 2 ■ PRINTER S/W 


External SCSI CDROM for the 
A1200. Plugs into We PCMCIA 
Professional print stud ' a for the ^ Fagt jQOKb.'Sec transfer 
Amiga. Enhance the outpul or ra ^ ei Connect up to six other 
your printer inc 72DDPI on SCS! peripherals, 

Epson Stylus Colour. Dua | Spe€d £i 99, gg 

Only,,, £4g,g^ Qu & d Spwd (600Kb),,, £299-99 



SEKOISHA SL-96 


High quality 24 pin colour 
printer. Scale We fonts , uactor 
teed Rated &&% CU AMIGA. 
Only .£149.99 


SEKOISHA SP-1900+ 


9 pin dot malrbc primer. Single 
| sheet 0* Traclodeed 
Only £114.99 


420MB 12ms .... £129.99 

540MB. . . 12ms.. ..£149.99 
850MB. 10ma.... £199. 99 

prices 


modems 


14.400 EXTERNAL 


BAST approved FAX, ’’Modem 
Complete with alt leads PSU 
and Comms software. 

Low Price £114,99 


A400 version, as above but 
withoul PCMCIA interlace (Dual 
Speed) £169.99 


MITSUMI FX4Q0 


Internal IDE CDROM unil for 
the A4GD (requires tandem 
CDROM controller 1 . Super-Iasi 
600Kb/5ec transfer rale. 

FX4Q0 CDROM £149,99 

FX4O0 Plus Tandem CDROM 
controller card .,£ 1 99-99 


340MB 12ms £169.99 

510MB 12ms -.-.£229.99 

850MB, 12ms ,,..£399,99 

1,2 GIG 12ms, .,,£649.99 


28, a DO EXTERNAL V34 


Super-fast BABT approved 
FAX.'ModorTV Complete with all 
loads. PSU and Comms 
software. 

An unbeatable £1 74 99 


EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES 


A50G ALFA POWER ■ GOLIATH 200WATT PSU 


170MB. £179.99 g 0 | ve a |i y Dur problems 

270MB —,£1 &9. 39 wiith the Goliath. Three times 

420MB £229,99 more powerful than a standard 

540MB £249.99 PSU £44 99 

All 3.5" IDE drives require a 2.5“ - 3,5" cable only £16.00 
wtien fitted into a A60WA1200 Drives come prepped, 
formatted and installed wilh 100MB of FREE Public 
Domain software. All carry a 2, 3 or 5 year warranty., 


NEC 512 X6 


Internal SCSI CDROM DRIVE 
Incredible gooKb/Sec transfer 
rate 

Only £349.99 


VISAGE ATAPI CDROM 


Please request your free news 
sheel regarding this amazing 
new product External Ouad- 
soeod CDROM unit that plugs 
directly onio your internal IDE 
port (requires no additional 
interfacing). 

Only ECALL 

If you have found a 
cheaper price 
elsewhere in the 
magazine, call us and 
we will do our be$t 10 
beat it. 


APOLLO ACCELERATORS 


APOLLO 124W33/SCS12 


cart F ^ r 


The worlds fastest 
1200 is on this page... 

Superfast 68040 running at 33MHz, Built 
in 6808 2, MMU & SCSI2 controller 
(3,5MB SEC). One 72 pin simm socket 
Estimated speed (30+ mips). 

Available September for only £499.99 


APOLLO 1230/5O/SCSI2 


The fastest 030 card available for the 
A1200 uses a 68030RC50 running at 
SOMhz. Built in MMU & SCSI2 controller 
(3.5MB SEC^Two 72 pin SIMM sockets. 
Price £279.99 


APOLLO TURBO 1220 


Awarded a 90% CU AMIGA SUPERSTAR 
the 1220 combines the best 
Price/Performance ratio for any Amiga 
accelerator, 68020 running at 28Mhz, 
integrated 68882 FPU, one 72pm SIMM 
socket (1 -4MB) Realtime clock. 

Price *,.*.*£99. 99 


APOLLO A4000/040/28«3rt0 


A 


NEW i- 




The new APOLLO A4000 
acceilerator cards fit into the CPU 
slot of your A4000 (A3000T). Comes in 28, 
33 and 4QMhz versions, 4 x 72 pin SIMM 
sockets, SCSI-2 controller. 

Price. ...*..£CALL 


Please call for your free information 
pack for the Apolto range of products. 


32BIT MEMORY SIMMS 


4MB El 29.99 16MB £399,99 

8MB £269.99 32MB ,,£799.99 

The above SIMMs are 72pln Industry standard PS2 70ns. 


AMIGA TECHNOLOGIES 

PLEASE CALL FOR THE 
LATEST NEWS AND PRICES 
ON THE NEW A4000T/040/06 

VISAGE COMPUTERS 

WE'RE BACKING THE AMIGA!!! 


HOWTO^ 

ORDER 

BY POST - Please make cheques 
and postal orders payable to 
| “Visage Computers”. Please allow 
1 5 working days tor cheques to clear. 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS INCLUDING SWITCH & 
VISA DELTA 

BY PHONE - Credit/Debit 
card orders taken from 9.30am 
- 5.30pm Monday to Saturday, 

CALL (0115) 964-2828 OR (0115) 964-2898 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER 



































omputer 2D animation has been 
•J ™ having a rough lime of ii over the 
last few years. After the eye 
candy niceties of Lightwave. Wavefront 
arvd 3D Studio and it$ professional users. 
2C is seen as something from the past 
that should remain there indefinitely 
unless produced by Disney. There's no 
lens flare, no 2.400 lights illuminating the 
undercarriage of a space freight and no 
3D chases through 24-bit deep space. 

indeed, computer animation i$ inhere n- 
By seen as a 3D formal of polygons, 
Strapped textures and spinning because 
the medium lends itself so well to the 
genre and far the last lew years has been 
eeeti as the best option for achieving the 
imjxssible. The likes of Jurassic Park and 
Lawnmower Man to Babylon 5 and 
SyQuest DSV have created a myopic 
vir.v of computer's potential throughout all 
mas of silicon art. 

After this initial flux of enthusiasm In 
ooepaa, it's now becoming more appar- 
erfl hat artists and animators from all 
walks pi life era finding ways of fuming the 
3D legacy fnto something else far, far 
removed 

Amiga Computing thought ii was lime to 
turn Ihe spotlight on the unsung heroines 
in: heroes who are making real waves in 
he intonation scene to ask them whai 
makes their Amiga such a vital compo- 
nenl n the production process, and what 
techniques they use to turn the ordinary 
rfe the extraordinary. 


Hn anim for all 
seasons 


O rtists have an image problem. 

Judging from the media, it 
apaears that there are two distinctive 
Kpfi& The commercial artist who's in it 
fust for the money {to eat. clothe, live 
ard so on) and Ihe individual artist 
ihose work apparently shouldn't be 
Imd ed because it only appeals to a 
mhorily. While there are extreme cases 
j stereotype in both areas that inflame 
public contempt and do more damage 
ran good to the arts scene as a whole 
(titans Came lot's award of £55 million 
totae Royal Opera House and the sub- 
sequent backlash that has people mul- 
fcnrgthat money should be given solely 
rj charities, never mind the Arls 
Council), many artists are genuinely try- 
fng ihotr best to bring something fresh, 
tfginal and individualistic to ihe small 
WES tug screens, 

Despite the supposed biack-and- 
wftile nature to ihe arts, the majority of 
people operating in the grey areas in 
between are working in both arenas and 
creating original and exciting work 
iltaneously. 

Take Jonathan Hodgson. He's been 
ting for the past 15 years using a 
ninety of media. His commercials 
ndude SAAB. Kilmeaden Cheddar and 



Four animators 


and an 


program ini ros for 
White Heal (BBC1), 

Kersplat (Channel 
4), Nelson Mandela 
(Channel! 4) and 
Classic Trucks 
(Channel 4). 

Onginatly an Nlusira 
lor, Hodgson came 
across animation 
while studying 
al Liverpool arts 
school and decided that the 
moving image was lar more interesting. 
As with many art schools, the slant was 
very much on the experimental - a tradi- 
tion that Hodgson still swears, by today, 

He had his first introduction to comput- 
ers, specifically the Amiga, only a year 
ago when he applied to the arts council 
for funding for a short experimental ani- 
mation thai'll be screened as part of the 
FourMations series on its completion. 
Since that time, the computer has 
become a vital part of his animation 
process. He has since produced an intro 
animation for Channel Four's Classic 
Trucks series (detailed below). 

MENTAL GRAFFITI 

Meanwhile, Hodgson continues to 
work on his animation. Described as 
'mental graffiti', using a variety of differ- 
ent me dies from charcoal to video, the 
basic theme behind the film is what goes 
on inside someone’s head while doing 
something as mundane as walking to 
work. The Amiga is boing used as a vital 
part of the production with the now 
famous PA Heard taking centre stage for 


fitter looking at 30 animation in oast 
issues, fhfam Phillips talks to four 30 
artists u/ho are making Omiga animated art 

the management and playback of all 
images (detailed below). 

So impressed is Hodgson with the 
Amiga that he's planning to produce 
another film created solely on the 
machine. The appeal of using the Amiga 
is the speed of adding a variety of 
effects: "You can turn a photographic 
image into an outline image within sec- 
onds. Also, the potential for the likes of 
morphing is very exciting" commented 
Hodgson, 

"While uses so far have been very 
obvious, there's lots of stuff yet to be 
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feature 


done. Take typography - a hundred new 
typefaces can be created by morphing a 
single typeface and creating subtle dit- 
ferences and changes, The same could 
be done by morphing two pictures 
together. There’s an endless resource 
that's just wailing 10 be fully exploited." 

Furthermore, the price of the equip- 
ment compared to the likes of a Quaniel 
paintbox plus the hire charge of an oper- 
ator has proved a strong selling poinl to 
many animators including Hodgson: "It’s 
amazing that you can do so much on a 
syslem now. It costs a fraction of the 
high-end systems - it's a crude Harry 
(Quantel)." 

There is a downside to ail this enthu- 
siasm though - at present, he sees the 
use ol computer graphics as a little limi- 
ted: “There seems to be too much 
emphasis on slyle and techniques and 
how realistic you can make something. 
A lol of 3D stuff bores me - there’s a 
real lack of content usually and the con- 
cepts behind the images are generally 
science fiction -based." 

Like any tool as well, he knows it 
takes time to gel used to the computer: 
"There are so many options available 
that you can frequent ly find yourself dis- 
appearing up a blind alley and wasting 
time. The good side to [his. though, is 
the potential for discovery as well." 

Despite his own success using Ihe 
Amiga, Hodgson can never see himself 
moving solely onto a computer platform. 
“Personally, Ihe future of computer 
graphics is how they fit in with other 
techniques - thal’s when things are 
going to start getting really mle resting," 

Sounds like a recipe for multimedia to 
mo. 


What 5he aluw 
wanted 


© hannel 4’s FourMations series 
has shown some of the leading 
work produced m Ihe held of animation 
and r last month, featured a program 
dedicated to the computer animators. 
One artisl showcased was Ruth 
Lingford, a one-time occupational thera- 
pist turned professional animator, For 
those who saw her short animation enti- 
tled "Whal She Warns" they can hardly 
have failed to notice the sometimes 
shocking and sexually-oriented content. 

Lingford'S uncompromising style has 
won her acclaim and work on an 
increasingly large scale. Her love for 
animation didn’t blossom during her 
teen years though - while she studied 
on an art foundation course after leaving 
school, her career before animation was 
dealing with mentally ill old people as an 
occupational therapist. One day, she 
realised she was simply running out of 
care - with a husband and two children 
to look out for In the evening on top of 
the already stressful day job, lingford 


[lassie Truths 

For anyone who saw the Classic 
Trucks series on Channel 4, 
Hodgson designed the vivid intro 
sequence. He was helped by Dan 
Arnali who works lor Marjul 
Rimmenen, also interviewed 
here. What follows is a break- 
down of the intro and how ihe 
various eftects were achieved 



AU the images here have been lalrfir 
l ram different sourcm. The f fyOVPtt 

cfourfs, end frock* were taken from 
Vrir feus bsolsr. The nran walk mg 
across thd frame u * Mend of 

Hodgson fjrvri as his feet step into the 
p-PS t -production-added puddles, 
aplashes are termed. These were 
created in Brilliance and the whole 
scene was composited together using 
the package. 



Hodgson took the shape of Ml render 
and mapped en the reflection of the 
man as he appears to walk past the 
truck. The lelujl frock image was 
Inn! slightly to give the illusion ef 
perspective. The bright palette 
was painted afterwards. JtJi fit* 
work was dan# with 
Brilliance. 



Big Ct/ at the wheel was taken from 
a photograph, After putting the page 
on the comp Lifer, the live action of a 
man climbing into a truck was 
mapped an to the huh cap and wheel 
nuts, 4it the shuts used in the Jnfru 
were converted inf# a le-eoluor 
greyscale instead of 2S6 which 
slewed down the hard drive and traed 
too much space. 



Thd blue in the top right-hand comer 
was added frame by frame using 
Brilliance's filled shape option to 
create the pulsating pafelle. That 
whole section was masked off to 
aohimve the effect. 



The various areas of different 
colour* Were traced pff separately 
and tilted. Brilliance was used to add 
more contour and shape to the 
•plash, F)ni% hard edges brought 
about by importing images were 
removed the using smear and 
smooth option*. 



- 


Two shots were taken here - one 
of daevs on the window and the other] 
In-tecua. A Her the frame ot the win- 
dow had boon stencilled out, a v.irjit 
of transparency layers were added 
using Brilliance - a man ordering 
inside the cate, a huiJdrrtg, a truck 
passing and in (he section which 
become s the Classic Trunks logo, a 
video of a ferry approaching the 
DitHiri, its fights painted in and its 
number pta ta rente ved. 

Hodgson morphed using Morph Hu 
to the In-tocua shot because he fett 


(hat simply mixing would have 
seemed highly unrealistic as a focus 
pull. A s we puli focus. Ihe Classic 
Frocks logo comes into view. The ski 
took a week and a halt to complete- 

(here ere seven different layers in all 


Feeling dig IDaq 

The film that Hodgson Is wo-rk 
Ing on currently, ‘Feeling M. 
Way'. I!- an experimental pine 
shot on Mi ll and will Iasi jbeui 
seven minutes. Charting th 
mental outpourings and proces 
of a worker on his way to th 
office, the whole thing is shoi 
from his PQV. Hodgson know 
that the basic promise Is hardly 
gripping, but from whal I've *®er 
of his animation additions th 
piece looks excellent, The 
process firstly involves shooting 
th* Hi-8 material and Iher 
adding ihe effects on afterwards 
What follows is a breakdown o' 
that process, 


decided that an alternative and perma 
nent career move was needed. 

With the financial support of her 
husband, she undertook a , 

Fine Art degree course at 
Middlesex Polytechnic in 
the mid-’80s and came 
across animation 
quite by accident In 
the course syllabus. 

"It was one of those 
life experiences - I 
knew whal I wanted 
to do when I grew 
up. Wilh animation, 
you can make things 
do whatever you want. 

There are no restrictions" 
enthuses Lingford. 

Because of her animation work, she 
was accepted into the prestigious Royal 
College of Alt to do an MA in animation 
and in 1992, graduated, While there, 



she had spenl some of her time usirvg 
Ihe high-end Macs and soflware io cre- 
ate work and experiment, The first 
. . _ immediate problem on leaving 
was where lo find a com- 
puter that could replace 
the more costly metfr 


4 Ods of traditional 
animation. 

^ In 1 900 . an Amiga! 

500 was t>ou @ hi icir i 

JM the children to do a| 
spot of word pro' 
l^g/rY cessing. At Ihe lime, 
IgpuriF Lingford had a brief 
look at Deluxe Paint 4 
3^1^ but had not been 

impressed initially by it9 
WF*** primitive look and design. On 
experimenting further, though, shr 
realised the Amiga system did offer! 
enough to make creating animation at] 
home a viable proposition. The ne«| 
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FEATURE 



VHtee fDaij^D - flirting In i Horn# and 
then An h» Cti* stwe Is ot London, 

■Hadjjian hut tried to capture exactly 
*N yw i« *nrf lock um# tor on 

ll» way Ed wank - pasting shops, 
coking at your attack? w, moving 
'hrmugii a busy crowd an the way Id a 
Inin, and reading signs, after shearing 
i mess of material, It was all 
Irjrtjferred dfl to til*... 



-J’ARcard - irhare * Jogging iheel 
drsetory was created with limes ot lire 
tohgs's position on each tape next to 
in* IN* name for easy reference. All 
iftflli are leaded tn a lo w O lac tor to 
«>* omoir, RpifgfOfl's original plan 
«u re sheer on film and than gat tu II 
■its photographic prints ot the 
Dkrdpridlt shots, it proved to tm 
practical and costly. Ha heard about 
Eh# PA heard and the rest is history. 

Hr orddtds *r? sssomhljr «tp'l ot all 
the shell he wants la use and than 
rplmclf these chosen one s in on a high 
i lector. Using Batch Factory and 
huge F/Jt to organise and convert the 
\m*ge s into IFF/24, he then uses Studio 
sjftmro (a print out each 40 * 11 * tram* 
b| him# on his HPI200C printer. Each 
Ihnw takes 4-5 minutos to print out 


...animation - with each frame printed 
out on special punched paper to fit an 
animation peg bar (holds the sheet in 
place on the rosfrumj,, ft's time to add 
the various effects with a variety of 
different media, Hodgson wanted to 
convey how we sea the warkf *« a 
series of tocai points. In this example, a 
white stencil is placed over m road 
scene obscuring everything other titan 
the sign. He then draws in, using pencil „ 
on f tines of key object* In the scene a* 
passing impre scions - as It we don't 
really take any notice ot whet we see 
antes* foewing directly on to it. Once 
done, ttie frame Is recorded by me... 



HnQ camera - and straight onto the 
PAItcard , producing the finished 
animated scene 



tn this seen*. We see the walker look' 
ing at his shadow as il changes and 
turns into a bizarre landscape 



Jonathan 
Hodgson : 
“Personally, the 
future cf computer 
graphics Is how 
they fit in with 
other techniques - 
(hat's when things 
are going Jo start 
getting really 
interesting'’ 


Hnimate! 

Anyone interested in possible funding for their animation should contact the Arts 
Council focusing on innovation in animation. Animate! was set-up six years ago by 
ftc council, with support from Channel 4 to fund artists producing risk-taking work. 
Currently there are 3D projects eilher underway or finished, and six ot those involve 
digital technology - three specifically the Amiga. 

For further information, contact Gary Thomas, the assistant film and video officer on 
Din 333 0100 ext. 410. 


step was to appFy to the Arts Council for 
a g-ant to start work on her first animat- 
ed short created entirely on a computer. 
T"s application was successful and with 
pari of the money, she invested in a 
second-hand 1500 and a SummaSketch 
III tablet board- 0P4 was selected as the 
package to do all the animalion on and 
What She Wants (detailed below) was 
started 

The attention the finished piece 


received won her a place at the 
Museum ot the Moving Image as an ani- 
mator in residence. Akin to being pul 
under a microscope, Lingford sat in a 
room working all day while the public 
watched in from the other side of pane 
of glass. 

The bonus to the experience though 
was a proper commission with real 
money and developmeni lime to work 
on her up-and-coming project. Death 


and The Mother, an adaptation of a 
lessor-known Hans Christian 
Anderson story. In fact, Channel 4 
liked her storyboard so much that 
production begins in September with a 
budget in Ihe £40,000 area. 

Her other work shows the diversity 
available to animators. From 
producing shori animated sequences 
for the CD-ROM version of the 
best-selling Griffin and Sabine trilogy 
now being produced by Peter 
Gabriel’s Real World multimedia 
company, to a 20 minute training 
animation on how to deal with ihe 
problems of glue sniffing, her work 
is varied but boasts her own individual 
style. In the meantime, she 
has upgraded to a 4000 and the 
PARcard. 

With a healthy portfolio of animation 
tucked into one video cassette, she 
sees computer animation as an ideal 
media; "What’s happening now Is very 
exciting Sack in the old days, we 
wore all terribly scornful of computers. 
People at college now find they can do 
what they want wilh computers and 
aren't having their work a (fee led by 
clumsy technology.* 

FUTURE THOUGHTS 

As for the future, Lingford is equally 
optimistic: "Anyone will be able to 
animate - I don’t find that thought 
threatening. At the end of the day. it's 
all about the idea behind the 
animation not Ihe technique, and com- 
puters offer an ideal platform to get 
started." 

She still believes, though, thal peo- 
ple must learn the fundamentals of 
animation creation to give them the 
necessary know! edge to make a solid 
start. Her advice for budding anima- 
tors is simple: Td just use DP4/5 and 
draw using the light box. Draw the 
movement first to get a teel of what 
animation is ail about, The look can 
come later.." 

She also sees computers as offer- 
ing an excellent way of learn ing the 
ropes. In between her animalion work 
she has been teaching at the 
Universiiy of Humberside and some 
days at the National FEIm and 
Television School.. 

"With something like walk cycles, 
you're always going fo get it wrong to 
begin with. It requires lots of practise 
and I noticed while teaching that stu- 
dents have a tendency to be very 
precious when drawing with pencil and 
paper Lingford explains. 

‘it takes them a long lime as they 
painstakingly draw out each frame. 
The majority, though, end up with a 
walk cycle that doesn’t work. With a 
computer, the investment required to 
produce a result is so slight that you're 
not as precious and can ratlle off 
example after example. It's a very 
good teaming tool." 
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What She Wants 




Black and white sections 


(olour sections 


or her first animation, Lingford wanted a chai- 
lenging subject matter. The theme behind 
What She Wanls is twofold, Firstly, she wanted 
to create an erotic animation - there has always 
been a school of thought that believes it's impossi- 
ble to create such a thing because animation 
doesn't allow the viewer to become fully involved 
with the animated characters, Secondly, it was 


reaction agamst the apparent increase in sexually- 
related matenal in the media - she (ell as if she 
was being told that everyone should be having sex 
and thinking about it, almost as if a form ot control, 
"■It's a paranoid attitude to a certain extent but it 
seemed that sexuality was being manipulated to 
make us bigger and better consumers.” 

With this double-edged sword in hand, What She 


Wanls took nine months to fully complete and 
proves to be an animation that doesn't pull any 
punches. Her main process was to put a series cl 
seemingly unrelated images together and come up 
with new ideas and connections - she feels the 
project was successful on the whole. What follows 
is a breakdown of the two mam processes featured 
in the anim. 


the am I and body of tbp 
woman turn into a h orse T a n«eic 
and head. The proves i is very 
sim ifar to the old tradition of 
pdlnffnji on glass - take parte 
away and add new ones 


... and Lingford 
drew in the 
relevant change* 
ro turn the image 

into.,. 


,1 women, Lingford didn't went to 
tul and copy lit between because the 
end result would have appeared jerky. 
4l«p, morphing was ruled our simply 
because it would devoid the 
animation ot any real style 


Each iitlift in thi* Section WM* 
copied from a painting by 
PolPcrohft The prove** Ir afmpl* - 
this Aamaiuique man we* 
created using the unbroken and 
broken line option in OP4 ... 


The starting point w«« 
on OP 4 r a tighlabfe 
facility. The image was 
drawn up taing the 
thick black line... 


..jUnginfd then 
moved ahead by 
I wo frames and 
drew in the neat 
step... 


... Once done, she'd piay the 
end result to see it it worked, 
it successful, she returned It? 
the intermediate frames and 
drew them in 


Finally, she would add colour 
and go over lh* black hoe* 
with the relevant background 
colour to produce an uneven 
and mere hand-drawn effee t 



Ruth lingford: 

With 

animation. you 
can make 
things do 
whatever you 
want. There 
are no 

restriction*- 1 ' 


Lingford is currently working on the CD-ROM 
version ot the beat selling Griffin and Sabine trilogy 
being produced by Peter Gabriel's Peal World multi- 
media company - unfortunately, the title won'l be 
available on the .Amiga dulls release in Spring '36 


A preview of the up-and-coming Death and The 
Mother, LingJord's Channel 4 funded animation is 
presently in pre-prodocrieri, The visual stylo is 
based on German woodcuts ot the early 20th cenlu. 
ry - nolo thn Imp* left by the character'* movement 
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< uuVjg a 

composite* jnd drawing an alpha 
channel for amah five frame of the 
actor. fhc »$( of (he lAa! was 
image prate with the line erf 
option using AdPro and Muitiframa 


Rimminen and son 

Q ucked away in a London terrace house on 
the top floor is an Amiga 4000 and Silicon 
i Graphics side by side. The owner. Marjul 
Rimminen, has been producing animation for the 
last 20 years. An animation director by trade 
computers have only just begun taking a very 
active role in her work. On board is her son Don 
AmaH, a computer operator and animator whose 
expertise has also helped Jonathan Hodgson 
it was in 1974 that she had her first experi- 
ence with a computer: "I was in London to shoot 
I a oommerciar vvtUi Electronic Arts and became 
involved because the media was interesting and 
new. Unfortunately at that time, the whole 
computer operation was in the hands of (he 
engineers not the creatrves due to the inaccessi- 
bility of the hardware and software" commented 
Hiiwnirwn. 

Subsequently, she didn't return io the comput- 
er scene for anolher 20 years, In the meantime, 
she continued with her commercial work and 
has had various animations shown on Channel 
* 4. Her next foray into computers was the Amiga 

500, owned by her son, which came with Deluxe 
Paint 3. So impressed with the standard possi- 
ble, she quickly invested in a 4000 and a 
PARcard. The machine is currently being used 
■ 0,1 ah&lhcr Channel 4 Four Mations ariim in con- 
junction with the Silicon Graphics With the 
mrcktip created on (he Amiga already, the bulk 
Ihe final version is being produced gn the SGI. 

RISKY BUSINESS 

White some Amiga owners maybe fuming at 
I the thought, Rimminen is quick to pornl out that 
ane o! the reasons lor bringing in the SGI was 
be cloud of doubt hanging over Commodore s 
future; "We had planned to go with Amigas sole- 
ly, but with such an investment in something that 
*as looking decidedly shaky it was just too 
1 much of a n$k,“ 

U indeed, she sings the Amiga's praises: “I've 
wprted willi Macs as well and it has tots of inter- 
esting programs hut it's stall not a great machine, 
i! ihe Amiga was developed in the same way as * 
Ihe Mac - easy to use in other words - il would 
De ideal." 

Star of the show though, yet again, is the 
PARcard, While shooting the live footage at 
hired studios, they used a Hi-S video camera 
wd stored each frame directly onto the card 
I Mich was set up nearby. The Amiga has also 
helped her puppet skills as well - while shooting 
a particular scene. Rimminen needed to film a 
dell rolling out a handbag. Instead of the usual 
painstaking set-up required to perform such an 
animation feat, she simply held) the doll in the rel- 
evant position tor each frame and ihen took out 
| hi fingers using Brilliance in post production. T 
I find the system very tactile which is unusual for a 
computer... it enables me lo use my puppet skills 
and help in the process” she commented 
While the SGI takes centre stage in this pro- 
duction, Rimminen rs obviously a true enthusi- 
: ast “While at a show recently, l met dozens of 
animators all smgmg the praises of the machine. 
Even after all this time, there's a real community 
spirit tor the Amiga. If Escom succeed, I think the 
future tor the Amiga in the animation sector is 
excellent." 


fUanq Happij Returns 

A theme-heavy animation portraying how the 
present is both formed from the past and the 
future - because of o-ur experiences and 
hopes, there's no such thing as objective real- 
ity. The anim explores this with a mixture of 
computer and live action, 


Dan A mall and Mar/ur 
Rimmtnam "f find the 
Amiga very tactile 
which im unusual tor a 
computer... it enables 
in* to uff my puppet 
s kills and help in the 
process , H 


Runmirw-n was placed on a spinning 
chair In thr« shot, The live action 
was than altered and turned into an 
ar.fmbrcrih. The palette was 
changed and (he final image 
stencilled into the II v* action tore- 
ground with... Brilliance! 


tn this scene. Mm birds In Ihe Venetian blind lake 
art and f Jy aCFOSS (he screen, ftimniincn's face 
was pul over the top as a 30 per cent 
transparency with Brilliance, the birds 
themselves Started ns dels mapping I flair flight 
plans and (hen were subsequently drawn in with' 
Brilliance with a slight transparency. 


work 




-< Morph Plus was used to distort the taco 
into a vamporlc image. Tha talipes an the 
lace were sketched on with Bnllmnco by 
digital artist Jack Schulee 

tn (ha background, (untbi can he seen 
dropping - thin effect was achieved by 
simply shooting a booh page on video 
while (iri;ng (ho camera down, The 
Houses sf Parliament were camposiied 
aver (he lop and edges were blurred to 
seem lifelike. The broadcaster* wens 
taken from the video recorder and 
picked up as an a Him brush and placed 
tf on top ot the action 








chi** i trfnn 


'D-ROM...GD-ROM..XD-ROM... 
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I lastl Amiga, net surfers have a 
graphical world wide web brow- 
ser that is capable ol dealing 
with forms. AMosaic vl.413 was launched 
ento an unsuspecting public in ihe early 
days of July and has a revamped GUI with 
a nice bouncing ball progress animation 
(much better than the pulsing radio button 
or the spinning clock hand) and Netscape- 
ike gadgets lor progress through the 
world wide web. Also incl uded in th is latest 
version is Ihe ability to type into the URL 
adless line, rather than having to open a 
requester and a built-in, hierarchically 
ongarHsed hottist 

My Overall impression is that this ver- 
sion is actually ever so slightly slower than 
AMosaic 1 .3, bul given its added benefits 
i pi willing to forego that extra speed. 
Funnily enough, given that AMosaic now 
indudes a truly animated progress button, 
graphical navigation buttons and the 
atjUiiyto construct forms, the executable’s 
size is actually less than that ol its 
predecessor. 

"he way AMosaic now supports forms 
does seem slightly clunky, but I would 
imagine ihis is down to the way MU I and 
ATigaDOS work. What happens is that 
when you get to a. URL thal has a form, 
say the registration form for HotWired, The 
Electronic Telegraph or Yahoo, ihe 
AMosaic window disappears to be 
replaced by a little window telling you that 
AMosaic is conslructlng a form. The 
AMosaic window then reappears with Ihe 
form in place, voiia! 

When you leave a toms page, exactly 
lie same thing happens. Scrolling within a 
tours page is a bit grinding, so some work 
obviously still needs to be done on that 
front . Another thing I miss from using 
■lac ape at work all day is the Maillot 
CGI script. This lets you click on some- 
cre's e-mail address on a homo page and 
sand them some mail, bul I guess you 
pn'thave everything all at once. 

Nest up is a re la led bit of software, 
Berend Qzoeri's AMHotlist, This now also 
is Ihe hierarchically arranged hotlist 
e& You can create sub-menus and 
■ply put your existing entries wilhin 
Sub-menus by clicking on the "move 1 



Ben Bast looks at the latest — 
giemns available for net users — 


button and then clicking where you want 
the entry. No more shuffling through an 
endless hotlist trying to lirvd ihe page you 
want - stuff them all inside descriptively 
named sub-menus and all your cares 
simply fly away. 

Well, perhaps not, but I do recommend 
using AMHotlist v2 instead of ihe hotlist in 
AMosaic itself because it is much nicer to 
use and can have a lot more entries visi- 
ble at one time. Of course, if you are hav- 
ing to use AMosaic on a native Amiga 
screen, you might not have enough room 
to display them both and still have ade- 
quate room for the main AMosaic window. 

VERSION UPGRADE 

Lastly, there i$ a new version of the 
Amiga’s sole videoconferencing tool avail- 
able on the net. At the thmE of writing, 
ACUSeeMe was at version 2.01, bul I 
know that version 2.02 at least will be 
available by the time you read this. 
GUSeeMe is a standard for Internet video- 
conferencing which gives you Tealtime' 
video and audio communications with 
another machine, This works great if you 
have a whole load of Unix boxes with 
cameras and mikes linked into an ATM 
network, but definitely leaves a Irttie to be 
desired over a telephone line. 

Because the Amiga doesn't have a 
camera or mike as easy system add-ons, 


AGUSeeme will probably only appeal to 
lurkere because you have no way of 
replying to anything that is said or done at 
the other end of the fink. This version 
actually interprets the reflector list (hat it 
comes with so you no longer have to type 
the addresses ol the reflectors into a text 
gadget, you can simply select them from 
a scrolling list. 

Reflectors are sites that carry 
C If See Me traffic, be it solely audio or 
both audio and video, and behave some- 
what like IRC servers in that they act as 
central gathering points lor people to call 
into. ACUSeeMe is also written by Ihe 
prolific Mr Ozceri who seems to hav© no 
end to his tatents. fr+f 
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ii ihree ol Ihe programs I have lalked ahoul require Magic User Interface - MUI 


lo work, which is why the screenshots always look so groovy, but is also 
possible lor slowing down the programs somewhat. Ever since AMosaic was 
inched, (here has been a backlash against MUJ staling its size and slowness, 
>3 programmers of AMosaic and Mr Ozceri relorl that what they created would 
u taken much longer by normal means and certainly wouldn’t look as good, 

I have no problem whatsoever with MUI, It has rarely crashed my machine, 
/rtainly no more Ihan any other program, and provides a very good-looking 
icrlace for (he numerous programs on my machine that require it. With Amiga 
omputing having given a registered version away with the July issue, there 
hould no longer be any complaints about users having to pay to use it. so 
maps people should give MUI a break. 


The bottom line 

AMHotUst2_OQ. tha l$k 
ftp://sradoc.ic.ac. uk/aminet/comrn/n&t 

8CUseemB2_01.fha 64k 
ttpjfsrc. doc.ic.ac. uhamineVcomm/tcp 

AMosaic I4beia AmiTcp.ifia 146k 
http;//www, omnipresence, corrv'amosaic/ 
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ot so long ago, the Amiga 
games market was awash 
with high-quality, innovative 
titles that sold in abundance. But after 
the collapse of Commodore, software 
companies unsurprisingly became very 
cautious when it came to releasing 
Amiga games. Some, after years of 
supporting the machine, were only too 
ready to abandon if and desert to the 
PC camp, others took a toe-dipping 
policy, releasing a couple of titles or 
even worse - second-rate PC port- 
overs while many titles were 'put on 
hold/ 

But now, the latest news from E scorn 
is that the Amiga is going back into pro- 
duct ion and an A 1200 is promised for 
September. But with a higher than 
expected RRP announced at £399, a 
lot of people are going to take a fair 
amount of convincing thal developing 
for the Amiga is once again going to be 
a viable option. 

And,, not only have Escom got their 
work cut out for them in this respect, 
but the vicious circle of developers not 
making the games until retailers slock 
them, and retailers not making shelf 
space available until they see wide- 
spread commitment, must be broken. 



GENERAL CONSENSUS 


Amiga Computing talked to key 
industry sources to get the general 
opinion about Ihe future of the Amiga 
games market and what they'd like to 
see from Amiga Techno I ogres 

The Amiga has always been the 
cheap, yet quality home computer that 
not only could you buy the latest 
games for, bul you could also create 
music on„ compile a database and 
write a letter. The PC has always been 
priced over three times as much as the 
Amiga. The consoles, white available 
for the same price, were merely toys 
that could do no more than ptay 
games. But after a year off the market 
has i l still got what it takes? 

As it stands, the Amiga still has 
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There has been a lot of speculation about what the new Amigas 
will be like and the price at which they will retail. Incidentally, 
the interviews were conducted before Escom announced the 
price of the new A120CK and at £399, it s a lot more than every- 
one was hoping for. 

Marcus Dyson, Team 17s ‘"A120Q with an 030, 4Mb RAM (2 
test, 2chip] end a 120Mb hard drive for £293. This may sound a 
little unrealistic, but PC s are now so well specified and so 
cheap thal Amiga has to really offer good value for money." 

Andy Jolly, Binary Emotions: The A12Q0 has to be around 
the £200 price range 1 

Michael Crook, Guildhall: "If the A 1200 can re-enter the mar- 
ket at 049.99 or less they will immediately grab a healthy 
chunk of consumer spend this Christmas,’ 

Simon Reynold’s, Inter-mediates: 1 would like to see a 
cheap {sub-C200) A 1200 In the marketplace, to kick start interest 
in the Amiga. 1 
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many strengths which the supportive 
software developers are only too keen 
to pbinl out. A strong and loyal user 
base already exists and Escom need to 
cultivate this. As Chris Warrender from 
Grandslam points out; "Escom must lis- 
ten to the users, both past and present, 
and give them what they want in rela- 
tion to the machine rather than telling 
them what they need. They have a 
ready-made installed base to start from 
- they should not ignore these users, 
but should foster ihe relationship 
between user and developer and this 
base will, undoubtedly increase.” 

Amiga users have proved them- 
selves extremely loyal, especially with 


a generation who have grown up 
the machine. Marcus Dyson, he; 
Multimedia at Team 17 states: 1 
great thing about the Amiga was t 
laughi a whole generation of gai 
players the fun of graphics, music 
ing and coding/ Dyson also poii 
the Amiga being a user-fris 
machine that is easy, even fa 
novice to use. 

“The Amiga comes out of a bos 
is ready to run in seconds. No tire 
and troublesome sound cards, gra 
accelerators, I/O cards and mousi 
vers to install, And Workbench 3 i 
superior to Windows ’95, which is 
being steeped in praise becausi 
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there is a morning trend in the Rmiga games 
market with fewer titles being released. Tina 
Haikett investigates whether anything has 
i banged now Isrom have unveiled their plans 


users have hatf to tolerate Windows 
3 1 tot so Fong.” 

Vulcan Software's Lisa Tunnah; 
agrees: “The PC has a habit of doing 
really scary things when you leasl 
ttpect it, whereas the Amiga sits there 
ci^sying a very friendly looking work- 
bench environment, Running software 
an the Amiga is so easy, whereas you 
need a degree in computer sci- 
ence fust to install Windows 
an your average PC." 

The Amiga has many 
otter positive factors 
ar.o having a good 
fidget market cer- 
lainly helps matters. 

As well as (hose 
available for around 
£10 the fun price titles 
are also competitively 
priced With cartridges 
and PC CD-ROM titles still 
coslrng around the £40 mark 
3rd with foil priced Amiga 
titles averaging around 
'f!&, the Amiga will still pro- 
•le value for money on 
Big! score. A triple A title on the Amiga 
can still sell in abundance, and some 
developers are ready to point the finger 
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at some of the bad -quality games being 
released that are giving the machine a 
bad name. Jolly believes: "I think 
Amiga owners are fed up with paying 
out tor poor quality software and are 
only willing to buy quality. For instance, 
Skidmarks 2 sold twice the number of 
the top console games in its first 
month." 

However, distribution always 
plays a crucial part and if the 
relallers aren't convinced, 
then thp software com- 
panies' hard work will 
go down the drain 
Vulcan Software 
have found a way 
around this by dis- 
tributing their games 
themselves through 
mail order. “We have 
decided to distribute our 
own products for several 
reasons. One is the declining 
Dyson: "Any Gontp&fiy confidence in Amiga prod- 
devetopifi# tot tit* Amiga ucts at wholesale and 
tntt fwi-r doing coal *tv?f t* retail level. Vulcan 

couldn't change this sad 
fact so we simply adapted." 

Neil Boole. Head of Non- 
Music Product at Virgin 
Our Price, defended the 
retailers by saying: 

‘"Virgin Retail is commit- 
ted to all games formats ^ 
and as such, we stock 
Amiga products in the 
Mega stores. Amiga was a very 
strong format three years ago and 
recently had a very successful 
Christinas in 1994. Demand has dimin- 
ished since then, and as such we 
are keeping a close eye on the 
Amiga market and any develop- 
ments that might affect it. We are 
aware that the Amiga still has 
over 1.5 million machines in 
UK households, and any deci- 
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sion we make will take this into cons id- 
era I ion," 

Simon Reynolds for Special Reserve 
is rather more pessimistic: “The 
demand for Amiga producis is dwin- 
dling down to the fact that there has 
been no new hardware sales for a 
year, and after a year out of the mar- 
ket. and with the Saturn and 
Playstation looming, Es.com are going 
to have to do something really special 
lo succeed." 

This hme factor is also seen as a 
major problem that E scorn will have to 
overcome. A year out of the market is a 
long time and in its absence the PC 
has taken the major foothold in ihe 
home computer market- Simon Jeffery, 
Viice President of Marketing at Virgin 
Interactive states: “Those who require 
a future-proof computer for education 
and a bil of gaming will be driven 
towards a DOS-based PC. inlet 
and Microsoft have 
increased the profile of 
the PC lo the non- 
hobbyist consumer 
to the extent that 
people equate the 
term computing 
with ihe names of 
those two compa- 
nies, This delimits 
the Amiga to the 
hobbyist and design 
sectors, plus niche 
areas like video. So pricing 

After a meeting with hcem, haS to extremely 

Virgin interactive w tit aggfe$$iv£,' 

g g g ti i w to develop The Amiga is also 

limited by being mainly a 
European platform - the Super- 
consoles will be international: “Their 
problem will be lhal the other platforms 
are truly International whereas the 
Amiga writ be very much a 
British/European platform," said 
Michael Crook of Guildhall. Jeffery 
believes, too, lhal the Amiga will never 
be seen as a serious business 
machine: “DOS and Windows- 
based applications rule 
ihis area Sixty million 
PCs will be sold 
Ihis year - and 
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Will oihar phtfarms 
prove tiro much 
competition for the 
Amiga? 
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[hat's conservative. Sadly* I can't envis- 
age the day when Microsoft publishes 
Amiga- specific apps." He finishes: "The 
Amiga is a wonderful hobbyist machine. 
To pretend st's anything more will be its 
downfall." 

Apart from the hardware net being on 
the shelves tor a year, the Amiga has 
also faced other problems* Piracy is 
cited as one factors that has led to the 
situation. One way around this would be 
to increase the amount of development 
on CD format. As Dyson puts it: “Any 
company that is developing for the 
Amiga but isn't doing CD 32 stuff is out 
of its mind. Because CD piracy is still 
(relatively) uncommon, Amiga CD soft- 
ware sells in larger amounts than the 
CD32’s marketshare would suggest. 
More Amiga owners are getting CD- 
ROM drives and it companies will 
release enhanced CD software, I’m con- 
vinced Ihey will see lhal effort rewarded 
with sales, 

“Personalty, with faster loading times, 
less disk swaps and no need to take up 
hard drive space with full Installs, I'd 
rather see all software issued on CD 
only," 

ENHANCING 

However* the CD32 in its current form 
is another bone of contention, Most, 
games available for the CD32 have 
been port-overs from Ihe Amiga with tit- 
tle or no enhancements, and the general 
feeling seems to be that the machine 
needs vastly enhancing and CD -specific 
titles need to be developed - especially 
with the imminent arrival of the Sony 
Playstation. Jolly backs this up: "We 
think that the CD32 in its present design 
will have a hard time if it goes back into 
production - unless Escom intend to 
focus it on a different market, Le. a 
set-top box. They must produce an 
upgraded GD32, re-sly led and renamed 
would be a good move, complete wilh a 
tight development schedule." 

What software developers would actu- 
ally like to see on the Amiga itself is 
wide and varied, but most seem to be In 
agreement lhal they'd like to see 
increased specs. Warrender replies: "I 
would like to see high-capacity hard dri- 
ves, built-in CD-ROM. cross platform 
compatibility, a new high resolution 
monitor to coincide wilh a higher stan- 
dard video output, a portable version, 
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In the pipeline 


We take a look al what the software 
companies have in store now that 
Escom have revealed their plans, 

Vulcan: fr Qur policy is to continue to 
develop for the Amiga regardless 
of Escom's plans. We sincerely 
believe there is a strong user base out 
Ihere." In development: The Mini 
Series’. 

Grand&lanv “Our policy on the devel- 
opment for the Amiga has only been 
strengthened wilh the Escom news. 
We have always been an active sup- 
porter of the Commodore range since 
the early machines, and will continue 
to develop titles as long as Amiga 
users are still out there to buy them." 
3n development: BasejumperS CD32, 
International Test Series Cricket., 
Gamer Gold, Ruffian, 7th Sword of 
Mendor 

Virgin Interactive: 11 We had an impor- 
tant meeting with Escom recently, dis- 
cussing our future Amiga development 
plans. Escom have certainly assured 

and a newly designed Amiga mouse!* 
Binary Emotions' Andy Jolly adds to 
this: "I’d like lo see 2Mb FastRAM. new 
32- bit blitter, fast 3D chip for polygons 
and texture mapping, 68030 25MHz 
base processor, sound improvement, 
and multi-player facilities 

Another possibility that some would 
have liked to have seen is the new 
Amiga pul together as a complete pack- 
age, muoh like how the PC is sold. 
Tun n ah states: “The Amiga would bene- 
fit from 6Mb of RAM as standard, wilh 
an accelerator, CD-ROM and a large 
hard drive accompanied with a monitor. 
This would provide the end user with a 
state-ol-lhe-ari machine which could run 
the most sophisticated software," 

As wilh all new machines, in-house 
development is very important, and 


us of a future for Ihe Amiga, so apptl 
priate projects al VIE will continue." 
development: Sensible Golf. CD: 
titles and Renegade's Z, 

Binary Emotions: “Our plans hat 
always involved the Amiga sifflil 
because it's such an easy platform 
develop for, so Escom's buyout h 
enhanced mailers," In develop men 
Minskies Furr Balls, Nemes 
Syndrome, Spons Legacy 2 

Team 17: “Escom's plans haven't ra 
My affected Team 17's altitude to H 
Amiga yet. They haven'l approach 
us directly, we have had to apprcn 
them. This was always a problem ml 
Commodore, who really had quit? 
shoddy attitude towards develops 
Wo are still developing for the Amij 
mainly because we owe much of < 
success to the machine and becau 
many people here are huge Amij 
Ians rather than it being a particuta 
profitable mark#! at present.'" In dem 
opment Speris Legacy. Final CM 
Alien Breed 3D, Worms 

unless Escom have some soft* 
learns in-house then it could be i 
damaging for the future of the Ami 
Jolly stresses this: "You simply cai 
rely on third-party development, maj 
in the ‘BOs it was possible but in tht 
days of intense competition you haw 
be crazy not to release exclut 
in-house titles.'’ 

Taking all these points Into acea 
Escom have a tough job on their ha 
and only time will tell if the Amiga 
be born again. What is tor sure iboi 
is that no-one wants to see the An 
go, and for a machine that has beet 
the market for a year there’s si 
faithful following. And as Vulcan's 
Tunnah summarises: '"They lAff 
usersl are loyal people and dese 
only Ihe best," ] 
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xciting! Interesting! Two words 
lhal really can’t be used to 
describe filing systems on the 
Amiga. However, Fourth Level 
Developments have now released Ami- 
File Safe with the proud claim lhal it's the 
npwde facto standard for Ihe Amiga- 

First off. a brief explanation of what a Tile 
system is: It's a bit of software that sits in 
the system and maps files onto a disk or 
suitable medium, servicing requests for 
data. The Amiga has used FastFHeSystem 
for the past few years but this has ils faults, 
including speed and fault tolerance. 

If you reset your Amiga while writing to a 
disk you'll know about it when you boot 
again - the disk thrashes around trying to 
re validate itself. The bad news is that 
occasionally it can't sort ilself out, at which 
point it's time to start praying that some 
extra utility can recover your hies. This can 
take an inordinate amount of time and still 
fail, 

AmiFileSafe's main claims are to never 
become invalidated and also to be nippier, 
which does sound too good lo be true. The 
first hurdle I suspected was that installation 
would be a pain, but thankfully the manual 
is excellent so people who have no expeo^ 
ence of this sort of thing will be fine Vou'll 
need HDTaoIBcx lo follow the manual's 
instructions but RDPrep can be used to do 
the same job - one should have been sup- 
plied with your system. Due to the nature 
of ihe product, your disks need to be refor- 
matted after installing ihe new filesystem 
onto them, but you'll already have a recent 
backup of your data, won't you? 

STILL WORKING 

Once in place and with data reinstalled, I 
was glad to see that everything still worked 
and that my machine definitely booted 
.faster. AFS's claim of improved parallel 
access certainly seems to be founded and 
ihe seemingly endless thrashing when 
Tool Manager and EGS battled for band- 
width has pretty much become negligible, 

Time for the reliability lesls - close eyes,, 
copy large file and reset half way through. 
Mo troubles with invalidation. Group delete 
files and reset? Nowt wrong. Okay, time lor 
(he biggie. Unplug the SCSI cable while 
writing data and up pops a requester say- 
ing Write Error, Cancel that a few times. 
Aha! Gotcha! Replug the SCSI cable and 
the light starts flickering again. After a sec- 
ond or two. my 3Mb tile has been copied 
and the disk Is valid. No daia had been 
lostl Unbelievable, and a possible scenario 
for those with an external disk farm. 

On the data security side of things, I 
reckon it’s safe lo say lhat this is excep- 
tionally good, but maybe the real word to 
describe it is bulletproof. 

Over lo speed now, AmiFileSafe's other 
big claim. 'Instant Directory Listings' claims 
the cover of the manual Maybe I'm just 
cynical, bui I think I've heard this son of 
thing too many times before so I was 
expecting disappointment. I was wrong: 
inslant is the word lo use. The first indica- 
tion ol Ihis was when I typed 'list' and 
found lhat my graphics card was Ihe 



Safe as house 


Hil f Ones looks at a 
fast new filing system 
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bottleneck in displaying ihe data, despite 
the fad that Its a Zorro Ml 64- bit card 1 
Benchmarking with DiskSpeed reveals that 
even on my humble A3Q00, 1837 directory 
entries are being thrown at the system per 
second. Good old FFS manages a stun- 
ning 196. FFS with directory cacheing 
manages 1421 but at ihe expense of data 
transfer speed. 

T ransfer speed is up on FFS too. what- 
ever size file is being tested, On small 
buffers Ihe write speed is up by a (actor of 
five, yet the CPU availability is still at 44 
per cent. Larger buffer sizes manage to 
return an increase in speed along with an 
increase in CPU availability, too! Suffice to 


Testing directory manipulation speed ! 

File Create 
File Open 
Directory Scan 
File Delete 

1 16 files, 'sec 
86 files/sec 
198 files/sec 
344 files/sec 

CPU Available: 9% 
CPU Available: 29% 
CPU Available: 33% 
CPU Available: 16% 

Seek/Read 

810 seeks/sec 

CPU Available: 12% 

I Testing with a 262144 byte buffer. (LONG -aligned, MEMF FAST) 

Create tile 
Write to file 

605928 bytes/sec 
863157 bytes/sec 

CPU Available: 83% 
CPU Available: 89% 


Read from fi !e 9061 76 bytes/sec CPU Available: 68% 

Average CPU Available: 55% CPU Availability index: 754 

failing air FFS; dsviCB on I W«rhb«nch 3, MDJ&baied (tuehll» 


Testing directory manipulation speed 


File Create 
File Open 
Directory Scan 
File Delete 

Seek/Read 


1 63 files/sec 
283 files/sec 
1741 tiles/see 
270 files/sec 

51 seeks/sec 


CPU Available: 2% 
CPU Available: 0% 
CPU Available: 0% 
CPU Available: 0% 

CPU Available: 74% 


Testing with a 262144 byte buffer, (LONG -aligned. MEMF_FAST) 


Create file 
Write to tile 
Read from fife 


97-0903 bytes/sec 
1 178647 bytes/sec 
1 1 94950 bytes/sec 


CPU Available: 84% 
CPU Available: 89% 
CPU Available: 89% 


Average CPU Available : 52% CPU Availability index: 7 1 4 

Tmatinq th* AFS: doviea on a Workbench 3, 68030‘based machine 


say, AFS is significantly fE^&ter than FF 
paper, 

The greatest difference, howev- 
seen in everyday use as FFS disks 
keep on getting slower, whereas 
keeps up its speed well. This supports 
explanation in the manual that frag 
tion is kept la an ab&olule minimum, 
fly up all the time, not just on small, 
disks. 

The only benchmark parameter t 
below FFS for AFS is a seek/read pa 
ter which is around ten times slower 
FFS. If this was relevant, I would h 
expected it to manifesl itself in c«sp 
many small files (such as ENVAR 
RAM), but I his operation is faster u 
AFS, reducing from taking three see 
with FFS to one and a half seconds 
AFS. Perhaps n was just a spurious * 
or a parameter (hat really doesn't mi 
much difference? 

MESSING FEATURES 

At the moment, Multiuser users wil 
be able to fully work with AFS, but a 
upgrade is promised to version 2.1 v, 
will support this. The only other mi 
feature (.which the manual draws 
attention to instead of trying to hide) is 
there is no 'undelete’ feature, but ttil 
promised in version 2.2 (released 
month and free to registered users of 2: 

This is an excellent product. E love 
speed, reliability and complete trans 
ncy of it. As yel unmentioned is the 
that there's a floppy version and an 
mised version for machines with an 0 
better The floppy results are stun 
(1800 directory entries a second co 
to 37 with FFS- DC), but most will be i 
ested in hard drive speed 

And now to the price. Seventy 
may seem steep, but it's a small pri 
pay for pretty much guaranteed se 
Mew Amigas need this reliability if Ifiey 
to stand a chance in the commercial 
Are you listening Escom? 
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f"i ■ be ell ihmgs lo all men and 
I women in these politically 
earned limes, but II is surprising ihe 
different uses people put their 
machines to. From word processing 
to video, from 3D animation to image 
manipulation, from genealogy dala- 
to route planners. People even 
play games on Armgas, believe it or 
not. 

This diversity of application for our 
favourite machine means there are 
alleys new spheres for users to 
freak into. Mew users seem lo tend 

10 buy their Amiga 5, solely for games 
paying but ihe lure of all that other 
software soon lakes hold. With the 
advent of ever cheaper SCSI hard 
rrives and hard drive controllers, get- 
Hrtg -nlo the serious side of the Amiga 
fas never been easier. Mow all we 
reed is a cheap, good quality monitor 
compatible with all Amiga screen 
inodes, 

Ah but what of the ideal Amiga? I 
“3'jess if you had an unlimited amount 
cf money lo spend and an unlimited 
umber of PCMCIA, trapdoor or 
Zjro slots, you coo Id get yourself a 
oretiy amazing bit of kit. But seeing 
flat most people are limited to one ol 
ftie former and four of the latter, we 
dcfl'l want to go too crazy. 

CRITERIA 

Sa what criteria shall we apply, 
Wall , I'll limit each category ol 
| machines to only two choices for 
I hardware and iwo for software - that 
way we won't be spending excessive 
[ anounls of money. 

I'll assume both our base machines 
-lh& new A40Q0T-O4Q and an Amiga 
1200 - have got an existing hard 
dive of at least reasonable size, and 
Etal the A4QD0T has 10Mb RAM, 
Both machines can have a standard 
1942 or Mucrovitec because i'm feel- 
tag generous, but that's it. No more. 

Let's determine what the cate- 
gories are going to be for our 
iLperAmiga. With only Iwo pieces 
'each of hardware and software, we 
Matt possibly have the best Amiga of 

11 worlds, so we try for the best 
iga for. say, DTP, Right, we' 

t one category, what about 
the others? Hmm, what' 
fte Amiga good at.. 

OK how about 
categories for 
graphics, video, 3D mod- 
eling, and music. I 
Ifiink that will do for 
m- 1 

So let’s start looking al 
se categories. We may as 1 ^ 
well go In (he order I listed them 
(hey, It's my article. Hi do whal I 
nt). So without further ado, let's 
ve a look at the ideal A40QQT and 
M2QQ for DTP 
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Super DIP Amiga 


Unfortunately, our choice ol software for the A 1200 
and A4000T is rather limited these days. Basically, 
you can have FageStream, or there's Page Stream 
and if you don't like that you could always choose, 
errm. PageStream, ProPage is no longer in develop- 
ment, although you might be able to find a copy of it 
from somewhere. As for the others, none of them 
were really up to scratch apart from maybe 
PageSelter, on a limited basis, 
and yes, you guessed 
It, it's no longer in 
development either 
and is just as hard to 
find as ProPage 
So we'll go with 
PageSlream 3 (perhaps it 
will be version 3,1 by the 
time you get to read this) as 
our main piece of software for 
both the A40Q0T and A 1200, 

We still have another bit of soft- 
ware to get for both machines. 

I'm going to start a trend that says 
A 1200 owners have less money to 
spend than A4D0QT owners. A 
stereotype? Maybe, but I ihink that if 
you are wilting to spend about £2000 
on a machine, you’re more likely to be 
rolling in it than someone who only 
spends E400. 

So for my other piece of super software for an 
A 1200 I'm going to suggest that the best choice 
would be Studio II printer software and an HP Deskjet 
660C for hardware, This new version of the excellent 
Deskjet 500G gives very high resolution mono output 
and greal colour for a price that would have been 
unthinkable four years ago. Combine this with the 
superb output that Studio is capable of producing and 
you'll have a hell of a low-end set up. To top off my 
hardware choice I think a CD-ROM drive would be 
the most useful Item to take advantage 
Of the many CD-ROMs 
filled with clip 
art that are 


Ben Bust checks out the 
ultimate ffmiga upgrades and 
makes his own Super ffmiga 



available, As for the A4000T side ol things, how about 
a nice HP Laserjet 5MP? This laser printer is capable 
ol 600dpi resolution and has PostScript level 2 sup- 
port, What about our other piece of hardware and 
software? If I could only have two more pieces ol 
hardware t would gel a nice graphics card, 
probably a Picasso II - especially as it has 
recently had a reduction in price - and a 
proper monitor like the Idek liyama 17" 
mulNscan. 

Bui 1 don't, so my other piece 
of hardware is going to be (he 
new Artec Colour scanner, 
reviewed a couple ol 
months ago. This sub- 
£400 scanner is an 
absolute boon to the 
DTPer lurking within you. 
As for my remaining 
piece of software, what 
about imageF/X 2.1 to process 
those scanned images. 


Squlrr*! quwd-*p**d 
CO-ROM drive, 


A 1200 



Software 

PageStream 3, £174.95 from Emerald Creative - 
0181-715 6866 

Studio II, £49,95 from JAM - QlflSS 274449 

Hardware 

HP Deskjet 660C, £385.99 from Fins! Computer 
Centre -Ol 13 231 9444 

Squirrel quad-speed CD-ROM drive, £259 from HiSoft 
- 01525 716181 


A4000T 


Software 

PageStream 3, £174.95 from Emerald Creative - 
01 St-71 5 8866 

ImageF/X v2 1 . £249.99 (but look for special offers) 
from Wizard Developments - 01322 272908 

Hardware 

HP LaserJet BMP, £914.99 from First Computer 
Centre -0113 2319444 
Artec CofourStalion, £399.99 from easterner - 
0181-345 5000 
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Super llideo Amiga 

If there's one area In which the Amiga excels more than in graph- 
ics, it is in v-deo production, We have genlock coming out of our 
ears and video titling packages to malch. Whether they are the 
high-end like Momage 24 or cheap and cheerful like Big Alternative 
Scroller 2, the overriding message is that if you want a machine for 
video use, then gel an Amiga, 

Our low-end Amiga is still a powerful production tool in its own 
right, so what arc we going to pile onto it? Both our machines are 
going to need genlocks, although the A 1200 does have a pretty 
good composite out. On the genlock front, the choice for many a 
user has long been the Rendale 8902 and variants, so that s the 
kiddie I'll pick for the A 1200. 

As for my other piece of hardware, i think it would have to be 
either a frame grabber or a scanner, to incorporate logo's and 
images, etc. into video work. So I'm going to go for the ProGrab 
again because it realty is groovy. 

On the software stakes, I think that you'd have to go a tong way 
to beat the feature list in Deluxe Paint V which is particularly suited 
to creating flying logo animations but not necessarily scrolling text. 
For that l think we II need Big Alternative Scroller 2 which is very 
simple but scrolls splendidly. 

For the A40GGT we're going to seriously bee! up the spec 
Because our machine comes with a fairly good SCSI hard drive, 
we're really going to lest it to the limits by chucking a VLab Motion 
card into the mi* The VLab Motion is probably one of the best bite 
of hardware released for the Amiga this year. It can grab live video 
in realtime and play it back. With the optional Toccata card you can 
add synchronised sound to your animations, but that isn't, ail. 

VLab Motion also comes with a whole series of special effects 
and DVEs that can be applied to a VLab Motion sequence. The 
only problem is that they can lake quite a while to generate, so the 
other piece of hardware t am going to choose is the GyberStorm 
060 accelerator card which should ensure that even the most 
complex at effects gets a kick up the backside speted-wise. 

This 68060-based accelerator makes sure you have the fastest 
possible Amiga and even takes the SIMMs from your motherboard 
so you won't need to buy new memory. This board should also 
guarantee that the two programs l choose lor the software side or 
the deal will run as last as possible. 

For one of those programs t am going to choose Lightwave, 
possibly the best video production tool the Amiga has to its arsenal 
The other is going to have to be Scate Multimedia 400. This pro- 
gram is suitable tor video titling, multimedia presentations, and all 
manner cl other things, At the price you have to pay tor it, it offers 
one of the best deals for software available. 


A 1200 


Software 

Deluxe Paint V i 59.95 from Emerald Creative - 
Q1E1-715 S8$9 

Big Alternative Scroller 2. E49.95 from Emerald Creative - 
0161 -71 5 886b 

Hardware 

Rendale genlocks hum E149-E23& from Rendale 
01604 790466 

ProGrab 24RT F os, E 129.95 from Gordon Harwood - 
01773 836791 


A 4000 


Software 

Lightwave 4, Elbe from Gytiersystems - 01843 292150 
Scala MM400 1299 from Silica Systems - 0191-309 lilt 

Hardware 

CyberStorm 060 >.995 from White Knight Technology - 
01920 822321 

VLab Motion 1999 from Cybersystems - 01 843 292150 
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Graphics is a bit of a toughie. There are so many excellent programs for creating an 
editing graphics on the Amiga that it's hard to know how to pick two. Right, roll up ni 
sleeves and start on Lhe A 1200, Graphics hardware is definitely going to have to inoorfN 
rate a frame grabber o( some description and the ProGrab 24 RT has been very v«fl 
received by everyone 

Following on lhe heels ol the Vidi range of products. The ProGrab can be used throng 
either the parallel port pr PCMCIA slot. It works with all AGA screenmodes for the higha 
possible quality grabs and has many built-in image processing features. It now comes 
a Plus version including 5VHS input for the same low poce. I Think the other piece 
hardware should probably be a CD-ROM dnve again, particularly one with PhotoC 
access, for ail those graphics CDs. 

As far as software is concerned, no super graphics Amiga would be complete witha 
a paint package, so my nomination would be for Personal Paint. And because this A12I 
has a CD-ROM drive. I’m going to plump for the Personal Suite CD-ROM which not or 
contains Personal Paint, but also Personal Write and the two Personal Font Makers, on 
each lor mono and colour fonts, along with a whole host ol art and fonts. 

Since Personal Paint includes some image processing functions, Lm not going: 
choose an image processor as my second choice, instead I'm going td go for a sets! 
art package, this time Photogenics Fhoiogenics is probably the software tills of they® 

for most Amiga users, 

In case you've beer I 
Ing on Mars this yea 
Photogenics is a 24-6 
paint package which yt 
can even use on 
machine without a 24-t 
graphics card by workir 
in HAM-9, It Supports 
wide range of file term! 
and is ideal for retouch:- 
digitised images, j 



CvJierVp*toP 64 graphics 6*>-n* 
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Lightwave. Ugh! Wave. Light Wave We've 
even had letters of complaint from people 
saying we give it far too much coverage, 
bul when all's said and done, there's 
nothing better for general 3D 
modelling and animation 
on the Amiga, 

Imagine has much 
nicer textures and Real 
3D is extremely power- 
ful, but only Lightwave 
gives the user a modicum 
ol power ter very little effort. 

I! is ideally suited to commer- 
cial work and with ail the add 
ons that are available for it. there 
is a flow of new ways to use it, 
However, I hesitate to recommend it 
for use with an A 1200 owing to 
fact that it has pretty high memory 
requirements and we haven't included 
any memory in with our stock A1200. 

I am going to choose an accelerator for 
the A1200, but I don't think it would be in 
the style of this article to furnish it with 
more than the fairly standard four megs of 
memory. So what am I going to choose 
as my rendering package for the A1 200? I 
think it has to be the latest version of 
Imagine which, while overshadowed by its 
more famous rival, is still capable of some 
stunning renders. 

My other piece ol software would have 
to either be a paint package for creating 


C y bet-storm Wfl 


texture maps or a 3D object transla* 
But seeing that Imagine comes wittrl 
many exquisite algorithmic texture* 
think we can safely go for the otji 
translator instead I II go with Pixel 1 
Professional v2 which offers the rati 
facilities, including the ability to pal 
polygons and import text as objects, j 
On the hardware side of Things t torn 
CD-ROM would come in handy again,! 
alt those CDs tilled with objects* 
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I havn any animation facilities, unlike Personal Paint, but it does have advanced 
image processing capabilities like warping and rippling. 

Thai s Ihe A1200 oul Of the way then. For the A4000T Cm going to 24-bit First up on 


Big hardware front woufd have to be a graph- 
ics board - the CyberVision64 springs to 
rand Secondly, although it would be nice to 
gel a better monitor so that full advantage 
ffluld be taken of the CyberVisron's capabili- 
fees i m going to go for a Wacom pressure- 
sensitive graphics tablet. This little gem 
'rap:;inds correctly to the amount of pressure 
you place on the nib of the stylus so your air- 
Brush flow gets more dense and your 
charcoal gets more coverage, 

This tablet doesn't work with all software. 
SO fm going to have to, pick a program that 
takes !u i advantage of its facilities. The pro- 
gram I'm going to go for is TVPaint version 3 
itoihas multiple layers, a superb airbrush, 
»d even some image processing functions 
-rot lo mention an ARexx interface. 

I !hnk tha choice tor the second piece of 
MflwBffl is a toss-up, Photogenic^ takes 
advantage of the CyberVision's ability to 
open 24-bit intuition (Workbench} screens, 
•idMainActor can compile animations in 24- 
iitor tfa most common foreign formats like 
FLC &i DL However, I think I'm going to 
tore id go for ImageF/X v2. 1 again. This is 
Mother program that fully supports the 
CyterVision's 24 -bit intuition screens so you 
car-lee exactly what you are doing to the 
maps you are processing without having to 
p trough the render modules required for 
other graphics displays. 


A1200 


Hardware 

Squirrel quad-speed CD-ROM drive, 

£2 SB from HiSoft - 01 S2S 71 B1 81 
ProGrah 24 RT Plus, El 29.95 from 
Gordon Harwood - 01773 0367B1 

Software 

Personal Suite CD, £39.95 from Amiga 
Computing - 01 625 878688 
Photogenres vl ,2, £59 95 trom 
Almathera - 0181 -687 0040 


A4000T 


Hardware 

CyberVision64 2Mb, £329,95 from 
Gordon Harwood - 01773 836781 
Wacom tablets. £469.95 - £999,95 from 
White Knight T echnology - 
01920 822321 

Software 

TVPaint 3, £349 from White Knight 
Technology (check for bundles with the 
Wacom tablet) -01920 822321 
ImageF/X v2. 1. £249 99 (but look for 
special offers) from Wizard 
Developments - 01322 272908 


soi maps, On the accelerator front, it's 
(aid Id cheese one particular accelerator 
as (here are so many available But in 
keeping with our cost-cuffing approach lor 
iflirAiaoO machine, I'm going to choose 
a 'giative newcomer to the field - The 
lipoio - which had, at time of writing, the 


A1200 


Software 


e e 3.x. £99.95 from Emerald 
_ e - 0181-715 8866 

u-; 3D Professional 2, £94.95 from 
raid Creative - 0 181 -71 5 8866 

are 

Wpolla Accelerator, from £99.99- 
PB9 99 from Visage Computers — 



11159642828 

jfqurrel qua cl -speed CD-ROM drive, 
$253 from HiSoft - 01 525 710181 


A 4000 


Dr, 

50 
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Software 

bgtewave 4, £tbc from Cybersystems 


?ci 
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tor 
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0(3*3292150 

ftiotogenics vl . 2 , £59.95 from 
Wfcnalbera- 0181-687 0040 

tordwaro 

CyterStorm 060, £995 from White 
I Knigfit Technology - 01920 822321 
I NEC 6 X 1 CD-ROM drive, £31 2,99 train 
I Fust Computer Centre - 0113 2319444 



privilege of being the cheapest decent card 
for the A 1200. 

Our A4000T i$ a pretty fast machine to 
start off with, but even it could stall do with 
more processor power. So let's punch in 
that CyberStorm once more and push the 
envelope that bit further. Now our 
Lightwave renders should just fly out of 
the machine, for Lightwave is the software 
I'm going to choose for our top-end 
machine. 

Bui I still need another bit of hardware 
and software. Lightwave includes several 
object translation routines furnished by 
Syndesis, so ! think I should concentrate 
on an ad package. However, because I’ve 
only got one piece of hardware loft to me 
it's going to hove to be a native mode 
graphics package, so I'm going to go tor 
Photogenics again. As for my other piece 
of hardware, it might have to be a CD- 
ROM as well, an internal one this time and 
NEC do a nice 6-$peed number. 



Super IHusic Amiga I 


Music has long been an underrated aspect of the Amiga, hut 
the sheer number of mods’ available on the Am mot attests to 
the musical Merits of our machines and their users. Any dis- 
cussion of music equipment for an Amiga has lo include 
Octamed and a MIDI interface, let alone a sound sampler. 

So we lt start off by including Oclamed 6 in the bundle lor 
both qur machines and a sound sampler. For the A12Q0 a 
Technosound Turbo 2 is in order. A venerable B-bil sound 
sampler, Technosound Turbo has been around for a while and 
is probably the host-selling Amiga sound sampler outside 
StereoM aster. It has built-in effects, bold tor realtime manipu 
lalion of sound and for the sounds you have sampled, and 
operates in mono and stereo. 

Oclamed is also another long-running product. It was avail- 
able first as a shareware product but it has now evolved into a 
full-blown commercial offering Al only £40 It really does rep- 
resent excellent value for money and can hypass the Amiga's 
four channel limit for sound by multiplexing to offer eighh 12 
or even 16 channels of sound. 

Our A40G0T sampler ought to be something a little more 
exclusive, so we ll go for the Studio 16 package which con- 
sists qI a sound sampling card that can sample true 16-hit 
sounds at up to and beyond CD quality; (I can play back from 
a hard drive and offers several channels tor the sound, 

Our other piece of hardware tor both machines can be 
that MIDI interface I mentioned earlier. HiSoft do a nice 
one called the ProMidi Interface which comes wilh a Midi in, 
Midi thru and iwo Midi oul ports. Our other piece of software? 
How about Music X 2 as a sequencer to make the best use 
of that Midi interface for the A12QD and Bars and Pipes 
Professional for the A40QQ, 



Software 

Oclamed 6 , £49 from RBF Software -01703 785&8G 
Music X v 2 , £49.95 from Emerald Creative - 01 81 -71 5 8866 


Hardware 

Technosound Turbo 2 , £28.99 from First Compuler Centre - 
0113 2319444 

Pro MIDI Interface, £24.99 from HiSoft - 01525 718181 


A4000 


Software 

Qdamed 6 , £40 from RBF Software - 01 703 785680 

Bars S Pipes Professional v2.5. £199,95 from Emerald Creative - 

0181-715 8866 

Hardware 

Studio 16, £999 from White Knight Technology - 01920 822321 
Pm MIDI Interface, £24.99 from HiSoft - 01525 710181 
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loads d otter Tracker Modulet ■ 
thousands of fl and Raw i 


IMAGINE OBJECTS 


1 0 Or.kj f> 
□ualitv Ima 


C.B.00 


magic mmm 
mms 


iJuK:-, , bi packed 
Ii»llrj1 kons BeckbrnwAdS 
W.B 


=[.. 1o>r Magic 

L ea. .go 


ASSttSm CARES 


Id CkskL full 
ol 1 hi- 
ve ry kilrnii Gomes 
Irnm the AaVUMMAS group 

£ 8,00 


EDUCATIONAL 


1 0 Disks pecked wilh 
various Educational 
programs asmed -.1 young 
Child re« 

£ 8.00 


SAMPLES PACK 


10 disk', paikod -antli 
ctudlity Samples lor your 
favounin Mu-i r” p it;k<iqn 
i Ul.sk- IF F or HAW) 

EB.00 


noMPiNE, mot 

mitts BLACKJACK 


Id disk pack with these 
excelled card garri*£ toi 
A12D0 fHD mqgiiBdj With 


: tor 


a number of card sots 

C8.00 


n SPECTRUM 


1 0 [: -i:> i'« I with I- 

IdlesE Speocy Emulator 
vOhbrrS Spacey Csan - 
Take a inp dov.n rno'- 
lane 1 


E8.Q0 


OetaMED MODS 

Hundreds ol module* FrUn 
the Med Us. eis Group 
members colled.ton 
1 1! disks per pack O packi 
cuirendy available 
£8-00 per pack 


CC FONTS PACK 


Over 550 Comp'jdiaph< 
Fonts (Vol 1 or Vrjf ? TO 
di-.j jaer -^il) ter WEI 2 A ‘J 
Wortfworih 2 k Pogf Sdlf«*r 
is elc 


BITS & PIECES 


CO, 00 per pack 


•K>C files ol various dips, 
drum loops etc. in Music-X 
r 10 rusks). Amioa MIDI (9 
disks) end PGMIDI (9 
disks] Fonnats 
£ 8.00 

IFksSrHI Sin's I.™ raqumd] 


DISNEY CLIPART 


10 [jiv».-, ol Mono 4 Colour 
IT F Cllpertform Donald 
Duck In ii'j- Lion King 


£8.08 


OetaMED 4 


€ disks including the full 
version, ol Ihis A500 com- 
patible music program 
manual samptas 3 mod- 
ules to get you staled 

£5.00 


GLAMOUR PACK 


13 •’Jiii* ; .11 -Nilh Af,A 
beaulies from Ihe lamous 
Body S J -irjp oolleciron 

£12.00 

i A I ?nn only - not suitable 
tru finyonr; ijnrk.tr t-G) 


Off ICE p 

5 essential tods lor 
small office - 
Processor. Data 
Spreadsheel, Frum* 
Designer 4 Account*: 

£4.50 


CLR UCENCEWARE 


WE STOCK THE COMPLETE RANGE OF 
CLR TITLES - CALL FOR COMPLETE LFST 
CLU3? POWER TEXT Z - £3.95 

Ptrrt'orful Wrwd Ptr.Kiocci- 1 arid Bpglt Chtc.lmr 

CLEB3 JIUNIOR MATHS - £3 95 

Pie-Early School ter> MaShsTuldr 
CLE5B - STARS A GALAXIES - £5.55 
We" presented encyck/pc r te -ril 10011* ih*r S-te#-. 
CL.IJ.1 - TYPING TUTOR - £3.95 
CommercMl quakly pfrxpam lessons. BM d 9Mftt Mte. 
CLG72 - OG 2 * § - £3.'95 
A r otourinl ptalterm game lor V»di worrh <■ look 
CLE54 - TITANIC - £4 'J5 
Comp** ' if informn’inh ,-itxHif ihe Tu tnk 


Please rememljerto add the following Postage & Packing charges: 

SOp to orders for P.D./Ucenceware ooly (£1.50 Europe, £3,00 R O W ) 
or £1.00 if your order includes other items (Europe S R.O,W- at cost). 

P tease make cheques. , 'pasial orders payable to SEA5QFT COMPUTENG ard send To: 

Seasoft Computing. (Dept AC). Unit 3. Martel lo Enterprise Centre, 
Court wick Lane + Littlehampton, West Sussex BN 17 7PA 

or telephone 


10. 00am to 7.00pm Mon-Fn (to 5pm 



850378 

at). Callers by appoinlmenl only please 


Ft UCENCEWARE 


WE STOCK THE COMPLETE RAflCe OF 
FI TITTLES - CALL FOR FULL LIST 
Fl 34 - Fl CHALLENGE - £3.99 

Mttnadri your l>v,t Gi.jiirt Pnx racing jmt 
F l 53 - MAGPIES CLIP ART - £7.99 
900 H qh Ou.'iMy tficmo tcanrwd Iff pidun 

ft 44 - blackboard f* - £ 5,99 

Comprehitr-'-: v>i l^i-i-jh Prctot-fior crc-eds 2 di . 

Fl 40 - ERIK - C3 99 
CornrrM'rrr.ifil cjUfiMy plftttorm g.^mo loir kido 

FT &6-GRAC #-».» 

Pom il .1 firufstiK-. Adnofilure Creah ■ 

NOW AVAILABLE THE VERV LATEST VERS- 
OF CRAG WITH PRINTED MANUAL - £6." 
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Gu've doubtless all seen pro- 
grams that start as a collapsed 
bar inside a screen or window's 
life area and then open to a full sized Win- 
dow when the zoom gadget is activated, 
Tlus trick is often used by utility programs 
lo allow them to remain permanently avail- 
able for use while not taking up much 
screen display space, Luckily, it's not that 
cffliOLiItto do and this month, tor the bene- 
fit oi those of you new lo Intuition codling 
b! the 660x0 level, I thought it would be 
i.$dul to explain how it is done. 

I Needless to say, the code used to per- 
iod this trick is fairly minimal, but in order 
Id provide a runabfe example it is neces- 
say to incorporate the various statements 
mto a fully fledged Intuition program. 
You'll find the source for ihis on disk as 
the file Octobers and it is with the overall 
siructure ol this code that we need to start 
Mr discu ssions. 

The program begins by opening the 
irljiilon and gadtools libraries using a 
bop arrangement. If you end up wonder- 
ng why I use this method when just two 
Hwaries are involved, it's because it's a 
useful Standard approach since it works 
lor any number of libraries. This lech- 
lique, incidentally, was first discussed in 
me September ’94 issue of Amiga 
Computing (and then outlined briefly again 
in the April ’95 issue), tf you find this 


section of the code at all mysterious then 
I'm afraid you will have lo dig out (or beg, 
borrow, or steal) one of the above men- 
tioned back issues. Failing that, you could 
always treat yourself lo a copy from our 
back issues department! 

Immediately after the library opening 
section comes a set of aliocation/dealioca- 
tion routines controlled by a series of sub- 
routine calls. This code, again, should 
have a familiar ring lo it since the 
approach has been used many limes in 
past examples. A series of subroutine calls 
are made to look the Workbench screen, 
get the Visuaifnfo data, open a window, 
and attach a simple (two-iiem) menu lo it. 
If you've not seen this lype of code before, 
here's a brief description of how it works. 

ALLOCATIONS 

All resource allocation operations (t.e, 
things the program needs to set up before 
it can be considered as truly up and run- 
ning) are coded in such a way that, provid- 
ing they are successful the address of the 
corresponding deallocation routine gets 
pushed onto a special 'deallocation stack'. 

When the program terminates, these 
addresses are removed and the associa- 
ted deallocation functions executed. This 
method ensures that deallocation during 
closedown is always performed in the 
reverse order to that used during program 


Assembling the code 


here’s just a single source file this month. As 
entioned earlier, it s called Octobers and if you 
nt to run it from the Workbench you’ll need to 
,emb!o it to produce linkable object code (octo- 
er.oj and then link this to some startup code, 
evpac users will probably opt for using the 
larfup.obj module for this purpose and the 
sic Slink command line needed in this case will 


til ink a&lar tup.nbj scl&ber.o to flctoher^tts tur*g libriry 


Dviously, you’ll need to add file paths to reflect 
ie various locations of Blink and the target files 
out you're used to doing this, arefi t you?). As 
sual. I've included a runable version of the 
. rmple program on disk as well, and to execute 
infs all you need do is double-click on the 
>clober lestprog icon! 



n» hvindfew 
attar activating 
III* room 


Port 14 


Ban t worry, this isn't bad news — 
about t dmmodore - just Paul Dueraa- 
on bis assembly language trail. - 
This month he prouides Intuition — | 
newcomers with a useful window - 

arrangement tip- 


startup (for full details of this particular 
trick take a look at the October '94 issue}. 
Once the program is up and running (i.e. 
all allocation routines have been success- 
fully executed), control passes to an event 
handling routine. The sole job of this area 
of the code is to identify the various 
classes of events that Intuition has been 
asked lo send the program, and lake ihe 
appropriate action for each event that is 
detected. 

Listing t constitutes the program's 
event handling code, This starts by per- 
forming an exec library WailPortf) call 
which puts the program to sleep until 
Intuition sends us a message saying 
something of interest has happened How 
does Ihe program tell Intuition whal sorts 
of events are of interest? It’s ail dona via 
the Window's teg N$i description - if you 
look at the lag entries in listing 2 you'll see 
that a WAJDCMP tag is being used tike 
ihis... dc.l W A_ I DCM P, IDCM P_M ENUPIC 
KIIDCMP CLOSE WINDOW. This tells 
Intuition we want to receive notification 
whenever ihe user activates Ihe menu or 
hils the dose gadget. 

Remember, incidentally, that whenever 
any IDGMP (Intuition Direct Communi- 
cation Message Port) tags like ihese are 
specified in a window definition. Intuition 
will set up the appropriate window mes- 
sage ports automatically, so this is not 
something our program has lo worry 
about, What we do need to identify, 
however, is ihe address of the window's 


The uintpl* 
pr#grain’< 

window in ft « 

eoifapiod 

Still# 
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UserPort because this is the message 
port at which Intuition IDGMP event mes- 
sages will arrive. This address obviously 
needs to be available to Ihe ©veni han- 
dler and is obtained from the window 
structure set up by intuition by using the 
window pointer in conjunction with a 
wd UserPort displacement like this 


neve*.; findeiijiiUT 
•eves, l idJIscT Port til ),aZ 

iddrm 


PUT pert 


Within the event handler proper two 
events* namely the user hitting the win- 
dow's 'ctoso' gadget or selecting a 'Quit to 
Workbench' menu option, resuil in an exit 
flag being set that eventually causes the 
program to terminate. You'll see from Ihe 
source that a check is also made for menu 
events whose code field is set to 
MENUNULL This is important since these 
events are generated whenever a 
user activates the menu, but then fails to 
make a selection (such events need to be 
recognised in order to be safely ignored), 
The oihcf menu option, incidentally, is just 


tags 

vorkbrintftj? 


gadtOOl_tis1 


d:,l 

ds. l 

dt. l 
dt.l 
dt.l 
dt.l 
dt.l 

dc.L 
dc,L 
dt.l 
dc.l 
di.l 
di.l 
A: A 
dt.l 
dt.l 
dt.l 
dt.l 
dc.t 
dc.l 


HA ?bhS;teeri 
1 

W.TeM 

VUrijiirTM 
HAjepthGidgilJM* 
yA_£biiEadgit ,THUf 
IH.!tHBnla*t,TllUE 

HA_6*dfl*t» 

HULL 

«a_J'C'Pi^|CDB_dati 

wjiryiath JCD 
UA_HinHeifht r 10 
VlJiiHidtMiC 

dUPW/iKWJEWPKKIUCWJLMElllllDDy 
Hi TULe,*liMlflM«< 

HiJDNE/HUlL 


(Listing fi 

ErinikandlLer 

•PVti.l 


priierae regkters 

Thr evanl 


« Ir.L 

il 

clear* exit Hag 

handling 

EvfntMindLi r2 

PQvrr.t 

a 2, a 3 

pet id drtsi 

?mr» frflin 


[ALL STS 

Hit t Port ^_Abi£jicSast 

this month's 


jit 

Gethissage 


oxamplm 


cap) , L 

JiTtuE^dZ 

exit Hag set? 

program 


fant.s 

Eve-r, tHard . rr2 




mil. L 

CaD+^dD- dfci' afl-aZ 

restore register* 



rU 


LagliaL and of r&utin* 


GetHeiiag* 

imi.l 

a?„ 3 'D git part addCres-s Is *3 



{ALLiTS 

GttlSf, JblEiiiBlii 

get tit atisfiji 



uni 

dQ 




btq.i 

GetEe iiageiii t 

did k ixlit? 



aom.l 

riDfil c 

opr painter ta it 



■9VE.I 

1 1_: L osa !. o 1 3 r d ]■ 

iMsgjf cites 



me.v 

Ji_GKl(fa 1 

iDpf lemji csai 



ClLLSTi 

ltpLfHsg,_llbiEK*tBin 

then lend image tack 



CIS 5,1, 

1 [ D CHP , _C L05 EV E H MU, d3 




fcne.i 

l*nuH#slifli 




ieveq 

ft HUMS 

let SUIT I’jjniL to exit routine 



bra.i 

GetHeisage 


nen jBes»age 

cap ; .1 

1 3KKF JkENUPZtC, d 5 

che:c ifsss-je class 



bnt.r 

EFtPmagF 

Ignore ather image types 



:ipi,N 

i MENU HULL, d4 


Listing 2: 


bcq.i 

iitWiiugF 

ignore it PEMUMULL 


lir.v 

I5,d4 

eitrirt etnu itei nuapir 

Th #■ (flg-ha(od 


srdi .b 

fl3F f tU 

thill be either 3 or 1) 

window 


seq.s 

Menu ill 


description 


■sfiq 

iTRUE r d? 

lit 4tl It ugml tn exit ’Outine 



fan.i 

GrtHeinji 



Menuki-lD 

J*r 

BnHothirg 




br*.i 

&*tPle$54|e 

;he:L V acre images! 


GetHenaa'Estit 

ft* 

d£ hold' 

Blit Hag 


-1 

V 


tied to a dummy routine so nothing actually 
happens when the menu item is selected, 
This act of tying a menu option to a l do 
nothing' routine in this way is actually a 
very useful trick dunng development of fully 
fledged applications. You may have 
dozens of menu options that relate to code 
sections that are as yet unwritten, and tying 
such options to dummy routines allows 
Ihe event handler and overall structure of 


Title bar collapsed windows 


With the preliminary program layout discussions now 
safety out of the way we can deal with Ihe real topic 
of the month - namely, how to produce windows that 
initially reside In, or can be made to collapse No, a 
window’s title bar. Perhaps surprisingly, it is very 
easy to do because all it takes is a few well chosen 
tag list entries in the window definition. 

Firstly, provide a zero WA_Top value and set 
WA.Left to a value which places the window' at a 
suitable position within the title bar, Then sot the 
Window initial width and height tags, WA_Wldth and 
WA Height, to define a window which has only a 10 
pixel height (i.e. (he height of a window title bar) For 
instance: 


WA Zoom lag in the window definition to identify a 
pointer to a set of alternate window dimensions that 
will be used when the window's zoom gadget is 
selected. These dimensions have to be provided as 
an array of word (16 bit) entries, so in the example 
program you'll find Ibis tag entry: 


dt.l 


irJii_ 1 qo» „ ! & t a 


along with this dc,w directive which identities the cor- 
responding set of alternate window co-ordinates: 


zfinajiti 


di.u 


550,53,340,203 


dc.t 

Hr_Tpo,C 

dc.l 

HAH eit, 3-30 

dc.t 

HA.HidthJiG 

di.l 

11 e i -gh 1 , 1 G 


Having done that you then just arrange for the rea) 
co-ordinates of your window to be stored as the 
'alternate' zoom gadget set, This involves using a 


The result? The window opens initially inside the til le 
bar and can be expanded to normal use size by 
selecting the zoom, gadget, You will, of course, be 
able to see the effect of these statements when you 
run this month's example program, To gel the 
reverse effect, namely initially having the window 
open normally, but collapsing into the title bar when 
the zoom gadget is activated, you just reverse the 
original and alternate sots of window co-ordinates! 


the code to be developed, even though 
many associated routines may not yet 
written, 

As the corresponding real routines 
become available, you |ust replace the 
appropriate call to the dummy routine witlt 
a call to the real version. Another benefit of 
this type of approach is that it auloma 
provides an 'incremental testing' pathw 
If, lor example, your program works ti 
until you swap, say a,, jsr DoNothing a 
with a call to a real routine, than you'll k 
straightaway that any faults that appear e 
almost certainly connected with the co 
present in the newly added routine! 

Most of the event handling code shag 
be easy enough to follow, but it may help I 
examine the diagram shown in figure 1 
This provides a fairly high-level 
description of the code's operation in 1 
Chart form. 


general, 


hi iirmiwir — *i' isep tln. 

-•t 

•ftfifttiPiL* 


Figtim I: batlc program rlnvivrt 
in flowchart form 
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SCANNER 



NEWII! 
Artec Cofour 
~ Scanner 


£449.00 

COMPLETE with 

CARD CABLE A N II 
SOFTWARE TO 

ENABLE YOU TO CON- 
NECT IQ A PC OR 
MACINTOSH COMPUT- 
ER 


AMIGA 
A600/500 
RAM CARDS 


Apollo A1230 
1230 turbo 
from 179,00 


NEW!!! 


FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000 
COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER 
(A! 200 USER PLEASE PHONE. 

CD 

sea CARD NEEDED 


£20.00 

£33.00 

£ 20.00 

£15.00 



TO 4000 


A600 1 MB Ram 
A600 1 MB Ram & Clock 
A500+ 1MB Ram 
A500 1/2MB Ram 

A1200 

RAM CARDS 

PCMCIA COM PATI BLE(Wltl) clock 6 FPU socket) 


AMIGA 

A600 ACCELERATOR 
68020 28MH2 
UPGRADEABLE TO 
SMB RAM 


DOUBLE SPEED 
QUAD SPEED 
SIX SPEED 


£159.00 
£199.00 
CPOA 

I 400 DPI 

3 BUTTON ALFA-DATA 
I MOUSE 

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 

£9.99 


0MB 

2MB 

4MB 


£49.00 

£109.00 

£109.00 


EXTERNAL 


£209.00 

A2000 ACCELERATOR 
28MHZ & 50MHZ with 
SCSI Controller 

EPOA 

ACCELERATORS 


SCSI HDISK 

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 
WITH SCSI CONTROLLER 


Viper 68030/28 Mhz 0MB 
Viper 68030/40Mhz 0MB 
Viper 68030/50Mhz 0MB 


£119.00 

£189.00 

£199.00 


OKTAGON 4008 


True SCSI II controller for your 
Amiga 1500 to 4000, upgrade- 
able to 8MB using Zlpp Ram 
allows you to connect H-Disk, 
Syquest CD Roms eta 

£99.00 


340MB 

540MB 

850MB 

1GIG 

2/4/9G1G 

SQUIRREL 


£199.00 

£229.00 

£26900 

£379.00 

£POA 

£54.00 


FPU 


Increases the performance of your 
machine when adding these FPU’s, 
suitable for all Accelerator & Ram cards 
for A120G and Amiga 4000 Computers 


SPECIAL OFFER 


2.5” DRIVES 

FOR AMIGA A6O0moO COMPLETE WITH 
SOFTWARE, CABLES 6 INSTRUCTIONS 


28 Mhz 
33Mhz 
40 Mhz 
SOMhz 


;PLCC) 

PLCC) 

PLCCi 

;pga) 


£24.00 

£39.00 

£79.00 

£89.00 


MULTIFACE III 

ADOS 2 SERIAL A 1 PARAL- 
LEL PORT TO ANY AMIGA 

104000 £109.00 


TANDEM IDE 


IDE controller card for your 
Amiga 1500 to 4000 allows you 
to connect a CD rom of your 
choice or just another Hard 

Drive, 


60MB 


£59.00 




80MB 


£69.00 

Basic Colour 


£169.00 

120MB 


£89.00 

Micnovitek 1438 


£259.00 

340MB 


£179.00 

Microvitek 1440 


£399.00 

510MB 


£269.00 

Samsung 15” 


£319.00 

850MB 


£499.00 

Samsung 17” 


£599.00 

3.5” HARD DRIVES 

ID£ SCSI 

Samsung 20 1 ' £POA 

MEMORY 

420MB 

£129 

£129 

30 

64 

72 

540MB 

£159 

£169 

Pin 

Pin 

Pin 


810MB 

1-GIG 


£189 

£299 


£229 

£399 


Tandem card Only 

Tandem card & Triple speed CD 

Tandem card & Quad speed CD 

EXTERNAL 

FLOPPY £39 - 95 


£69.00 

£169.00 

£199.00 


AL FA-POWER 
HARD DISK ZIP RAMS 

FOR AMIGA A500/500+ £99.00 


1MB 

2MB 

4MB 

SMB 

16MB 

32MB 


£27 

£89 

£109 

£269 

£429 

£N/A 


£N/A 

£N/A 

£199 

£NM 

£N/A 

£N/A 


£35 

£69 

£129 

£269 

£399 

£799 


420MB 

850MB 

1 GIG 


£199.00 

£299.00 

£349.00 


is ^sick 


AMIGA 

AMIGA 

AMIGA 

AMIGA 

AMIGA 

AMIGA 

AMIGA 

AMIGA 




A1200 {BASIC UNIT) 

A1200 (WITH 65MB HARD DISK) 
A1200 (WITH 80MB HARD DISK) 
A1200 (WITH 120MB HARD DISK) 
A1200 (WITH 170MB HARD DISK) 
A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK) 
A 1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) 
A1200 (WITH 810MB HARD DISK) 


£ 399.00 

£ 449.00 

£ 469.00 

£ 489.00 

£ 509.00 

£ 569.00 

£ 669.00 

£ 919.00 


100MB 
ZIP DRIVE 

£ 199.00 

SYQUEST 
DRIVES 


FOR ANY AMIGA OR 
ACCELERATOR CARD 

PICASSO II 
BOARDS 

24BIT GRAHPHICS BOARD FOR 
AMIGA At 500 TO 4000 

Picasso 1MB £219.00 
Picasso 2MB £239.00 


88MB 

105MB 

200MB 

270MB 


Int 

£219 

£229 

£339 

£349 


Ext. 

£269 

£279 

£389 

£399 


GOTH THE ZIFF & SYQUEST 
DRIVES NEED SCSI CON 
TROLLER ON ALL AMIGA COM 
PUTERS 


Emplant all versions 
available from 

£229.00 


ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMEIMT FOR CHRISTMAS 




Gasteiner 




1 2 6 


Fore 

Tel: 


DEUVEHY CHARGES 

PLEASE ADO VAT ON ALL IEMS SMAl I CONSUMABLES 
AND SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF £5$ 
PLEASE AUD £3 50 PAP OTHER ITEMS ExCgr- LASERS 
NEXT DAY COURIER SERVICE £10 PER BOX OFFSHORE 
AND HIGHLANDS. PlEASE CALL FOR A QUGTATcQN IN 
ADDITION WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING IXPRE5S SER- 
VICES SATURDAY DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS £l5 
PhR SOX VIORNING NEXT DAY NORMAL SATf PLUS E10 
P£H BOX. E4.0E PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOW1 
EDGED. 


ACCESSORIES 

AMIGA A5 00/600/ 1200 PSU £34.95 

A500 INT FLOPPY DRIVE £30.95 

A6QG/1200 INT. FLOPPY DRIVE£45.00 
2,5” HDISK CABLE £10.00 

2.5" TO 3.5 HDISK CABLE KIT £15-00 


S 

0 


PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE 
AMIGA VGA ADAPTOR 
AMIGA TRACKBALL 
AUTO JOYSTICK SWITCH 
MOUSE MATS 


£6.00 

£15.00 

£35.00 

£15.00 

£2.00 


REE 

8 1 - 


.Upper 

45-600 


D M O N 

Fax: 


t o 

0 


N 


1 & 


l 

1 


0 N D O N , 

- 345-6 


N 1 8 
8 6 8 


2 X A 



GDI 81 THE CBM64 SENSATIONS El 9.99 


KKMKMHKH THE GOOD OLD GAMES HU H 
L*4 SENSATIONS 

L'fiJ Sensations gives JfOb almost lO.OQf) C64 


Megademos with over tfHJMh q|' sofiware. Meeu 
Demos, Game-. and i.n|invs |i.>i lhe Amiga end ft 


computers. The J.i sir has all the lutc-sl versions (if emu- 

rs J 

full version cm me aw trackage v.ui cor act 


laErifs for FT and Amis 


i ;ih.i> conloins (he 


ami Amiga computers l -U.I mj i 
of ihe A(fl Package v3.(> for .. 
with workbench 2,0 and above workbench & the latest 
version of Fiudui. Ihe Wort done here will nol only 
save you months nf transfer rime Inn take vou on j trip 
hack in lime io when the h4 was king. YtV garuaniee 
vou that you nn( have ycen many of cite sc uEna/ijne Meg 



GDI 82 THE COLOUR LIBRARY £9. 


nnl nnlv cumtllinA UlC l-Wesi a|i|iiL.il t'13 Irnrn nil liver tile 
world. (Ire Net uml HEtS Ltiurcw h ilio contain uvtr 1,70(1 


cliparl & ciitour imnge fito-s divided min vimniieqtcgorics to 
1 id stlecauii fite lilus nuy he “inJjKirwd" into inuit m die 
jHi|S]tnr desktop publishers. -in jKLLjiqjES, viewers jnd Wfnrd 


have 11.04 been Oh general release be lore. Our Cf . . ..j .._ I r _ .M 

fruitful work preparing this CDROM, converting fiJev from disk, scurchinig through \ 
the inlefiwt sites, taking la forgotten programmers and Listening in ihe Hi Gt 
amount uf sbdluncs provided (uso ctmUins iulesL SidTunes!a. inside the front cmci 


. it demos as. a high amount 
experts have spedl months ol 


you'll find useful isi formation on how to use this disc Oil the FT' and Amiga enm- 
rniLers. I he Amiga computers wiH need a copy uJ workbench ami two hlarik disks 
not supplied. You'Ll also find tnanv new utilities from the maim internel stirs 
fPC/AMIGAi. 


PD$OfT 

I tH y.vnt Avenue, i mj l hr n d - (3 ri- 5 C .1 , 
ESSEX. St I HD, 

Tclr i.ilfi * 4 i (fl I 71 S 1 !. -■B-afl Mils laics * 17 I II 
Bhi old 1 1 i n I i ta I f e ’ * 

Nil lilrl V IntflJ to.uh 


jinxrSKirs directly fmm ihc CDROM if. u-ilIkubt die lured n> 
pul ibcm <ni yew bard disk firm. 

We have included several iucM unlitirs to enhiiixe ilie per 
kimunLir <>| Uio t|>V First is FILLY tilt- Tim j|lin* ■, ym.i 
til view any ul (be inugn-v mi ifdi disc, prior to ikc Secuml is ftiuicivisMMi whj. 
tural jnuijjr umriipuliitoifi nnd viewing umi fnsm Sulimi? Visinn Corpora* 
pram which is also a flim fevowte i* Envision Publisher which is a uip qiu. 
Usher, there ire of ttnne loads non of die Hmkl popular duurwure tiilet or 
come *irh foil iiisLfuLinMis Uw '»■< and where to obtain ihe lull vir-mmi i[ req 
iiu lij.be Animal < Bik-s. Birds. Buuti. IIhi!.! ! i r t ins, Cwlnom. Cats, Cut i| 


Lilies, FuJiUiy, Fivli. Plaits, I-lnwaiv. Food, HelHiipCcrs. Huusev, In sens. Mnp 

, Ptane-i Kaylraee, Seeruc. 


Military, Misf. Hndart, FHintiog, Itiniu-. , t'Laiics, 

SmjnafL SiputL-. Spurts. Sylar Trek. Swiimsdiu, Things, Hums. Wan. uml Went 


GDI 77 HOTTEST AMIGA MEGA DEMOS 

£19, 99 



■With ihe IijTZ Megabytes Amiga Mega 
Dermis dive gels ynu fiundrcd nl'ilw ftiesi 
Amiga Mcgit Demos, includes wrirks from 
ail ihe majnr pinycrv from ihe \r. igj 
setae You'll idsn find jJI the latest minis 
from ihe latest tSeilto gr.Wp meets, from jrimnd the wi.Klii, Colitiiins Lhe 
IjJesl DMS [Wograma and Ultpacker U Li lilies There's plenty of stuff (H3 
the discs lu keep you uheeking biuk ro tlu-m ■ - s .. r msd i.vcr apjin 
You'll find over 2000 floppy disks in DMS lamiji*. Also comes with 
tin easy to use Amiga menu system for unpacking the LHA und DMS 
fi les Hat disc is BBS-rrady with file indeA«s fun Various itilb 1'ormaLv. 


GDI 67 ZOOM £19.99 


GDI 80 SPECCY SENSATIONS 2 


Itvm wot aUi enmu ■ ■ -h* lyirii Kl? Inn* ill m n i hi- wnni 

iry ihe Aim hi 1 ! ami ^niin r'. il ai 1 ..' vjint 

rushniw reudwri. well will i|awm i* ilw-ftl' s.-i .-i ilir-, 

‘I (» " I II I I . f ||| 'll .! .. ! III. 

UlllTlIli'r B a LU J. Jtft wrnlan, UOt toicO ilm^n, , ml.-,: Ir, 
lit uinhia i-tf i hr larnmn. auk m^i.'inr LviJIiaI Sdeti iht 
rik yi>a M* ,11 1 infcad ihiHU. mail iIk inliximti,.' ihrr. dick 
in Ol . umpm ■ ’ Kj< . «•. ill ii i h . r f li I'M || ,-.i Ji j, imei I I 
oJCii 1 1 uaviiiupn>^.<.d in L'llejwj i to un arwirio 
KHNU ut ili.lv 1 Vln ‘1 Ik u« ul IHl 1 mini UHIIP >.Ik • is r 
C’Fj'i Hus >L'ir' 

* Ground Zero' s I hemed 1 mug mi- f iS : . . i 



[lie latest > from DecembL’i In June L’lililirs, games, demos, 
alklesbowi, education, disk mugs aadMinre! 

“ ( Iver KU Klnixlik. c/Card fin rases m u.MT Curiisifts 
GutliLTiny ‘l>5 |Je mi i.s/GFX.'TVIiids, Other “Baity" Dcbkh 

* Some FvIusim- Dili Neu AG A Slideshu-ws 

* Cfver 21 MR+ of Magic WB icons, hack drops, drawers etc 


[h truly a mulnplati urru CDROM vulh ... 

Emulator • lor \ anous computer tj [wjs such 
as The Amiga, Atari ST. Mac” and FT 
Contains some exclusive pmiluctv which 
ONLY appear on this CD and liavc never 
been released before. You gel load-, of 
FAys, Spectrum Teehinal l Ays, GqmcB 
I ids. Tfie muddied spectrum ROM 
Milled interface I ROM, other Mtsdilial 
ROMs. VS all paper pac Lures for window-, 

(HMPi an-d Amigo Workbench i I Eli | 

Various pk'tuR ■ in JR i S: filE-' formats "i 
Tape inlays. S|>octliiHi CmlipalciX, Game 
level maps. Famous >pcccy mplc unil user |f)U compul 
Have injurs oJ tun wuh Ihe best luved computer from y 


pr«‘ paired! lu spend weeks looking Ihinmgh all (lie gu) 
rnt' irmation. maps, and pictures uf this classic eumputer, 
choirt fiw .inyuric mlcrevted m the speetrum cumpuler and) 
to conven ymir own games from, tape dicn this disc will! 
ed version which is not supplied on (lie disL i 


i icq resisted version 


CO053 PROFESSIONAL IFF & PCX 2 £19.99 


CD101 THE SOUND LIBRARY £19.99 


Comes tn bnlh IFF and Pf.’X formats tu 
cover brnh PC Hz Amiga users, includes 


CD112 THE AMINET SET 1 


such cute irtiries as animals, hoys, cultural 
imascH. Monil and. natural images. c‘ ' 
ht'li-uSiy images, literary figures, mytholbgl' 


cnl images, scenery, trahvportalion, and 
Wiifk images The disc cnntaiiv-i drawings 
oi hears, cats dinosaur's, dogs, umi-cts. and 
Il dries CulLural images from Egypt, 

Japan, Naiive Amcriciins. Polynesian, and 
Persia arc also incluikd on the' disc Floral 
and natural images include blossoms plan- 
«i. k Sky t the sun. trees, and weather Comes, complete wilh 



Fiver |,00f) Mb ol lhe best quality lAihlic 
Domain f Sharcwan- vt 1 1 (ware lor Amiga 
and PC computers [i\ l he mevst compre 
benvive collection ui vuund related sotT 
ware and miisical data to date. 

Includes: MIDI. Ides in various, formats 
Hundreds of Megabytes ul cKcdlcul music 
to listen too. 1 01 dlarlge/fdit them Lu insert 


250 page 


them into vour own appl teal ton sj, over 
fijfffl MODULUS or mUjS 
VOC files. Over I QUO WAV 

mples ana hundreds oi 
: related software litlfs. cmlveHS, 


Qyer I.WHi 
es. Over 
ready Hi 



honk with most of lhe (diages pnnled. Other secdVm rii (be edrom ioc 
Wallfsiiper hackgrounds for WmtT 


indm & Workbench v2.0+. Grs utiEi- 
Lics. viewers & converter's. Icons aild loads ol Magic Workbench. 


ru li musiir . 

semre races. Applicalions, drivers, 1 n form yii on . Plovers. AMIGA 
(JM Y, I. Lies! versions ol bound Iracktr Pro Tracker, MFD. Noise 
Jrack.LT, EdPlaycr. Binferv, Satrmler-.. Sound Effects Pro Wizorrl eon- 
( ilC- s and Some much mure Ft’ ONI A' latest veisiun ol Whoop-it 
lor window s. Drum Blaster. Tetni sequencer, Blaster bLou r. Windows 
pallid utilities. 'I rak Hl.isicr. Accu Mtlsis system. Multi Media Jukebox, 
( Lirertm. MOD4Win, Musil Sculpini. Stiffs UP, PC Drummer, and 
much, m^re’ 


Aminei is worlds largest collection of | 
freely distributable Amiga software. Up to 
10.JKXJ Users access the viLst archives every 
day, and counllcw programmers publish 
directly via (he Ami net, Only 3 H2 years 
al'fs’t il s mceplitm Am met now holds the 
equivalent of more (Sum 4,? 00 floppy disks 
of soil ware! Until recently access lo 
Amine! Was restricted In inlcrnarional tiCI- 
work users, Bui now all of the first stet can be purchased 
Coiisislrag of 4 CDs , the complete archive is published lorf 
(Inc nf (he (test selling CDROMS to dale add recouiends'd 
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FRESH FISH £24.99 
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k p-rHrtVji ee: ft cetalcqiig lofts 
Catalogue your RtCftfiL CD, Video ancdiak 
ebleetitHi ease, and ware* on nny 
*Epec! gr Iwkt 

Sj il stile tar use with Kekatarl 213 Orfjf 


| Only S-M 

IDCrGM. CATALOGUERS 



PrQles#onal graphes-POTMenon. can isoft- 
.-■nr! g p aphcs between I! to Amina, PC. Mac 
S Alan ST Supports GIF TIF. IFF PCM 
BMP tfte 

Kickslal 2 or rKcmmfmrtpis 

Or*# two 


f A ®)i disk edeetjon ol Vdeo wling trials, 

| eoiKi wip« lams, Video tfiers. SLShlte 
Sjanerator, Video backdrop* nfc ... 

| Suitable lor use alanthalcne ar inconiucliDn 
wrih Seals ate 
Only E 1 3 OS- 


□GFC5-2. GRAPHICS CONVERTERS 11HVID12-6. VIDEO TIRING TOOLS 


Dozens ol easy Us Ifttaw retftffs, 

II yeti’ a budding lan 6ee!e or Roil'd Plan 
ir*e gourmett ccckraok a iuii the Hong far 
ycu. You'll be a prfteeaicrial m no hire. 
'8s sure you fast yOvc a»*u ifl *1 your Iff- 
!&#i fi'rsn'J Only £3 00 


□GCB3-1, GOURMET COOKBOOK 



hksw tne weather « Okay t a rms id put on 
your sn^ria and pg Ih* gaidnr New tee 
benl way »gflt fMIt ft damp tike IB 1C USB 
Tie eucuss that you*r* ■ ir in busy dsstfln- 
ng ll>e garden lo actual do >1 
Only £3 00 


□GRN3-1. 3D GARDEN DESIGNER 



■here are over VMXI Amiga viruses curwnt- 
ly ‘ipng i be rounds' So cartoning one ssm a 
hard It-mg to dr r his edtofttari ft Virut 
kile-s is jpdaied teguifiriy, Sc- ecu can be 
sure you l he able ta totafl ard kill all 
krtnui viruses. Only F 4 .D 0 


□VIP4-2. VIRUS KILLERS 


ff yoo'v® fin! a loirtirfliner-fjl Amiga fine the 
| Engineers Kil « whan you need Vou c*n 
UsS ytwr r-i'vw. Your Hard dak. Memory, 
Kecsoard. Sound ehps. graphe* chips 

MOPS*, jOySltAi «... 

Cny £3 ra 



Play bjodraus of ftaaaic Spectu-n 4b 
games on your Amiga This vary easy lo 
use Emulator wll run on every Amiga. Tba 
fester yuyir nvmhira Itu: iHaWI'afftOHner tie 
games run ... Games include Shod daze. 
Marne miner. Ur e rmipuioi people, Manny 
male, Slatei*. 1|%& Senna!, alt 
Parti. lSPE53f Speccy «ni 5(fgamei. 
■buy £5 02 

Pick? |SPQ 15 -7) 100 ckaulc garnet. 
OnlytlS.tW 

PacU ISPD 35 - 331 4 (M elastic game*. 
Only £36.00 

P*ck 4 i SEH 40- 1 ■ Spe-tcy em. $0 games 
and lap* dmh Ibtertans. F4Q 


□SPECCY EMULATORS 



Only £ 5 .M 

□ CFSM CENTREFOLD SQUARES 



□ BF07-4. BABYLON 5 OBJECTS 



Ewp,- Amiga EmiJ.irky ihCudas einjialo'S 
lor ■ Oapwbcy. Comnyrio'e fi4. 
Crminaddrfl VIC 20 , VuruuS IBM eniulafiaK 
Specfum emulators. Sinclair QL Atam ST 


OntyC5.DC) 

□AEP5-3. EVERY EMULATOR 



100 hitfi quatty Amiga Bibmad ror-.= 
Sufiabki tar uw *Tlh amqef any Amiga 
paekege Ineucirg OPamL Wodawci 1 etc 
Fcnl sz»e start ah tor uplo 50^1 


Oily £7 00 


□FNT7-3. FANTASTIC FONTS 



Air»ga Pweriros -ntlutos d^pna gl lhe 
run uaatal fi mos-i powerliJI uli res afvai- 
eMe. Vn» kiUtr. i« edfier. Menu inakrr. 
Sound A graogb = loots, and loads more 

F-naui'ffi. Warl£w>::!i 2 cir 3 
Only E5 00 


□ATC5-2. AMIGA POWER TOOLS 



□ui caiatoguo disk canlaina inroimar.cn on 
0«wr 4000 public cbmairt Sisks. CD-P0M 
linee Packs, and ordering nlcumabcm 


Only £l,00 

□CATT-1. CATALOGUE DISK, 


A iL-ne colCTlcr <a! lop quaifiy or-nie^on.i 
ly firrehod 30 bg«WCwe cb|*cid. Induidftj : 
5oul HunLe*. De?a irghiet Voder spoce 
prgfi. n.r, ilalipn, 2 |L mpgaiei. Nebdlir 
space fiusl and more ^agames L ghtynt>e 
Only E7.00 



L b e Oflce cnnaial* tjrf a pawBriul 
Wiirfip-coessing a epsli checker. 

A r>aT|T sytySnn, a mirs: .md udfiruaa data- 
base *nis e (HWiBfiui sfireadeheal 
CompniibHt wn* ak Anniga'a bui 'Woihbercb 
2 or 3 * rec-cmmendBd Orty £T 00 


□ IFC7-3. LITTLE OFFICE 


Mahifl 


I! yau sr a Icila ''uiler ncm and man tul 
non'l 'ike lowing mni 1 mdnoy Iba ItliS ia rdf 
you Tiie Am^a Benmg ahoo ccntans four 
!?Ml gamtiling gsmw BoiAltt*. Full 
rtflcKiie am, Home racing eta 


QniyES.W 

□ABS64. AMIGA BETTING SHOP 


I Is. Grfls. G*rtf in pinkr l willi 'nil CdOiir 
-QiRLY ‘ peiuraa. all AfiA 255 ccfoun. Bk 4 - 
able lor ito A 1 200 or* 40 CO. 


Orly £500 

□GRL6-3i GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS 



Ow 1® wp quality uiVuur images kepi fine 
bon King cartoon lim Eac>i imaBe ia (tawd 
a# m.idv to mm IFF aaean be imported Inta 
A*lY pa»m ar Desktop ziLtikshngtiaduiDi? 


| Only ES.ro 

□ LKA6-3. LION KING CLIPART 



rue ciak douDlar can nic-eiY double the 
ssaco available on ypur haiditk. i# you've 
yoi an 80 mb finva you' f and up *nh w*r 

'Jtni II you vA gtrt a 320mb Jrrw« yOj ’ 

efiii up' wen over l,' 2 gg bard dis^ 


| Orly ES40 

□ EPU5-2. DISK DOUBLER 



The Prcriesajcnal mobOrtfuifl tolftacn 
cpiuiala ol 1t> disks leabinrig nundrade or 
VERY high qualfty rnfmo imtujai. Al Ibe 
nto£i papular stbsrts are meuded hka: 
Xmas. Anirninte. Tranvirui People, 
EyecalchefseU: Only £13.M 


. PRO. MONO CLIPART 


ff* S“ 

is-' 


I Arm.nl 1 rn r.rnJflbln cairpugrtehie lOMi lOf | 
uae **tn Wardwortb2(l3. Pageslrean. 

| Workbench J&S High quality prinlAJl A«n 
Speuni up® lOQpodTl. 


□rty £700 


□PSF7 3. COMPUGRAPHIC FONTS 


r&A 


□MPC3-1. 


Mama Pagasecer chaat domains nundrutfe 
o i greal n-onci clpnrt ’magiM tar use in arty 
vernon ol Paoeaelier Subiecs include 
Animas Pecpm. TrnnSgjaii , Ht-lodi. 
Compuiera. Spoils, elc 
Only £ 3.09 

MONO PACESETTER CUPS 


MiBcaUfififtw cdotir clpnn rtingea Ar.-und 
1M;h afl covering, cans. d:e= ca-s. Irass 
panes boahs nta .. 

Sutsbe tar use m any Pen! or Deekiop 
Pudlisning pjmkngo 
Only E9.D0 


□CCP9-5, COLOUR CLIPART 



A1;ige; Woikbebdi 4 an mei-alive hspiace- 
meol Wtykbench. G^es you a compyMkiy 
maw H cnour i:: : i!wJ Wu-kbil’Ch. A hard 
disk is bgiily rKdnrTieniied VsriwF nrnras 
disks an» av.iiiiila wperatty. 

Only £3.00 


□ MWB3-1. MAGIC WORKBENCH 


An u-’ca:ed 2 Psk .er«.(>" . Ccnlans 
dozens r.r DIV ba d-A.iiB kits, Ike bow 10 III 
your A1 ZOO mto a mmi tower PC case butai 
ymr m*n snmple’. mrmaiy esparaiwi, 
CD32 Libs lead etc. etc. 


Only £ 4 ,CB 


□HWP4-2. HARDWARE PROJECTS 



Contains Three wpoitj wsy ta use Typing 
iL/ori lot ire Amiga. Sufiabta tar Iba com- 
ple^o begnn*r cs mycn* wb* ar Ihe 
irtamart types wfih erna or two Angara.. 


□my E3.Q0 

□TYP3-1. TYPING TUTORS 


Oamrerldd S.-durei a tin u-iti'Sl Adull [KiZ- 
zle game laaiumg mpfized graphics A! iha- 
purr ann'l mi» H, 




Thai Unmata Chess £ Tutatf, aucatMelor 
any 2mb+ Am»ija. Contains tar* of Inbuih 
ipasach, nmd yrsah gnaphea 5utatie Itxihe 
leamar c4 semi-ora 




| Only E4.DO 

□ JIT 4-1, CHESS & TUTOR 


□NRL4-1. 


News maker it • almpls a use dolour 
OeswEp putliahireg packago imptn yow 
gwn graphics, led eli. Cort’pshlHe Wfin all 
dcoular pnmar makes 


Only £4 ft J 

NEWS MAKER 



Wnh lha 'anguage tutor y^u ccciki lenm m 
Kjeak BBPitr SPANISH. FREtfCH. OEB- 
I4AN, ITALIAN OR JAPANESE EoSy 5Sr 
use, and assy id unaeisLand??^? 


|ONy£ftft> 

□LTP8-4. LANGUAGE TUTORS 



Bas<aly 1h>a m a 3 dry ohmpilahm ol bocta 
which should rat tty have been an 
Workbench eg: Vhs Kiier. Fast h?H edfitr 
and rtspinyar 'Menu tyacerb. File manaigsr. 
A lew Workbench games and mere 
Only E7.C0 


nsCF7-3, STUFF COMMODORE FORGOT 



Huntdred* of Vry ngh cjualrty pioltseicnally 
linsbed colour clp fonts fos jso «n any Paint 
package isctllerri far Videe work demo 
making «c. 


Only £ 5 . DO 

□CCF5'2i COLOUR CUP FONTS 



A ngw replace mem 2 dak workbench Dnat 
leaufeia Stamek looea. Back-drops, and 
grouting sound HiimpUii wbenener you do 
anything wrong. 


OryytSftJ 

□TNGS-2. NEXT GENERATION WB 



Gal yuip "mencee n o-der w in Hub unique 
colaclKjn d< homo t nance sotlwnm Kbof 
track m your tnocthly oulgdmgs: Pslrpl. 
Gas Einchncrfy, Mcrtgapn. Ron) alt. . 




Only r? 00 

□FIN7-3. HOME FINANCE 


A cdlediD-i oi Lottary Wimnem. Hep your 
set teatlbe Ldfiery wn* ttn* tcpnrt ink 
Every week tel you 1 MfTtJutflr penerela Ibe 
Winning' 1 nymtora If ycu p*ry rheLttltry 

efteh gel this des. 

Only 


□ LWP5-1. LOTTERY WINNERS 


ACCESS 


Password prolact you valuable Hnrd drva 

ini-rirmatcm win tba euereive and eas-y 1c 
use P-aaBwoid and Fite encrypuan Kid. 


DENtEt 


o my £1 n-.M 

□PSW10-4, PASSWORD SYSTEM 


Classic cjid games coneiBla ol anaund a 
dezen supeta card parr*s like F"ke! 
Salileute. c-aaa. Uoniana. Pontaon. 
0 lack|ack. iKIordisfl. SpedM. Sol!, flieumy 
end mete...,. 

Only £1 9,00 

□ CR D10-4. CLASSIC CARD GAMES 




I A CO!«!Kir--l PVO' I bo popular and mare 
I unusual printer driers. Supporta the canon. 
Panasonic, Star, rang* ft priftert «■#> *a 
urdradt more,„. 

Very sfliy ip uw inslalfflnn preceriurt- 
Gr V C3 00 


□DRV3-1. PRINTER DRIVERS 



EPIC Marketing 
Victoria Centre 
138 Victoria Rd. 
Swindon, VVji/s. 
SN1 3BU, UK 


Mail Order Hotline . ^ — 

1 01793 490988 % 

Paw n\rrtcxr — ■ TQ-S a=r -■ ^ 


G AAAI L epfc -££ [.tx no .rtamon oo, Uh 



A co-tecnar of eseenh® ba-d fin.f^ 
n 5 hC e left* Life: dative 2 , HD 
HO Menu Byalem. Virus Cfi«?i 4 r.f 
*Hieh» irqna. 


Orty E 500 


□HDT5-2. HARDDISK TOOLS 


H you ve lust pol a w A12WH 
men to piec a irsiall il ceriecdyi 
Hie correct software Tf** i 
auppied on 2 dtaka. The Inal prmt| 

lew ymjr hgidftlk, the aeojndil 

Wdikbeneb cgirectey Only £7 j( 


□AHD7 -2, A 1200 HARD DISK INST* 



An rs&antol cdlect on at disk i 
salvage IwIe tar Workbench 1 1 J 
Waame- a Happy el yeur Hard 
■cwv&d an arror ibis peckigt v*#l 
allnght. Eaey to uae 
Orw ES M 


□ DRT5-2, DISK RECOVERY TOC 



Wwd Hotter Piut it mqi rrej*t[ 

AM g.i c-otswLi-u aover avaiabtei 
Can idve arkiyamr. cntfwurftt 
lens a d ctohary ol over 50.0ft) 
WChfc and you can Mtiiy tdd i 
Only E5.M 


□ WFPS-2. WORD FINDER PLUS 


UW 


A new rwt) d sk xal ul Wuikberidi i 
bathing t-Ater BackpropE an m ti 
tftcute tviWBte lor Werit 


Only £5 20 

□WGB5-2. WORKBENCH BACI 



Three Slralrek games incUdda- j 
Pie Ahead* game Srsanok TWG,-_ 
Ohgpnal Sianrek. DeccmcrBEStn 
dm* 


Only &S,0a 


□STG6-3. STARTREK GAMES 



Play pftrar wfih sftno al Ihe TiL-flJ ; 
and imairaclive wjnan m the Wn 
Irvprjde* dgriMiC graphea and i 
lor Over 1 B only.... 


Only El D 00 

□ DSP10-1. DELUXE STRIP POKE 



Creme yftir Hjtwi liSiintaimc 3 C r 
magae wtb ease TNa sackagi i 
The RarddYi Da Stereogiem « r e 
and a number df ready ta l-h i 


OrtytSoO 

□RDS3-1. MAGIC EYE KIT 



Test Engisna V4 « IN? eanicpllsi 
WgrdpnacesuCr package avail! 
Amiga H e^en includes -a cc 
check femure 
Sunable tar es Amga b 
O nly £3 DO 

□TXE3-1. TEXT ENGINE 


Ci**w: Pcu-ira gamefl ncljitea . 
Irons ft ScmtiHe, Mowpoy. 
Bacrgarniitort, ghats, Cmelt, 
Tac-Tde, Cnbbege ata 


Only £10.00 


□BDG10-4. CLASSIC BOARD 



Aicade claaaica V2 contains i 
des-sic game* Ike: Spebe Ir 
Frogge' Mtaaite oonvnartd. .Ail 
OertF. Omens race, GorSnspoUr i 
■ Suitable ler any Amga 
Only £5 00 


□ ARC5-2. ARCADE CLASSICS 2 



It you v* iuat purcNted your , 
may be a bn boggled bow you i 
ly, Well lb® live disk M( ink* yflul 
Ihe CLI-Sbell. Wcrttbedch step by I 
ahtwtifl you n-.ery Iking yiiu -icaJ E 
Onfy £9.DQ 


□ ABG9-5. AMIGA BEGINNERS 


Esieniii I&- Begmne-5 a a c-otedcn ft 
bias essentia! tar Ihn smwlh unnle-Lciiisd 
ute al your Amiga. AJ tbe moal aaked For 
Ufiranes and Viewers nrn crt4jo»t like 
Mere, Muchnuye. PPmore. etc 
Only £2.00 

□EFB2-1. ESSENTIAL FOR BEGINNERS 



£urii«k Mtiu-: Workbench I 
An insreslmg £ oak rrolotltofi ft I 
Wartiecvch Slartrek 3 col cur t 
If ycu lr?.e Stanrak you.' II lave I 


Only £5 09 

□STB5-2. STARTREK MAGIC WB I 


Fax Order line, 0^1 


51 


The EPIC Collection CD ROM contains all the above Htfes f 
hLrtdreds more- All DMSed onto an lna%falive GOLD CD R( 
which you can {see our CO add tor detaitel CDiOO 

AvL-vlai>;- u? ftjy I 
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Classics 


" ~ 7 \ «. ■” 


Super Street Fighter 2 


Greeted with open arms - US Gold finally get 
around to releasing their long-awaited sequel 


corner Gold Compilation 


Nick Faldo s Golf. Bump ‘IM Burn and 
ielstrike all make o joint appearance 


^ameieK 5 m uiai gives a new aimension to 
violence. Have you ever wondered if your 
pets have a violent streak? 


Gloom 


■Vill a perfect Doom copy ever appear on the Amiga? 
SuikJhalt hold the best effort yet, Anyone else? 


Budgets 


Those of you who are a bit strapped for cash 
can check out four new budget releases 


Features 


liny Troops 


Ye preview Mindscape’s latest strategy puziler. V 
Will it be as successful as Cannon Fodder? 


0 '> ^ 


Citadel 


Two Doom clones in one issuel Arrakkis Software 
ram Poland are the second guilty party 


CD-ROM Games 


A tennis game? At last, the summer is 
nearly over and we’ve got a tennis game! 


■Ye give you the low-down on CD-ROM compilations, 
tor £2G f you could pick up 500 bargain games 


Center Court 




! 


Your essential guide to Amiga gaming 
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By Tina Hackett 



Don’t give a FAQ 


earn 17 have Just become one of 
the first UK games companies to 
establish □ presence an the World Wide 
Web. Following the news last month 
that Team 17 have just set up their 
On-line games division, they have now 
announced their new site which can be located 
at ht1p:/www. team I7.com/. 

It contains everything from a Team 1 7 softogra- 
phy to The Team 1 7 Times - a newspage contain- 
ing details of all their forthcoming releases. It will 
also have a demos page with both PC and Amigo 
demos of old and new Team 17 titles, and an FAQ 
page which answers all those burning questions 
people have always wanted to ask them. 

You will also be able to download hints and tips 
and view a letters page which allows browsers to 
e-mail them and then see the letters an the Team 
17 web pages. 



ream 17 are located if httpr/wwiv.taamf 7\com/ 


Manga B«ki ire 
refejtjfrtg the 
Ji^aiwu comic book 
hits in paperback 



Mortal Manga 


Manga Publishing, responsible 
for such titles as fhe X-FBes. Tank 
Gil and Street Fighter 2. have just 
announced the release of their 
new monthly comic. Mortal 
Kombat. For 95p, fans of 
the license 'will be able 
to catch up on charac- 
ter profiles, fan trivia and 
competitions. This has 
been timed to coincide 
with the film, so followers 
of the beaKem-up 
will also be able to 
catch the movie this 
Autumn starring Chris- 
topher Walken, 

Also on the subject of 
Manga Is the latest news 
that they are launching Manga 
Books, with the first five titles 
being, AD Police, Appleseed 
Volume One, Crying Freeman 
Volume One. Dirty Pair: Bio haz- 
ards and Bubblegum Crisis. 

Manga video clips are also 
the latest trend to be used in 
music videos. Following an 
agreement between Manga 
Entertainment and record com- 
pany TVT (they who launched 
Nine Inch Nails), one Of their 
American bands. KMFDM, are 
using Japanese animation In 


their latest video. Patlabor 1 has 
been used, intercut with footage 
of the band. Another musician to 
■use this is Michael Jackson who 
used Akira and Vbrmpire Hunter 
D In his latest single, Scream. 
And over here, the British anima- 
tion studio in Newcastle-under- 
Lyme has produced the comic- 
book-style animation in U2's 
Hold Me. Thrill Me, Kiss Me, Kill Me 
video 



Mortal Kombat tana can catch 
op on the nows In Manga 
Publishing 's latest magazine 


No business 
like show 
business 

The Industry's bi-annual 
Is all set to take place at the] 
Grand Hall Olympia. Tt 
European Computer Trot 
Shaw plays host to man^ 
exhibitors from ail over the] 
world who take the opportu- 1 
nity to show their latest hare 
ware and software. This 
Autumn's event is set to 
attract a record number of 
visitors, and exhibitors will 
include Warner Interactive, 
21st Century and Virgin, 


VitkNi 



The European Computer Trade 
Show to the ptatform for th« 
fates! software and hardware 


•dllir W! 
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Cheap thrills 

Guildhall Leisure and CDS have two more 
gomes to add to their strategy war games 
s&ites One is Subversion, where you play the 
Commander of attack submarine 'Nautilus'. 
You have only two ships and by careful man- 
moment of your resources, must obliterate 
all enemy vessels. 

their other is Bravo Romeo Delta, where 
you hove to take command of the US 
“krteglc Forces Just before a Soviet Nuclear 
Attack. You must defend your country and at 
fie same time plan a Counter strike. 

Both releases will be available this August, 



Speed freaks 


Plane spotters 


the rumour mill has it that yet another Street 
Fghter game Is in the pipelines to follow Super 
Street Fighter 2, Called Super Street Fighter 2 
Hjrbo, it's not actually being developed by US 
Gbfcd. the company behind the previous titles, but 
0 totally different team Gametek, the company 
beNnd Frontier Elite, and other classics have 



jertaken the task and this particular edition 
has already proved very popular on the PC, 

An Autumn release is planned and as yet. 
Gametek are reluctant 
No reveal too much 
Before, we can'i 
tell you what the dif- 
ferences will be 
Ut graphically it 
)uld be quite 
ressive and will 
(pay with some 
terrific speed. 

A sequel fa Super Street 

Fighter 2 witi follow 


Flight sim fans will be 
pleased to learn 
of Thalion s latest 
release, Approach 
Trainer. Rather than 
using nil the aspects 
of flying. Approach 
Trainer, as you"ve 
probably guessed. 


Approach triuiur J\ 

... itr.ir ml U> UtJ 



Approach Trainer won't 
suit action tans but 
those who want an 
authentic sfimitotion 
shoufd keep an eye oaf 
for ft soon 


teaches the art of 
approaching an air- 
field. It r s not every- 
one's idea of heaven, 
admittedly, but for 
those who are after 
an accurate simulation - Including accurate ILS 
Approach Charts - then this is for them. 

Piloting the aircraft, you will have many differ- 
ent problems to overcome such as day and 
night approaches, variable weather conditions, 
and long and short approaches, The game Is 


out at the moment and is available for £29.99. 


Bug free 

The good news for alt 
Sensible World of Soccer 
fans is that it has now been 
fixed and the bugs 
removed- A bug free ver- 
sion of Sensible World of 
Soccer will soon be in the 
shops and those who 
bought the original and 
sent off the registration 
card should receive their 
new copy very soon 


Fantasy football 


mark's in-ha us© development team. The 
mlin. are working on a new football game, 
Total Football, it promises to ' look as good 
Blit plays.' and features will include all-weather 
'Ches, mu It I -directional scrolling and action 
replays. Players can also take their pick from 50 
is and can take part In International and 
Cup Competitions. 

Visually, it should be quit© impressive with over 
player animation frames and over 50 player 
merits. An animated crowd and atmos- 
tc sound effects will odd authenticity, Expect 
o release around Autumn time. 



Do i w rirtr 

Tola! 
Football 
promises to 
be visually 
impressive 



Weird things in hyperspace 


Atads In Hyperspace 
promises to be visually 
appealing 


Unfortunately, WO don't no much about 
the game at this stage - but a safe bet 
is that it takes place in space 


Curious things are happening in Norway. This mornsng's post contained a letter 
from a new Norwegian team called Borderline Developments and screenshots 
from their hopeful new offering 'Atads in Hyperspace' (what 'Atads' actually are 
is anyone's guess), ft's an AG A adventure which will feature a raytraced intro and 
will be available for the A 1200, MOQO and CD32. At the moment they are consid- 
ering making it CD-ROM only because of Its size, As of yet we no little more than 
this about the new team, but hopefully well bring you a full review soon. 
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allowing hot on the heels of all the 
hype surrounding the film, the latest 
addition to the Street Fighter titles is 
finally here for the Amiga. Called Super 
Street Fighter 2. it features four new 
players each with an additional setting Now you 
will also find Gammy (played In the film by Kylse 
Minogue), Dee Jay, Fei Long and T Hawk, plus all 
the old familiar ones, they have also been 
improved with extra moves and new touches, 
However, the first thing that strikes you when 
you load up the game is how dated it all looks. A 
few years ago this would have been quite 
acceptable but now after Mortal Korn bat 2 and 
Shadow Fighter have passed, it does look ts age. 
And a very amateur Introductory animation is 
quite laughable, But the go me play is what counts 
and this, fortunately, works well, 

You can either play against the computer, 
choosing the level of difficulty, or a human oppo- 
nent chosen from a number of characters. Each 

has their own set of 
special moves 
which are sur- 
prisingly easy to 
execute. The 
moves can be 
put together 
| to perform a 
number of 'hit 
combos' and 
each charac- 




Dhalism - the Pretchy limbs of Dhaiism 
allows you to attack your opponent 
and keep out of their reach. 



Blanka - uses electricity to keep his 
opponents at bay 

Chun U - despite being one of the 
smaller fighters, this works to her advan- 
tage as she can move quicker than, 
say. Zangief. 


E Honda - uses his sumo size to launch 
his powerful weight against his rivals. 



Why did they 
leave this 
appalling intr& in? 


ter is different enough to 
provide varied game- 
play. E Honda for Ci 
example, is a large 
character who relies 
on his bulk, whereas 
Gammy is small but 
agile and has light- 
ening fast reactions. 

The gome can also 
be dramatically altered 
by changing the speed 
you play at, The Turbo 
option can be turned up to high which sp< 
everything up - including the music - and mi 
you have to think fast and move quickly to avc 
the blows from, other players. 

What is particularly nice about this gome 
that it supports a joypad. This works a lot bet 
than using the one-button joystick as you get I 



Slack borders become 
irritating after a white 












Battle of the 
beat-em-ups 


Super Street Fighter 2 os it stands is a goad, 
playable title, but compare it to the likes of 
Mortal Korn bot 2 with its bloodthirsty graph- 
ics or Shadow Fighter and it does start to 
look rather limp, Mortal Korn bat 2 man- 
aged to create an authentic atmosphere 
and had some fantastic and original 
special moves. 

Shadow Fighter was also a particularly 
rewarding and addictive game, with well- 
designed characters which locked very 
clear and detailed for this type of action 
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The static 
backdrops fait 
to impres s 




rarate button for either a punch or kick. You 
can; also use a two-button joystick on this same 
; principle 

As I mentioned before, though, the graphics 
are very dated - such as the bland backdrops 
| which don't do anything to create atmosphere. 
■And what's wprse is that they look flat and two- 
dimensional and there's been no attempt to 
moke them interesting with the use of on! motion, 
Okay, so this may have slowed the game down 
but other games manage this successfully and It 
I would certainly have made for a more polished 
looking title. 

Another flaw '\$ the size and detail of the char- 
t-hem selves. I'm sure they've been intri- 
feiy designed but they're Just too small too 
see any detoil or, sometimes, whot Is going on 
properly, Huge black borders around the screen 
rt help matters either ond although you can 
tge the screen mode from Pol 50 hertz to 



NTSC 60 hertz to speed things up and get rid 
of some of the blackness, it never disappears 
completely. 

Music and sound effects don't really enhance 
the game either, with feeble depth noises and dis- 
mal music. Oh. and some of the characters have 
some very strange verbal expressions when they 
launch an attack, such as 'Had-o ken' or some 
other weird saying which does nothing to 
increase the competitive atmosphere. However, 
what really let the game down was the amount of 
disk swapping involved. Thankfully if is hard disk 
installable, otherwise it would be completely 
unplayable with a ridiculous six disks to access 
each time. 



word 


After reading all this, it may sound like the 
game is a complete letdown This isn't the 
case. Yes, it does have quite a few negative 
points but when rt comes down fo the game- 
play it works extremely well - especially if you 
have a Joypad. two- player mode works par 
Mcuiorly well too, and there's never a situation 
(unlike Rise of the Robots) where you can cor- 
ner your opponent and bosh them to death 
with the same tedious move. 

An A5QQ version is also planned, although 
this won't support a joypad. Well bring you an 
update on this in a future issue, 



Reviewed by Tina Hacketf 
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have a few 
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PUBLISHER 


Grandslam 


DEVELOPER 


Grandslam/Rasputim 


PRICE 


£ 29.99 


Squirrel? 


No 


i 


HIE 


8G 


6 Nick Faldo's Championship Golf 
was released rather a long time ago 
and received a highly creditable 


award in most magazines j 


Gamer 


Gold 




Reviewed by Andy Maddock 



he Gamer Gold Is a compilation cour- 
tesy of Grandsiam, containing 
Jetstrike. Bump 'n Bum and Nick 
Faldo's Championship Golf. A flight 
simulation, racing game and a golf 
game? Will it work? 

Firstly, Jetstrike was released about a year ego 
on the CD32 format, It was basically a flight slm 
that adopted a different way of playing, Instead 
of the usual cockpit view, Jetstrike was viewed 
side on - a lot like Choplifler from many years ago. 
The idea Is to select an aircraft from a huge array 
and take it through many different selected mis- 
sions. These range from taking recan photographs 
of the enemy's positions to landing on the 
opposing side's runway to rescue some hostages. 

The floppy disk version, which was released 
around two years ago, was very difficult as well as 
being slow and jerky, Fortunately an the CD32, 
none of these problems have been resurrected 

You can select from a vast amount of planes 
and helicopters, and every plane you could pos- 
sibly think of exists within Jetstrike, Spitfires, Falcons, 
Vuicans. Bombers, and Apaches are all available 
for selection. Jetstrike is well presented, has good 
gam ep lay and packs a real challenge, Certainly 
a good start for a compilation. Nick Faldo's 


Championship Golf was released rather a 
time ago and received a highly creditable a\ 
in most magazines. On the CD32 format, not 
has changed - it's still one of the most ployat 
and realistic golf games available, The n< 
instantly recognisable feature is the caddie 
Although they made an appearance on the 
py version, they weren't that much use. 

Now though, they will gladly hurl abuse at yai 
or praise your shots extremely vocally. Bill, the 
riculatly sarcastic caddie, will do anything 
make you angry, The actual animation of Nil 
Faldo taking the shot has improved too. On it 
whole, ail the graphics seem to have had 
tweaking to iron out any glitches, What makes lt| 
pleasure to play Is the fact it does play like r* 
golf. There are plenty af challenges and courses 1 
keep you going, 

Bump 'N Burn isn't that well known am* 
Amiga owners - I'm sure only a handful have 
ally played it, I think ft was released when radi 
games were in their prime, and because of 
Bump N 1 Bum didn't even get a sniff. 

Basically, It's a racing game whereby you haw 
to survive the Bump N Burn championships. Ther. 
are several tracks of Toonia's seven kingdoms 
through these you will be expected to get bet 
and better until you are ready to compete ogair 
Count Chaos - the unbeaten champion. 

Bump 'N Burn is nothing special, The graphh 
don't particularly boast quality, and If doesn't 
as smoothly as it should, but as it's on a comj 
tion with two other great games, you can't ret 
complain - not for £29,99 anyway. 
























ULATQRS UNLIMITED 


Emulators Unlimited contains Sohwaie ■ 
laticn toots ror ih* Amiga a, PC Spread twsr 
the two platfa>nws are emulalots For Apple, 
BBC Commodore 64. Commodore V|C30, 
AmSdrad CPC, Apple Mac, Gametoy, Alan 
ST MSX. Apple^DO, Aten 800 Alaril &4©sla 
Sinclair QL Ljnlst and mow Alid t&almM 
hundreds d games. tools and demos lor use 
wiln mosl OH me emulators. 

NEMM1 


£0117) 


E10.M 


H 


j Retro gaming al it's besi Over 3CXXI all-time 
I classic spectrum games an one CD-ROM 
Emulators included For I ho Amiga F-lac Atari 
ST & PC Ides & Windows | . Games include 
Manic Minor, SkOOl CK17U, Monly mf*>. 
Startrek, Thrust Jel Sel Willy, The Hobbd 
Strip Poker, Danger Meuse The Sentinel 
M<fSi Olympics, Unckcr Wtirldo Undium, Alic 
I Atac, River raid Barbarian Hunchback end 
jtfwr classic spactmm games Including mL/lU-foarf g&nwi 
ffflrtdiu* ajst? coHalrts hundreds of dfccu- 
icatanng instructions For most games 
i St hundreds nt tpeccy cheats 
I to all ptadorms but requires the use or 
I la play the games 

?ECCY SENSATION 2 ourmmnt [CmMJ Sp «l 9 iei 7 jhi 



a 


ADULT SENSATION 7 

"** I' If A < - “■ 


Adult Sensation 2 features e whole new 
batch of nicikig hew Adurt mulenal including 
Thousands of 


graphic images, 
hundreds ol 
Adulb'sexy sound 

Hi o WW.FF A VOC Adult suirtt. 

] no- skalcr-t : . Hundreds cl Adult jokes. 

|.(jftMw we*r-d.slck or adutt ipamodonfl 
AVJIW Adult sensation 2 also contains 
Jidbzen original adufl music modules 
I itesj’C sexy samples. Not one tor Ibd Faint 
\ m JH STOCK NOW (OVER t8) 

JIT SENSATION 2 The new batch 



NEW111 

(CD 115} El 9-99 


SO- Ft Smafiok «S an ©spiting 
new CD-BOFif conlaining over 
lGIG »l SCI-Fl images, anima- 
tions, 3D objects, Sound FX. 
Documents, Themetunes ScJrpts 
fii SCt-FI games Subjects included 
are: BabylonEi, Slarlre*. «The twigi- 
naJ, TNG, Deep Space & Srtd 
Voyager). Batman. Dr Who, 
Thumderbirds, Rabococ, Sea Quest DSV. Blade-runner, Aliens, 
Terror hawks. 2001 BiikaT, Bohlestar Gak'vcllca, fron, Total 
Recal. 201 Q, Space 1999 ole. SCI-FI Sensation also includes 
hundreds ol miecetlanous 3D space crafl cpecis Hundreds of 
miscallanous sri i ^| r >s :l U SCl-R ffltrtlc and mOf», 


SCI p 

ff 

\ C 3 \ 



SCi-FI SEN 


I 



SATION double co {CDUi] C19M 



Graphics Ser saner is a collection 
gl the h*st graphics idols, 24tiii 
images, animations and Imagine & 
Lightwave object*. 30 ob|ootJ cat- 
egories include: Sioace iStartrek, 
BabylonS, robots etc) Animals, 
AvuSltom, Homo- (BfllhrOOm 
Kitchen, lumrture etc) Botany, 
Crocks, Computers Earth Food, 


Toys. Trees, Musical InstfUWhtS. Phenes. Sports Vehicles, edc 
Plus hundreds of texture Files. 


GRAPHICS SENSATION 


[CD-02] El 9.99 


Wend of Ciipert is a double CD- 
ROM conlaining around ao.QDO 
mono and colour clipart images 
| contained in over 100 
categories in IFF, GIF. PCX. 
CDR, EPS, TIF & BMP Tools 
for eoovatling Imig** Sn nndh 
; er tomnal are included for beth 
the PC A Amiga. StAjecLs 
» itwnalt Anatomy, 6ate»S, Mon, Women, Trees. 

. Insects . Xmas, Religious, Planes, Vehicles. Ships. 
:Bigns, Eye catchets, Humour, Cals, OoiJS. 

, Technology, Sealrtb, Sipaco Symbols, Royally. 
.Panls. Mature, Ads, Toots, Astrology, Hands 
. Off ica, workors. Cartoon, Lion King, 

.Rrod. Gardening. Holidays. Houses & Buildings, 
a, Children Banners Medieval. Miliary, Monsters, 
LSporia llootbih. gen Aerobic*, Olympics. etc|, 

. Tra ns. War and more. 

.D OF CLIPART Plus OOUBLE CD 


R 


# f' ^ 
< aJ^ 


* * 


* j 


(CD77J E 17.99 


l' 


Essential -ulr nos I* s cellecllisfi ot the most uS«M 
tools available Categonss include: graphics con- 
verters, text, music tools, Printer dmi&ts Virus 
killers memory utilities, Emulators, Ekismess appli- 
cations including Wo coprocessing, database, 
spreadsheets, diary i-yslewte We AUo tniilunss ewer 
I 3000 high quairly adobe fi truelype fonts. 

flAL UTILITIES Volume One <CDMj £t» ^ 


j2kJ 



This Professional 
Back-drops £ Icons 
fidHediop Volume 2 
is a superb set of 
high quality Oesklbp i 
backdrops [2S& 

CPlpUr fl-c'.turr: Sub- Ift31 
jects include: Girls, 

Space, Classic cars, 

Awcrait, Landscape*, lejcturw etc ) asweii as « hugb 16 ec- our 
backdrbp sal ol pictures, aswell as Thousands of Icons and 
Dozens of Screen B -inkers and Desklop !oo«s. For Ihe Amge 
Mw* is a massivd couedlofi d Mage Workbench extras, mckad- 
ing Icons, backdrops, 3 dock icons. NiWttl 

PRO. BACKDROPS & ICONS 2 (CD111) C19.99 


r \ 

/ \ 




Over 7,000 Lop quaJhy colour images . 
Sub|ects include, cals, aviation, ammafe. 
peop*o, hi lech space, bars. Irams, leu- 
lures, nature sports, pinups, boats, Hew- 
ers. fHamlS. swwons. birds. liSChflOlegy. 
rayiraced. cartoons, faniasy, art. reptiles 
and dozens more subjects 
The CD fpr pfMtfrtfatnar arid TV-sikfbp pubbstwg wodr 



GIF SENSATION ^ Wlt TOUBLf ™ (C diis> eis,m 


Arcade Classics is an pnglnal 
COlfifcrtiOo Of ALL your oW 
arcade Favountes Including 
Amiga £ PC vertulnsn* ot 
P AC MAN, SPACE MVADERS 
ABTERIODS, MISSILE COM- 
MAND. PENGO. FROGGER. 
LOAD RUNNER GALAX1ANS, 
DONKEY KONG, NUMEflCXJS 
TETFitS GAMES. BAtTLEZONE. TEMPEST COMBAT 
TRON. SPACE WARZ. THRUST Q-EERT, HUNCHBACK 
MOON PATROL TRAIL BLAZER, BREAKOUT, CENTRE- 
PED6, CYCLES BEZERK. SNAKE SCRAMBLE PtNG 
PONG. BREAKOUT NUMEROUS C&fl CONVERSIONS, A 
COLLECTION OF JEFF M INTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS 


MORE Over ECOrr-b or unforgetlable retro-gaming. 
This CD will keep you busy for months!!' 

Floppy drive wejuirort. Keyboard recommended. 



ARCADE CLASSICS NFW511 


(CD7fc) Now £14.99 




m 
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Contains our most papular llbppy based Sort- 
ware tihes on one giant CD-ROM Now you 
can purchase Ihe enl i e Epic cpileciipn m om> 
g<J This OTnnpilation contains hundreds ol 
megabytes d Amiga aoflwa/e. 3ub«ects 
tteluda Pmleas*einal mdrto clipart , edldrur di- 
fkarl, numesrtus 3D objects For Imagine A Lightwave. Colour Bitmap. 
Compugraphk Fonts fi. Adobe Fonts Graphics converters Music tuton i s 
Beginners guide, 30 stereogram ganwalots. Hundred* OF Sound FX and 
samplos, Virus Killers. Maid disi installer 3. tools. Various Hardware pro- 
jeds. A number ol classic demo's, hunmeds of garries mchidlng Shod --m 
ups Mind teasers Pu7?te card ancsdfl and board aamos. The laiest 
Assassins games & the latest LSD utilities are also inciudeo. Dozens of 
Emulators are Included The Epic palleirhKin CD-ROM is undated !>■ month 
ty. Shd usei updates ore avai’inble to rogisleimd users lor as jusl £9.99, this 
means you can have Ihe very tales t range at sottwAie regularly winnm 
having Ed keep ptifdhsrtyg h(W CD-ROMs You- Simply return your Epic col- 
lodion CD-ROM. we II up-date >1 and send il straig”! back, to you, li e as 
easy as that. 'Supplied with ponied Index booklet 

THE EPIC COLLECTION GOLD Newm 



A superb CD-ROM for all STaFhTREK tans, 
contains Hundreds Of graphic images in IFF 
S G IF tram the very First 
senes too the very latest 
fllmfrariM Dozens oF IFF 
and WAV sound samples 
Ara fllsp mclutted iiswoll es 
bolh the Next Generation & 
ongmaf Slartrek Theme 

runes. AHo rtdudM dozwit Of Silflrtk ammefions In both | 

Amiga anin-i 4 FLI a number oi Startrek games for toe 
Amiga £ RC are also included UPDjfyn V£Rg|Q|j 

STARTREK MULTIMEDIA GOLD (CD04) £27,99 



Thts anginal time lable 
includes over b one sto- 
ne* cewanng kqy evenls 
m business, poirlics and 
media from the Tro^n 
horse lo Desert Storm 
Slones are linked to excit- 
ing mummatlwi *rt(»cl4 including hundred* oi 
graphics, sounds maps, £, charts Every word in every dory is 
ihor-Anfied So an olhx?r sScrtes with the seme word Just obcls £ go 
ArtPlh&f superb multi-media encyclopedia 

TIME TABLE OF HISTORY 


C64 SENSATION “ Blast from the Past” (coiaa) 



Fealures hundreds of alNIme clMStC C64 game*. 
Over 10.000 commodore 64. Megademcs. over 
3Umb at classic CtH game tunes end loeos more. 



Ihe Gnsllsf etechgmic M-ull-wnKlin rhitoyclopwlla 
contains thousarxfs or pages of information on 
every subj&.jf, with Thousands of great coloui 
ptwiliogruphs and ilkrelralions arvd hundrods ol 
Bound chps from the BBC Ihra CD-ROM is san 
essential purchase ret all CD-ROM users 
SuHe ble on any Amiga contigu ration 


I'Tj ■- ! i | GROLIER ENCYCLOPEDIA Ver * Ji;H>a fcp^j Special Eaa.99 







A complete reference tbfsryot 


| nrcint frfngp anct^Uer- 

Jnwmbfi words 


: MYSTERIES 


raifue mMy. 40 1 
H EMT 2300 (mT flbs- Gcve^- 
UFOS, Anere: A oovaupe, The 
JFK conspiracy, pofeo. AtemEthe 
mexkre . teroi. anTn leedfiki 
I Aslicts^ry. F^jgjinr^ni mere 


(CQl3fi] E2L99 



AM1NET7 


Aminet 7 i h ovemhor 95 j 
ccnlains a round S0Chmb oi 
now data catagories include 
Thousenda of lools, games 
demo's, music modules, soil' 
ware patches AGA software 
1ea1u*»i an easy lo use front 
end and seamh faciMy. 

(CD124f 1 14.99 



Adurt Sensalion Volume- One 
contains cv©f 4.000 high 
qual ty colour photographs of 
gtvnour girls This CD will 
take you months to ponder 
through, Only suiiabto 1m 
humans ever the aoe oF 1 B 
end under the age of 65 

ADULT SENSATION (cooii Eia.ag 


TF.e F J rofessional Desktop 
Video CD ROM contams 
hundreds of lop quality anti- 
alias Fonts fcotour & mono), 
original backdrop textures 
symbots.SD ob|ec1s, desktop 
ul 9il es high qua lily desktop 
video clipart, and mow 

DESKTOP VIDEO CD (cossj eh.sb 



The colour library ecmilflins 
thousands or top quality 
colour cHpart images for use 
in any paint or DdSklop pub- 
lishing package Dozens or 


LUCK V 

C7XR 1 


dtouijluf aubjods included 
Inc: 


Transport. Animals. 
PpOpto, Technology, efc 

i COLO UR LB R AR Y <cdi tu.w 


Lucky Dip vclumo one edn- 
lains hundreds ol games 
d*mcs, clipart, fwrt*. ttnusto. 
lools. graphics iftilitles, 

A SuimdrX 

Samples ano loads more. 

At |Mti £* 90 ri s a bargain 1 1" 

| 'FREE wfi any onjor eve 1 E254U 



Create your own faEcmatmg 


3D slerpogram imatyw con- 
IdoIs as 


tains numerous tocls as well 
as hundreds -of pre-tendared 
pictures and hundreds more 
tor you to render ypur $e?1 
Very easy to use. 



Includes over 3dOG high 
qudMy colbui linages and 
over j 700 officia.! documents 
C wiring evbry Shuhle (n*s 
S‘on Dehie into Ihe hislory 
and encItArtwit cF rh^ Spae* 
Shuttle encyctopedia. 


*LUCKY DIP Volume 1 icd 4 ^i ia .99 


ILLUSIONS 3D 


(CD54) E9.93 


THE SPACE SHUTTLE (CDiafl ti^n 


; Marketing 
ma Centre. 

\ /ictona.Rd, ga* 

don. W^fs. h 
f 3BU . UK 


UK Mail Order / Enguiry fine. 

01793 490988 


Fax Order isns. d"i 


11 4-| 



(AU STRALI A ) 
If you Ive n Atestralia or New^ZEMtirX'f you can now 
any d the above CD ROM titles irorn our Sydney based 
pnsnEes Sejndyour orders orenqui riea lo: 

CoS SSSft epic 36 Fcrvst fk*xi fteffiote, rtSW. 2233, 

Fcf#FTfc»IMp*-?*o Him Fo rpriiiW^i A.i PUW»Wltt**Tdi't fa^*»tJ*tt£g< 


WAIL tsp^nS-, 
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Doom and Gloom 






PUBLISHER 


OuildtiaU Leisure 


DEVELOPER 


DISKS 


In-house 
£ 29.99 

e 

2 

E3 

Yes 

U 1 1 i 

msilk 

A 1200 


HD INSTALL 


SUPPORTS 


! 



rom the title and the screenshots, I can 
guess what all you readers are expect- 
ing. it looks like Doom and sounds like 
Doom, but more Importantly, does it 
ploy like Doom? 

There's no escaping the fact that the 'in' game 
at the moment is Doom. . on the PC. Everyone 
seems to want to make a dose version of It on the 
Amiga - it’s rumoured there are many more to 
come* 

Some people believe Doom on the Amiga Is 
just not possible, and I agree with them. Others 
believe or hope to believe that Doom will grace 
their Amiga screens soon. I feel it will never be 
reproduced on the Amiga because of the tech* 
nical differences between the PC and the Amiga 
However, If E scorn do produce a PC that's Amiga 
based then I'll have to believe it when I see if, Until 
then, I won't be holding my breath, 

Gloom is basically a 3D shoot 'em -up that con- 
tains the most violence ever witnessed There is an 
option to switch It to either meaty or messy. If 
messy is selected, as soon as you fire a bullet at 
one of the opposing soldiers they will burst into lit- 
tle bits and leave an awful mess on the floor 
which you will have to walk through. You can 
imagine after shooting quite a few soldiers that 
the floor won't remain In its shiny, polished state. 

You are basically thrown Into a futuristic Space 


Other gomes following this genre are Allen 
Breed 3D, Fears, Behind the Iron Gate, and 
more recently Citadel from the Polish team 
Arrakis Software - previewed in this issue. Gloom 
has a fair amount of competition to get through 
and each one is looking excellent. Can Doom 
finally be reproduced on the Amiga? From 
whot we've seen of these efforts already, it's 
getting there, I'm beginning to change my 
mind completely, 


Those two human p layers are staring straight fit 
each other. However, one of them is Invisible 


Hulk maze which looks remarkably like the | 
scenery used in the film Aliens, and the idea is tc 
get out - alive. This Is not such an easy task] 
because there are literally hundreds of foot sol- 
diers and bare chested madmen to plough] 
through. These and huge robots will stand in yot, 
way., firing bullets ten times the power of yc 
own. 

Throughout the game bonuses are available 


Reviewed by Andy Maddock 





The graphics do appear very blacky 
here, although, thankfully, the screen 
resolution can be changed 


Reducing the size of the 
window speeds up (he 
game immensely 


feliKrim 




















Vqut team Jea der will 
advize you whsf to / 
look out for , Don't ■ 
take Itis adeicet 
Hlds #n a comer 
come where 
nfldtead 


£ as soon as 
you fire a bullet 
at one of the 
opposing 
soldiers they will 
burst into little 
bits and leave 
an awful mess 
on the floor • 


jr collection which can affect your health and 
inng power, A huge gun with a full weapon boost 
, essential for disposing the bigger robots. 

There are plenty of options to choose from 
before you begin the game, including a two- 
[ player split screen where you can chase your 
[opponent around a sealed maze with only your- 
setand a gun, You can also play Gloom through 
a serial link connecting two Amiga's together so 
you can both play using a full screen, 

The Amiga 1200 has, in the post, been able to 
rn out some quite speedy graphics, although 
jthing has to be sacrificed for this. For more 
speed, the variety or amount of sprites usually 
deteriorates immensely. In Gloom's case, the vari- 
ety of sprites is lacking and during the later levels 
the amount of sprites does affect the speed. 

I there are three main locations and in these 
here are some sub- missions where you have to 
reach the exit. There are no real missions such as 
rescuing colleagues which is a shame because it 
gives the game a plot and a storyline, which 
ptoom unfortunately hasn't got 

As said before, the level of violence Is quite 



high. After shooting someone with a bullet they 
won't be content with falling to the floor and dis- 
appearing, but throw themselves violently into the 
air while spreading their various organs over the 
wall On occasions I have noticed that if you get 
too close to an exploding body, it will squirt spots 
of blood on to your own face. By the end of a par- 
ticularly nasty level you will find that your face will 
be covered In blood, partially covering the 
action. 

Now, the bit that you've all been 
waiting for - the speed. Well, it 
depends you see. During the game, 
pressing escape will bring up on option 
for you to. change the screen resolution 
and size of the actual playing window, It you 
choose a high screen resolution the window 
size will automatically be reduced, You can 
play with a small window to emphasise 
speed, or with a full screen fa emphasise 
the action, They both work well so it's up 
to you 

The actual character sprites 
do appear very blocky when 
you get reasonably close - 
although to increase the 
speed, the floor and ceiling 
graphics can be switched off 


title Screen sets (he 
scene delicately. Are you 
ready to slice seme bodies 
up and oat their remaining 
entrails? Hot here 
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Toil have to he very careful when attempting 
ta apart one of these doors. Lets of bare 
chested madmen wilt appear 


Although the whole idea of these 
games is to get on a par with Doom on 
the PC, as I've said before there's 
absolutely no way I am going to com- 
pare the two. There's no point in say- 
ing Doh, it's rubbish. If looks nothing 
like Doom on the PC' because it's not 
supposed to, I'm not going to give it a 
low score because if doesn't match 
the PC version of Doom - I am going 


to mark it purely for Gloom itself, as □ 
game. The graphics are the best yet 
for .games of this ge nre. Gloom is com- 
pletely packed with smooth graphics, 
a huge challenge and most of all 
action and excitement. It's certainly 
the best attempt yet, although with 
other similar efforts only weeks from 
completion, only time will fell which 
one will rise above the rest. 
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he fun strategy puzzlers a re usually met 
with on enthusiastic response from the 
gomes playing public, and you only 
hove to look at the success of Cannon 
Fodder and the many Lemmings 
games to see this. So it is perhaps a little curious 
that there hasn't been a whole host of these titles 
flooding the market, employing this simple but 
highly addictive concept, 

That Is until now, with both Gametek and 
Mi netscape spotting a potential gap in the gam- 
ing world. Gametekfs title, Baldies, (previewed a 
couple of months ago) is near to release and 
Mlndscape are well into production of their 


Previewed by Tina Hackett 


Troops 



A two-playtir frame' should provide 
an amusing chaffeiiga 



Control your army of troops 
through the icon-based interface 


Graphics promise to he 
colourful and imaginative 


^ Tiny Troops puts 
you in charge of a 
small army and it s 

down to you to 
direct them to do 
certain tasks } 


offering, Tiny Troops. Tiny Troops puts you r| 
charge of a small army and it's down to you ' 
direct them to do certain tasks, There are t\ 
warring factions, the Klutes and Furfarians, 
have been in battle for 450 years. This has caus 
serious damage to their planet, so rather tf 
continuing to wreck their home they travel to 
Earth to continue with their dispute, 

Vou are given a top-down view of the see 
nario, enabling you to see exactly what is golr 
on In each battle. To control the game you 
an icon- based interface, clicking on the relevant! 
Icon to carry out your orders. To speed things ul I 
you can access a small map which means yoii| 
can move your troops around quickly. 

Objectives will vary in strategy from complete! 
destruction to rescue attempts to assassination J 
Armoured vehicles can also be used which wr 
provide variety. 

The finished game should feature a massive 7^ 
different battles spread over a variety of cok 
fully designed levels and as well as these missk 
the player will also have to face six progress^ 
harder end-of-level baddies. 

As you can see from the screenshots (PC - 1 
th© Amiga version will look almost identic! 
graphics opt for a fun feel and by enlarging 
everyday objects - such as the plugs and so on ■ 
you do a get a very appealing style. 

Expect Tiny Troops around October, 


Midget gems 



The usual one-player made will be available but 
this sort of action lends Itself nicely to o multi- 
player game, Mlndscape have catered for th! 
so you will be able to link two Amiga's for a 
bigger multi-player game or compete In 
head-to-head battle on one machine. In sing 
player mode, the computer opponents learr 
from their mistakes, so will act more intelligent 
and effectively, making for a tough challenge 




The computer opponents learn from 
thair mis rakes, providing longevity 
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Assassins Ultimate Games 


tie Assassins hove been one of the 
premium PD companies around, 
producing compilation after com- 
pilation of excellent PD games. 
Weird Science have managed to put 
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Supplier: Weird Science 
Price: £17.99 CP32; Yes 

together a CD full of games and utilities 
that have previously been released before. 

The floppy disk collections from 1 to 200 
are all archived on to the CD and require 
dearchiving via Workbench - although the 
actual games can be run immediately from 
easy-to-use menus. There are a bundle of 
games all categorised Into sections and 
then alphabetical order, and these range 
from arcade games to card, puzzle and 
quiz games. 

The utilities are all packed as DMS files 
which need to be dearchived on to floppy 
disks, A disk masher program is included but 
the UNDMS command will still need to slide 
into the C: directory on your hard drive The 
utilities are a selected bunch of audio and 
graphic disks, featuring mods and anims. As 



mentioned before, there are o tremendous 
amount of games on the CD - archived 
and otherwise. However, all of them have 
previously been on Assassins floppy disks, so 
I must advise you that if you do happen to 
own a large quantity of Assassins' PD disks 
already, I suggest you look elsewhere, 

At £17.99, the CD is priced quite 
high, but if you want quality it looks as 
though you'll have to pay for it. 



CD-ROM go 


Billy 1,8* 


Arcade Classics 


Supplier: Epic Software 
Price: £9.99 CP32: No 




can guarantee that you will have 
played most games on this CD, as sev- 
eral versions of fhem are still knocking 
about in a dark corner of a pub some- 
where in the world. During the '80s these games 
were flying around all the best arcades in the 

country. Oh, how we hate advances 

In technology! 

Fragger, Space Invaders, Defender, 
Tetris. Missile Command and Pacman 
are ail included on this CD, along with 
500 others. Each one is an actual vari- 
ation on the original so if won't be an 
exact arcade copy but a dose Amigo 
version. Incidentally, a couple of goes 
on Golaxian on the arcade would 
probably have set you back about 
IQp. Nowadays, with the addition of 
virtual arcades, £3 60 is the set price - 
just for one measly go. 

It's astonishing how the gomes have 
advanced so much, yet classics like 
Space Invaders still have greater 
playability and challenge than some of the 
brand new games in today's market, The best 
game in the arcade had fa be Fragger a game 
I'm sure you'll remember Vou had to guide a 



small green frog across a very busy road and 
then a rushing stream containing floating logs, 
One of the premium classics, ! r m sure you’ll 
agree. 

As this Arcade Classics CD-ROM is the first of 
many - being Volume 1 - there could be a 
whole host of old classics gracing your Amiga 
screen soon. For £9.99 you can't go wrong, and 
although If may not appeal to the younger 
gamers out there, it will certainly please the 
older among you. 

Comparing today's market prices. £9.99 seems 
like absolutely nothing at all. Five hun- 
dred games for absolutely nothing at ail frig 
seems a real bonus to me. 
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Speccy Sensation 


Supplier PD Soft 
Price: £14.99 CD32: No 


ooking back over the last ten years - sitting 
now with an Amiga 1 200 with a hard drive 
and a CD-ROM drive - you con finally for- 
give and forget. No more worries about a 
10 minute loading duration only to find a lope load- 
ing error flashing boastingly across the screen. Oh, 
how/ those days are forgiven, 

All your old favourites that you'd gladly wait a life- 
time to load are now draught gleefully onto the CD- 
POM, Five hundred titles that will have you reminisc- 
ing with your friends within minutes. The greats such 
as Marne Miner, Skool Daze, ATV Simulator, Saboteur 


□no Everyone's A Wally are all included - loading up instantly via an easy-to-use menu system 

One problem that can be experienced when running 
Spectrum games on the Amiga is that the games are 
exceptionally slow. This is because of the different pro- 
cessing speeds between the two machines. However 
the games on this CD don r t seem to slow down and os 
said before, load in seconds. 

People who used to use the Spectrum frequently will 
get the most out of this CD. "What's the point, though?' I 
hear you say. People tend to leave these CDs alone, 
maybe because their experience with the Spectrum 
wasn't a good one. or they still hove theirs and claim that 
if they want to play the games they'll fish them out from 
a box in the corner of the attic. 

Don't bother - for £14.99 you may as well save 
yourself the trouble, i con guarantee you'll slide 
deeply into old times. 






public 

Reviewed by Andy Maddock 


Power Games 


Supplier: PD Soft 
Price: £7.99 CD32: Yes 



:tion 



ower Games from PD Soft is anorher games 
CD-Rom containing Public Domain and 
shareware games. Once again they are 
categorised into headings, such as sport, 
and puzzle, etc, there are more than 500 
s all available to you through one of the most 
ndly menu systems ever. Once you've found a 
e it will take you a while to actually select it 
a use you'll find yourself looking at Instructions or 
sr information when you thought you'd selected 
game itself 

This is because when you select □ particular box. 

highlight around the outside is very faint and it's difficult to see what you've selected, Although the 
claims to be compatible with the CD32, some of the games fail to work which seems very pointless. 

Also, you will recognise or hove heard of some of the games, but 
others you will have no idea what they are - and most of them 
aren't really worth the time of day. There are 500 Public 
Domain games included on the CD, but there are not many 
of outstanding quality - however they are reasonable none- 
tbe-less. 

The menu system, as mentioned before, is very unfriendly, It 
gives the game's name and a short description, along with the 
creator's name, Although It may seem that a lot of time has 
been spent putting this CD together, it is clearly very rough 
around the edges. The unfriendly menu system together with the 
exceptionally bad choice of games makes this CD only 
just worth its asking price. Having said that, there isn't 
much else knocking around for only £7.99. 



'0 


• It's astonishing 
how the games 
have advanced 
so much, yet 
classics like 
Space Invaders 
still have greater 
playability and 
challenge than 
some of the 
brand new 
games in 
today's market* 
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PUBLISHER 


Oametek 


DEVELOPER 


Software Sorcery 


PRICE 


TBA 


DISKS 


2 



SUPPORTS 


All Amlgas 


D ike Hollywood sequels, the software 
industry will churn out gome after 
gome based on the same tried and 

tested formula, It's not always a bad 

thing - after ali. some sequels make 
vast improvements over the originals - but there 
comes a time when repackaging the same 
goods Is going to leave the audience jaded. 

In gaming, no genre is more repetitive in its 
content than the beat-'em-up. The popularity of 
its most Impressive incarnations has lead software 
houses to come back for more rich picking with 
games that vary little apart from slightly 
enhanced graphics and bloodier special effects 
Years after the beat- 'em- up's birth, however, 
even the laziest developers have been trying to 
give their new combat gomes □ vaguely fresh 
twist. Spectacular metomorphosising finishing 
moves, international locations and a greater 
range of bizarre characters have been wheeled 
In to inject new fighting spirit into the proceedings 
With robots and street fighters behind us, 
Gametek are going for a new angle with a game 
featuring cute but deadly critters as its muscle- 
bound contenders. Named Brutal: Paws of Fury, 
this new title steers away from the realistic visual 
approach of Mortal Kombat In favour of more 
humorous, cartoon-like charicatures. 

The simple storyline bears □ For Eastern flavour 
with lots of sayings from bogus mystic □ I teaching 
padding out the ten characters' backgrounds. 
Choosing from creatures like Kung Fu Bunny, Tai 
Cheetah or Kendo Coyote, players fight it out in 
o competition to find the world's best fighter. 

Graphically. Brutal is only slightly above aver 
age, with reasonably well drawn characters play- 
ing out the action against varied but unimpressive 
locations, In compensation, however, the game's 
contenders have been mode more lively with the 
addition of characteristic gestures and moves. 
Anyone who experienced the ludicrous 



Panther shows off 
one of his lower level 
special moves 


After two successful fights, the 
Kendo Coyote acquires m new 
mere m (lie training section 



At the end of a fight this screen gives 
accuracy statistics white commentary 
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The instigator of the whole competition 
is the Dali Llama, a creature armed with 
some devastating special powers 
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Furry but flawed 


Unfortunately, Brutal is let dawn by some Irritat- 
ing flaws, one of which occurs in the mountain 
scene where characters die if they fait off the 
edge of the combat platform, The problem is 
that the bon opponent that Inhabits this loca- 
tion has the habit of careering off the edge 
before the player has had a chance to touch 
him - or at least that's so in earlier levels, 

The inclusion of a password system for each 
character is vital especially when you've 
gained access to a good range of special 
moves. The fact that this currently doesn't seem 
to work gives further cause for concern, 



Lean the Lien is 
one of the belter 
Ghd ricd Cures 
ffranJcs to the 
addition of some 
humorous 
mannerisms 


Brutal 



, mokes acquiring them more challenging and sat’ 
if, ng. After defeating two opponents, players 
rise in rank and enter a training session in which 
hey have three chances to learn a joystick 
Sequence, If they successfully imitate it they have 
cess to that move from ther on, 
there are a vast number of these moves to be 
earnf . and greater experience yields more pow- 
erful and spectacular combinations, This 
ooch could do much to give the beat-'env 
ap the durability it traditionally lacks, thanks to the 
term rewards it provides Putting the fighting 



moves Into practice is also satisfying. On earlier 
levels a few simple kicks will get you for - possibly 
too for - bul more variety and imagination 
becomes necessary on higher levels. Thankfully, 
no move is so complex that It's Impossible to string 
a series of them together in a fluid attack 
sequence. 

Of course its possible to play against a friend 
with different characters and alter difficulty 
levels, of which there are plenty to choose from, 
and there are the usual karate sound effects 
accompanying the action, 


Final word 


The game's modest appearance does little to 
inspire excitement on the first viewing of Brutal 
Paws, The cartoon characters make an appeal- 
ing change in the genre, but the qualify of the 
graphics doesn't match up to top selling rivals on 
tie Amiga, Surprisingly, the game overcomes this 
handicap by combining a few innovations with 
enjoyable gomeplay, Training to acquire a 
broader repertoire of moves did much to salve 
the? problem of giving a combat game a long- 
term challenge, and Its highly in keeping with 
the martial arts' theme. 

A word of warning for those who eat this type 
of game for breakfast: I'm no ace gameplayer, 
but by starting on an easy level I managed to 
acquire all the special moves to progress 


through the game until I almost finished on Its 
highest difficulty - and that was on my first game. 

This problem can be avoided by starting the 
gome on a higher level to start with, because it 
then becomes hard to get each of those power- 
ful advanced moves. Nevertheless, considering 
now experienced most players are in this genre, 
the developers should have mode Brutal a 
bit tougher from the outset. This is not a damning 
criticism, however, 

What's more worrying is the fact that the pass- 
word system didn't work, which seriously detracts 
from the long-term playability, Providing 
Gamete k sort this and q few other minor flaws 
out. however, this beat-’em-up could be a wor- 
thy addition to your game shelf, 


^ Brutal Paws 
of Fury steers 
away from the 
realistic visual 
approach of 
Mortal Kombat 
in favour of 
more 

humorous, 
cartoon -like 

charicatures j 
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Sampras and Courier 
locked deeply into 
baffle - the number 
one and two seeds 


ow Wimbledon has finally packed up 
□nd gone home - the event no* the 
place - 1 can finally come out of hid- 
ing as I absolutely hate It, more than 
anything in the world, How the foot- 
ball season is underway I'm so much happier. 

What really annoys me Is the fact the specta- 
tors can lounge in the sun with strawberries and 
cream and us football fans have to stand up In 
the pouring rain with a bovril every week! Why 
don't we switch them around - football In the 
summer, tennis In the winter, Ha, let s see how 
many of them turn up In the freezing cold, 
only to see the match rained off. 

Newcomers Blitzware set out to 
change my mind completely with 
their new product Center Court, 
a rival for Pro Tennis Tour which 
has to be the greatest tennis 
i game on the Amiga. I'm sure 
you're all familiar with the 
game of tennis, and even if 
you don't understand the 
! rules, I'm sure you've all seen 
' It once sometime, Center 
Court isn't merely just a quick 
game, there's a huge career 
feature involved. 

Basically, the idea behind a 
, career in tennis is to enter as many 
r competitions as possible and win 
, them - picking up quite a hefty sum of 
money In the process, All the players are 
seeded before you begin and their seeding 
will change after each tournament - depending 
where they finished and how many points they 
acquired. 

At the moment Pete Sampras is the number 
one seed, but if other players win matches and 
trophies they will eventually take over the 'Gp 
spot. The most money is won by coming first in all 
the tournaments and staying number one in the 
world rankings. That way you can be sure you'll 



The tIHa screen in ail rt« glory. If actually 
locks quite carfoony, doesn't It? 


Graphic enhancemen 


The graphics shown in the screenshois are goir 
to be enhanced, as the shots here are early pic 
tures of the action and don't really reflect r 
the gameploy yet- Overall, it s all comli 
together quite well, and if the graphics ce 
match the game play then it could bet. or 
another winner, 

be top of the prize money league. 

You can enter your own name and edit y 
own personal characteristics. If you wish to he 
speedy player, you may have to sacrifice 
accuracy or power All the characters are r 
sonably matched, only appearing distinctive 
one or two areas. The other competitors start d 
far better than you, although after a tew found 
ments your rating will gradually improve. 

LIFE-LIKE 

From the screenshots you will notice that _ 
number of them are digitised and feature oe* 
shots from real-life situations. These only appeal 
you win a particular trophy, but it is quite nice 
see same pleasant graphics which reflect on y 
success. 

At the moment you can have a single m 
against the computer or anything up to tf 
human players at once. This is an excellent ic 1 
because you can all take pari in a dou 
match. There are over 90 real players inciu 



Th« /natch options, You can aalect anything 
up to 3 four-piayer game here 



Center looks Jrho Jt J * going to 
be a bit of a graphical feast 







From the 
taurnamo'nf 
screen you 
can view aft 
the different 
player’s 
statistics, to 
hetp yaw find 
their 

weaknesses 


* 

^ Center Court 
isn't merely just 
a quick game, 

there's a huge 
career feature 
involved j 


with their own individual statistics and attributes 
They have also been made-up to look like their 
Counterparts. 

For instance, John McEnroe sports a rather 
nifty headband, but sadly, he doesn't involve 
himself in all the fracas he usually gets Into. Andre 



The Wimbledon-like tennis court - nice ond 
green, but wearing in (he centre 


Previewed by Andy Maddock 


Agassi is recognised easily by his rather fetching 
cap and Baris Becker by his ginger locks. 
Throughout your career you are given the option 
whether to take part in a particular tournament 
or not. If you do you may win it or even acquire 
some money for the runners-up spot, but if 
you don't take part at all, your ranking won't 
increase and you II be left sniffling at the 
bottom of the league with a lower rating than a 
cabbage. 

If you select the career option you will be able 
to access all the other players' statistics and their 
rankings and also see the points table. These are 
all very useful when It comes to playing an oppo- 
nent you are unsure about. 

The actual match sequences are very addic- 
tive and contain oil the various shots contained in 
tennis, such as forehands, backhands, smashes, 
diving shots and volleys. All of these can be per- 
formed very easily with the slightest movements 
with the joystick. 

Acid Software, the makers behind Skidmarks 
are distributing Center Court Tennis. As it is pro- 
grammed In Blitz Basic there's no reason why it 
can't be of the same quality as Skidmarks. We'll 
have to wait and see, 






ISSUE 6 NOW IN 


LSD COMPENDIUM 1 £14,99 
LSD COMPENDIUM 2 El 7,99 
TAB lOTHHh FOfl ONLY I19.NI 

Each CDs pocked with hard 
*o find utilities, games, graphics & 
demos! Easy to use menu requires 
kjckstart 2,0 i- 


NETWORK CD El 3.99 
NETWORK CABLE £10.99 

BUY THEM BOTH FOR £11.99 

The network CD & Cable 


allows a CD32 to be linked to any 
other Amigo.. giving fLii file access 
to any GDI 


IMAGINE CD £36.99 
One of the mosl 
complete eoftections of 
tesrtuies, attributes, objects 
and boakgrounds ova- table for 
maqdne users. 


POWER GAMES BMW 
A collection of over 5C( 
supeib PD games for 
any CD rom plottrccn 


including CD32I All titles included 
run direct from the CD! 


ASSASSINS CD £1 7 99 
The most comptete and 
easy to use games CD 
available. Titles am direct 
from *ho CD cm AW Rom drve r 
incuding CD32! interface is a very 
easy to use custom menu. 


lHfc LIGHT ROM £36,99 
THE I IGHT ROM 2 £36.1 

BUT THEM tOTH FOt EM.I 

If you have bghtwervo. ttian these j 
are a must buy 1 if you intend lo ft 
raytroc ng sertoustyl reccomm 


1 7 BJ- COLLECTION £27.99 
1 7 &f CONTINUATION £9.99 
17 BIT PHASt 4 £17.99 

TAKE ALL 3 HT$ FOR IM.tfll 

Each CD contains hundreds of -disks 
from our library, -with an ecasy to use 
point, click & dearchive menu I 


WE HAVE IUII If MODE CD TITUS IK HOCK! CALL IS Ftffi NEW kELUlEf! 




AMINET 4 £9.99 
^*1 AMINET 5 El 2 99 
i AMINET 6 £14.99 
£ AMINET 7 £14.99 

AMINET 4 DISK SET* ££*.99 

Includes entire contents of Aminet 
1 to 4. plus 2 2D MB at NEW DATA! 


ZOOM CD 
MEETING PEARLS II 
DA CAPO CD 
GATEWAY CD 

pov gay cd 

NSK3H1 DINOSAURS 
WORLD INFO 96 
G&OJERS 2 CD 
ANlMAl iONS CO 
SPECCT SENW-QN5 
HOirESI 5 
3D ARENA 
(JLUMDKA 1 & 2 
EC MOL'S a SFK 


Active 8c Gcound A-jo's Lddtsil PL tidese 
650 MS Of New PD S9twrre 
Ovef > 400 O! Ine ties) Aws dYe-Mierc M 
NET B93 a. Internet Tods Fur fiertget * I 
Imogas* Scenes, Sauce Cala UNs A ff»sl 
A Corrals* QeVt* src<3 Guae For The Dnal 
An Ygu Need: To Know AiDCXit Every Courry 
Superb UpcKSed EncytapedkJ- 
7 CD’s Fui Or Amgo Wrmotiansi 
HuKkeds Ot Speesey Gorrts. a LmJcf owl 
PD Sclts Ley esc ubrory Release Wfl h Bocfclet 
Supi^b CdieJlon For At 3D Users 
A 2 CD Cdiecfton Of M JNnetae ResoiMceE 
thousand? Or Sampes A M odupesi 


Cl 9 . 99 
t 9 W 
£74 M 
C 9.99 
tl9 9? 
£24 99 
£39.99 
£2699 

t 

ci ?.?; 
£1799 
£22-99 
£19,99 
£ 9.97 




TIGT51JRF0 

AS Ycxj Ne^i 1 5*Jf TN 
intemei '■ ;/■ vMmta 

I The 6 • •'*.< h • . »? A-fli 
Muecjo Gji F| C-noDai 
I tFF’s Guuk? : i-elncJ 
L ArvU M. Ony Lfjl 


r IWI*VnH| 

IttigMedSeq^b^FHI 
Cteb 'ftir Ctpy Non For S?i 
t?5cf!sfc9e 

l W2S aBoCCLSHCKI 


HOME APPIICATIOI 

LOOTS CH rive MaePopJ 
Hcrre LPfis AelndudB 
Ihs TO D* Sen Accetiri 

C»gprtser5 r A fiofl 
, VouNomelli All Fo tYJ 


dliliFlciT 

im:oc< no\ 

L £ 14.99 


WE WILL DO CHJP 0EETTD W 
OR EVEN t£*T M CD ADAS] 
tofHERE. Kd CSCeSI 

SIDMffi 


T'lCm^ (yhn Y >.i ‘PthOMM 

BlardWte^n^tMliyl 
Stpeio Pact L>l 1 il Lul 
New loins, Fonts a Du Mi 
A3 Fa £99% j 


TEXTURE GA1LERV £36.99 
This double CD set 
contains over 1 .3 GIG of 
textures In TARGA, JPEG. 
IFF. PICT, SGI & TIFF formats Fferfecf 
far use with any 3D program such as 
Imagine ar lightwave 1 


GOLDFISH VOL 1 £26-99 
GOLDFISH VOL 2 £26-99 

tllf ION Tins F0IM.tt! 

I Spread over A CDs. these sets corttoin 
of! of the Fred Fish library la 19951 
1 Hundreds of uiilfflesl 


MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT 2 

£22.991 

OOU3LE CD! 

H’ir . r -$P Fonts, clpart, coieets 
24 firl Images, 25C MB ot samples 
& mods from the M.U.G, ncludes 
the FULL Q ctgmed 5-04! & MORE I! 

IMAGINE ENHANCE £39 .99 
Contains exclusive data 
covering oUjects,rrirQps. 
fonts, backdrops, demos 
land picture gaitory plus other variove 
bits & bats to enhance yo'JT images. 


ESI 1 9SS 


PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 


PLEASE r ,OTE : oi .13 A FRACTION OF ‘HE D SK5 ,VE ^TOJN AiE LISTED ON Th 5 / 1 
FOR A COMPLEX LIST OF THE 5000 1 DiSKS WE STOCK, ASK FOR A FREE CAIALOS 




3342 MORTAL KUMQUAT 3 
T'SO Guesses What This !□ 

X3841 ST-RANSB CARD SET 
For All Klondi^t'-S 
X3B40 BEAVIS CARD SET 
For Klondike 1 2 4 3 
X3B33 MAfJGA MANIACS 
Ancih? r Klondike Card-WL 
3S30 GALLEONS 
2 Fleyer 3P ShiDdcm Game 
3637 i:Afi> ACT OF WAR HELPER 
Tips Mapi ft Loads OrHetp 
3436 4ABI BLACK PAWNS 
A Nm Begin n rig Sur-ert ! 

3333 REMDATE V2 0 

AdrJress Book Diary. Reminder Elc 

3334 KIDS DISK 7 
More Fun 47 or The KrtfS 1 

3332 HD GAMES INSTALLERS #4 
Installs AF ihc Lati?5l Games 1 
X3-832 (A0CP) PICTURE BOOK 
Superb New AGA Demoi 
X3B31 (ABCS AMAZED DEMO 
Stunning Demo By Vanltyi 
X303Q TENEBRA DEMO 
Another lAey Nice AGA Demo 
X3329 ARTCORE SLIDESHOW 
Excellent Sndeshow From Seaapes 
332S lABI SURFING THE JAZZ WAVE 
Very Mice Jazz Mu&ic Disk 
3027 MAGIC WORKBENCH PACK JM2 
Backdrops & aartup Rx. 

X3023 STAR WARS GALAXY 
Another KloniJiHe Cardsfei 
X362 5 THE MASK C AR DSET 
SuiLahle for Ail Klondike? 

3324 RED DWARF QUIZ ft2 

Updated Quiz By Fuhm 

3323. ABi PAGE STREAM PATCH 'H 

L ate st Availafela Patch Disk 

X3022 EXCELLENT CARO GAMES III 

Restricted Ver?or FCr Denno'-I. 

3621 DQPUS UTILS X2 
Mere Directory Opus UMI-& 

3320 SMAGEDE3K VI 6 
Thumbnail Pic Cat Maker! 

3619 PHOTOGEN ICS VI 2 

Useable Demo Version 

3flifl DOPUS 5 RAICH 

Parches VS 5 To VS 11 

3017 THIRD DIMENSION AlS 

Latent Mag Fee All 3D Can KjI Users 

X301S DEVILS ABODE 

3D Virtual Reality Game 

331 S WORD-SEARCH DFSIGNER 

Update To Earlier VerarQP 


3014 ENLOCK VI 4 
HD Password System 
3313 MR GREEDY 
Chitdrens -Story Book 
3312 GARFIELD 1 
Shod Garfieia AnimaLiOft 
3311 FEARS 

One Level FYesnew Like Doom 

3610BREAK1N BRICKS AGA 

Bal i. Ban Game For AGA f.L: Chines 

7.0OG SUPER DMS V3 0 

Win dewed Version Up cate d 

X3603 PAM ANDERSON CAR DSET 

For .All Klon dikes 

3S07 NFA * THE WORD AE 

Scene D sk Mag 

3006 TBAN8ITON 

Ima^e Conversion Prog 

30ijfi 2XAM V2 fl 

Superb Speccy Ernjiaicr 

3004 MENUS & MORE V3.20 

Many Systems For HD'S 

3003 DUCK DODGERS 

Platform Game Great* 

32-02 SAUCE f t CODE #r 
Amos Related Source Code Etc 
3301 BOOKIE BEATER 
predicts Results Of ANY Sport' 

36W CODE NAME NANO 
Thrust Type Game Clone 
3799 SUPER LOTTERY 
SHI Havent Wan YetT 
X3790 HELL RAISER CAR DSET 
Far All Klondike* 

3797 PC TASK V3.G PAT CH 
Patches T*V3 10 
3796 OCTAMED V6 0 
Demo Version 

3795 rABi IMAGESTUDIO V2 1 0 
Sijperb GFX Conversion FfCfl 
X37&4 tABi MALEDICTION 
3D Tenure Mapped Adventure 
3793 BEGINNERS TAPING TUTOR 
Basic Tiding Tuition 
3792 SCOUT (MU I REQ l 
Tool To Monitor COmpulel 
3791 GEMZ 
Great pyezle Game 1 
3790 TURBOSUITE V3 1 
Disk Calalogmg S'/s Demo 
3789 (AS I SKI D VAR K-52 CARS 
New Cars For Skidmarks 2 
3760 DELUXE PAG MAN VI 6 
ECS Version Superb' 

X3767 DELUXE FAC MAN AGA VI 6 
AGA Version' E^celleM' 


3736 EGG SCRAMBLE 
Mad Mad Game' 

3785 DOS MAN 

InAervwve Dos Tuiroriai 

3764 MUITITUCHINOUS 

HD Menu System 

3703 THIRD DIMENSION si 4 

3D Cor, s KJt Disk M4S 

3782 ACT OF WAR MISSIONS 3 

Requires Registers Game 

X3701 STARTUP i BACKDROPS 

F^Ctu'es For Workbench 3 

373C' AB ROM #4 

Scone Disk Mag 

X3779 MOMENTS 

Qreal AGADrmo 

3779 SANITY ROOTS II 

SupedD -Sequel' 

3777 HD GAMES INSTALLER 3 
mlalls Cozens C J New Triles 
3776 BLITZ BLANKER VC 66 
Required MU I 
X3775 FIREMAN SAM 
Klondike CardSel 
3774 AB - MWB BACKDROPS 
Gd^ed On Startrek 
3“73 LEGIONS OF DAWN 
- 1 Game Demo 2 Veg Rep 
3772 MOSAIC VI 2-5 
latest WetAurfar 
X3T71 WALLACES. GROMIT 
Klondike Casdsef 
X3770 ROSIE & JIM CAR DSET 
Far Klon dike aGA 
3769 , AB, SKAR EWORLD ni 
Cyt'ercraft's Dis« Msg 
3703 XFlLESGUIDE 
Xfiles Scnal Guide 
X3705 LECH DEMO 
AGA Demo From Freezers 
X3764 REN ft STIMPY CAR DSET 
For Klondkie AGA 
X3763 THIRD DIMENSION Cl 3 
3D Cons K4 CsHmag 
3762 MORSE CODE TRAINER 
Learn Murt-e The Easy Way 
3701 HARDWARE PROJECTS 
Nw Whefe's Thai Hammer i 1 
3760 ROES HOT GAMES Cl 5 
includes Air Taxi' 

3759 ROES HOT LOTTERY STASH 

Won AM on Yen Naah 1 

3753 MAGIC SELECTOR VI 7 
Changes SF X Etc Cm Bootup 
X3757 TRACT ASM CAR DSET 
For All Klondike* 

X3756 EROTICA CAR DSET 
For AH KJ octanes 
3755 NEW UTILS F12 
New Batch Of Hot Utils 


3*54 NEW UTILS #11 
E. e - More Ul ils 

3753 VA-E CONS 6 BRUSHES 
Slasn Fqr Ma^c Wc*W?«Tich 
3752 ROBS HO" STASH #39 
Another Hot UP15 CCmp 
3781 BRO WSER II V3 03 
Superb Mu it. Window F,|^ Mana : jr 
3756 ROSS HOT STASH #35 
More HO* U'Jli F rom RcT 1 

3746 TERM V4 2 EXTRAS 6 UBS 
HD Re tuirec. 1 

374c TERM Vi I 320 -..EPS: 
insi^de^i LtKase 

3747 TERM V* 3 A LOCALE 
Archied With LHA rj.0 Installer' 
3746 IMAGE ENGINEER VI * 

Imaqt Processing App 

3745 NEW ROSES CARDSET 
For Ail KSendike^ 

3744 DELiTRACKER 2 V2 14 
Superb Muse P ayer ' 

43 VIRUS WORKSHOP V5 * 

Kills aji K^dwn Geims Dead 1 
3742 ROBS HOT VIRUS KILLERS 
The Lately Of The Best' 

X'3741 lABI MELCHIOR DEMO 
AGA £. HD Only Demo' 

3740 -SPACED OUT i 
2 Supsrp Platformers For Kids' 
X3739 DYNAMICS A GA 
Great 25C Colour A»1 Package 1 
X3730 TEWF'LE OF DECEASE 
Greal AGA Demo 
X3737 GENERATIONS CAR DSET 
F& Klondike AGA 
X3736 PREHIS“0'R:C CAR DSET 
For Klondike AGA 
3735 ENDURANCE DEMO 
3D Ccf,i Kit Game 
3734 TEXTURE -STUDIO VI 0 2 
macme Texture Manipulator 
3732 PC TASK VS.1 
PC Emulator Upgrade 
3731 K'NGHIGFi 
Ongsnel Card Game 
373C' SPONDULIX MARK V 
Shareware Accounts Prog 
3729 PRO LOTTERY 
Stfl Probably Wont Wm! 

3720 DISK COMPRESSION UTIl-S 
Not For 6eg«nners' 

3727 .AE GRAPEVINE 2 1 
AiLastll The Wert Is Over 
3726, ROBS HOT STASH #37 
F ul . Of Hd Ware a! Again' 

3725 YET MORE MWB ICONS 
Ton^ Of Em I 

3724 NTERNET UTILS 2 
More Stash For Net surfers 


MA6IC CBLIYII 


1st Floor Offices^ 2/8 Market Street 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF1 1DH 


POSTAGE INFORMATION 
Plca-ie Incude 50p Poslaga For 
UK Disk Orders And ”5p 
Per llern For CD Orders 
(Max Postage Payable £1 -50j 
Eurcpe Add For Disk Orders 
41 00 Per CD (Max £5.Q0| 

R O W Add 2(Y'vi, For Disk Orders 
ft £1.60 Per CD <MAX £5.00: 


TEL (01924) 366982 FAX (01 924) 200943 


Monday To Sulunitty tr.UO am Til 30 prr. 


Ari*WrtMVlV5l>W XJ AB Olhiir 1 
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SYSTEM 


ore armed with a gun and the 


mission is to shoot anything 


review 


that moves. 

A brief plot summary 
casts the player as the only 
surviving crew member on 
a mysterious planet and 
their mission is to destroy the 


• The pre- 
production 
demo we 
played had 
lenty of blood 
and gore, it 
also looks like it 
will be quite 
successful in 
creating a 
mysterious 
atmosphere j 




Like other games ot this nature, there wilt 
be a fiberat splattering of biood and guts 


Citadel, The Citadel is the 
army complex placed 
under the surface of the pla- 
net D104-GS1 2. When communi- 
cations broke down, your crew 
the XI 6, combative operation unit 
- was sent to see what had gone 
wrong. The rest of the crew have now been 
destroyed. 

When finished the game will contain 20 levels, 
varying in difficulty and using different graphical 
scenarios. The final version will olso have a 2Mb 
rendered intro and will have In-game and Game 
Over animations. 

The pre-production demo we played had 
plenty of blood and gore to keep the more blood 
thirsty happy. It also looks like it will be quite suc- 
cessful in creating a mysterious atmosphere - 
something the other clones seem to lack so far. 
One thing we weren't too happy with at this 
stage was the way you got hurt when you 
bumped Into walls - a fact which is Inevitable 
when you play from this view. 

The main character of the cyborg is armed 
with six types of weapons, all of which are neces- 
sary to see off the different types of enemies. The 


Citadel 


Previewed by Tina Hackelt 



he name is fairly new over here but 
Arrakis Software are a company who 
usually develop utility products for the 
Polish market, Their latest projects 
include a new editor like Final Writer, a 
database, and a spreadsheet with versions In 
Polish, English, Czech and German planned, But 
the reason far their inclusion in this section is 
because of their latest title which means a real 
change in direction for the Polish team. Called 
’Citadel' It Joins the latest in a long line of Doom 
clones for the Amiga. It's not the only game in the 
pipeline either. ‘Diamonds Mine' is the next on the 
schedule with three more to follow - although 
details are sketchy at the moment. 

Citadel, as previously mentioned, is o Doom- 
esque shoot-' em-up. Viewed from the usual first- 
person perspective, set in a 3D environment, you 


hero can also get tired, 
became injured and even get 
drunk, As well as being able to 
blast the enemy, the player 
will encounter puzzles and 
traps such as moving walls 
and levers and buttons which 
need to be operated, 

The recent problem that 
the developers of the Amiga 
Doom clones face is how fa get the game run- 
ning smoothly at quite a fast rate, but without 
reducing a lot of the detail. Most have overcame 
this by making their game configurable to suit the 
capabilities of different machines. 

Similarly, ArrakJs Software have also made this 
possible by making the gome window a variety of 
different sizes and incorporating user-definable 
detail levels. So those with on A 500 can still 
expect a fairly slick game as long as they play on 
a small window and without floors. Those with 
A 1200s and above, on the other hand, can freely 
choose screen size and level of detail. 

Expect a full review of Citadel soon, We'll also 
be bringing you a round-up of the best and rest of 
the Amiga Doom clones when we r ve seen all the 
contenders in what seems to be genre of the 
moment. 



Them jipc many 

different screen 

modes 

waitable and 
each afters 
the speed 
depending on 
machine 



Thrs is the 
smallest view 
available - a 
bit too smalt 
perhaps 
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WIZARD GAMES 

J NORTH MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH. NORTH YORKSHIRE, TO 1 I 7EY. Tcb UI72J 174 Ifl4 


ANY ^ FOR 420.00 


10 hitclligem Scratchy G*fnn 

Addin' hum ty 

Barcl-e Tci»ds 

iiutalc S Sqiwali 

Clowrwser A I 2M 

Craitv Dummies 

CybeFtoin 3 

B Gm era i»n 

Dennis A 111 DO 

Chi posable Har-fj 

Curoponn ChjmnptWil f'UjH 

fIS Sllkfl Eiylt 
F| 5 Sink* hajlt 1 
fs[ PUji lAliCWi 

foot bail Glory 

fun School 1 < 9 *^ 6 -&runctor 6 ) 
hury oF the Fun, ns 

Whefl Ordering 


Guardians |AL200) 

Heroquest * Witchlpird 
Inter Open Gptf |A!JOO| 
James Pond J |AtJM| 

K2+& 

Kk* Off J Europe A5» 
Krustys Fun bouse' 

Legacy d iaraaf 
n j i Utd League Champs 
Marvins Advent Lores ,,A 1 20Q| 
Microprote &elF 
Mir; J9 g fulcrum 
Naygtny Ori» 

Nick Elide 

Our Cu Lunch 

ftisky Woods 

Road Kill i/AI2K?| 

please giv* on* alternative 


SlFOstoW Worlds 
Sleep Walker (All-Da] 

Soccer Kid 

Soccer Team Marker 
Space Crusade + Voyage 
feyund 

Strip Pot (AIMS) 

TiCtitaf Hiiiu£er.il£ilia/5[’ot»d~i 

Top Gear A 1 200" ASM 

Trips t Treasures 

TnviaJ Pursuit 

Trpfll 

Tumcan 1 

Vital Light 

Wemtdey Int Soecer 
W liner Supenpora 

Zooll 

Also which Amiga 


Anwrtun Herrugc fcne Fireforc* 


Batdo To** 
Beavers 
Bubo, i W Suit 
Bufebl* 4 Squeak 
Castle 2 
Chuck Rock I 
Owpcmre 
tiorik 


Flyl larder 
Fury Olf (fie f until 
Wu*n*n> I 4 2 
John Sanies 

Kid Chios 

Little Dlvil 
Man Utd 
M#4rl A/euaa 


CD32 

Morph 

Naughty Ones 
a Nigc-i Harwell 

Out to Lunch 
Overhili + Lunacy 
Pr*mi*v 
Robocod 

Stveli Gates ol Jainhala 

Shadow Fighter 


Seep Walker 

Soccer Ktd 
Strdsrr 

Super Methane Brow 
Tlhie Table HHrory 
i up Gear 2 
Whales Voyage 
iZxKjl I Z Lk~l J 


fieneash i Strci Sky - An*-ptfCD £ 

Civilisation A 1 200 - £ 

Crystal Dragon,.., £ 

Elite 2 - AmipfCD32 .. . . tf 

Gobli* J £ 

Manchester United The Double 4 


_£H.» 

■ ilO.W 


1*99 Overlord „ 

1 2.99 Shadow Fighcet 

1 2.99 imou die Sorcerer ■ A 1 2WA50Q/CDT2 ...l 1 6.{X> 

1499 Supcrsbidmarkt . 7 99 

12 .99 Tower of Souk £I4.9S 

12.99 Voyages oF Dnctwery JQ.W 

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLE Of OUR SOFTWARE 

Games subject to availability 

A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER 

Open 6 days a week 9.00 - S.30 

Price tnc. P+P (U.K.) 

Europe 4 £2.00 per game, Rest of the World £3.00. 

SfwjO prices may vary, 

Cheques or Postal Orders payable to: Wizard Games. 

WIZARD GAMES, I NORTH MARINE RD, SCARBOROUGH, N. YORKS ¥012 ZEY 

Tel i F«x! 01723 376586/503199 


lav PC, ATARI ST 1 SUPER m, MFGACWFF, GJIfflO¥ r AMIGA MIGA CD, COMMODQflf W r 
CAHEQEAR, CDi, SINCLAIR SPZCmV, WES, CDJ % NEO-CEO, LYNJt, MASTIF SYSTEM 

DIAL-A-TIP 

HINTS *N r TiRS W CHEATS f N* POKES 

AU FORMATS CHEATLINE, JUST SAY ‘YES' FOR YOUR MACHINE 

039 1 445 037 

{IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK'S - CALL 0891 fOI 2 351 

NEW! THE AMIGA GAMES LINE FEATURING CD32 ...0891 445 786 

NEW! THE SEGA GAMES LINE FEATURING MEGA CO 0891 445 787 

NEW! THE SUPER NINTENDO GAMES LINE , 0891 445 769 

NEW! THE CONSOLE CHEATLINE PC ENGINE, T.G.16, 

JAGUAR. NEOGEO, CDi ICO, CD. 12, MEGA CD, DUO ..,.0891 445 772 

NEW GAMEBOY, GAM EG EAR. LYNX CHEATLINE 0891 445 771 

_ALL CHEATLINES UPDATED EVERY WEEK 

MORTAL KOMBAT 14 II S*i Rlii ■■■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ in ■ ■ 1 1 1 ti f mi 0891 445 987 

SFL WORLD WARRIOR, TURBO, S.C.E ...,,,..0891 445 940 

CHAOS ENGINE 0891 445 936 

DESERT STRIKE/JUNGLE STRIKE... 0891 445 953 

LION KINCIDOOM 0891 445 951 

_ FO_R_FULUNF_0RNATION ON ALL OUR SERVICES CALL 0831 445 339 

ARE YOU 1 STUCK III A GAME? Kq’aV Cu D m CtYdoI ^ 

WHO TA50NNA CALL? ‘'HOdLcMDUSTeRS! 0891 445 977 


GUIDING LIGHT COMPUTER SERVICES LTD 

PO BOX 17. ASHTON-UNDBEt-LYNE. OL? OWW 
tF YOU RF UNDER 18 PLEASE ASK PERMISSION BEFORE YOU 
CALL CHARGE A T PEA K RA TE C3. 88 

CALLS COST 3SfJ P£fl WWr£ CHEAP HATE AND 49p PER mUTE J$r F?LL OTHER fl.WfS 




MECATRONIX SOFTWARE 


HIGH QUALITY PAGESETTER DTP FONTS 

If your arc a. avid user gf PagftSCEtcr or Pagesetter II, ihMt fonts could be just wliat you need to 
add a touch of spice Co your documents! 

Pagcsetter Fonts 1 (5 diskl)..,^,., . 

Pagesetccr Fonts 2 {5 disks) .. r r _,.._^_£5.99 

Pageseccer Fonts 3 (5 disks) 1 £S,99 

There are over SO fonts in each toflcctim. Buy all 3 collections for £1199 OR CALL fQfc FOhfT SAMPLES 


MODEMS 

High quality S-upra inodems, ideal for 
intensive BBS access and Incermet: 

SUPRA J 4.400 bp* sfjecdl ,£l |9.?9 

SUPRA 2B.S00 bps {very Case) , U ...,.^_...£209.'99 
Ail cables and software is included, 

Coll our 88$ to try your modem out/ 


HARD DRIVES 

All drives are qualrty 3 S f <OE mechanisms: 
1 20Mb — m , ,■ n , m i i, i , „ 


S40Mb. 
1.3 Gb. 


.,.£I49.W 

-..£279.99 


Ail prices include PiSP fmiuredj. 


MECATRONIX MAILING LIST 

We have many exciting projects for the Amiga. To ensure you don't miss out on any new 
developments , please send your name, address and computer details tOi 

AMIGA MAILING LIST, MEGATRQNIX SOFTWARE. 2 1 TILED HOUSE LANE 
RftiERLEY HILL, WEST MIDLANDS DY$ 4LG, UK or t Teh Di 304 77171 


MIDNIGHT EXPRESS B.B.S 

Extensive Amiga file areas - AGA Demo’s, Utilities, Music Commi. Graphics, Nor-AGA 
Demo's. P.D. Games, Fo«cs t Clipart, BE>$ Related, Etc! 

FREE DOWNLOADS - CENERftVS FILE RATIONS - CALL HOWt 

(444) 01384 86-56-16 


lilt OS 

- The /nru/tfon Extens/on for AMOS — 

* Over |20 commands to fulfy utilise the Amiga's 
Intuition System. 

■ Compatible with AMQS, AMOS Professional and 
AMOS/AMOS Pro Computer. 

• Create and use /gadgets, windows, screens, menus, etc - 
as used id Amiga Workbench in your own programs, 

• Create stylish 3D look, interfaces in minutes! 

• Display full 2$6 colour AGA in AMOS with ease. 

* At last you can create professional business applications 
and utilities using AMOS - no need to learn l C or switch 
to 'Blitz &asic' - AMOS is now a TRUE application and 
utility development language. 

* IntOS comes complete, professionally boxed, with a 
detailed instruction manual and programs to get you 
going. 

AUI REVIEW: 90% - JUNE ’95 

Give your programs the professional 
touch with ease... 
SPECIAL OFFER PRICE: 
Now Only £19.99 (including P&P) 

IntOS a @ £ I99S dTM JOI) fcFtware 

Minimum Rhjl, renew KitklUrt L I Hi meirnry, jjkI AHOS e-r AMOS frdriuon*l 


To order any of the items on this advert, simply grab a plain piece of paper, dearly stating your name, address {inc postcode), your Amiga 
model and your complete order details, cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to ‘Megatronix' — and sent to: MECATRONIX 
SOFTWARE, 21 TILED HOUSE LANE, BRIER LEY HILL, WEST MIDLANDS DYS 4 LG, TEL/ENQUIRIES: 0 1 3 B4 77172 


OCTOBER 199$ 






^ Celebrity Golf competition form 


Name: 


Address: 


Please send your entries to: 

Celebrity Golf , . Amiga Computing ' IDG Media, Media 
House, Adfington Park Macclesfield, Cheshire SKW dNP 

closing dote for all entries Is Id October 1995 0 UK only 



Celebrity Golf! 



Score a hole in one with 


our Virgin/Sensible 
Golf competition 

es, it's great when all 
these celebs get 
together to ploy a round of gotf - and all 
for charidee. But wouldn't it be superb if 
you could choose who you'd want to play 
in a round of four-ball? Well, now that's all you need to 
do for our competition by simply putting together your 
winning team by either drawing them, cutting them 
out of mags etc, and then stating why - oh, and 
don't forget to dress them in the appropriate gear. 

20 lucky wooers will get a copy of the 
brilliant Sensible Golf worth £29. 99 
and a Virgin T-shirt. 


SYSTEM 


Cheats 


Sensible World of Soccer 


I there have been so many cheats and tips flying around for the 
I greatest football simulation ever, we thought we'd join the party ! 

When you begin the game, be one of the top clubs with the 
most expensive players - Man United.. Juventus or Barcelona 
being the favourites - and whizz through the entire season, col- 
lecting a worthwhile honour, When you receive an offer from a 
dub you wish to transfer to. exchange two of your best players 
tor the worst each week and hopefully when you accept the 
job at the end of the season, a huge bank balance and an 
awesome team will be waiting for you. 


Pinball Fantasies 


Type in these before you 
begin for some strange 
effects ; 


Shadow Fighter 


Type these codes on the character 
selection screen for the following effect: 


Earthquake 
Vacuum Cleaner 
Extra Balls 
Andreas 

ULF 

Markus 
FaiTplay 
Digital Illusions 
The Silents 
Fredrik 
OLOF 
Barry 
Crew 


TFREKAKKU - Unlimited credits 
PARAPONZIPOPO - Fight as Puppaz 
MBARIVI DSOCC AFFARI M BARI - Fight as 
Shadow Fighter 

EBBRAVOSCECCU - Opponent loses 
energy if you type this In at the 
beginning of a round 


Roadkill AGA 


Here ore some track codes for 
Acid's excellent racing sim: 

Track zero: LQPOhfTQNJG 
Track one: LQPGNRHCNM 
Track two: LQPQNTMBCH 
Track three: LQPQNTMBCH 


1D1 


KtlfcT MS 













SYSTEM 



PUBLISHER 


Daze 
Sima rtf? 


DEVELOPER 


DISKS 


PRICE 


£ 29.99 

E2 

10 

Yes 
A 1200 


HD INSTALL 


SUPPORTS 


PUBLISHER 


Hit Squad 


DEVELOPER 


Sensible Software 


PRICE 


£1 4.99 


DISKS 


HD INSTALL 


No 


SUPPORTS 


All Amigas 


Th 


Reviewed by Andy Maddock 


Sensible Software trademark 
comes in vary effective once 
again - tmill but so ptoasurabte. 



Ishar 

Trilogy 

shar 1, 2 and 3 weren't really my most 
favourite games ever - especially 
being a reviewer that detests any sort 
of RPG. All this business of wizards and 
warriors is just too much for me to han- 
dle. These games always seem to Inflict the most 
serious effect of boredom ever. If you are one of 
these people, you'd better skip this bit as Daze 
bring out their incredibly adventurous ishar 
games in one package- Anoraks out everybody! 

I suppose as time has passed, each Ishar 
game has been superseded either in overall 
quality or in a graphical way. and ishar 3 Is 
supposedly the best of the bunch. 

The way Ishar actually plays is the most annoy- 
ing factor, with slow, tedious scrolling drudging 


annon Fodder hardly needs an intro- 
duction as it turned out to be one of 
the best games of the year* It's very 
unlikely that anyone out there hasn't 
actually played it, so I suppose this budh 
get release could be. in fact, quite pointless. 
However after such o high profile release with its 
success, how could it possibly avoid the inevitable 
budget label? 

Cannon Fodder Is, pure and simply, a war 
game. The objective of war is to win - sparing as 
many casualties as possible. The idea is to com- 
plete the mission objectives along with the sub' 
phases in each scenario. The first is in the jungle 
where you are given five recruits, Each one has a 
rank and to begin with you are given the highest 
ranks to play with, As you lose a soldier he will be 



along only to reveal mammoth beasts that m 
be disposed of rather quickly. This is achieved 
aimlessly wandering around, going Into sho^ 
and buying magic potions, and recruiting tt 
ordinary public to join your gang. You can th< 
begin the mission to hold on to your islar 
Kendoria. 

As mentioned before, the graphics are not 
ing very special and the whole game may 
very in-depth but just doesn't play well, which is] 
the most important part, 

If you are □ roleplaying game buff then thrc 
games for the price of one would sound quite o 
bargain. Although, for £29.99 you could also buy 
yourself three balaclavas, a pair of horn rimmed) 
spectacles, an anorak and a tartan flask. 

The choice is yours. 




I The most exciting, in-depth,, ammafad adventure 
game ever. Packed with remarkable fimep lay 
and an amazing challenge. Ooh, that’s fight! 

Cannon 

Fodde 


replaced by another nervous youngster willing to 
risk his life and limbs for his country. Obviously, 
these young chappies aren't going to be as sh 
as the rest of the bunch, so the more you c 
keep them in the clear and at distance, the m 
likely they are to survive. 

There are two main strategies to follow on y 
road to victory, These are either hold back a 
wait for the enemy to moke the first move, or in 
less favoured run towards them at a ridicul 
speed with all guns blazing - destroying you 
and a number of the enemy all at once. 

The characters themselves are controlled oy 
the mouse using a point and click method. All th© 
weaponry such as cannons, grenades and rock 
ets can be activated using simple clicks on ths 
mouse, 

With the typical Sensible Software character 
tremendous gameplay and a big challenge, 
Cannon Fodder will always rank alongside the true 
greats the Amiga has produced, Their rather 
cheeky yet uncompromising quote 'War 
has never been so much fun r is clearly an 
understatement it's more fun than evert 



102 











□ ome AD92 was released around two or 
three years ago now and adopted the 
Populous-tike 3D isometric view which 
actually became quite popular The 
idea is to control Hector, a Roman slave 
who wants to higher hte position in society by 
deception. At the beginning you start as a slave 
with lower status than the cleaners, Stealing a toga 
off one of the people at authority will deceive 
many of the town's residents, enabling you to 
order people around. 

As the volcano that lies on one side of the town 
is about to explode, getting off the island is a must. 
With so many people and so few boats, fighting for 
an escape route is essential, and this entails mug- 
ging people for their money and purchasing a 
very sharp dagger, - 

When Rome AD92 first arrived, the humour ele- 
ment was instantly recognised, It wasn't a strict 
copy of life in Pome but more of a serious light 
hearted look at life back in Roman times. For a 
start, all the characters ore humorously named - 
you are ordered to send a message to Seganus 
Megadrivus. of all people, 

If you can remember Robin Hood from a while 
bock, if ptays just the some. You have freedom of 
the entire city so you don 't have to do things in any 
► particular order - you can just roam, talking to 
everyone you meet. 

Although the graphics don't boost quality, they 
ore reasonable nonetheless and do their job more 
than adequately. There are six levels to battle 
through, ail with fresh challenges, making this not 



eing a loud American in a quiet village 
in China means merging in with the 
common public isn't going to be an 
easy task. Making as many friends as 
possible in this very graphical icon dri- 
ven adventure is an absolute necessity. You are 
given your own identity, character and personal- 
ity, and unfortunately you have been graced 
with Jake Masters, or Lucky to your friends - an 
annoyingly loud American with less sensitivity 
than a badger, 

There isn't an actual plot as such - all is 
revealed as you become more involved in the 
game. This involves plot branches where you can 
reach different parts of the game you may never 
reach again if you restorl the game, and picking 
different objects up and speaking to other 



Before going heading off ta ba ttf e, a 
trip (a f he berti shop is in order to 

purchase those magic a} remedies 


Rome 

AD92 



Once you've managed to steal the toga 
from the tat bloke who's always in the 
swimming pool, you can mug everyone! 


so much an essential purchase but a fun game for 
anyone - especially with the humour element. At 
a nice cheap price of £14.99 r Rome AD92 jgk 
certainly boasts value for money. 


Heart of 

China 

people about other things. This makes Heart of 
China probably the most interactive game 
around - this system is colled the Dynamix Game 
Development System (DGDS). 

All the usual adventure icons are present such 



DEVELOPER 


Millennium 



3 


HD INSTALL 


No 


SUPPORTS 


All Amigos 



Dynamix 



Ail Amigos 



as talking, picking things up, dropping things and 
looking around, However as you progress and 
make friends with people, they will Join you 
on your mission objective and you can 
temporarily take over their actions 
and objects. 

There is an enormous amount of 
depth to Heart of China and the 
animated effects and atmos- 
pheric tunes are excellent. 

However, there is a down side. 

Most of the progression through- 
out the game Is made by guess- 
work and trial and error. There isn't 
so much as a sniff of clues or hints 
and purely by luck will you end iirv 
right in the heart of the game. 

Having said that, though, if you have 
got the time to explore the game in great detail. 
It'll certainly be a worthwhile and rewarding 
experience. Heart of China is certainly 
one of the better graphic adventures 
around. 




You can tiy (absolutely 
anywhere you tike in 
Heart of China, with 
the exception of 
Barbados to bask in 
the hot sun. Pity 
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50 LICENCE WARE 

U.K CATALOCytR 
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MENU JTSTfM 
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SPECIAL PD PACKS 
1W GAMES PACK i S.iW BOARD GAMES PACK £S.« 

1 DO DEMOS PACK *5,M TETRIS GAMES PACK, f 5-M 
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CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTE I 
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704- CDTV TITLE 5 COMPATIBLE WITH C333 
100+ COO? TITLE5/50+ VIDEO CD TITUS 
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Meeting feffcE. £999 

SctrdLinr* E19.99 
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ilt^OLU 

(OMI>IJTER 

SUPPLIES 

Box at SO Blank 

Disks {'including labels J £ 1.5 (pet 50} 

; Prt Formatted DSHD 

Disks £». 5 Q (per SO) 

100% gu^anleed 

Frs© local delivery 1 10 mile radku&F 
All your computer needs catered For. 

Please phene or lex for safest prices. 

P d.OQO disk PD Library now a^ailatife 
PD prices ait £l,QQ par disk 

Barry Voce 

0115 9264975 

11 Campion Street, Arnold, 

Nottingham NG 5 8GR 
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THE AMIGA 
USER CLUB 

* FREE PD! * 

* Membership Discounts! * 

* FHEE MONTHLY Newsletter! * 
* Special Offers! * 

Sernf SAE for details or telephone 

EXAMPLE PRICES 

Brilliance V2 £S1.99 

Ughtwavo 3P ...£432.99 

Citizen ABC Printer.,,,, £144.Q0 

PremiEr Wtana^Ef 3 ^ >Ml inHtnimHnfl8-l)0 

Slurp TV Mdfllbr ... WW h..~., £ 162.00 

PLUS MANY MORE! 

We also Supply Amiga Software, ‘ Hardware 

to non memliers - telepltonc for dc tails 

The Amiga User Ciub 

22 Hem I Mu rials. LI an dv bio, Ammanford, 
Dyfed SA16 3UT, 

Tel: 012&9 351413 
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Convert your Amstrad 

OLO _ ONITOl 

— £ 1 

0 


Dry 

MADE 

464, 6128 (CTM 644/0) Picture Only 

£6.00 

£10.00 

464 1 6188 (CT3VT 644 /O) me. stares japeakevs 

£.3 1 OO 

*40,00 

464. 6128 PLUS (CM 1 4) Inc Hound 

£9,00 

JL 1 5.00 

464, 61^8 Green (GT-65) Pic Oaly 

46,00 

£ 10,00 

Dept AMC, Hanoi's Electronics. IS? High Street. Sheerness, Kent ME1S1UU 

Tel/Fax 01795 663336 Mon ey tack approval 

P&*P inc. 

Cht: que /F O / Access /V is a /Switch 

Delivery 2 Days 


FREE PD SOFTWARE 


AMIGA - PC - All Commodore 
Subscription Septemher-December £9.50 UK only 
Calf (0131)651 5436 or 

Write to 45 Brookscroft, Linton Glade, Croydon CB0 9NA 

Independent Commudere Products Users Group 


Software & Hardware available for SEGA. SNES, all ATARI S, AMK j. 
AMIGA 32 ■ MAC, PC^ CD ROM, CDI, 3DO 

Also onailahle Printer * Monitors f- all other accessories 

Ftir ;l. 1’riOe Li^E PlhJtW. 
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Leading 
the way in Amiga 
idvice, the definitive 
guide is back to 
keep enthusiasts 
fully informed 
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System Medical 107 

Frank Nord takes a different line this 
month and reviews the IVleg a Mouse Pius 

Amiga 3D 109 

Paul Austin explores the latest add-ons 
for Lightwave - Plugins and Go! 

ARexx 111 

Setting up screen form descriptions is 
Paul Overaa s handy tip for this month 

Comm$ 113 

Are you clocking up huge hills onthe Net? 
Phil South gives a plan for cheaper usage 

Publishing 115 

Frank Nord plays around with the 
latest add-ons for PageStream 

Amos 117 

Phil South returns with the final part 
of the screen info program 

Music 119 

Paul Overaa suggests a way to improve 
percussion sounds in your sequencing setup 

Video 121 


121 


Can there ever be video harmony again 
for the new Amigas? Asf Gary WhiteJey 





You will be stunned by the speed of the new Warthog 275 from Premier Vision - and positively 
gobsmacked by the incredibly low price. The Warthog275 is based on the world's fastest chip 
-the DEC Alpha, making it the most complete cost effective rendering solution on the market 
Up to a massive 30 times faster than other rendering systems, 
allows the Warthog 275 to simply gobble up any job you care to throw at it. 


The Warthog 275 MHz Dual Pipeline Rendering System (minimum specification) 


* DEC Alpha 275 AXP fully fanned 
chip (upgradable) 

* 2 Mb l7Ns secondary cache RAM 

* 32 Mb DRAM (Expandable) 

* 4 Mb PCI 64 bit graphics card 


* 17" Multiscan Monitor 

■ 1,0 Gb SCSI drive 

■ Quad Speed CD-ROM 

* Ethernet Adapter 

* Keyboard and Mouse 


* Full multiple fanned Tower Case 
with 1.44MB floppy drive 

* Windows NT Workstation 


Custom configurations can be designed to your own specification. 

The Warthog 275 MHz is fully expandable and upgradable, and at a price of £7,499. 00 t 

its just dying to do big jobs for you!! 


Warthog Rendering 
Service available 



UK Training Centre 
for NetTek 


VISION 


PUTTING MULTIMEDIA TO WOtK 


Premier Vision, 156 Blackfriars Road, London, SEi BEN. 

For a demonstration call Willy Warthog now on 0171 721 70 


□EC Alpiij: is tk trademark of Pignal Equipment Company 
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Three buttons are 


better than turn 


© his month f've decided to take 
a break from configuration, 
organisation.and cogitation 
ind take a look at a hand/ 
product that, arthaugh it doesn't really 
need a whole page's word! of review, 
deserves some recognition. The item in 
question is Gasteiner's three button 
400dpi mouse. 

Looking just like theongmal Mega 
mouse, this one fils nicely into the palm of 
your hand and comes equi pped wrth one 
more than the usuaf number of buttons. 
But what is the point of having a third 
mouse button? 

For a stair there are actually several 
programs that use a third mouse button 
including Directory Opus, Hisoft's 
OiskMagic, and marry other directory 
managers. But in addrtian id these 
programs there are a host of PD and 
shareware utilities that are either 
specifically geared towards using [he 
middle mouse burton, or have middle 
mouse button functions built into them. 

Some examples that spring to mind 
include our CoverDfck rtem MuftiCX which 
lets you use the middle mouse button ro 
cycle screens, which is much easier than 
the left Amiga m combination or going up 
to the top-right comer of a big screen 
West of the other big commodities writ 
ato have some provision for MMB screen 
cycling or multi-fNe selection, where 
Instead of having to hold down the shift 
key you use a mouse button. 

Commodities like YAK have so many 
items to configure you could probably do 
with a 23 button mouse! Finally, the 
Easterner three button mouse also comes 
with a n?ce long lead and you can t beat ft 
for value at only £f 2,95, 

Also groovy this month is the latest 
version of the aforementioned MultiCX 


Virus alert! 


ft doesn't seom like jfohn Veld [tubs 
ever sleeps. No sooner have you 
got round to downloading v6.56 of 
his superb Vif usthecker program, 
[heres another version out* This 
lime it's 6.57 and It's angry. Well, 
possibly not, but if you want to 
ensure that your bar d drive is safe 
from even the newest viruses then 
get this* More than anything* this 
refeaie fines bugs from earlier 
versions but it does cover 45 
different viruses and their relatives. 


1 


In a 5 light change to our normal programming, 
Frank fiord reuiews something 



Mu/riCX 1 * nrtv improved Workbench tftl * bar Incivdmr wrliii dilpitt you irv running, 

total* far Chip md Fas( RAM, with percentages used And Vw numlitvs of fitltd, 
libraries and screen currently in use 


Now J can throw away even more of the 
commodities l have in my WBStartup 
drawer [hooray! down to only F6f 
MuldCX now replaces AssignWedge, 
offering the by now familiar Retry, assign, 
mount, deny, cancel' options to the 
Please insert volume BinWBonk; in any 
drive' requester. MuitiCX also replaces my 
much-loved NewEdrt commodity by 
letting you paste copied text into text 
fields Other improvements include the 


rather nifty WBTitte tooftype which gives 
you full information rn your Workbench 
titlebar The fast three rattier cryptic items 
refer to the number of tasks, libraries and 
screens you have running The About' 
Project menu item in Workbench has also 
had a facelift with new reboot and flush 
buttons and more complete system 
information Including processor type, etc. 
Hopefully there will be enough room on 
this month's CovenDisk to put on both this 
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Set how your syslerri requesters look with ASA Profs. Ur* fortunately, there is atilt 
no way of mah Ing (A* font preview window lit Hw fts»r rcqUAtftr any bigger. 


Downloading 


MuitiCX 

ftp://src.doc , ic, ac, ufc/aminet/util/cdity/rnexZ Ob .lha 

ASLPaich 

ftp://src. doc . ic.ac. uk/aminet/ut)l/libs/asl_v42 . 0. lha 

ViruiCheckr tf.6,57 

ftp ./Arc doc, ic.ac. ukYaminet/util AirusA/Chck657 lha 

PkBoot 

ftp://src.doc. ic .ac.uk/aminet/util/boot/PicBoot.Jhd 


34944 bytes 
114061 bytes 
TZ96Z9 bytes 
39203 bytes 
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and the next program I want to teil you 
about. The next program is actually a 
patch to the ASL, library that comes with 
Workbench 3.0 or 3. 1 . It won't work if 
you have an older ver sion of Workbench, 
and the authors haven't tested it with a 
processor more humbfe than a 68020. so 
there's no guarantee it will run on a 
68000-based machine. This patch gives 
added functionality Eo the three requesters 
ML provides, namely the standard file 
requester, the fonts requester and 
screenmode requester. 

Changes are made using the provided 
MUJ-based preferences program and you 
can set such things as having the 
requesters centred on your mouse, the 
active window or screen, or at the top-left 
corner gf the active window or screen. 

You can also make sure the file requester 
puts the directories at the top of the file 
fist, rather than at the bottom which 
always seemed strange to me. 

Lastly, but not feast, a boot utility was 
brought to my attention when trawl/ng 
the net for stuff for a CyterVisjon card 
The utility in question rs designed to show 
a picture instead of that boring bfack 
screen as Workbench loads. The utility is 
called Pic Boot and it handled pretty much 
every IFF image f threw at it loading f0?4 
x 76 -B images in the blink of an eye. 
thanks to the accompanying UnFackJLBM 
tool which decompresses FF picture fifes, 
making them load a let faster. 

PicBoot is equally at home on an ECS 
or ACiA machine or on a mar h ine Chat has 
an RTG graphics card Ike [he CyberVisron 
or Picasso, it will fade in Lhe picture and 
fade i t back out once Workbench is 
loaded. £3 


The bottom line 


Product: Meg^Mouse Plus 
Supplier: Gasteiner 



Tel: 01 a i-345 6000 


Price: £12.95 












WHILE-U-WAIT! ! 

COMPUTERS * MONITORS 


Attention Dealers 

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms 
on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives, 
CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades. 


FAST TURN AROUND, 

MAW REPAIRS DONE WHILE-U-WAIT!!. 

(AMPLE PARKING) 

90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS. 

£90 EXTRA CHARGE FOR A600/A19000. 

SAME DAY REPAIR SERVICE. 

At 500/A6000/A3000/A4000 EQUOTATION 

PICK-UP SERVICE FOR REPAIRS ONLY £6.00 + VAT 


NEW LOW FIXED PRICE 

On A500, A500+, A600 & A1 200 


£49 


Including NEXT DAY DELIVERY (if picked up by us) by 
Courier Service when despatched back 


2.5" HARD DRIVES FOR A600/A1 200 


85Mb £94.95 

170Mb £119.95 


340Mb £169.95 

510Mb £249.95 


60Mb £69,95 

80Mb £89.95 

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with workbench loaded, and come with 2.5" IDE cable + software 

2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95 


MEMORY UPGRADES 


Upgrade to 1 Meg 


£13.95 


Upgrade to 1 Meg 
wHh dock | 

£18*95 


Upgrade to 1*5 Meg 

^HA*95 


Upgrade to 2 Meg 


£19.95 


A600 


A1900 


Upgrade to 2 Meg 


Upgrade to t Meg 
with clod* 


£19.95 £99.95 


35MHi PFU + OyitaJ 


2Mb 


4Mb 


£109.00 £165. 


8Mb 


£279.00 


,,..£39-95 


INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES 

A 500 £29,95 A6OTA1 200., ., .......... ,£34 95 


CHIPS * SPARES * ACCESSORIES 


KrtsttROluVIJ 


..£1495 


<«:lc5bert RCW, £29 95 

fictoElMWCK £29 95 

ASMfASQ&f Keyboard £49 95 

A60C.'Al2Mfe^«rd..._ £5995 

Pow StJppV for A5QO/W00fAl®0 £» 95 

1 AtegFaflet Agnus £24 95 

2 Meg Fatter Ajms.- £59 95 

VfcJ®WC(ATO 09.95 


mX> Processor EU 95 

65"?0 Keyboard Chip £19 95 

Mouse (2TOdpO £1495 

SCAJTTUad £1495 

Mouse .Mat „ ..E3.4J5 

1 0 boxed branded disks + labels .£5.95 
Printer Cable . .. £9.95 

tOO Disk. 8 dol £695 

Squiirel 5C5» InleilaLt ..£5995 


GUARANTEED SAME DAY DESPATCH 

(SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY) 


fIMlTdR 


CD ROM DRIVE 
QUAD SPEED 


INTRODUCTORY MICE 
INCLUDING SQUIRREL 
SCSI INttftlACI 




£969.95 


X-LINK With Cables, Power Supply 

f\ ‘ N-Comm Software 

MODEMS BABT Approved 


GP Fax Software 14.4k £139.95 

for Amigas 28 .dk .....£249.95 


ANALOGIC Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd °P« n *«-M * ^Opm, Sa ‘ ,00am ■ 500 P m 

ANALOGIC unit 6, Aihway Centre, Elm Crescent TSlt 0181 546 0575 

.OGIC Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6KH lax: 0181 541 4071 

# A* prees fhducfc VAT * Alt prices subject to change without notree * fixed charge tor repair does not include disk d^/keyboard 
# Stfe reserve the right to refuse any repair * Pi^P charges £3.50 by Royal Mail or £600+ VAT tor courier * Pleasu allow 5 vvcrl ng cidys for tv iue le-^rar ■’ 









TUTORIAL 


The power plug 


O n addition to the excellence of 
i the Mghfltfave Interface, one 
of the masl important 
dements m the Lightwave 
repertoire is its ability to employ AiRexx in 
the form of dedicated macros. In the early 
days, macros were almost entirety Modeler 
oriented, however the latest generation afso 
provide add-on power to Layout in addition 
So the traditional automated modeling 
tools 

At the forefront of the new breed is a 
new coflection from Hester and associates 
Following in the footsteps at Power Macros, 
the new Rlug-lns and Got collection offers a 
similar, Ef more baiic collection of cools To 
make up for the slight lack of technical merit 
^ relation to Power Macros. Plug-Ins and 
Go' hit back with 53 macros as opposed to 
the 1 6 on offer from Fewer Macros. 

Perhaps the best way to clarify the 
difference between the two is that Power 
Macros offer a design special effects 
collection - explode and shatter bang 
classic examples - while rhe Piug-in range 
offers a more utilitarian approach. 

Aside from the disk containing the 
macros, you also receive an excellent 10b 
page manual plus a second demo disk 
which highlights the finer points of the 
roller non The quality oF presentation is 
generally excellent throughout the package, 
h classic example being die manual placing 
icons alongside each macro description to 
denote its area of expertise - namely, 
creative, modifier, calculation information or 
special feature, layout related, motion 
elated., object related or text related. 



AIlcx a h.ia fteir&F itrOhG<i so interesting. 
Point and click all tM war -■ 


Paul Austin ghpIofbs the latest plug 
and plag add-ons far lightlUaue 


Pluspinz unci Hoi 



The manual further enhances ease of use 
by following up the basic macro type with a 
list of icons which denotes what they do 
and wifi need in order to implement the 
chosen macro. For example, the macro may 
affect the entire layer or just selected items, 
or perhaps it requires a background layer or 
an empty spare layer, 

USEH-FHIEflDLV 

Installation is also a breeze, courtesy of a 
direct import of the entire collection via 
models direct command Option Better still, 
once installed the macros are shown in the 
same order as they appear rn the manual » 
fairly simple but nevertheless a very 
welcome user-friendly addrtion. 

As mentioned earlier, the macros on offer 
break down into a number of specific 
categories Given the available space 
mentioning each in turn is impossible, so I II 
highlight my personal favourites in each 
category. 

In the auto modelling department the 
top three include Modify to sphere or cube, 
quick convert, and quick move, the first 
option is. in fact, two separate macros, but 


A plug for Plug-Ins 


As mentioned, Layout macros are an important part of any modeler collection. And true 
to form. Plug-Ins does its hrt with macros which import entire scenes into modeller, add 
multiple rights to selected points, automate multiple batch rendering of scenes, and of 
course the alt important targeting of one object to another aver an entire artim or a user- 
defined number of frames. 

Overall, the Plug-In collection is excellent although it does suffer from the odd filler to 
make up the numbers. However, the really useful additions are exactly chat. Assuming 
you ve got to make a choice between Power Macros and Plug-ins, I'd definitely opt for 
the latter. 



On-line 
rxwnplft at 
1 A« lirrnr point* 
via rlis 
nnprtufv* 

domo dltk 


as you'd expect they essentially do the same 
job However, for anyone Joakmg for means 
of morphing between basic objects and 
complex structures it's an invaluable 
addition 

The next modelling must is the invaluable 
quick convert option. Although not as 
immerirate as the morphing macro, it does 
offer a means of convening or automatically 
scaling objects from millimetres to metres or 
even kilometres - particularly useful for 
blending elements from existing scenes. 

Quick move is another classic example of 
a utifaty macro, which moves all the selected 
pomes in tihe layer to a new user-specified 
position. Again not spectacular, but 
nevertheless extremely useful on occasion. 

Next comes the calculation macros. Here 
you could probably obtain the same 
information with the aid of a fittie thought 
and a calculator, but why bother if Ptug-lni 
will do the hard work on your behalf. In this 
particular genre my favourites include 
calculate time and calculate render time. 

The farmer generates the total number of 
frames needed to cover a specific period, 
for example I minute 23 seconds 
banslates to 20 frames. 

Creation tools are the next element in 
the equation, and it must be said the 
weakest link in the Pfug-lns chain. The only f" 
noteworthy macros are the create 
lightning and create star options, with the 
former generating random lightning 
objects for import into layout while the 
latter provides a simple means ol 
designing multi point stars. 

The big disappointment in this section is 
the fact that they repeat many of the basic 
options available via pght Waves numeric 
input options. 

Specraf Feature macros offer a fairly 


unique range of tools including automated' 
Lightwave configuration, and quick macro 
generation. The first provides a means of 
adjusting the LightWave/Modder config 
files online, while the second offers a real- 
time macro option which tracks your 
actions and then generates a completely 
new custom macro from them, In addition, 
there's a more involved macro generator 
which afiows you to sdect from blocks 
of preset code and build a macro 
step-by-step 

Next comes motion control, with 
highlights such as curve to motion and 
motion to curve, which as you've probably 
guessed converts and saves either sketched 
paths or mabun files ready fot loading 
directly into either Layoutor Modeler ~ 
again, relatively simple tasks now with 
added automation 



Excellent usvr-frimmfly plus 

an eqimfly ltx\pro**lv* manual 


SVSTEfTl ESSEnilfllS - 


RED = E:-serr, i ft LACK = Recommended 
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Ligbl Wave 3.0 
or higher 
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The bottom line 

Supplier Hester and associates 
1 3032 Copenhi II Road 
Dallas 

Tx 75240-5302 
Tel: |2f4| 991-PLUG 
Ffrice $99.99 
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HiQ Limited 


The Storage and System Design Specialists Tel +44 01525 211327 



Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas 


Tower Version 



PowerStation Specifications:* 

1 . £00 wan power supply for complete Power Systems. 

2 . Gaod lodking high quality ?tee1 construction 

3. Five drwc bays, various mounting □ontigaratjons 

4. ideal monitor aland and cables slide undarnealh. 

5. High speed Squirrel SC5I2 interface from Hisott 

6. Dual speed. highly CD32 COmpalible CD-Hom drive 

7. Power and Hard Drive LED's 
S. Fuluio uxjjansion polenlial. 

9, Low cost when compared to single* dnrve cases. 

10. Mix CDRom and Amiga aurfip outputs Ibru speakers 
1 1 Computer Spaed IndlcatOi 2 Speed swilchable 
1£, DOES NOT VOID WARRANTY. 

Rave reviews in all Magazines 


PowerStation pack Prices 

Includes 2 A SCSI CDRom + Squirrel 
Stereo speaker version £329.35 

Desktop version £299.95 

Tower version £299-95 

Carriage £12,50 




PowerStation Case Prices 

Includes internet Audio £ SCSI Cables 
Stereo speaker version £129.95 

Desktop version £99.95 

Tower version £99.95 

Carriage £12.50 


The Greatest Drive since the 
Model T Ford 



Well the wait is over and the future has arrived in the 
shape ol the new Panasonic PD System SCSI Qpllcal 
drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed CD- 
ROM and Optical Read/Write system. (Yes, you did 
read that correctly!). 

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at 
over 600Kb per second and by purchasing the low cost 
650Mb cartridges you have 650Mb of Storage space 
always on line just like a conventional hard drive. 


! Limited Supply! 


Internal Drive Unit 
650Mb Cartridge 
External Case 




£599.95 inc. VAT 
* £49.95 inc. VAT 
3 £59.95 inc. VAT 




!! HiQ STAR DRIVE BUYS !! 

A1200 420Mb IDE 

Only £ 124.95 

A1200 540Mb IDE 

Only £139.95 

A1200 850Mb IDE 

Only £189.95 

All drives iomnatted, and Magic Workbench plus PD 
Software installed. Free fitting for personal callers. 
A12QQ Cable Pack £20 

Pus! & Packing £7 (CilyUnk} 

SCSI 3.5” Drives 

Quantum 540Mb FireBall £179.95 

Quantum 840Mb T railblazer £229.95 

Micropolis 2.1Gb AV drive £769.95 


Samsung New “M” Range Monitors 



The raw Samsung “M r Range monitors are -only Jgr 
the serious Amigo user. They work ai above ihe 
frequency range of the Armgas so you need to run 
in Double Pal mode, but the display is the best you 
will sae tram Ihe fangesl monitor maker in the wodrfl 

15” does not support DBLPal 
15” Gl« .,£329.95* 15” Qll .^£399.95 
l7”supports DBLPal 
1 7 r Gli ....£649.95, 17" Glsi ..£749.95 
P&P £12.50 

Soon to be made in the UK 



COMING VERY SOON 

Full blown S- Video quality digital Video 
Recording, Editing and Playback system for 
PowerStation users only. 

Foatures:- 

* Digital SVHS / Comp recording. 

* Encoded: SVHS / Comp Video Output. 

* Full Digital Video Editing software includes 
many high quality DVE effecls. 

* Upgrades Processing power. 

* 16 hit Audio recording and Playback. 

* Includes Mpeg playback facility. 

* Mpeg file creation software included. 

* 1 024 x 768 16 bit colour display, 

* Add Panasonic PD drive for inslant studio. 

Prices from approximately £1,500 



Squirrel 

SCSI Interfax 


O CopyngM Mitaft raw 


Need we say more £64.95 +P&P 



MoslcrCafd 


Quad SpeQd versus Dual. 

Q. Is Quad Speed the Future? 

A. No, around ihe come* are the rewmuitF Gigabyte CDRom drives, 

Q. Is Ihe extra speed useful? 

A. In some circumstances, but most CDI|gf4t|flHoped to run in Dual speed. 

Q. What about vary high quality 

A. Yes, 15 minutes worth. All Vkimrseup For i WkWs tor 79 minutes. 

Q. What do WQ know about It aijPEsy??. 

A. See itie MuttiMedia CDRorfS^e dava^p lar companies like Samsung. 

All Prices include VAT 

HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB. 
EMail address:- CompuServe 100432,711 


Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers 

{Suits all Amigas I 


Specif i cations:- w 


1 . SO wait active s te reo 

k ;. J 

2. Built in amplifier 


3. Colour matched 


4. Volume, Bess and Treble 


5. Excellent Bass response Jw . * 

Price only £39.95 pspet.qo 



Tel 01525 211327 


Fax 01525 211328 








n recent instalments Ive been 
discussing a number of coding 
approaches invoking console device 
control character sequences and by 
last month, these had Pound their way into a 
program that set up a screen form. This 
allowed data to be entered and collected from 
a set of predefined 'fields' on the screen I 
drew your attention to the tact that this 
preliminary script used independent statements 
for setting up and collecting data from each 
field [see listing I ) and hinted that there is a Far 
Defter approach available. 

The tnck. of course, is to use stem-based 
compound variables to represent field names, 
raw and column screen position co-ordinates, 
and lengths of reply fields, and it is this 
arrangement that I want to deal with this 
month. A compound variaNe data table is 
going to be used to store the values required 
for the CursorWritelJ, Showlnputfieldi'l and 
Cursurteadf} routines of the existing script. 

listing 2 shows the new data table and the 
key thing to notice is that ihe field numbers 


It's looking 
good but... 

Despite ihe improvement* with this 
month * script (here i*, however, still 
one area that provide* a potential 
trouble *pot. It concerns *ome of the 
static definition* used within the 
example code. You'll notice that, 
where procedures [t„e> ARexx 
functions with their own symbol table* 
and execution environments) are 
being used, some items |for example, 
ESC and CSI) have to be defined in 
more than one place. 

Despite procedural isolation being, 
in the main, a very good thing, the 
fact that pseudo-constant definition*, 
which are deliberately intended to be 
global, are Nocked and have to be 
redefined within each procedure that 
uses them i* unfortunate. As always 
there is a way around this difficulty, 
but Cm afraid you II have to wait until 
next month to find out what it is! 


Going loopy 



■ Thri* 

irfOrilfr'a 

at rip I display 

may feefc irtueft 
likm that from 
Jd*r month, ifruf 
undarueefri fria 
turf PC* an 
awful lot ha* 
changed? 


tall CurscfllH tf Iridjri ndonjdM,, F IEL31 i 
e»U tunorHriufrati_vEri[l'Si( / 10^3i , TIED 21 
c t L , tlirsorlff 1 i?f r a i r d-?v ,1 £ H 4,F EELD3 ! 
dll tufsnrVri te( rftNjriltdoWrl MTIELN '' 
taLL tjr*oryrite , :rjM_airdO!i,i6^ J ,F]iLD5:' 

:iU CursnrVn te(rin_«ir.dnii 11 l !B^,nfLDs) 
till C u r s-orU r 1 1 ef row_u 1 ndthu r 2;D ,,4 ^ F I EL07 ) 
till ShoxInputHlliH fiv_ | rindi>it,lQ,t+l* , njthtfIELI | ll 
cull Shay input f itld( rau_. ^ n dou r 1 Q r 3 . e n g t h < f IEL92K1 t Yl 
c i L l £bou Input F 1 e L d t ra u_v i n-dov . 1 ^ItKiigtfclFIELDJI+l ,31) 
dll Sion liiput F 1 « L d t rm_v i ndow . f ^ ^ + L»ng tfcl F 3 EL D (. ) + 1 , 17 1 
tall StsuInputFifU'l r«:v_v 1 nd>ov , ^ 4 # 4+ Lroffth I T 1 E.LDS ) + 1 #3-7 ! 
till S h<w [ n p u t r i 1 1 c ' rii^a I rias /" 0 . 1*1 eng t r> r I ElD 6 3 * ", 1 C • 
till Shawtnpat fi t Ldif rnw_x i niltMi r ?Q, ttLieg-thEf tEtlf 


now form part of rhe compound varrable tails. 
The immediate benefit here is that do/end type 
loops can now be used to perform all forms of 
setting up and data collection operations. For 
example the field names and cleared reply fields 
can now be produced using the code shown in 
fisting 3, Because these foopT?ased routines, 
along with other* that you'll find in thi s month's 
example script, can handle any number of field 
items, this means that no matter how complex 
a form definition you decide to use. these 
routines will be able to handle it- 

Inpcft data can also now be collected using 
compound variables, with the contents of each 
completed form, i.e. a complete input record', 
forming part of a single compound variable set 
[reply 5- .i) NeedFess to say this, compared to the 
relatively simple appr oach used last month, is a 
big improvement. 

When you run this month's example fby 
typing rx october_example at a Shell window) a 
form pretty much the same as that used in the 
previous instalment's code is produced I 
chose, incidentally, to keep the form description 
the same in order to allow easy comparison 
with the field definition approach used last 
month. Underneath the surface, 
however, you'll see that quite a lot of 
code has changed, and as well as 
implementing the compound variable 
loop tiKk* already mentioned 1 , some 
preliminary code, to alow any number 


of form 'records' to be stored, has been 
added. 

At the moment, however, alf that happens is 
that a dummy sarve routine get* called and, as 
each record is selected for storage, the form 
data just gets written baefc. to the Shell window 
jas a sort of Visible prompt' to confirm that 
something is happening]! As the entering of 
each set of information is completed, the script 
will ask if you want to stone the current record 
or not. and whether you want to enter further 
data. All these thing* are achieved with fairly 
mundane use of a CursocWrite(j routine using 
these types of statements: 

cill 

Cti r » o rlfr i l<( rnf„n i ndo v, 12, l , SC fc t.E H_PB0BFT J ) 

ji-fcinJchlraiijri ndonj) 

if Upper "K 1 then tall SaveSauO 

Another improvement to be found m this 
month’s offering is that if. at any time while 
entering information, you want to scrap the 
currently displayed data, you can now just hit 
Che ESCape key to dear the form and return to 
the first data input field again. In order to do 
this I've had to modify the CursorRead[) routine 
so that it defects when the ESCape key is 
pressed. Because of the way the routine was 
designed, this was quite easy to do and simply 
involved defining an ESC variable (as the value 
'] a x| and adding an additional ESC case to the 
routine's Select/When statements. 


■ Listing li Idil mwfh’i 
program effectively 
treated iKh Hold as an 
indapendant item 


mujouiw 

M.iHM-'lurjuiE: 

liZ.niit-hniriih: 

f .J.nmx'Mtfreisi 

M.BIll- 1 

f,5 .niifi- 1 


f ,l,r=10; 1.1.C-4; i .1,1=16 
r, 2,1=10; U,e=J*; f.Z,L*? 

1 . 3 . r = 1 £ ; fJ.tH; LlMV 
f.L t r=N; I. !.«■*; 

U.Mli 


t.T.raie- 'Tt Lep^o-ne' 1 ; 1,T.r*!l]j f„7.(-4; 


1. 4,1-3? 
f.i.l=3? 
1.4. l=IQ 


■ LJflFng S: Th« new 
sffla compound 
vAriiUi Held definttlpiti 


Dlspliftma: 

dp i=1 Id FIELI_[(IJ§T 

(pit turssrkri t e ra u_^ i ri d :w r t , i . r . f , \ .s T f.i . nweF 
■end 

tharfera: 

dp i=l to FIELD J4UH1 
coll 

ihovt npwt F I ft Id ( r i y_i I nduy , M < t , f . T t*Lni| E h < ♦. t , n»« M , 
f.U> 

BPid 

return 

■ Lining 3: Compound variable# *H(f« abort loop* 
tike the to hand fe any number at form setting 
up anti mubing opsratiurr* 
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£249.95 
£399 9$ 
£12995 


Ptoas&>tl2Mb 
Picasso it + TVPafrrt2 
Path Video Encoder 


Special limited otren 1 
Free Photo Wen X 
PhotoCD soHware with | 
all 2Mb boards! 
(Usually £49.95) J 


PICASSO H is the leading graphics card leu anyZorro based Amiga 
The VVortibonch emulation offers 256 colours, evsn on non-AGA 
machines {Ftequraa 0S3.1J al resolutions up to 1600x1250. Choose 
colour depths inducting HiColour (16 bit) and Truo Colour (24 bill No 
"Chip RAM limitaiions' and an tn-buttt Amiga video pass-through 
makes Picasso II the best value graphics card around! 

PABLO is lb# Video Encoder option tor Picasso SI, expending it with 
two additional video pods, one standard Composite Sync Signal, and 
one S-VHS (Y'C) compatible porl. All PAL compatible video devices 
can be plugged inlo Pablo, such as a colour TV or a video recorder. 

Al these great now prices, there has never boon a belter lime to 
enhance your system to allow a 24 -bit graphics capability 1 


Picasso II 1Mb £219.96 

Picasso II 1Mb + TVPalnt2 £369.96 

Muimxfla PkX8BO''^"^’!gZZZ!*’- £369.95 


Emplant 




Emplant can be used with any accelerated Zorro base Amiga. With Macintosh and i-'C emulation 
modules. Emplant is the Amiga s only elHn-one emulation solution. 

Macintosh® Emulation Modulo 

A foil 'generic' Macintosh with the speed dependent upon your processor. 

An A3000 is equivalent to a MAC ltd An A4000 is equivalent to a Quadra 900 
Support for up So 16 Coburs (non-AGA). 256 colours (AGA) or up to 24 W colours using 
third party video boards such as Picasso ii. CyberVision, P/ccolo SD64. Retina ale. 

Built in intelligent multiple fife transfer for transfers between the Amiga and MAC. 

Support for AmtgaDQS devices. CD BOM. direct Scanning, MID!, SyQuest. Printers 
Modems etc. Total compatibility through on-board SCSt interlace (Option B and Deluxe} 

‘ fun s -bit $lareo sound. Requires Macintosh ll/llxTlcx/SEBO 256K ROMs (not suppled 1 
Supports atl Floppy formats (Even BOOK Mac drives with additional AMI A interface I 

eSB&DX/SX Emulation Module 

MDA. CGA. EGA, VGA, SVGA video modes (AGA r s required hr VGA'S VGA). 

Sound, Joysticks, Floppy drives, AmigaDOS partitions, Extended Memory, and more f 
" Print from Windows or DOS via Amiga parallel port, 

Use CD ROM drive with any Amiga sided CDROM drive. 

' Will run programs that require greater than a 286 processor, 

Contes with both DX (FPU) and SX (no FPU) versions. 

Requires 4B6 PC BIOS, not supplied. 


Blittersatl are the exclusive European distributors for Utilities Unlimited, providing a full technical support, upgrade and warranty service. 


EMPLANT BASIC £239,95 

EMPLANT OPTION B (SCSI) £279 95 

PC e586DX MODULE £ 


EMPLANT OPTION A (AppleTalk ports) 

EMPLANT DELUXE 

AMIA 


£279 95 
£299,95 
£ 49.95 


ARIADNE & LIANA NETWORKS 

Ariadne ortem a simple bui effective Network solution for any Zorro based Amiga. 

* T wo extra parallel ports. 

The industry standard software solution ENVQ Y 

WBase-2 (Thin cthemet, coax cable) and 1 DBase- T (T wtsled pair, western jacket). 
Socket tor a boot ROM and 32Kb cache to support the C PU. 

SANA 41 compatible driver for ethemet and parallel port. 

ARIADNE £219.95 

Uana is the ideal solution for a quick, easy yel efficient connection between two 
Amiga’s. Simply plug the special cable into (he parallel port, install the ENVOY software. 

LIANA £ 59 95 


MAINACTOR BROADCAST 

iWainActor Broadcast is a completely new Animation program For any Amiga wiR 
OS2.04 or better. 

* Qver 20 Load/Save modvlas (AVI. BMP. DL. FLi. FLC. GIF, IFF. IFF-Aotm&& &J, 
JPEG. PCX, QuickTime) wth AVI, QuickTime and JPEG support up to 24-b/t 

* Index file for faster reloading of animations and playback from Hard Drive. 

* Support tor any graphics card for 24-b/t as well as standard Amiga screenmodes. 

* Effects modules to apply effects direct to animation (Text, Scroll Scale. Relate. ) 

* 19 Sound modules for soundfamlc playback incl compressed (OctaMed, SMS) 
in fl and 16 voices. 

* Joining, Convert. Split animations and aulosw/tch to optimal colour depth. 

* AREXX-Pod for external control and supped for M&croSy&ems multip/c iibrary. 

WUNACTOR BROADCAST ^IK 


DOUBLER 4000 - 50MHz 

FUitterso+l deliver the tastes! 5*040 accelerator tw<jr lew toe Amiga 4000/040. setting a new 
breakthrough in price and performance The new Doubler 40OH 50 MHz 66040 aOMlerator 
■delivers across lho board speed ■ncrea&GS tor fill applications and system lunctions Iransiab-np 
inlo a significant productivity rj.mi 

This powerful "plug and play' accelaralor is 100% hardware and software compeHt^e, since n alii* 
uses a Motorola 68040 processor N oilers an alfordabte upgrade lhal makes sense, requdng no 
special actowdns For a macerate pnee, users g»l t#ice toe processing power, yel retain 100% CJ 
iheir Amiga wrvsslment No software upgrad.ng, reco«lig<Jialion or mcompalibHilteS. 

The Doubler 4000 accelerator is an easy lu inwall daughter beard lhal; simply replaces f"c 25 
MHz 68Q40 CPU wif" 1 1 br L .in.’ SOMRz version already rrwtiJiuv.'. Anyone who can install a SIMM 
can install the Doubter 4000. Customers am supplied with phcrta-ikistratwi mslaltahon jn&lniCUm 
phis me nece&se^y extraction tool to perform Ihe installation. 

Singly putting a rasler processor into an Ai«»ga does not help much unless Ihe syslem can atvply 
anough data Id kaeo it busy That la why the Motorola W04O conlams a large wichip c*che. This 
cactw too Doubter 4005 to work -lerrn-indepandentty d ton Amiga memory subsystem In 
fad. 85% ol Ihe time toe cache contains IN? data and instrudions nobcssiuy for toe Doubler 4*000 
to Operate at lull speed. 

The Doubler 4000 Includes an an -chip malh CO-processor, and will iJrarnaheaHy speed up any application - such ns rendering - lhal depends 
on ddcukaHons. It *s coitiptetety tollable and system sale An integral coding system ensures that 1h© Doubter 4000 runs cooler a~:J 
ratably al 50 MH? tlwi Ihe original processor 

rtELA TTVE PERFORMANCE ( Syxtnfo 1Ai. rS benchmarks. J 

PH RY SI ONES - A40QW48 ; 17,973 DOUBLER 4000 : 

CPU MIPS - A 4 CKKH40 ; 18.76 DOUBLER 4 EK>0 : 

DISK MB VTES/SEC - A4000140 r 1 *B DOUBLER 4«)D : 

DOUBLER 4000 50MH* ACCELERATOR 


36.126 

37,72 

1.50 


Why not call our 
support BBS or 
visit our support 
conference on 
CIX? 




6 Drakes Mews, Crown hill, 
/lilton Keynes. MK8 OER. Ul 


01906 261466 
01900 261477 
015)00 261456 
01900 261499 


Orders Onl> 

ToehriicBl (10D pm - 4.M | 

Fi 

BBS (24 Hgu 


Ohclcir by ADzeaaVi&ivDeltOj'Switch ui Postal ord<ir''Ch*gii* 
CrotM cAnJs .iitracl a 2 h"a surttvirgn 


Pricea and speciltcuHanS may change wrlhmjl hOMcv All pf ■ ^ z - 1 
VAT |l it, aifvi&ablv- to tetepheno In i cmrirm p- cing e[ - *. >1. 
availability before Ordering E&OE AB trad n mil r k f- acknMM 


EUFkOPEAN CUSTOMER ORDERS WELCOME 
UK/EUHOPEAN TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
e-mail : pl«?Aid6'<-u:.compulink cu uk 
CCirrpLiserw 1 00620-222- J 








he other day I saw a posting on LIX 
heralding the 'new A4QOOT.' IE was 
attributed to Alex Amor's Creative 
Equipment International, an American company 
who'd been involved in the bidding lor the 
Amiga before Escom finally inarfed it up. 

It was headed 7 July ] 995 - FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE - and described how the A4QOOT wril 


be positioned as a high-end video workstation.' 

It goes on to describe if as 'a tower-based model 
with the Motorola 68040 processor operating at 
25MHz. Initial configurations are expected to be 
6Mb of RAM and 540Mb hard disk. Introductory 
pricing is set for a street price of tJS$3499. CEJ 
will he offering different configurations.... 
Furthermore we realise that the price of the 
A4GQQT is slightly higher than we all would 
have wished. At the same token there is pent up 
market demand.. 

Now. knock me down with- a leather but I 
couldn't help taking this with a very big pinch of 
salt. After all. CEI didn't win the bid, but had 
been making hig noises that they were 
confident of winning. They’ve been out of the 
hmefight for a while, so a message from CEF 
serves, if nothing else, to keep Them on the map 
durmg these lean times. 

Then came a contradictory message from 
Giiles Bourdin of Amiga Technologies GmbH in 
Germany, dated 1 4 July, which says that as yet 
there have been no firm distribution contracts or 
agreements signed for Northern America, nor 
have pricing levels been set for the A4QPD! . So 
Just what Ijs going on? Did CEJ jump the gun? 
Did they dream this A4000T up themselves? 


TURKEY 


Let s look more closely at the spec No 
monitor or CD-ROM is mentioned.- the drive is 
quite small by h.gh-end standards - 6Mb of 
memory isn't even enough to run that TV 
favourite bghtWave, and other cruciaf programs 
such as Art Department Professional. FmageFX? 
and Real 3D are alf going to need more memory 
tor serous TV work. 

On top of that it doesn't say whether the 
A4O0OT will have any form of video output, so 
an encoder card or goodnquality genlock will be 
required. This A4O00T Hooks like a machine 
which is tailored to run something [ike Stala 
MM4QQ [not that I m knocking MM4QQ - it's a 
great appficationf and not a real' video machine 
after all, 

And then there's the price - US$34991 Even 
loosely transited into UK currency that's around 
E2F9D, or £2600 including VAT - and not even 
a monitor thrown In. Couple that with the 
relatively stow [by high-end standards} 25MHz 
040 processor and the only conclusion I can 
come up with is that CEI have announced a real 
turkey 

A friend of mine has just bought a Pentium 
90 PC costrng around L240Q. The price includes 
a i Gh drive, 15" multisync monitor, f 6Mb RAM, 
sound card, 24-bit graphics card, speakers and a 
quad-speed CP-RQMf And it runs lightwave like 
a dream knocking off a lult overscan, 
anttallased render with refraction and reflection 
in a matter of minutes, In fact, when I phoned 
him he was rendering the textures example and 
it took less Chan three m 'notes to do the 
business. J can t see a 25MHz 04 0 even getting 
dose. 

Okay, hrs PC wifi need a few more add-ons to 


Upset in 
uidealend 



■ Tho A4QQQT 
- mm it foara 
any form of video 
inpvt?p 


achieve toll 
video 

compatibility, but, 
unlike five years ago, 
these extras are becoming 
more and more accessible to PC 
users. There'S now a PAR card for the 
PC. and genlocks, video processors, 
f'ramegrabbers and edit controllers are all readrly 
available The aiiwt will also need additional 
hardware, which might include a PAR card and 
a framegrabber. A 24-brt card would also be 
very useful, plus all the bells and whistles 
imemofy, CD-ROM, monitor, big hard drive, etc] 
which are no longer luxuries tor serious video 
producers and animators. 

Now, let s hope that all this is theoretical, and 
that the new A4Q0QT will not only have 
reasonably priced bundle options, but that the 
base machine itself will not make a Pentium PL 
or 'well-appointed Mac look even more tempting 
than they already do. it's one thing relying on 
the Amiga’s video reputation to sell it, but 
Escom/Amiga Technologies are going to have to 
come up with something really special to keep 
video folks on their side. 

After afl. PC and Mac development continues 
apace while Amigia R&D appears to have 
ground to a halt, devefoperi are still waiting to 


be contacted by 
Amiga Technologies, 

_ and a new high-end 
Amiga will still only be 
playing catchup with current 
PC and Mac systems by the time it 
i hits the streets - unless some rapid 

' behind the scenes developments are 

going on. 

This is not a good slate of a ffairs to 
be in, even if you 're Che most rabid of Amiga 
supporters. If J was in the market for a 
video/graphics Amiga f'd want one which COuld 
see off the competition, and at a sensible puce, 
I'd want a built-in video output which was at 
least composite, preferably S-VH5 ]or even bofhj, 
even tor lesser machines such as the AT 2DG or 
rumoured A 1 300. 

Until Amiga Technologies take a good hard 
look at what Amiga users actually require for 
high-end video applications and came up with 
same solutions, I can only conclude that this 
A4-DGGT price and spec certainly isn't going to 
cut it. For all our sales, let's just hope that CEF's 
message was low on substance and high on 
hype. Only time, and Amiga Technologies, wilt 
tell. 

The source 

Thanks to Jeff Walker of JAM tor posting the 
original messages on OX. 

Gary Whiteiey can be emtailed as 
drgazetw.cQfmpulink co.uk 


mull . li 
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TIFFYTECH PD Best value disks around 


COMPILATION UTILITY DISKS 

CUOO I ; CRUNCHERS VI; Imploder 4, Powerpatktr, Slonetratker, + tnore. 
I CU002: ARCHIVERS V I : Compilation of the very best archive^. 

CU003: WB TOOLS VI: Add Tools* Task control. Assign Manager* + lots 


CUGCM' DOS TOOLS VI. Dos Trace, Powerahell* Multidos, Snoopdos, + 


CU0O5: GRAPHICS VI: Gif. Imaged. ModeMD, Mpeg Player, View, + more. 
CU0O6: GRAPHICS V2: Minimarph, PPshow 4_ SpiraDraw. Pic2Ansi, + 
more. 

CU0D7; ICONS VI: Brush to Icon. Newicom. 

I CU0Q8: ICONS V2: leonkm, Itonmaster, Iconpack. Swapcok. 

CU0O9- WP + DTP VI; AmigaFo*. Jed. TextEngine* Typist, 

CUOIO; BOOTUTILS VI : Bootjob. Fast Intro Maker, Boctiniro, + more. 
CUOll: A12QC VI: Degrader, Midnight, PaleUreq. Fakemem, Kunshit + 

1 cum 2; DISK 'UTIL VI: Di&kmate. Disk spare, Filemaster 2, Ndjck 2, + more, 
CUO 1 3 : HD UTILS VI: Chopper, Kwickbackup. Qfind, S-Pack, TDM. +■ 

CUO 1 4: BUSINESS Vl: Amigadea, Cak. TdeBase, Database 13* QED, + 


COMPILATION GAME DISKS 

CGOOI: Amobea Invaders, Bobs Garden, Defender, Digger. 

CG002: Croak. Dlux Galaga, Mega worm, Mouth man, 

CG003: Arcadia, Bugblaster, Tanx, Zerfcerk. 

CG004: Amigatration, Asteroids 2, Aztec Challenge, Missile Command. 
CGOOS: Dictator. Dragontiles 2, Revolution, Vchess, 

CGQQ4-: CybemeEix. Parcheese, Tankattack. Top Hat Willy, 

CG007: Dwdy, Microbes, Mouse Impossible, Tettrix. 

CG006: Dlux Paemaa Drip, Quickmoney. 

CG009: Workbench Games Vol I (Too many to mention herd). 

CGOIG; Cow Wars. Descender. Hotair, 

CGOl I: Artillerus, Paranoids. Wordsearth, Retchasketch. 

CG0I1 Biplanes, Minesweeper, Dessert Defnder, Exile. 

CGOl 3 : Bridge ball. AmosCoimDrop, Guedo, Gammon. 

CGO I A: Jumper, Airace. Euphorion, Video Poker. 

CGOl 5; Wipeout, 3D Tic Tic Toe. Dynamitewar, Octothello. 

CGOl 6: Adventure. Cellest, Drivewars, Fieueh. 

CGOl 7: Galartcnd, Imperial. Lines, WBrair. 

CG018: Lothian, Blaster, Dr Mario. 

SPECIAL PACK OFFERS - You can get all- these at less chan 35p a game! 
And the utilities at less than 2Sp a fade. See box below for our great offers 


SINGLE UTILITY DISKS 

U001: AmigiBase VI. 3, Good diabase. 
LHXfi: OctoMED VI. Best pd Music editor, 

I UOOi Cartographer. 

U004: Dice {*). C (xogramfnii^ emirorwieriL 
UQQfc Kingfisher I (*). Fish disk database, 
UOM: Hardware Hacks Vol I [ASM I A5CQP). 

I UOOT Kirdware Hacks Vol 2 [ASOO & ASDGPl 
UQQB: BDG - Great guide W the Internet! 
U009; Viewtek - Good picture Viewer. 

I UO 10: Term V4 [3 asks}. Comms package. 
UOU: Dynamise Form (2 disks) IFF Format- 
U0I2: Exile foncs -more IFF fonts, 
i UO I J: Gelignite fonts - tet more Iff fonts, 
UQH: Opftitk (2 disks') - loads of utilities. 

J*} = HD essential + archived wth Iba. 


SINGLE AGA 
GAMES 

A0<3 1: Tetris Duel AGA. 

A002; Motorola Invaders (2 disks). 
A003: Hoi AGA Remix. 

A.004: Megaball AGA, 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Fred, Fish I - 1000, Mods. Pics, Clipart 
Fonts, Amos* + lots mere, 

SPECIAL PACKS , 

Pack 01 (CU00 1 -CU020) £2fi* 

Pack 02 (CGOOl-CGO IS)„. ~£24* 1 

*Np free disk oFfer or p&p 


SINGLE GAME DISKS 
FOR ALL MODELS 

G0O1: Dlux Galaga V2. 

G002: Overlander. 

GOO 3: Pengs 2. 

GQQ4; Reflection, 

GOOS: Star Woids (2 Disks). 

G006: Incinerator. 

GOQ7: Kill Those Little Doods. 
G0O8; Last Refuge. 

G0O9r Fighting Warriors. 

G0 10: Dr Strange. 

GO I I; Space Invaders II. 

GO 1 2: Catacomb. 

GO 1 3: Blackdawn. 

G0I4: Mega Ball 3. 

GDIS: Create Adventure Games. 


ORDERING! 

DISK PRICES'- 

Compilation disks ,...£2.00 each 

Single disks I -4- £L50 each 

Single disks 5+ £1-00 each 

POSTAGE & PACKING: 

UK please add 70p per order 

WORLDWIDE (min 2 disks) 

please add 50p per disk 

Please make cheques/ postal orders 
payable to D, TIFF and send to: 

102 Robin Hood Gdns, 
Poplar, 

London El 4 OHW 

FREE?! Choose 1 free disk with evcry| 
10 that you order! REMEMBER that 
some titles are more than I disk!! 


E. M. COMPUTERGRAPHtC 's 


u 



The largest and most highly praised collection of high 
qualify DTP & DTV PD & Shareware in AMIGA history! 


lYus, is the uni) way wc can 
uciion. 


TIiL'sc ( 'Ds _lt i. 1 be inu tLcvelopcd. designed & distributed on!) hv E.MXtimpulergruphic 
have complete quality control over all aspect v nt ineir product 

The KRP price Lor each t’D is C24.9V + 1 1 .00 L K pp 

E r ';ir ] : it> 1 das- 1 ' reircrtlwl Alttniul.. l imifH- EJ ! H i pi 1 kehl of W nrli-l :nLL tfi U0 pp 

These CDs Sir* aimed directly at Arnica tisers. and w* mol designed for molts pbtttsnn^t'n^uc^r use This iikvitis 
th:H yiui won 1 ! get CDs krtded with PC files that you cannot use! To aid in I he rapid location N fonL ® 
imugi.- d«a, cuclusUhe H CDs u ill contiiin . lbT font reviews hv hVLKY hmi you simply dicT on prev Jtw 
icon to SEil the 1'om 1 The clipart and image directories have been FULLY sorted and ALI^din^lLMies include lull 
H i- preview thumbnail index screens tund also descnplive lilenaiucs) Purchasers ul ibc will also hast he 
□ptjen iis buy a lypeilictr book, published especially for each M ihe BMC CDs* containing MILL font printouts, 

A H m a||, ..these CDs wilt offer vnu die legendary quality and organisation that EMC's irwssivc worldwide database 

L>t custorners (and reviewers' have grown lo ex peel. 

Unlike mosi ^^l the CDs currently available. THBSE CDs ARL NOT F11T-LD W ITH Jl NK. 

The 1'irsi disk - EMC PHASE f - will he released ^...Monday 11th September 1995 


PHASE 1 - RELEASE DATE: 11,09. 93 

Fonts Typ*1 EMC 4.5 6 7,16 - CG EMC 0,9, 10.24,24 POraw EMC 19,19,3d 4 K Clients 


CHpB.rl F ui 1 . tfinur mta aA-r|i*«wr«i injrri-flr i ! ijrsrjcrtn lotol » ■ z*r#nioolaj 

IFF Aninwto ( 1 

IFF Co! Birds, Cart, . _ . , 

EPS Ahimaia, Eluildingp. Ctxnpule rs . Food, Lagoa , 


tnw BLK}<lln=<3ppr«S [ndmcwr cm Iinwam iD«m .. . 

I 14. Farfa»y(S7), WusiC(IB) People™, fl-hgnnltt) 

S, dais OirTOKiurs, Dogs Fah m^ses. L»nKir«. Music Pianos 
JjhidincK Comtxilers . Food, Lagoa, Olllw. People Tr: import. L 1 : 


& Reptiles, 
USA 9 World. 


Images an Iff IE cttoil . Harr. -miiUicE atnl ?SE CD»cjr ii 
Armas BiillOWtf Slflke7 Cars. Conan Dragon Lance, Fantasy Hore«* 

Flgnctorj. Replrtes. SncwScenea, Space Slar Trgk Trams, 6?4-mh d 736 x S6b ^ "HX? 

SacKdi^xi ln IEF lG4£56wlfuf larmals 

PaL.5™3 update to version 3 OH Complete Gp*M*ion2.3b Typesmlrh? 5a updalw 

iirtd Demo. Page«^eam2 O«mo, 10 i sally u&olul UIiIiLjbs and h^aps 01 odror Stun 


PHASE 2 - RELEASE DATE: OBUI.OS 

Forts Typol EMC 17 27 20 77 - CG EMC 25,26.30.31.92 - Colour EMC 4A.4R 1 71 Imagine 

Cliperl FuIV latlMlnte Bub-arCCJi^tBR inuT^wrOl OrtCXxws liaed fl b<srknt»5 

IFF AtohBbel(4) Borctor? 1*6-1 ^ildmos^S CBitonns(17>. Computerti,7i i: duration i,Lu 

Eteclnc IGV FooU (30>. hialofy (5). Natural (59J, SpaceftSciFi I3J 
IFF Col fn.nl World M.tps (of every country orc Eartlnl), Ships VegntaW&a 
GEM Arrows 9 &1ats. BotHms. gildings . Clipart. Office OtherStufl Photo Transport 

IMG Animal a , Cartoon*. Food Olhri^Slidt. Pe-opla . PHirUs, Sporls. ThnArls T ranspert Xma&. 

ImsaeS n IFF 16 -llciiif. Han nlKrlaCfl ^nr. IFF £5fieoK)lH lorm ilsl 

0abylon5, Skrts , BoriaV, Brtlsto. Dnga, Egypt EQuast . F«TO People Gkls Kst^ 
Mlliier, 1 NIohlBiead. ParSfiims, Peopte, Bdrn, Twnwnator TerturaE, Star Trek tTMi!i. V Water 
5n2s, Wcate World. World Ponple and 70- n-ogahyte& ol 736 n Video Backdrops m 1FI 
IBS, 2&6 ooiijnr formats 


^^^^S^ELEAS^FFER^l9!9^^p!!!oNORDEnS RECEIVED BEFORE 8th SEPTEMBER 

Crtequet.rdLrbaresuqec.rao o ^ rrn ^ s , on allowing us to tank you. Cheque S days poor lo the lauuCh dale 


E&OE 

r i ,: ue'. F' liai n-on^s pantile I- E-IEC'TAtPLiTfFi'fiPXPF 
Cheques lho su±i|ect lo 5 working day clearance 


E. M. COMPUTERGRAPHIC 

8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. C015 1JU 
Tel : 01255 431389 Fax: 01255 428666 
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Amiga Computing 


Iven the versatility of almost ail 
synthesizers, you might welt imagine 
that it would be qurte easy to 
produce drum/percussion accompaniment by 
just selecting suitable drum sound voices, in 
fact, it isn't quite that straightforward because, 
set up jn the conventional way, a multi-timbral 
synth would only be able to play one voice 
group setting per channer, So even if you only 
wanted a bass drum, a snare, open and closed 
hi-hats. a couple of tom-toms and a cymbal, 
you'd still use up seven Mi da channels and 
a large chunk of your multi-timbral 
capabilities. 

The solution to this difficulty was 
solved years ago and involves a slightly 
different arrangement whereby all 
percussion events are sent on just one Midi 
channel with the note value being used to 
indicate which particular drum/percussion 
voice should sound. Mow, newer synthesizers 
often have facilities like these built rn (usually 
on Midi channel 10) but many older 
instruments will not, and the best thing to do 
n these casts is add a separate drum machine' 
to your Midr set up. 

SQPHISTIMTED SDUflDS 

Drum machines nowadays are quite 
sophisticated and often use sampled (r.e. 
digitised real percussion sounds] as opposed to 
synthesized sounds, and even the pitch and 
volume of individual drum's voices may be 
altered Loads of preset rhythm patterns will 
also be provided, many ol which Will make 
good starting points for creating your own 
percussion tracks. 

When you start a drum machine playing 
you'll not only hear the percussion sounds via 
its audio connections but the umt will be 
transmitting Midi data as it plays. The messages 
transmitted may include start/stop information, 
timing docks, and the drum-note data itself. Of 
course, the reverse procedure also applies- and 
if the drum machine is sent Midi cfara it will 


’ play the' 

appropriate percussion voices. 

As far as the recording of percussion tracks is 
concerned, it is much the same as recording 
ordinary synthesizer data. Vou start the unit 
playing and just record the Midi data 
generated at the Midi Out terminal There is, 
however, one thing that you do have to bear 
in mind - you must not transpose drum 
channel cfata. Since specific dorms and 
percussion instruments are represented by 
particular Midi notes, any change in these note 
values would change the actual percussion 
voices bemg played. 


Til? adJiCon of m drvm to JWI 

jfltnJga tf^u«irdn^ art tup wilt ap&n 
many creative doors for the musician 

drum part will, on playback, sound disastrous 
- recorded bass drums might turn into 
cymbals, the snare drum might vanish, and the 
overall effect is invariably to make the 
drum/percuiSJon track sound almost 
unrecognisable. Obviously, it is something that 
is easily fixed by re-transposing the data back 
into rts original key (thus restoring the original 
note values], Some Amiga sequencers price Pr 
T's JCCSJ allow you to 'protect' a specified Midi 
channel from transposition and this is very 
convenient because it allows you to carry out 
all normal transposition operations knowing 
that the note values of the drum/percussion 
data i nude you r drum tracks wiJI not be 
altered. 

Drum machines land integral synthesizer 
percussion facilities come to that) vary 
enormously In the number of different 
percussion sounds they can provide. 
Unfortunately, prior to General Midi, there was 
little standardisation between different 
manufacturers as far as which note numbers 
represent which drum sounds The note, 
which on one drum unit plays a crash cymbal, 
could well produce a High Bongo' sound 
when sent to another machine. Needless to 
say, this is something which many users just 
have to live with and it really only causes 
major problems if you are using material that is 
either intended for, or created by, someone 
else who is using a different drum machine. 

As far as creating suitable drum patterns is 
concerned, the situation for the beginner is 
very good indeed Firstly, you il be able to use 
the rhythm patterns and styles available on the 
percussion unit itself. Secondly, you II find that 
focal music stores will stock a number of books 
which provide details of popular and useful 
drum patterns written in easy-to-understand 
block notation' style. 


the effect of madverrendy transposing a 


Tricks of the trade 

It is sometimes said that drum machines can produce monotonous drum parts. They can - but 
this is almost always due to how the drum patterns were programmed in the first place The 
big question is... what can you do about it and, most of the trme, ie comes down to attention 
to detail. A common problem is getting the accents right on ht-hat parts Some accent pads 
have limited capabilities - even though the drum machine may be fully velocity sensitive via 
Midi In these cases, it's usually best to drive rt from a touch sensitive keyboard but you'll find, 
by experimenting, that a loE can also be done by editing the data using yOur sequencer. 

It's been recognised for some time that if you Lake a perfectly quantised drum pattern arid 
marginally alter the position of the snare drum, ie. pull it back, or push it forward, then the 
whole 'feel of the pattern can change. Vou can do this sort of thing quite easily via most 
sequencers simply by recording each drum an a separate track and adjusting the individual 
start positions. 

As well as altering the feel of a drum pattern track, you can 'thicken up' weak sounding 
drums by taking the drum track (or a part of itj, duplicating it onto a second track, shifting it 
along by a small time interval, and playing the resulting tracks simultaneously. Done selectively 
it can be very effective, especially when using hard-left/hard -right stereo panned sound 
outputs. 

All these sorts of tricks come with practice and most users find that, within a few weeks of 
starting to use a drum machine, they are getting excellent results, Yamaha and Roland drum 
machines are available at quite reasonable cost, and with many shops offering second-hand 
units at bargain prices nowadays, it's never been easier to add extra percussion facilities to your 
Midi set up. If you don't believe me, take a walk down to your focaf music shop and sec what's 
on offer yourself! 
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;!" we tell you thin an item you order is in stock, 
and you don’t get it within 10 days, it s FREE- 


Our promise to you; 
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• vt-'i: ix vt'r Mlnh.irx’c «’ft-iLn 'JiTiit i .inb 
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• Wi jil- always friendly & helpful 

■ • We Jit- iJVjiUliL. darn V.i 9pm tnery day 

• We never y™ ah: mi our >UH.k- 

• Vi e ntft'er quirfik’ JujuI letums. 
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• Money MViftjt d IlKWTlt vyochctl 

• Bonus point scheme 
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I • Free compeiitinv & more. . 
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I know I ve argued about this before. 

E hut Met usage is expensive. A In? of 
stupid companies who don't pay for 
their phone bills are lushing onto the Net with 
Web sites and Inviting us to send our cash 
down the phone to pay tor goods and services. 
No way! Think about it These admittedly 
brilliant sites I've mentioned here can cost you 
a couple of quid to visit - even if you visit therm 
at off-peak times. It's a pricey business, even 
with alt the good deals that phone companies 
are flinging your way these days to get your 
money. 

Obviously, faster modems would be a 
bonus, and foe frequent Net access, or if you 
are a 'Net hack Hike me, then a 28, SOD baud oj 
even ISDN is a definite good idea Okay, so you 
shall out more initially, but the savings m 'Net 
nme are enormous. You have to be very careful 
when you get fast Net access though, because 
it might mean you spend a bit longer on-line 
than you should, and you just download 
bigger fifes fit's a bit like real life where your 
expenditure expands to filf and even exceed 
the avaifable budget.) 

So to help you enjoy your Net lile more and 
* avoid those scary phone bills., here is my five- 
point plan for more efficient Netting 


1 , Get the fastest modem you can buy, beg or 
steal The more rapid transfer rate between you 
and the host machine will mean faster access to 
the Internet, especially useful for graphics- 
Intensive Web sites. 

2, On-line so much people can t get you on the 
phone? Get another phone line for your 'Net 
access or better yet. get a beeper like the one I 
have - the Motorola Lifestyle Flus It costs IflO 
and after that there is no charge. People pay 
just 20p a trme when they dial up a premium 
rate line and tap in their phone number. It’s cool 
gadget too, and makes people on trains think 
you are a doctor. 

3, Use a stopwatch. When you Jog on start the 
timer and keep looking at rt Try to limit your 


browsing to half an hour a day, especially if 
you're togging on before 6pm, 

4. Save frequently. Save the text of pages if 
there's a lot to read, either as text or HTML Read 
off-Tine as often as possible, It s easy to forget 
you are connected to the phone when you are 
reading someLhing interesting. 

5, Do what you've got to do and get out of 
there It's easy to roam around the Web when 
you are bored, and it's just as easy to not really 
have any arm in mind. The Web is a tool, and 
okay. It's quite good fun too, but it should be 
used carefully. So don t just wander around the 
Net burning up cash. Look for something, find 
it, note any interesting URLs on the way, but get 
out quick. 


WorldCam 

http 7/www.ovd. com 

One of the most interesting things 
about the Net is its NetCams, that 
is to say video cameras which 
relay almost live info from their 
location to you via the Web The 
mbit impressive collection Of 
these cams rs WorldCam. 
WorldfCam has also compiled a list 
of the best Cams from around 
the world, including The 
Faff on Cam at Calgary 
University, The Incredible FrshCam 
ja fish tank]. Fog Cam and the 
ama^ng wearable WebCam - a 
camera attached to someone who 
has a wearable Net-based 
computer so you see what they 
are doing . 


Batman Forever 

btcp.//www batmanforevef.com/ 



The web srte for the new Batman 
film. Out now, and very fab rt is 
too The site has pictures, sounds 
|Jive via Real Audio if you have a 
PC based 'Net program running 
on your EmpfcmtJ ,md mows tor 
you to watch It also has some 
very nice HTML tricks, like 
animated logos 


Net watch 


MGMAJA Lion s Den 

http://www.mgmiia com/MGM/! 
ndex hbnl 



The MGM/Unrted Artists home 
page, with details of aN their 
recent filmage For example 
Goldeneye, the new Bond Film, 

At the time of writing there 
weren't any pictures, but there 
was a sneak preview. Presumably 
this rs because the film is in 
production and it needs more 
doing to it before you can realiy 
get a look at any sets or anything. 
Afso, there are details about 
Species, which rs a new spooky 
film with bags of special effects 
about a new type of human, 
which of course goes haywire 
and kills everyone. In the grand 
odd tradition. There's also lots of 
SLuff on the new lank Girl movre, 
starring Lon Petty 


Sony Pictures Entertainment 
Hume Page 

Mtp://www. Spe. SOny COm/Picture 
s/indexhtmi 

Access to Sony's Entertainment 
network, including their movies 
through Sony Pictures. All the 
upcommg features are here like the 
excellent The Net' ]no relation to 
the prwfuf BBC series! Sttmng 
Sandra BuNocfc, the most excellent 
Johnny Mnemonic starring Keanu 
Evil Ted' Reeves, and other 
bonuses like ‘First Knight' with Sean 
Connery and Richard Gere. Oh, 
not forgetting Juha Ormond ... ooh, 
how could I forget 

Buena Vista MovicPIex 

http://Www.disney.com/ 

The very graphics-heavy Buena 
Vista Pictures site has now moved 
to ihe Disney site, it used to be 
out on its own but it’s been 


absorbed into the controlling 
company's Web activity. AJf you 
need to know about the new BV 
releases, including the new Judge 
Dredd picture with Sylvester 
Stallone. 

Paramount Pictures 

hrtp:/Avww, paramount .corn/ 

Ai the Paramount site you can get 
a preview of scenei from Michael 
Crichton's new film, Congo, Mel 
Gibson as Braveheart. and sneaky 
previews of the new Star Tne*- 
Voyager TV senes [coming soon to 
a video store near you.) 

MCA/Universal Cyberwalk 

http://www. mca.com/ 

The MGVUruversal site was one of 
the first movie companies on the 
Web r and it shows by its stock 
presentation. The site hats previews 
of Tom Hanks in Apollo 13, the 
J20Q million Kevin Costner film 
Waterworks and also Spidberg's 
Casper,, the friendly ghost. 
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iwia. If m printer bMWitaitate *v «««.»?■ 

rwtewlflur kits fan? complete with ct*hsmI iMwn Anh twH% m* in**W m jQltwaiv COWt-ElE hlT 



FLEXIDUMP 3 







NO MORE BANDING! 

NO MORE WHITE LINES! 

COLOUR GRAPHICS LIKE 
YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE 

\es it’s itul' the new 1V*J 3 will retiKive ha rating Jr 
wliitr iina from dui mitrix * hdbbl^el printm. 
um ran have i*wr Ljiiility 'im your printer, 

Gtiw' new ktfbtres tad«fr-- 

+ Mmo«l coitrol for pii-hiw enharr I'lnunl * '* crl ait’a w tv 
I *j mtftl * Select size ti» be pcinficd + P^ miYlml * L-itaur Mm 
t |pi urhMtion + Auterutk poster mode f W larger ttinn A i 

• ( jiiimi com', him * Spooler for rolinir IdterhartLi eu * L ‘ ,ur 

. .^1,-i .r + Ml ,1V wuh .mh-j-uKu-i r,*m-'iv..U' ja*fte. flip * 1-! n-ji' 
mra rt dithering (M wtteml * Variable krreit* iimgiRgto urtd.lv 
rtniiwr I'.inJii'-s and wrote lines ★ Ci^«ur c»Wngu* luncUwn wiil 
print a isiif.idti.-re ri eadi pkturv ttinfiguntiin Mww H a»us)ai 

* SuiiaWHnr Citizen, Epte. Hewlett fa. Latd. NEC I ■*»» nig 
N'lkfth* ,Sn»r .ind |LLS| akml anydyi inaitoi ur ink|tf-1M'blc|ci.' 
liierjn printer. 

OVHiVfSWT CARE SPECI AL QMS 

VirtiiwDE fuxJDL mf ro tiulwmp nut. i, 

OMf EM.«INCf ftt 3 L RTS M*sm 1>3!A 


INKJET REULLS 


Fur; Hr DESKJET 50G, 510, 520, 550, SOOC 550C ST- 
EPSON STYLUS fUKt, 1000. CANON BUBULEJET Bt -01. 
BI10E/E X/KX, 102, B1 200, BJI30. B|3I1I1. BJ330 
Oil VETT1 JF] 50, 250, 350- CITIZEN FROJET, 

3 Refill Kit 60ml pure 1 black ....... f-B.99 

6 Refill Kit IXhiupufc bl.Kk - £lb.» 

CANON RJC 600, BJC 400 

10 Refill Kit tflml pure black - LS.W 

20 Rdf ill KiS 120ml pure black. - ■ dn&-99 

TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR Hi. DE5KJE I RANGE 
Canon BJC60Q, BJC4Q0Q etc. 10 Refills of Yellow, 

Magenta ji Cyan iSOml , -- — ■*••« — £21.9Q 

Print Head Reooverv Fluid for unblocking 

tiozzlei — — — — - 

fBUtorramf- Please State type when ordering as OUT mk-s 
are spedally formulated to match the Printer and NOT a 
general purpose ink 


COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS 


Don't throw awav VDUfcT plastic printer ribSwr. cases when, Ike ribbon 
rw.urs «il just tike die tap tiff take out the dd ribbon and retold tf 
with, a new ime. H't simple. Full ifistrurtinffi supplied 

Reluak^ Eon- 

Star IO» 9 Fin 4 Colour (Normal bik) . 

l Reload - 15.19 5 Reloads - ±23.95 

5<ar 24 Pin 4 Cntaur (Normal tnkl 

1 Reload - ffc.W 5 Retaads * Q9.H5 

Gtaten Swift/ ABC 4 Coltw (Nwisial Ink) 

1 Rrinad - 3 keluads -Qv.91 

Sriktha SL 95/% 4 Cdam (Normal Ink] 

1 Reload - ±5.9? 5 Reloads - ±29.95 

Fanascnic KXP2180,'2]23 /HE 4 Cdour (Ntrnu] Ink.! 

I Reload - £6.99 -5 Rrioads - £29,95 

Irk ribimwalw available in Canid, Silver. Magonta. Orange, Purple, 
Itmwn. Green, Blue, Red lor a wide range of printers, 


_ T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS 

BLACK PRINTER RIBBONS ■ PRINT ON NO UN t A I PAPER 1 RON ON T-SHIRT 


SPECI AL RE-INK 


l-cr Paiuemc Printer. Star LC20H 9 Pin, Epson IglOD, Oti 
m/m Flack bottle will re-ink IDO- ribbons — “ y 


Pant throw oway yutJ plastic printer ribbon ectses when the rib- 
bon wears util just take Ihe top off, lake out the old ribbon and 
reload II With a new ufte, 

Ciftwi Swift/ ABC/13® 5 black reloads * ^99 

SUr LCWJ/2D/ W 5 black rdc»ds. — — -“Tj 

Star 1X24 Rioge Ibkckn-kiads. "•'t 

Swift Kha 190Q/24W/SL95/%5 black reloads ...^.99 

Epson FXSO/ LQWKf Range 5 btark reloads - -XI 1.95 


4 Colour Citizen Swift - - 

4 Colour Citizen Swift (Rekpadf^-. J ' ^ , ue 

4 Colour Star LDP — ^...,...„.X14. 

4 Colour Star LC200 9 Fir ...._ — ^ Z 


h™ * 2Jr! Enck*. ch^Tw m*. p^bte teCAKt ELFCTHONIC5 or o>c *«**/*m 

CARE ELECTRONICS 

Dopt AMC, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, Waltord, Herts, WD 2 6 JN, Fax, 01923 67 , 

ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064 S3 


,, . r, n b nr; lUnimE VAT ANH TARRlACit 


4 Colour Star LC200 9 I'm {RjefoedJ - 

4 Colour Star LC200 24 Fin - - 

4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload) 

1 Colour Star LCld 

1 Colour Star LC20Q 9 Fin 

l Cnluur all star 24 Pin 

I Colour Etmoii FXBO/LQ400/ NtXKLi 

1 Colour Epson FXH.H1. - “'“‘SIue 

1 Colour Panasonic KXP 1080 — . XH-9- 

Heal transfer Pens 5 large wii/wari^/yelliw/ green r 

blue, taf fy pens tulYC a marker M?e nib £14.95. fl 

Heat transfer Fens 5 small red / orange,' 1 yellow /^n-te-n/ 
Mu*. Small pens Huvc n. fine mb — ».xi*' ’ 5a HC - 


2.95 

£29.95 

£1495 

1.95 

£11.95 

.....XI 1.95 

.JEUJ95 

£1195 



ac 

r- 

r- 

* 

x 

t- 


"If H sounds likt I raved. Uien I « . ..mimmicaled suetessfully exactly how groovy this product i 

Ami-FileSafe 

mahus as much diffiw^ncc as atSding sontt* fast SCSI Zorro 111 cunLntllu liuin tiLll , 


riJ Fb fitj 
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Tried with Mail Manager again. My HA W 8 «« amazing! T.^Ung sped up from around SW messages*.™ up In I2MI «r so! 1 
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eleome back. Let s hope you have 
the rest of the program typed in by 
rww; ass we are gorng io give you 
she rest of the Screen Info program by Graham 
Moody. All set? Right, let's get going 
As we said last month this js a sr reen info 
program which loads a screen and gives you 
infg about it. The author describes its usage 
thus: 

Here js a routine that wilt g've you information 
on the current screen, from the screen number 
to the amount of memory the screen is using. 
There are two modes of operation. 

JCREEIIJRMII] 


is the silent mode, where by the information is 
returned from the procedure in a stfrnq. 


_$tHEENNH|RtteVlULfftmi,TJ) 

IfllflIERM £ 0 LfltlS S=V* UHi d* ( I 1,21,4) J 

JNIIBEI»FaiTPLjUllE^V4l(lidtfIl^t,l)) 

AMUim5CREEIIHIII>RY>VtUllf<ltnMD,r)> 

this is how we get the information, that is 
* returned From the procedure: 

jCREEHJIFKI] 

is non silent mode where by the information is 
displayed directly on screen ” 

Okay, here's the second part of the code. 
Don't try to run this on its own as it is not 
1 complete? Okay, here we go with part 2. 

First we open a screen: 

Screen Gpei E SH P 6AD ,1 23 # 1 Mi r« 
Serw Hispid IEH,T2I,-1DD„ 

We grab the palette of the current screen. 

Set H Letts JCIFERJUPIBEI 


Then we fade m 


Efldri; jF iF:FF r itFQ p *Ffla # St£* / |Aic x i?7i4FM P tF, 

Cur» OK i FLas! Dtf : Paper 3 r 
Hide : uilt itbi 

i-D : T=0 i WtDTH-itO : H£EEHT-1?Q 
: fensuh LIGHTS! 

I=tG : T-13 : KIMt-SM j REIiKT*1] 
: Gfligb LfSHTJD 


We then GQ5UB to the routine that prrnu the 
information: 


Sosuh intqpr:nt 

Hi it VbL 

Ink J ; Paint K+l r Ttl,Q : paint ah area 

of screen, in coL cur J 

?aptr ] : Pen £• t Urate ,2 : Centre “ieretn 

infoTtaHon" 

For |=D tc 150 Str;> 1A 

Scrtut Dlsp-iar ISMZMtr 
Halt Vbt 
Heat H 

For H=1SC To 1DC 5tpp -t 
5cr«n t'KpUy lSN rr i;j J .H, r 
H>it VbL 
He sc ! II 

For Hilda U 15D Step i 

Scrten llgft#? lil*,1?i,M 
Hait VbL 

Hail N 
Tiaer=0 


Having done ail that we set timer to zero end 
then we go into a Irttie repeat/until loop: 


UJho goes 
there ? 


Part B 


llptf! 

T-rfitrHB 

If 

If i;p-o 

ll -1+1 

It RolSB : IIP=I I End It 

If this is the case we will move screen down. 
But.., 

ELaa 

R-IM 

If «=<6Q : Vf-a ; End 1 1 

if this rs the case we will move screen up. 

End if 

Scretft DispLij ISR,12B,fl,, 

Her? s where the decisions we made earlier 
about moving the screen up/down come into 
effect: 

End if 
hit ibt 

Wait for the nest vertical blank and then set up 
a mouse key sensor, so if a mouse key is 
pressed we will continue, like so: 

Until In use CtyoQ 

Next we have a FQR/hfEXT loop, which shows 
us the rnfo screen: 

For Tn - 1 C D Step -16 
krr+n MspLi^ 

Walt VbL 
lext ll 

Then we cfose the information screen and exit 
the procedure: 

Screen CUif :$H e 
P ap Pruc 
End if 
idlg REWT 

Right now we enter the UghOD area of the 
program Try thrs pf Oc on its own to see what 
happens. X and Y hold the x,y positron of the 
box. WIDTH and HEIGHT hold the width and 
height of the box. Simple and effective huh? 

LISKTJl! 

ht 5 e Ba r *,T To I+UtBTl, WEIGHT 

This clears the middJe with the background 
catour. 

Write stuff 

If you rave a rcutirw you d ike to share, then please writs 
to Ptiil South Amos Colurnf! Amiga- Ccmputin^ Media 
House Arlington Part.. Macdesfidd SKI 0 4 NP 


Ini A 

Urm hHlITHJ fa i+tllDTI, WEIGHT 
bran fa I„T+ HS EEH1 
1 p-k 4 

lm r n I X T 
bfdy Td IfHj|TH,T 
Ink 6 

Jfaj H*V[DTI”1 p ltt Tu K+HUtH-V^EIGHM 
Or tv Tfl l + IJ+HHEHT-t 
E n k 4 

Drair To *+1,1+1 

Drtv To *+H|pTl-tyi>t 
Ini A 

Drab [*VlPTH-2,T+2 Td t t a ] a t h-2 0 + H E [ 6- T -Z 
Draw To I+Z, WEIGHTS 
la! 4 

tray To I+Z,W 
Prsy U WlbTH‘M+2 
teturn 

And finally we have the INFORPRIIVT label we 
referred to earlier: 

IKFOPRIMT: 

Pen 12 
LDEJte ,4 

tffltfi * The- screen nuiber=*+Sht( StIEIH NDH- 

m) 

lout? J 

Cmlfi ' the screen yidtth- , t5trSf_S(REEN_y‘tDTHi i 
to cite ,k 

Centre ’ Tie screen 
heijht=‘+£t rS(_sCRfEV_HE]£HT) 

Locate ,7 

Centre "Tie uhiui runfctr of 

cot our s=“+-StrS (JIM ] UR.NUME RJFJ a LvU RS ) 

Los ale J 

Cent r# "tne nuibtr of p lines 
•rii t#tL**“ tStrSEMPlM 
Lecste ,9 

■ftntri " i he LeKhand side nl thf screen ti tfis- 
plarfd it"+StrifitDESPyiTl 
LcciLe ,10 

Centre 'The top ai lie urten Is displajed 
at r vStriK*[SRL*T) 

Lncate ,11 

Centre H T‘e util leigrr rt-quimtnt ter thlj 
Sdf een="*5tr*l T5HI+' faytes,'+ i ' nr 

h *StrJlTsk.' , 1024)+"|t[L'SETTE5 1 
Lc-eate ,12 

tenire '[Vhen the dou&le butler systei is ir 
use tiae hy 21* 
locate ,11 

Pen D i Centre ’'Press *kjsc i ey tc Bil3T" 

Return 

REPORT: 

End PracUl] 

Anri there you have it. All the information you 
could wish for about a screen Handy co be able 
to do this kind of thing on the fly. lf r for 
example, you had an image processing 
program., and you wanted to sense the 
parameters of an mcaming screen fife so you 
could casually pop them up on the screen after 
a menu, for example, then this is the routine for 
you. ft is a veti table Swijts Army Knife of a 
routine, so keep jl handy. 

Back to normal, whatever that is, next month, 
and keep those routines and letters coming. 
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I n with the latest update |3 Oh| P 
I received this morning, 1 got the 
P K four newadd-eni for PageStream. 
They are: Gary's Effects, a Jpeg filter, a 
Wordworth filter, and a font engine Tor 
TrueType fonts. These additional filters can 
be bought now from SofiLogrk themselves 
for between $20 and S25, so get your credit 
card ready. 

Gary's Effects come on a srngle disk for 
installation rnto BWE 2.0, They are a series of 
£ fleets modules chat get added to BME's 
Effects menu and qiveyou some of the more 
common operations required for desktop 
publishing. These include, but are not 
limited to, a user-editable convolution 
matrix, gamma correction, a histogram 
graph display (which cannot be edited), 
control over hue and saturation and other 
\ such effects. 

It's a bit drsappointing that there are none 
of the reaJly useful DTP-oriented operators 
such as unsharp masking, or that most of 
the operators don't seem to work in a 
predictable fashion when applied to pictures 
in CMTK format. ) can only hope that Gary's 
Effects evolves into something more like Kai’s 
Power Tools over a period of time. Still, 
thanks to the new Jpeg filter, at Feast you 
can save pictures out from BME as Jpegs. 

aufluiv sEitinc 

There isn't very much to say about the 
Jpeg fitter for PageStream. It does what it is 
supposed to and offers you a quality setting 
slider, but really talking about it is going to 
sound like one of those Ronseal product 
ads on the telly: So if you want a filler and 
you want it to be Jpeg, then get the Jpeg 
filter. Ft does exactly what it says in the 
docs 

Moving on to the third item in our addon 
collection - the TrueType font engine. Again, 
there isn't very much to say about this plug 
in It allows you to use TrueType fonts in 
PageS tream transparently, without needing 
to first convert them into Postscript format. 
This opens the vast vista of CD-ROMs made 
for people with PCs and Windows | which 


uses TrueTypes! SaftLogik say m the 
documentation accompanying the add-on that 
the speed and quality of TrueTypes in 
PageStream rs roughly equivalent to Postscript 
fonts, The only thing that wourd have been 
nice to see would have been PageStream 
taking advantage of some of those WinPnnters 
- printers optimised for Windows' use by 
having TrueTypes built-in I'm not sure if this is 
actuaNy feasible given the printing system in 
PageStream, so I don t suppose it's all that 
important. 

The last add-on seems to be a l ittle 
underdeveloped, Although the Word Worth 
filter will import your WordWorth documents, 
it will only do so under fairly strict conditions. 
Because PageStfeam has no Text Effects nr 
Tables feature, it won't be able to load m any 
of those nice layouts you have created in 


Word Worth usrng these features. PageStream 
is also unable to load CGM graphics files like 
those used by WordWorth, so that option is 
right out too. PageStream s hyphenation 
method differs from WordWortn's so you 
might have problems there too. although not 
necessarily. 

Finally, there are two further problems that 
would appear to be in the process of being 
sorted out. The first is a problem with extreme 
type sizes and the loose' leading method 
and the other rs a problem with picture 
aspect ratios. All in all, it doesn't sound as 
though the WordWorth filter is gorng to be 
much use for anything but the simplest 
layouts and as such, perhaps it should have 
been included with PageStream for nothing 
or they should have at Jcast waited until you 
could do a bit more with rt. 


PageStream progress 

After having spent some time with PageStream 3. Oh. 1 can definitely say that SoftLogik are 
pushing forward at a rapid rate towards a finished product. Typing speed m the new version is 
vastly improved, parorurariy in long articles, although SoftLogik say it is still not as fast as they 
would like for v3.1. Also, you can now quit from the editors without them locking up 
PageStream fat last! I can't remember the number of times 1 hit Amiga S, Amiga 0 out of sheer 
habii|„ In addition, external graphics have finally been implemented and you can now revert to 
saved. 

Owners of non-Postscript printers should be pleased that printing has been sped up and that 
memory is no longer as important when it comes to printing Hyphenation, both soft and 
automatic, has now been incorporated and, at last, your cursor accurately represents where in a 
text article you arc 8ME also gains two new effects - Emboss and Sharpen. 

However, some of the more annoying niggles like PageStream's inability to copy, duplicate or 
transform a text box have still not been rescued, neither should you expect PageStream to be 
able to do colour separations for EPS Tiles or printing (one aspect which must surely limit 
PageSueam's appeal for senbus use. Perhaps this ought to be attended to before anything else) 

Finally, in the readme file they mention release dates for both a Mac and Windows version ot 
PageStream and promise lull cross-platform compatibility, so lets hope that a,i this doesn’t mean, 
that Amiga development slows down and bj Amiga users wiri finally have a hope of gn.ng ta a 
printer with a PageStream file and not get Saughed at. 



Seme ot the new operator* fhiii a*ry r s Effects provider OWE with. They are; the original 
picture, Uurml, L^ltciafl Edge (c«iv«lirt»nj r hue jalirT»d r and Ihreehefd 
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SATELLITE 

SMAR.TCARI1 

EMULATOR! 


Connects all VideoCrypt & EuroCrypt 
decoders to your computer. Emulation 
software to decode most encry pted chan- 
nels (including Adult, Film, Music & 
Sport) is freely available - full details 
are included. This product should not be 
used to view channels for which you do 
not have a subscription!! 


Now only £39.9? for Amiga, IBM PC & Macintosh 


Send iwo 25 p stamps i-f you need further details. 
Please add £3.95 P&P and allow up to 30 days for 
delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE. 
Foreign orders welcome. Trade Enq. Fax: +44 
(0)1884 255273. 


Nim.Kl S DIRECT < ACM AW1EL HFU. • TIVERTON • DEVON • EXlt (FE 


Lowest Priced Top Quality 
Ribbons, Inkjets, Toners & Disks 


put* 

Arrtfr*dl)Wl0M3MC 
Vli'lrai inij' 4MG 

■Irmlnk Pt:WJQSMS1itfflai 

*iatrw 


Printer KH 


vi«witwiirtft! 

IMvLsPtit'S-iri IX'i 

"i—iiliu MTS uari m 
Fjhffl Loin 

l-p™ rtNRjTWttfXIAWI 
Kpwa ITUMMi IMFVMX IM# 
lAKim.vi 

dma^maraliiJh. I mi 

»jf P»™<#rr2M 
oikj Hi.ttniywiisS'rti 


a & & si 

3M Jil JJk Ml 
lii LSI U4 

1*1 175 IS IS 
us its isa u* 

tJll U5 4,]f yw 
4. ED IX Its X55 
W5 *,i| M* I W 
1*1 L75 155 L1F 
.Lta .12] 141 IK I 

111 l.?T I.T7 U7 
ITS 1M JJ5 
JJH IK* i« Ltt 
ill 107 IE 151 

King fur Ribbons Nlot listed. 


ItaM^SAsUrllMlSUfl 

Kiiuwnif UkHWIIMWI**: 

1‘Jr.j ...... K M’2 1 IVIIHI 

Srib4si 

Star l.noiTIM 
Sur 1.4 2M 
Mir 1.04- 1«0* 

Tainn kktfj KrtlllftSSIIfflS 


if ft ft 


UP 174 
IX IM 
S.Tt 

19 2.14 
Mi LR5 
:w L7l 
!U L# 


2-y L14 
44* 4# 
5JJ AJ5 
i.m lm 

1*5 US 

Iff u\ 

171 IM 


I'rtun SVd 
Hwawn k umutiin 
a»U'IWM#0 
Shinn 
S4(f I.CUlLTiil 


105.1 I #44 

*.**! 5*5 

VfK 

YU M4K 


ft .ft ,& 


IDDi DJtt 
5*5 5,15 
#43 Mi 
#.14 EU 


Ring us and WE WILL BEAT ail other Ribbon prices 


3 Sl 1 I > isks & l>isk Boxes Inkjet s, Ink Rc li I Is & Toners 


JO Disks 
25 Disks 
50 DUu 
100 Disks 
250 Disks 
S(M> I »i-,k - 


DS/fJO 

£5 

£10 

£16 

£29 

£65 

£125 


DS/nn 

£6 

£11 

£18 

£33 

JE76 

£148 


1 1 Hi Cup, 
liWUhlc 
IM itav 
X5.99 

with tkrdrrs 

liftllri 


( * m.n 15J llcliH 'wlndw IT-54 nth 

t i unm.riti.i.- \| HSET# i'lrtridgt liu [U rh 

HP Lk'4jri ( jrlridpr lUtlbk’ Lap,) 24J4 rklh 
IIP Th-Ajii Tr» L'i.4"ur Lurtrid^r? tSJgi cadi 

IIP I fiiiiL jiL'l.Jiiii tj. l CMto 1113 


l^f Dimirtid l MS-JXJ'i • dLL, ttHihhfe »1 ip nCn'dhk. 

All Disks Certified 100% Emir Free 
and INCLUDE FREE Labels. 


Misc ell aneous li e ms 

Bnll ISW Jff'llfcUjhrb .K.'W 

JK" bi* IlMpinfi Kit 2.SW 

Purlin Prbkr L itvlc 1 1 .,#jnji ixt 

Mt.it* Mat 2.W 


IIP LVslgH Tri~£ A ^IrMl^r KfRfl Ih.Mrmh 

Enkjrt RfflJIs | Tub J«hIu.| Tar fup..n &J-I&7D, ttJJOO, 

HP UrbjcL AmUdc » Had, t^ Maprat*. Yifeft, 
Ki'd, Kin.. Bun, Light {Iren, tbAdw**, md (bill 
i huh iii.«.2trvk'ti4L*at^5+hrt»nA5n 

Ithl.iMrjH ll'tri I i.nir t irLrhlpr -M.5I rtd 

HP IjtttfJtl IIMltl' fniwf Cirtridfir 5#.0J.nrh 

Hi rtg For Inkjets Si Toners Nol Listed, 

1 I T A !'i 3 ..| (.„ir ft.49 

siiMiiv.r Pal t'inw 4 ,#* 

m ( Iilimwi F'rinltr OuJ { Vitrr J|,W 

AmifjH SHF Hu6t Li»*r J,y# 

AmifiB I 4 HF l Usd L'trttr 
Anittii IMHF I Fit. I t(Hrr 


^l^ric^NCLl)D^^T^(^J7!5%^U^Deljveiy 


01543 250377 Ring 11 s iir sentl ehctjiuss tu: ()| ^43 230377 

Owl Associates Ud. Dept 371, Owl ll.Hise", 

5 The Kminbles, Lichlleld, StiiHs WS14 9SE 


ttfr'- 'll' 1 i(.MH-+ri|uvnr nS- Fi'ik'bj ■ i • « » iLvi tirj^n ■ 


E * OE 


3.5" IDE Hard Drives 
for A600*s & A1200s 

at excellent prices 

fully installed including your workbench 
software, prices include carriage back to you. 
Examples: 

270Mb £125.99«360Mb £133.99 
420Mb £144.99 »540Mb £161.99 
850Mb £1 95.99 • 1 275Mb£246.99 
■ Please call first for latest offers 

* Some A 600s may require new ROM to fit hard drives 

GC Electronics 

COMPUTER WORKSHOP 

1 2 Newmarket Street 
Consett, Co. Durham 
Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249 


FAST AMIGA 

REPAIRS 



FAULTY TROUBLESOME 
COMPUTER?? 

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR 
PERSONALLY DEUVER TO THE 
EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE 
REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA 
FOR ONLY 

£24.99 + PARTS 

1 NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE 


WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL 
A 500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000, 


4000 & CD32 


FREE GIFT WITH EVERY REPAIR 
PLEASE SPECIFY 

MOUSE MAT-,. □ 

MOUSE HOLDER jj 

DESK CLEANING KIT...., ... □ 

ADD £5 REPLACE MOUSE ... I J 
ADD £5 JOYSTICK SEGA STYLE. ..,;J 


BARGAIN HARD DRIVES 

FITTED 85/500 Mb CALL 

EXCHANGE SERVICE 

MODULATORS ....£19,50 

PSU 19.50 

DISK DRIVES ..£25.50 

KEYBOARDS £25 50 



9S% SUCCESS RATE ON All COMPUTERS 

* DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER 
ANYWHERE IN THE UK 

144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SET 2HG 

Call FAST on 0771 252 3553 

r 1 :_Potru . etc. rm,» i i-_zj , u k r 
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( AMIGA MUSICIANS! 

SpstilEallg imai and manufactured for use with the Amiga. we 
ace pleased to iitrota the little Cent" icio Mo miner and 11 Unit 

Allows you greater control over the sound when playing your Amiga through an 
outside sound system, ot when recording the Amiga Audio Output to tape or DAT 
iteiriMEItantfMrt 

A fill III ID .1 ttjfcvlui tl I 2 A - k W M UftaM v* 

Ib»U] tig* nwlentiT The Maid 
Fai liirlrsi to Stereo pmrfemng if G*ti Haral ■ in kWW Iw 
In Kfler fin M rtft m Ml stra «MM 
tdsHifeiit uHJw^iuntid*ir«hihmt 
U rlpit a ‘iw 6 mraHn t*ES K HHJW hnn U* H®<H 

haass huMs m to sawtaa - Eta pnrts »n.pWwh „ 

fcts it a sunt praran to seteisk wham Be MJ«f E& 

Mrramnit'BsrnDi ^ 

^ l^-irrrf riralfflci'Jl-s -Lin<&»i-ii ~ AmtaMe «nfy Irom tht dwa tapr And mnihriMir \ 

£ 69.95 1 GILLETT MULTIMEDIA 1 

TfJ Sr Audrey’* Way . EJy . Cambridge . CBG T DF 
\ M tt *rd Aridita Ctapti* »ien m ..-• j 9 } ; (Qiysi) G692Q3 Fax; ffl13S3j WOH , 



MAJiift a unmisms 

fwnwwi itmtH 


17 Bit Software 9& 

1 ni Computer Cnnlre .„. 15 

Acltvs Software 44, 45 

Amiganuts — IS. 1 3 

Analogic... .... 

Arnold Computer Supp --104 

SHltfi raofl 112 

Brian Footer CompUlO*? ■ AS 

Bruise SmiUh Booits tO* 

Capri CD Distribution 1M 

Cdre Electronics -1 18 

Dart Computer .122 

E M CompulergraprilcE .114 

Epic Marketing flG 07. 91 

Fad Computer Services . 1 2 1 
Fourth Law! Devetapmant 1 1 8 
G.G Seel ton its. 121 


G.T i -—.... .,.,..62 

Gaatainer „ 77 

GdBetl Multimedia. 132 

Grey Electronics 55 

Guiding UflM Camp . TOO 

HI Q — - HO 

Hegare EUKdrontc 104 

Harwoods 17, 67 

HI Soft O&C 

Homefioft Pd ...... — 1CH 

Kew = It. - 1W 

Magoltonl* Software 1 OO 

Mendian ..,..27 

Nucleus Direct tit 

Owl Associates 121 

PD Soft ....... 78, 7g 

Povrer Computing l&C , 2, 3 


Premier Mail OrdoT 

.106 

Fremwir Vision 

70 

Saddletnrnps 

.....104 

S*BEofl CompgXing 


Slt&n Sobware 

11 

Snflwace 2000 

.40. 41 

Special IFte serve 

.37 

Tiffy Tech hd 

114 

Undergreurid Pd 

... .116 

W 1 ^-Prl 

. . ?0 

Visage Computers 

56 

Whflofcimgm Technetogv - 69 

Wizard. 

, .....32 

Wizard Garnea 

. .. 100 

^one 1.,.^,, 

......116 


IAIHGA REPAIRS 

FIXED PRICE ONLY £42.99 incl.^^H 


i Est. N ftun I 


(A50W+. A 600 ONLY) 

* Price includes PARTS, LABOUR , DELIVERY * VAT 
-Ar M day warranty on all repairs 

* 24 hour lum-eround on mosi repairs 

* AH upgrades purchased from us tilted tree with repair 

* includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE AND SOAR lesl 

* W drive or keyboard need replacing add E10 

AMIGA At 200 Repairs only £52-99 - Fully Inclusive 

SPECIAL OFFERS I 

A60DM20D Internal Drive £ 35.95 
EXTERNAL DRIVE * * £ 3& ,99 

A520 Xchange Modulator £1 &.00 
A5D1 1/ZMeg Ram+Clk £13.50 

IWft 

New 


AS DO Internal Drive 
A5D0/60Q/12DQ PSU 
ASOO Keyboard (UK) 
A20D0 PSD 

CHIPS 


i 


£30,96 
£26.50 
£42.} O 
£66,00 

CHIPS 


£32M 
L 2* jO 
tfcOO 

■uo 

6t-W 

FltAQ 

fl74» 

£KJX> 


ioUDO CPtf 
Vlden DAC [A1 ?Dfl I 
Hicksian 1.2 
Hides tart 1.3 

KiCfcsr2f1i.CH 

ncM«rt 2.D5 
Kidtslarl 5 1 I ASuOi 
Rom Sharar 
NtW Me d'ji iitors 

jrw«! ijmmusJDrriMffc Nome 

mriJnoiBBmtMirfczzii^ 


iS>33 

tlBJO 

L4JC 

£16JK- 

mAo 

tmao 

iMM 

WjOO 

sr* 


HARD D RIVES 

Duality 3.5 imh Iri’ « 

SuiLEOlorAfiOD i At20D y Vf 


40 MhyljB 
BO Mbyte 
120 Mbyte 
170 MbytH 
JIB Mbyie 


ffls.se 

£7£JO 

ficefso 

41BJJJ2D 

i«Sc£0 


ns Cl 1 M pq A IS 

0375 2 Mug Agnus 
H-3/4 AIile i.A1?D0| 

&3*2 D-i:iAfl iAicOOi 
SI i'3 E-upe-r Duns f: 

D71 '3 Gnrir 
337 U U A I AS DO *1 
6520 Cl* i AbDil’l 20C f.ift.L.O 
&:i&4?3uln lASnu. i : £isl 3* 

8364 111 ill a i PICS! t1670 

Add £1.00 ?£? hi e trips , £2.10 PSP hi drlwi & PSUs. W( resarva tlrt flgHt )□ rahiTa repairs. 

I ********** ION ALL DEALERS"”**™ 

Our company offer the mart cempetllrw (tester repair ^rvlce on all home computers. 
Crcefli lacililv avmlribte. SEND FOR FREE fHFQRteATION PACK TODAY _ 


Nt *t»i commfllB *riti am. 

Irtiiro tiU.nieiiiiiti installaliun 

vd 12 mertte wanHily 


MilKM|ll 4 !IIMIiwii 

m Cnmpuler Spices iHiftlxte Road. Iscesto LEP 


C ampule riStrvizex 

rmnim Ufl 


/| k t long as your ad ii ten word! 

■ or less,. 111 jibiolulcFy free! 
1 ■ W Should you waini more space. 

you N find unrivalled value for 
money - for instance, 25 words 
cost juri £10. Fill In the form below arid 
send it lo 111 with your payment* [if 
applicable] - and remember to include 
your telephone number! 



# Exchange Suprufasc modem 14400 v32 tor 
Prograh.VitljViiigaJ 4RT Tel 0 1 9 1-7G6. I2S0 

* Amiga 1 200. Boxed. E ?5D. Boxed gnm^s. /DO 
wailaMe. Tel: Q9$b 5!>0O24 

9 Phothgenics I 2, new and unused £40. Tel, 
01273 493659 

4 A1 700 170Mb 2nd FF l>, Pfulifn roidHur monitor, 
6Mb HAM. mi«. joysticks, game!., mags, £500. 

Also, 2 C64s. t 3 pe diwei, disk drives, plus lots of 
yiimes, rnagy £25C.Tei: Cwiian 0 1 S F -208 4319 
+ A12D0 With 760Mb Smartstur hard drive. 

1 230sA 4D MHZ accelerator. 4Mb SIMM 
Wordvvorth 3. ariifusoce. DPaim 4 i VistaMe, £5D0. 


Tel: 01923 241 17D. 

6 PD coruatts wanted. 1 00% reply Tel: 01228 
51 1027. 

*,61700 contacts wanted Internet 
wilhams0m.Hdmark.demon.cp.uk. 

♦ A1 7 DO, 60 games, mint condition, £299 Teh 
O10t’57fl 0343. 

* CD32, SXI, Miteic Drive, games, £350 and. Tel: 
Of 524 831-066. 

♦ Lottery Pretbcroe, £4. 99. Details from R Palmer, 
39 Wnirord Road. Shirley 890 3HM. 

* A 1200 contacts wanted. Contact Ray Ingle-den. 

1 Talbot Street Middlestxjrough. IS I 3 EP. 


* Undefstancteng imagune 2 book, ptui disks. 

EI4. Tel 01273 493659 

* Five 2MD SIMMS, 72 pin, 70rts, ESfl each Td: 
01480 383625 

+ Pen pat; warned, Write to Jay. Mantle Lane. 
Coalwlli?. Leicester LE67 3DW 

* 3D corntruCSKin kit Diskmag. £1 .50 mcntllly. 
DaWfttet tutonais Td 01434 460BB8. 

* PD 36p with disk, 1 5p if you supply many 
inlet. Mark Strruton. 22 Bamway, Stratton. 
Cirencester GL 7 2 NA. 

* 4000 30 33 FPD. I OMO RAM. 124 hard drrve, 
HD Ifetppys, SCSI CD £1 000. Tel: 0151-354 0264 


* A 1 200 85Mb hard drwe, mnnitrtf. printer, FIODOe 
of software. Tel 01 757 426 1 25. 

* Amga contacts warned. K Barker, 75 Crysiai 
Palace Park Road, London St?6 6DN. 

* Warred IV24 by GVP Call fcrnest OiBl-767 2743 

* Amiga PD disks. Over 1 0,0(50 from SQp Tel Sean 
01959 563651 . 

* frnagine uwe group. Call SpEncer on 01 375 
670036 tar info 

* At 200 contacts wanted Contact C Simms. 42 
Anlttid Road. Wrekentor, Gatelltead NE9 7A£ 






























Cheques should be made payable to n Amiga Computing' 1 

Pteaw inrluiK- my advwliwment in the nc*! flvartsbk: issue flff Arn^cr Curnp^rn^. I coni™ l Jut the advert & not selling illtgal copies (.if 
software v hardware that do nut taking lo n*. I permit you lo publish my arfettssAekphone nuenber nnly il I have inrludftd ^hew 
deteils within rity advertisemenii copy, t am owr 1 8 ye»s of ** (applicants umier i8 must get a parent Or guardian to sn/i helm), 


Signed — 

Send to: AWIC Classifies, Media House, Adlington Fark r Macclesfield SKU 5 4 MP 


Remember to include your 
phone nuirihttr jd dress in the 
advert as wtil as on the form! 


J AA 
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POWER 


CD 




The Power CD-ROM for the Amiga 
600/T200 plugs direttly into the 
PCMCIA port and provides a direct 
SCSI-1 and SCSI-1! interface, allowing 
up yo s i k additional device? to be 
connected What J s more the Power 
CD-ROM features a 'Hot-plug' which 
allow? you to connect and disconnect 
the CD-ROM and any other additions] 
device? even when the Amiga is 
switched on. 


quad-speed 




£299 

quad-speed 


£ 199 * 

dual-speed 


The CD-ROM drive comes with a SCSI 
interface, PSU, manual, audio lead, 
mains lead and software which 
includes Audio CD, CD32 Emulator, 
MPEG FiEm Decoder and Photo CD. 


110V 


240V 


SCSI ID coo LI MG 
SWITCH fftN 


SCSI 

CONNECTORS 


AUOIO 

114/OUT 


double-speed 


£199 

£299 

£209 


AMIGA &00/12Q0 

x 2 SPEED CD-ROM iNCSQUlflRtl 
X4 SPEED CD-ROM INC, SQUIRREL 
AIWA X2 SPEED iNC.SQUifiFtEL . . 

AMIGA 4000 

DOUBLE SPEED CD-ROM £159 

QUAD SPEED CD-ROM £259 

AMIGA 4000 SCSI-1NTERFACE ..£129 
scsi inteufacc heoliirfo for A 40 oe 




£54 


SCSI CONNECTORS AUDIO IN/DUT 

■*DUAL SPEED CO-ROM CASING DIFFERS FROM ONE SHOWN 


80 watt 


POWER 



ip or 2 8 mil z &, 


VIPER 


The Viper 28 can have up tg 128MB 
RAM installed, full Kick Start remapping, 
optional SCSl-ll adaptor, on-board 
battery backed clock, &88B2 co- 
processor, instruction and data burst 
modes, 



VIPER 28 MKII BARE 
VIPER 28 MKII 2MB . 
VIPER 28 MKII 4MB . 
VIPER 20. MKII SMB . 
VIPER 20. MKII 16MB 


£119.95 

£199.95 

£259.95 

£399,95 

£569.95 


viper 50mhz 


The VipeF SO can have up tg 1 2BM6 
RAM installed, and the same features 
as the Viper 23, 


starting from 

£ 119.95 


VIPER 50 BABE 
VIPER 50 2M6 . 
VIPER. 50 4MB . 
VIPER 50 3MB . 
VIPER 50 16MB 


£199.95 
£279,95 
. 049.95 
. £479.95 
£649.95 




TELEPHO 
FACS I M 


- 


01234 273000 power computing ltd 

44A/B STANLEY STREET ^ 
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK4 1 7RW -J 


CD-ROM SOFTWARE 


LIGHTWAVE 3D ENHANCER . .£55.95 

CDBOOT 1.0 . + t ,, t .£29 

WORLD INF O' 95 £39.95 

DA CAPO VOL 1 MUSIC MODULE 125 


FRESHFONT5 II 

GAMERS DELIGHT , 

GOLDFISH 2 

LIGHT ROM 

magic illusions . 

MEETING PEARLS VOL 1 
MEETING PEARLS VQL 2 
THE LIGHT WORKS ... 
THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS 
AMINETS .......... 

AMI NET SET 1 

CD -WRITE 

FRESH FISH 0 ........ 

GATEWAY VOL 1 


.,,£17 
,.,£75 
,£25 
,.,£39 
£10 
.,.£10 
,,.£10 
, , ,£34 
. , .£12 
,,.£12 
, . .£25 
..,£39 
. ,£25 
£9.95 


FPU's complete with crystal Please 
stale for Bli^ard compatibility. 


20MHZ FPU PLCC . , £20.95 

33MHZ FPU PLCC £39-95 

40MHZ FPU PLCC . . ... f 60.95 

5DMHZ FPU PGA £89.95 

SCSI- 1 1 INTERFACE (ukilnonlv) £69,95 

4MR SiMM .£139 

BMB SIMM £279 


m 


All 


A 1200 0.MB RAM card which uses 1 x 
- 32 SIMMs and is PCMCIA friendly. 


PC120B BARE £59.95 

PC120B l MB ... £69.95 

PCI 203 2 MS £129.95 

PCI 203 4MB £159.95 

PCI 200 8M8 . £329.95 


WARP ENGINES ......... £PQA 
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Squirrels do it 
with Zip! 


zifi 

SCSI 




PnVc* if ir ? 
cartridge, extra 
Wii\U> cartridges 
LI5.SH nr ttssi 


A brand-new SCSI peripheral, 
iht Zip'" may well revolutionise 
the storage Industry 

this newesl, most portable 
exchangeable; liard disk 
drive weighs in at just lib, 
has fast transfer and access 
times (up to ] Mb'* transfer, 

2ftm seek I, easily fib in 
your blind, your bag or 
%‘tsur briefcase, stores op id 

100Mb on (loppy-sized 
disks, is perfect for all types 
of application and is priced 
at a level that will make you 
want to unzip your wallet immediately* 
These drives and associated cartridges 
{25Mb £i UKiMb) will W available in 
late August 'St5 directly from HlSoft 
with espL'Ctall v- written driver and 
support Software included, Trust 
EliSoft to bring you the latest . 
innovations at the best pos.vible prices? 

Order jroi ir Zip drive now 








The Best-Value 
Hard Drives 



Amiga Zip Tools 

exclusively from HiSofi 

Zip drives from HiSofi come with 
everything you need to gel going on a 
SCSI-aware Amiga: the Zip IIKi drive, 
a 100 Mb cartridge, all necessary leads 
and a complete set of software, 
programmed by HiSofi, including: 

■ Emiy iTca?> qfncer.i # Thfippiwry jfNftffliert 

• PussaW pniifst * iniiMfimluw 

* Write prytecim * Dirt rkige eject 

to be first In the long queue! 



Super-Value 
CD-ROM Pack 


I fiSnft has done it again with a 
brilli.-ml multimedia packed Squirrel 
SCSI! interface, Aiwa ACD-TlM 
CD-ROM and the Almafhi r,i 
lO-tm-IU pack of Cl is! 

lost look at what you get: 

* T ■iiar.ui'.’y, f«'rjiJ-MV l tfuy Squirm! SCSI 
iaterjaee which n/Jimm irji h i 7 periftherah 
ifciin! drier, CD-ROM, Zip, scanner etc,) 
fi? IV daisjf-iim pjitJ together. 

■ CP iTJid Cl ?TV otfula Uan mV? awe se 
(fuJ mt ca«t all those games ami af her 
title? surfl as Wiiv Crmtur. 

* TTfe- grwr-toflfcridjf A itlU At' 'D-.kW 
CD-ROM dr: ;v .r fast, double-speed 
CD-ROM with fail SCS! sfierr/Jotlwtr 
plus i vmfirtf multi nuntmTs mr the front 
>i that Wt'H id*f fC-iv mlfriv CDs dj'irdfy. 
fill's itra informative LCD pmrf. 




istJur if piiirftated tfjvrfrirly £2£5 



T he Alm-jllterr KKin-IO padr of CDs,- this is 
1!J Cl h including the Fnfifl >V?riC.r game, 
2UW ifrp-dri rimers, the lltuslnttai Works 
of ShflAcSfiiim'. i CtuniBs. Jjitrrnnt & 
WrtnwHttg CP, The World Vista Allas, 
fWQUs of funis, a nMrjfJi'rrr pMo fjlmirw arid 
Wudr, mjirfi jworrl 


I f you Wa n t a hard drive 
(either SCSI or 1Db) then 
i liSoit has the one to suit 
your needs; whether you 
are looking ftu a small, 
internal dri ve to r you l 
A12l)(VAhtXl or an external 
HTb beast- oba-d rive for 
any SCSI -a W are Amiga, 
we can supply. 

Based on only rht highest 
quality mechanisms from 
top suppliers, with full 
ma n Ltfiict tirer's warranty, 
out liard drives are fully 
tested for all Amiga 
computers and come with 
our own additional 
warranty and technical 
support. 



only 

Quad-speed £109 
CD-ROM 

The fastest drive yet a! a great pruvl 
'Fit hi uHrikb -t , transit r plus l^ltnis 
access, using the remnv rued liwhiba 
drive \Uii available w, o SCSI 
interlace and or case - |ust calf. 


. IDE drives are perfect for 
auto-booling your AflQCVA 120(1 
and come with connection 
lead, fixing bolts & complete filling tfiatrurtinus. Titling i* very 
straightforward but may invalidate your Amiga's warranty -check with us 

lA r e offer interna! Of external SCSI 
hard drives, from 365Mb up to 
2Gb. Internal devices are suitable 
for mounting in the At mi A2Q0Q, 
A3CKKiand AdDIHSand come with 
necessary leads & screws whilst 

the external drives are supplied in 
nurproft'SMiinal Squirrel .1.5’ case 
{available separately) which 
includes integral power supply, 
alt SCSI cefrinsctioiu and 
connect ion leads of voux choice 
(at extra cost). 


SCSI Hard Drives 

165Mb iiiiTmii i_]“4 T^flMb inienul 12,'fc 

mib nWlL 2« 730Mb eiferad BlH 

SlOMb IrtUTHl t 30 ^ 1 Gb Irtlrrrul OkM 
s-lOM'h r»lifF*u,l ' 21 |J 1Gb ratanial •_ 4rs u 

2.5" IDE Drives 

4fJMb mi. m.n MMbffli £7*555 


AEI this, packiiged logelher, at a truly superb price, with 
full 1 year warranty and technical support from HiSoft 


Zip is a 
/mlf'marJt o/' 
kwiriya titc 




0500 223660 


To order any Ql the products shown an ihis page 
{or any oilier HiSott fitle, see the list opposite) - 
(UBl tail us, tree of charge, on 0^00 223600, 
.mrmed with your credit or debit card, we will 
normally despatch who in 4 working days (£4 
P&Pj or ^jr only £6, by guaranteed next clay 
delivery (lor goods in slock). Alternatively, you 
can send us a cheque pr postal orders, made oul 
1o HiSofi Ail prices Includ" VAT Expori orders: 
ca l or fax to confirm pricing and postage costs, 
o 1995 HiSoft EAOE 


Alt prices include (JK VAT 


HiS®ft 

SYSTEMS 

I lie Old School, Greenfield 
Bedford MK4S5DE UK 
Tel: +44(0) 1525 718181 
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716 


1 



Order Free with your 
Credit/Debit Card 
0500 223660 


There's More! 

Here is a list of HiSoft titles for the Amiga 
computers (prices shown are the individual 
RRPs). Squirrel SCSI interface - £69. 9S, 
Squmrol Storage Systems please call Aura 
12/1 5 bit sampler £99 9a, Megalosound fl bh 
sampler £3-3.95, ProMicii interlace £24.95, 
HrSoft Dsvpac 3.1 4 - £79.95, H^Soft BASIC 2 - 
£79.95, Highspeed Pascal • £99.95. 
Gamesmilh, - £99 95, Termite ■ £39.95, twist 2 
database - £99.95, Maxon Magic - £?9,95, 
Upper Disk Tools - £14 95, VistaLlle me 
MakePathyTerraForm - £39,95 and much more 
Coming very soon: DiskMague fit sk t o!st 
and Cf rifmaAD. 








